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TH £ following fermons are publifhed juft 
in the manner in which ;hey were deli-* 
vered at home; from which circumftance, if 
they fuffer in fomc refpefts, they will have this 
advantage^ that they will appear the plain and 
artlefs expreffion of a minifter's concern for 
his people, and not in the lead intended to in* 
creafe the reputation of their author. Per- 
haps alfo, not haying undergone any change, 
they will be little lefs either acceptable or ufe- 
ful to thofe for whofe inftruftion they were 
firft prepared, and at whofe rcqueft they are 
now puhliftied. I have only further to fay, 
that my prcfcnt removal from this part of the 
world, has, in a great meafure, delivered mc 
from the nicety of publication, and made me 
willing to fpeak, while abfent, and continue 
to inftruft thofe whom it is fo much my duty 
to love and ferve. 



pAisLEy, May i6th, 
1768* 
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SERMON I. ! 

The fecurity of thof? v^ho truft in Go^ 

Prov. xviii. lo. 

915^ NAME Gfthe Lord is aftrmg tower: the rig^^^ 
tecus runneth into it, and isfafe. 



THIS book of Proverbs confifts almoft entire* 
ly of obfervations qpon human life. The cha* 
rafters and purfoits of men are defcribed in it with 
a ftrength and propriety, which was never exceeded 
by ihofe who devoted their whole attention to the 
llucfy of what is called theJcnowledge of the world 
^nd of mankind. But in one particular it differs 
from, and excels all human learning, that it ncvct 
fcparates the knowledge of the world from the know* 
4cdgeof him who made anrd who governs it. There we 
4afe taught lo improve fhe leffons we receive in the 
'courfe of providence, for leading us to obedtco^^ ^^ 
fobmiflton to him, * who doth according »q b'lS v^3l 

* 10 the army 6f heaven, and among th^ IaVv^^^^^^^^ 

* of the earth; and non^^^n ftay his v x o^^^^ 

^ unto him, what doft th^ ? ' Ther^, >^?^^ l^'^f 
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given US of the iDnomerable paths which men have 
ftrack out for themfclves in travelling through life, 
our ^s are continually direAed to the paths of righ- 
teoufnefs, the fure and only way to reft and peace. 

Experience alone, and unafiifted, will make us 
wifer in one^fenfe, will (how us many of the una- 
voidable calamities of life; but the greateft exertion 
of human reafon could never yet lead to an efFefi^ual 
cure. I believe it will be found, that perfbns of the 
greateft vigour and refolution of mind, when they 
trufted to their own internal ftrength, and fought a 
rcfource in themfelves for the evils with which they 
were aflaulted, have often run headlong into the moft 
furious and defperate courfes, as fome of the ftrong- 
eft animals, when taken in a fnare, do, by their vio- 
lent ftruggles, intangle themfelves the more, draw- 
ing the cords which bind them flill more ftrait, and 
increafe their] confinement by their endeavours to 
cfcape. 

The wife man, in our text, points out what Is the 
refuge and fecurity of every child of God. The name 
if the Lord is ajlrong tower: the righteous runneth 
into it y andis fafe. And he certainly intends tofet this 
in oppofition to every thing elfe in which worldly 
inen might place their dependence ; for he adds, as 
an example, in the verfe following the text, * The 
« rich man's wealth is his ftrong city, and as an high 
* wall in his own conceit.* The truth conveyed to 
us in this paiTage has an inftmate connexion with 
pra£lical and experimental religion ; and on a firm 
belief and habitual application of it, in a great mea- 
fure, depends the comfort and peace of the fervants 
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<rf God. In difceurfing oa it, I (hall cadeavour, ia 
divine ftrength, 

I. To explain what is to be undcrftood by thi 
NAME ^f^^ Lord. 

ir. What is implied in the righteous running into 
it as afirong toxver. 

III. Point out the fecurity they attain by do« 
irig fo. 

And, in the lad place, I fhall make fome applica* 
tion of the fqbjeft. 

I. Then, I am to explain what is to be underftood 
by the NAME rfthe Lord. And here, 1 hope, I need 
icarce obferve, that it was by no means the intention 
of the fpirit of God, by this exprefGon, to teach usf 
to ccfnceive any particular virtue or charm in the name 
literally fb called; that is, the (bund or pronuncia- 
tion of the word. To imagine any thing of. this 
kind, would be to go into the foolery and idle dreams 
ef foperftitbn, to which there is not the lead coun- 
tenance given in the holy fcriptures. Human na-* 
tore fcems, however, to have been very prone ro this 
in every age. The ufe of amulets and charmsfeems 
to have prevailed in the greateft part of the heathen 
QatioBS, as ailfo magical incantations, though it did 
BOt C3ttrt itfelf precifcly in the fame way, the prin-^^ 
dple feeffls to have been the fame, which led the Jews 
from a pretended veneration for the name Jehovah^ 
never to pronounce it at all ; a cuftom wV^cb ^^^Y ^^' 
tain to this day, alledging, either th^t ^t^ c^tiwit 
pronounce it, or that it is unlawful t^ p^ \^- ^^ 
may aUb obferve^ that, ia our nei^^^\. cVv^"^ 
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they leem to have fallen into the i^aie error in the. 
cuftom of bowlog at the name of Jefas, -while they 
4o not bow to the names of Chrift, Lord, or God. 

Having meatiooed thefe things for the illaftra* 
|ion of the fubje^t before ns, I cannot help obfervingy 
that if .a fuperftitious veneration for the letters or 
the ibnnd of a naole is biame-worthy, a rafli profa* 
nation of the name of God is unfpeakably more cri* 
nbinal. My heart bleeds to think of the commonnels 
of this fin among all ranks, and all ages. What havf 
thofe parents to anfwer for, who have tanght, or who 
have not retrained their children from taking the 
aame of God in vain ? This is a fin little thooghc 
of among men, but highly criminal in the fight di 
Co^9 and he hath taken to himfelf the work of a- 
^eagiQg it : * F(»r the Lord will not hold him gnilc* 
f lefs who taketb his name in vgin. 

By the NAME of the Lorp, in our text, we are 
to underftand the Lord God bimielf ; his nature a» . 
it is difcovered to us in'al} his glorious perfe£tion$ac 
paiticularly his power and goodnefs, to iave and de« 
Hver them that pat their truft in him* In thisfenfir 
the name of God, or the name of the Lord, is ul^4 
in m^y paflages of fcripture, as Pfal. xx. i» 5> 7$ 
vcrfes, * The Lord hear thee in the day of trouble, 
«> the name of the God of Jacob defend thee. We 
f will rejoice in thy falvation, and in the nam^ of 

< our God we will fet up our banners :— Some truft 

< in chariots, and ibme in horfes : but we will remem* 

< ber the name of the Lord our God.' As alio in all 
thofe place? where mention is made of calling on th« 
Xfus>& of the Lord^ or praifing the o«&e of tht 
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Lord. Agreeably to this, vre find, io our Savioar's 
direftory for prayer, the foflowing petHioo, Hal" 
bwed be tfy name. That ts» let God himfelf aod 
his glorious perfeflions be acknowledged, and a 
Suitable regard paid to them, by all without excep- 
tion. The fame way of fpeaking is bbferved with 
refpcft to Chrift, Afts It. 12. • For there is none 

* other name, under heaven, gtren among men, 
f whereby we nwift be faved/ That is to lay, 
there is no other Saviour, befides Chrift, to whom 
we can flee for deliverance from guilt and mifery. 
At the fame time, it is eafy to fee the propriety of 
this expreffion the name of the Lord; it is ufed for 
God himfelf, becaufe, amongft mankind, we are dif- 
tingutftied frcnn one another by our names, lb God 
is known or diAingui(hed by the difcoveries he hath 
made of himfelf, and the daily exercife of his per- 
legions, in behalf of his people. 

, There are three prindpal ways by which God 
bath difoovered himfelf to mankind \ namely, the 
'▼iiible* creation, his written word, aud the daily 
adminiftration of his providence. Let us confider 
them (hortly, as they may be juftly faid to be hi? 
same ; for they ierve to explain his nature. 

I. Let us coniider the vifible creation as the 
name of God. He bath engraven his name on alt 
the works of his hands \. he hath engraven it in aa 
univerfal language!; in ^^htcb every intelligent crea- 
ture may read it, and »he XS^o^ weak and ignorant 
may eafily comprchen^j , pfal. xix. 1. * Thehea- 

* vAis declare the gl^ ^^' r (Jod, and riie firmament 
J ihcwetb bis^hand/ v V ^ » Rom.u w>. • For the 
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s iotrifible things of biai» fr<OT the creatloa of the 

* world, arc clearly lien ; being underftood by the 

* tbiogs that are made, e?co bis cieioal power and 

* Godhead/ 

Are men ignorant of God I It is becaufe they da 
90t like to ret&in him in their knowledge ; for the 
whole creation is firil of him,.* He ts not far from 

* every one of us.' Wc can no where turn our 
^ycs, to the heavens above, or to the earth belowj 
but we may fee the moft manifeft proofs of hi« al-* 
luighty power, his unfearchable wifdom, bis un- 
bounded gopdnefs, and his univcrfal prefence. How 
feeling a fenfe erf this doet the Plalmift exprefi, 
Plal. c?cxxix. i— 7. * O Lord, thou haft fcarched 

* mc» and known me. Thou knoweft my down- 

* fitting, and mine up-rifing, thou underftandefii 

* jgiy thought afar oiF. Thou compaflcft my path* 

* and my lying down, and art acc^ainted with all 
^ my wayi. For there is not a word in my tongue, 
«^ but lo, O I ord, thou knoweft it all together* 

* Thou haft befet nae behind arid before, and laid 

* thine. band' upon- me Such knowledge is toa 
1. wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain 

* unto it. Whither fiiall I go from thy Spirit \ or 
^ wHIthcr feall I flee from thy prefence?' It will 
ft]] more properly under the following bead to 
ihew, how the rightecus run into the name of Codas 
a firing tower. We now confider only hia workd, 
2^ Ihewing forth his glory. See, to this purpote^- 
the fortieth chapter of Ifaiah, from the 12 verie and 
downwards, ' Who hath meafured the waters ii» 
^ the hollow of kb hand| and i&et^ pot hetrm 
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< with the fpan, apd compreheDded the dufl of th^ 

< earth io a ot^afure, aod weighed the cQouatains ia 
'* fcales» and the hills la a balapce? Who hath di* 

* refted the fpJrit of the Lord j or beiog hi« coun* 
' Mlox haih taught hldi? With whom took he counv 
i fel> and who inflruflcdhim, and taught him ia 

* the path of judgmtat, aiid taught him knowledge, 

* aod /hewed to him the way of undcrftaudiug V 
2. Cod hath revealed •himfei fin bis wiitteo word| 

there he hath clearly and es^plicitly writtea his name, 
add revealed his nature; there ail his various perfec^r 
tkHis, eKcellent in themfehes and faitable to us, art 
enumerated and explained: in thefe lively oracles^ 
there is a remedy not for the uncertainty of nature'i 
lighty but for the darknefsof our bewildered under* 

•flandings. Here we muft not forget that he hath icr 
his woFd clearly revealed himfdf» as Infinitely graci- 
ous ta iinners through Jefus Chriil. This may well 
be called his name> becaule k is the only way by 
which we are brought to an intefeft i|i his favour^ 

• ^ohn xiv. 6. * I am the way, and the truth, and thtf 

* life. No man copieth unto the Father but by me/ 
yhi5 uulock3 the gates of the ftrong tower, ando^ 
pens a ianftuary to the finner, who is. fleeing front 
ihe fwQrd of avenging M^fath, * No man hath feen 

* God at my tiqiw; ^the only begotten Son, which 
^ is in the boibm of the Father, he hath declared 
? him/ His naipe and meoaorial to all generations, 
is ft}d to * be gracious and merciful, fl^^ to angeri 
*-and of great kindnefs, and repenteth hijw of the cvU: 
And it is in Chrift Jefu$, and his crofs^ . ,, ^ \>\s tn«* 
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is bcftowed ; it is by Chrift Jefus that every mercy 
Is difpenfed : therefore we may apply to this fubjeft, 
the prophecy of Chrift in Pfel. xxii. 22 . • I will dc- 
' dare thy name UDto my btethreo ; io the midfl 

* of the congregation will I praife thee.* 

3. Id the laft place, God reveals his name ia the 
daily adminiftration of his providence. In this, f in- 
clude not only what regards the fupport and prefer- 
Tation of natural life, but all the methods of his 
grace. The one and the other of thefe give us a 
continual and fenfible difplay of the nature and gk)** 
ry of God. What the works of nature teach us to in- 
fer by reafon, what the holy fcriptures teach us by 
information concerning God, the adminrftration of 
providence gives us an opportunity of feerag and 
feeling in our own experience. The appearances 
of God in providence, and his gracious in terpofitiott 
in behalf of his owp people, are exprefled by his 
name's being near, or his name's being made great, 
Pfal. Ixxv. I. * Unto thee, O God, do we give 

* thanks; unto thee do we give thanks; for that 

* thy name is near, thy wondrous works declare. 

* Pfal. Ixxvi. I. In Judah is God known, his name 

* is great in Ifrael.' 

. An experimental knowledge of the power and 
mercy of God, is, of all othefs, the moft complete 
and cffeftual. To this we may well apply the words 
of Job, ?Jii. 5, 6. • I have heard of thee by the hear- 

* ingof the ear, but now mine eye feeth thee. Where- 

* fore I abhor myfel'f, and repent in duft and afties.' It 
is alfo probable, that the Pfalmift David often nfEx- 
^s this particular meaning to the knowledge of God^ 
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namct as in Pfal. ix. lo. * Aod they that know thy 
* name will pot their truA in thee'; for thcMi,.Lord» 

< haft not forfaken them that fe^k thee.' For the 
'fame reafoa he recommeads a careful obiervation of 
|ui>Tidence, as an excellent mean of being partakera 
of divine mercy, Pfal. cvii. 42, 43- * The rigbtc-* 
' ous ftiall fee it and rejoice, and all iniquity (hail 
*• ft($p her tnouth, Whoib is wi<e» and will obferve 
^ tbefe tfamgSf even they (ball onderfland the bv^ 

< iflg-klndoefs of the Ixird.' 

1 (hall conclude this head, by an earned cxhorta* 
tion to every one in this aiTeoibly, to endeavour to 
mderiland more and more of the name of God, as 
it apptars in his works, in his word, ^nd in his pro<« 
Videncc. Has he written it in fo great a variety of 
chara^ers, and jwill you not take the pains to ob-* 
fervc it i O the fcttifh folly of worldly men ! thei« 
, curi^fity is inlatiable to hear things of no moment^ 
^bile they cannot be perfuaded to bear what xt* 
g«]:d$ their own eternal flate. They wM. run in 
crouds to fee e^ery idle or pernicioos light, if it be 
calkd rare, while tbey will not open their eyes 
OQ the magnificenice and glory of their Creator's 
works, ' *' 

But let me in a particular manner, beg- of yon, 
the careful obfervatlon of divine providfen^^, t(^* 
wards yourfcJves in particuJar. You will find the 
unfpeakaWe advantage of it. It will make Gc)d 
more prefent with you than ever, j^ wUl i^t 
home the obligation of every duty, anc^ ^^e ^^^^^ 
mity of every fin upon the confcience, • ^at>^^ 
frr more fordWe than ^^^.^ it wUl a\£^ . ^^ e^*^^ 
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mercy a richnefs aad valae, which it could aot de- 
rive from any other fource; juft as the man who 
has been fed at a diftance, by the ftreams of a 
prince's bounty, would feel his heart drawn with 
fer ftronger bonds of love and gratitude, were he 
to be brought into his prefence, and receive his fa- 
Tours immediately from his own hand. 

I am aware of an obje^ion againft this. Perhaps 
ibme perfons will lay, how can I make a particular 
application of providence ? how can I certainly know 
the voice or meaning of every event that befals 
myfelf or my family \ is there not a great danger of 
running into vifionary folly and enthufiafm? la 
the remaining part of this fubje^l, I (hall have occa- 
fion to fay more as to the meaning of providence. 
In the mean time, let me only defire you to begin 
by a peribnal application of the unqueftionable 
truths concerning providence, and this will lead 
yon farther than you apprehend, without the leaft 
danger of miAake. Is it not certain, that ' a fpaf'^ 

* row falleth not to the ground without your hea* 

* venly Father, and that the very hairs of your 

* head are all numbered by "him/ Is it not of the 
Lord's mercy then, that yoQ awaked this morning, 
and did not flcep the fleep of death ? If you had 
done fo, were you ready for it ? Do you know how, 
when, or how foon rt* may be fo ? Were you en- 
gaged in any fcenebf intemperance, lewdnefs, de- 
bauchery ? would that have been a proper fcene for 
death ? Have you been preferved from any immi- 
nent danger, recovered from any threaining difor- 
der \ Is not that a mercy I Has the defire of your 
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eyes been taken a\«fay by a ftroke ? Have you heard 
the reproach of many on every fide ? Is not this 
the will of God ? Whether does it call for patience 
or pride ? Have you fufFered in your fubftance ? 
Whether does this teach you to love the world or 
to defp\fe it? Is there any uncertainty here? Be* 
lieve it, Chriftians, a perfonal application of the 
truths relating to divine providence, would reveal 
as it were a new world to you, and would make tht 
paths of God towards you every day more intelli- 
gible, every day more profitable, and (hall I not add, 
£very day more comfortable 

II. We proceed now, to the fecond thing propo- 
led, viz. what is implied in the righteous running in- 
to the name afthe,Lordas ajirong tower. The word 
tower y ef^cially when joined with the t^nhcljlrong^ 
immediately conveys to the mind the idea of protec- 
tion and defence. It evidently alludes to the ftate of 
many antient nations and tribes, who were continu- 
ally expoied to hoftile inroads and invafions, and . 
were obliged to have caftles and towers as places of 
refuge and fecurity ; and this is far from being an 
improper image of the ftate of a child of God in this 
prefent world^ whether we confider the common ca- 
lamities to which he is liable as a man, or the pecu- 
liar trials with which he may be aiHlfted as a good 
man. To have a clear view of the import of the 
metaphor, we need only confider fome p^r^Ue^ P^*- 
ces, where we find the fame^xpreflion, -^^d o^^^^* 
of the fame meaning, pf^l, xviii. 2, 3^ ^ <\i^^ 
' israyrockandmyfor^rgfs, and my ^i^v. .^tf » '^'^ 
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God, my ftrcogtb^ in whom I will truH; ifly bocft* 
ler» and the horn of my falvatioD ; and my .high 
tower. I will call upon the Lord, who is worthy 
to be praifed, fb fhall I be faved from mine ene^ 
mies. PfaK xxril. r, 2. The Lord is my light 
and my falvation, whom (hall I fear ? tbeXord Ts 
the ftrength of my life, of whom fhall I be afraid ? 
When the wicked, even mine enemies and my foes, 
came npon me, to eat np my fle/h, they ftambled 
aad fell. Pfal. Ixi. 2, 3, 4. From the end of the 
earth will I cry unto ther, when my heart is o* 
verwheimed : lead me to the rock th*t is higher 
than I. For thou haft been a fhelter for me, and 
a ftrong tower from the enemy. I will abide ia 
thy tabernacle for ever; I will truft in the covert 
of thy wings.. Selah.' When we hear a good maa 
ufiDg fuch expreffions as thefe, we may gather, with 
the greateft certainty and cleamefs, what is the ge- 
neral import of God's being ajirong towcr^ nanfcly, 
that he is a moft po^^'crful proteftor; that his al* 
tiaighty providence is the fureft and ftrongeft defence 
'againft all enemies of whatever kind, Jet their art, 
.iheir aftlvity, their roalfgnity, be what they will. "* 
Though this may not feem to need any farther 
explication ; yet, for the affiftance and direftion of 
fcrious perfons, let us confider a little what is im* 
plied in the righteous running ints this tower for theit 
proteftion. This is the rather neceflary, that though 
it is the privilege, the doty, and rtie praftice of the 
iervaots of God, to make God their defence and ftay, 
ytt they may be faulty and defeftive in this pSrt of 
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tiiek dflty, aad fsfi«r a profortioaal bft lo pobt rf 
COBifiart. 

^'T^^is^nmmgtotbettmeifCtdM their ArtBg 
Umer, implies the Kfelf <wdfe of faidi ^x>Aia Z 

i»wcraadwiUiagB«feflfGodtopr«teftihein. ft 
isoaly ty £iith t]m wecan^ to as iiwifiUe God 
A« faith flJaftfaethcpriadfkaf dl^corptridefirl 
WOE t»God. fo Aith i8«fide«ly th*ia«tedi3te Bead 
of all traft lo or eB>yineai of God. Therefote it 
is Aid ^vith *be srcateft propriety, * «b« juft fl,all 
* Jiw by faith.' 

You nay obferve. I tare feid the Uvefy cxerdft 
of fa«th; for. befides the babitnal perfnalbn of 
*he geat troths of ndigloa, a, the fonndatlon of 
«ir adherence to God a« our portion, there mufl be 
«» aftnal coatemplatiaB of them as the mean of oat 
ioppoct m trial or dclisBrance horn iittga. Wfaat- 

«rer he the nature or fimrce of temptation] we iMll 
Jxitttat, as it were, and refill it, -by taking fnitable 
wewsof thefolBe6aidall.fi«flfetieftcyofGQd. Does 
ibe heliewr ftand in aeal of .any dang fpiritaal or 
tJaaporali is he di«refied<mth the want of it ? does 
liefec ao iiuman or.probaWe way of his hoae fetf. 
•fdied with it ? He runs to the name of Cod as Ms 
firmg tower, by confidering, that « the car<b is thfe 

• Lord's, and the fulnefs thereof; ' that his wifdom 
JB mfinite; and that; if it is really neceflary. he<ao 
«afily find a way of bcfto^»4og it. Pfel xxxir g lO 
'* O fear the Lord ye his feiBtsj forfhereisnowaiti 
' ^o^f^th" fear him. The youog Ko^g jo lack, 
« and fulfcr hunger ; but they ^t w j^ ImA 

* &aM not wast any goo^ ,hlng/ H^ ^^^ ^^oa 

B 
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the naiverfil prefeooe and the fpectal providence of 
God, and endeavours to reafon down his anxiety and 
fear. Perhaps he may do it in the words oi oar blef- 
Ted Saviour, Matdi. vi. 25. to the 33. verfe, 'There- 
' fore, I fay unto you, take no thought for your lifi% 
f what ye fhail eat, or what ye (hall drink, nor yet 
« for your body what ye fliall put on ; is not the life 

* more than meat, and the body than raiment ? Be- 

* hold the fowls of the air; for they ibw not, nei- 
f ther do they reap, nor ^th^r into barns ; yet your 

* heavenly Father feedeth them. Are ye not much 

* better than they? Which of you, by taking though^ 

* can add one cubit untohisftature? Andwhytakeye 

* thought for raiment ? Coniider the lilies of the 

* fiefd, how they grow; they toil not, ndther io 

* they fpin ; and yet, I fay unto you, that even So- 

* lomon, in all his glory, was not arrayed like ope 
« of thefe. Wherefore, if God (o clothe the grafs of 
' the field, which to-day is, and to-morrow is caft 

* into the oven, (hall he not much more clothe yon^ 

* GTyi of little faith ? Therefore take no thought, 

* faying, what (hall we eat ? or what (hall we drink i 

* or wherewithal (hall we be clothed ? (For after all 

* thefe things do the Gentiles feek;) for your hea- 

* venly Father knoweth that ye have need of all thefe 

* things. 

Is the believer diftreded with enemies, malicious, 
powerful, implacable ? does he fafier, or is he afraid 
of fuffering from them, in bis name, in his perfbn, in 
his life iifclf ? he confiders the power of God to (hicld 
him from their attacks, or more than compenfate all the 
injuries which he may receive from them, and ftrength- 
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en and animate him to a vigorous diicharge of his duty 
in oppofition to them. PfaL iii. 5, 6, 7,8^^1 laid mt 

* down and flept, I awaked ; for the Lord fuftained 

< me : I will not be afraid of ten thoufands of people 
' that have let themfelve^ againft'me round about. 

* Afik, O Lord ; iave me, O my God ; for thoa haft 

* fmitten all mine enemies upon tlie cheek-bone; thou 

< haft broken the teeth of the ungodly. Salvation be- 

* longeth nnto the Lord ; thy bleffing is upon thy 

* people. Selah.' He endeavours to deliver himfelf 
from the diftrefiing fear of man, by the reafonabb 
and dutiful fear of offending God, Luke, xii. 4, 6* 
^ And I (ay unto you> my friends^ be not afraid of 
' them that kill the body» and after that have no 

* more that they can do. But I will forewarn you 

* whom you fhall fear : Fear hiAi» which after be 

* hath killed, hath power to caft into hell, yea, I fay 
' unto you, fear him. Dan.iil 16, i7»i8.Sbadrachf 

* Me(hech, and Abedn^o, anfwered, and faid to the 

* king* O Nebuchadnezzar t we are not careful to an- 

* fw«r thee in this matter. If it be £>, our God, 

< whom we ferve, is able to deliver us fit>m the burn* 
^ jsg fiery funaoe; and be will deliver us out of 

^ thine hand, O King ! But, if not, be it known un« 

* SD'thee.OKittg f thatwe will not ierve thy gods, nor 

< worfiiip the golden iouge which thou haft fet up.' 

Is the bdiever afraid of the ordinary evils of life } 
is he of a timorous nature, trembling at the thoughts 
of the accidents that may befal Um ? he runs to the 
name of God as the fupreme dilpoier of every events 
and thinks of the invifible power that goyerns and 
directs all vifible things, and that the .very m'u^^^s 
B a 
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cf proYi<kiice hare recdrcd a charge concerning dl 
bb people: P&Lxd. x,-«^i2. 'He thatdwdktb 

< in tbe fecret phoeo£ iheMoftHig^iball abide n- 
« der the ihadow of the Almighty. I will bj of die 
^ Lord, he b my re&giB, and my fiortrefs; my CM, 

• in him vr'Jl I trttft. Surety he fliall deliver thee 
I from tbe fnare of the fowler» and from the floifi>me 
« peftUeooe* He ihall oo«tr thee ^(b hb faatben;- 

• add nnder i^ wings (bak thoa tnift. Hit truth' 

• fiiaU be tby ibieid and buckler. Tbon (belt oof 

• be afraid for tbe terror by i^bt, nor for the ar-^ 

• row tbat ffeth by day f nor for tbe peiHlence that 

• \^in6etb ift darkoeft % nor for the deftrnftion Aat 

• %^ftethatn6oA*diy. A thodSoidftallfallat thy fide; 

< and ten tbcmfend at thy r%ht hand ; bnt it Ihatf 

• h0i come nigh thee: only "^Hk thine eyes ihalt 
'thou behold, aiKi fee the reward of the widced/ 

< becatrfe thou haft made the Lord, vrhicb b myVe- 

< foge, even the Bdoft High, thy habrtatton. There 

• Aatt no evil befal thee, neither fhall any ptagne come 

• nigh thy dwdlingt for he fiuril give hts afogel^ 
,* charge ofer thee, to kee^ thee in all thy tnjt. 

To the power I joiued the wiffingnefs of God to 
preserve ami proteft hia peopk, on thek fmcere and 
httmbie appKcatioD to him for it. This is abfolnte- 
Jyfteceflaryasapartof the objeft of faith. ItwaaW 
be in vain to run to any ftrong place> with a view of 
bchig prefcrved from otir enemies, nnleft we have 
Ibme groottd to hope we fhall be received fnto it; 
and it would be madncfs to flee to a fortrefe kept by 
an enemy : but God is every righreous man's friend : 
A\ the divine pcrfcftions are engaged for hb wd*- 
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ikre : and therefore he aiay coDfideatly ran to God 
from every danger, and be aflarcd both of a kind 
wekome, and of al) that fafety which is nea^ary 
fer him. 

Faith, in this refpeA, has an immediate relation to 
thepromiiesof God. Itishisname^aslobiervedoa 
die fecner head, to which we are toflee»as revealed in 
. his wfttten word; and much of the Jife 6i pra^ical' 
religion conHfts in attending to the tenor, and in a 
daQy apfdicatiott of the promifes. God himfelf re« 
qnires ns to call npon him in a time of trouble, Pfid^ 
L 15. * And call upon me in the day of tronUe; I. 
' will ddber thee ^aod thoa (halt glorify me.' Nay, 
be is gradoofly pleafed to reckon onr calling upon 
him an eflentiai charafter of his own people^ Zech. 
xiii. 9. ' And I will bring the third part through the 
* fire, and will refine them as filver is refined, and 
' will try them as gold is tried ; they fhall call 
' on my nanie, and I will hear them ; I will fay, it 
' b my people ; and they fliall fay, the Lord is my 
' God.' He is pleafed to efteem this, as giving hun 
the glory of his troth and faithfolnefi, "mfilomy 
power, and goodnefs, which we find reprelented in 
icripture as (b many chambers of proteAion into 
which the righteous are called to enter for fafety and 
prefervation, Ifa. xxvi. 20. * Come, my people^ en< 
' ter thon into thy chambers, and (hut thy doors a- 
' bout thee ; hide tbyfcl^ as. it were, for a little 
« moment, until the indignation be overpaft. 

I fliall only further obferve that faith in both 
thefe refpeAs, as applying the power and promife 
of God| receives very much ftreogth from the e* 
' B3 
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2aii4>iet of his incrcy, cither towards onrfefares or 
others. His name is recorded in erery ps^ of the 
l^ftory of provideoce. And his people caaaoc» in a 
more proper or efieQual mamier, run into it as a 
Jlr<9ig tcwfr, than by confideliag aod WeigUng the 
eaumples of divioc iotcrpofitioo* in bebaif of Us 
fiuthful icTTants. For this ceaibo, is fo gitat a part 
of the holy fcriptines htftorical ; becaufe they ferve^ 
in a more cHefiual manner^ to engrave the truths of 
selig^n both on the flSeiBory and heart. Manycaa 
rtffltmber what befti Abrahaai, David, Samuel, Da« 
Aiel» and others, who would forget the precepu de« 
Ureitd them' in a more abftrafi manoer* And vftry 
one mnfi be fenfiUe, that the ioAmflions which 
arife dearly apd obvioofly from bifiorical £ifts« 
come home upon the confcience with a degree of 
evidence, foperior to any thing that flows merely 
from the dcdofUons of reafoa. May not the Chrif^ 
tiao« with great advantage, lay, ^ Do I not ierveao 
^ everlalling and nocbaogeabie God ? Is be not the. 
** fame, yeftcrday, to day» aod for ever i U his hand 
<' at all ihorteoed, that it cannot fave^ or his eav 
•* heavy, that it cannot bear? Is not he who iaved 
^ Daf fd, the ftriplingi from the Arength ^ Goliah | 
^* who faved Daniel from the power of the lions 9 
** and in many other mfiasces, a£itcd <xt delivered 
** bis own people^ when employed in bis lerrice, a« 
^ bk to fave me from the power of the enemy, and 
** to carry me through all the trials of this earlhl/ 
«^ ftate, whether they arife from temptation or ftf- 
*• fering?** I hope 1 need not tcB you to apply, in 
the fame manher, all that yon have learned of th^ 
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fntdom or goodocis of Provklenoe, from reading or 
coaveriaiioii. For tbi& reaibo, the Plalmift declares 
kis refalotioQ of comoauoicattng the mercy of God 
%o his Ibii], Pfid« bLvi. i6. « Come and hear, all jre 

< dial fear God, and I wUl declare what he hath 

< done for my foo!.' 

Suffer me here to %, that I caiiaot fee a {badow 
of reaiba why ChrUUaos (hoaid aot iuutate the Pial* 
mift's esumple, ia impartiog thdr experteoce of di- 
vine grace, for tbek motnal inftruAioa aad coofola- 
tioo. If the AadeDt will commuaicate his intellect 
toal dtfcoveries; if the oaturalift will commnmcate 
bis faAs aod obfervations ; if the tradefemao will 
commimicate his attainment ia his profeflioo ; i^ 
no maa icraples to communicate what he hath 
koowa to be uiefuU for the health of the body ; 
teU m^ ye ioH-oers, what ihoold hinder the Cbrif* 
tian to commimicate to bis fellow ^vants, what 
8Uiy kr9t for their fpirituai oooiblation and peace?. 

Bnt if oor mutual experience may be leuriceable 
10 each other, how much more muft the pafl good- 
fiefs of God towards themlelves, encourage his chil* 
^ren to put their trnft in him ? How juft and beau* 
tjful the P&lmift's reflexion, P(al. buii. 7. ' fiecaufe 
f thou haft been my help; therefore in the ihadow 

* i)t thy imgs vinjl I rejoice*'. In die lame manner 
1» recovers from his doubts and fears, P&U Ixxvii. 
5,«^i a. ' I have ooofidered the days of old, the 
^ years of antient times; I call to r^m^i^^'^^^^^ 

• my {bog ir the night; j commune w^^j iDto« o^« 
^ heart, and my fpirit ^ade diSg^ftt tL.^^ ^^ 
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' able no more? Is his mercy clean gone for ever f 
' doth his promtfe fail for evermore \ Hath God for* 

* gotten to be gracious ? hath he in aogqr ihut up 
' his tender mercies ? Sdah. And I fidd, this is my 

* hlfirmity; but I ^I remember the years of die 
' right hand <^ the Moft High. I ^U remember 

* the works of the Lord, furely I will remember 

* thy wonders of old.' 

Thus, my brethren, the believer nins, by faith, 
iidQ thc^ name rf Cod as bis ftreng fewer s smd as he 
who once gets into what be thinks an impr^iiable 
fortrefiy will fpeak to his enemies in the language of 
difdain and defiance; to he who hath repofed his 
confidence in an almighty proteAor, may tread up* 
on the necks of his enemies; may be confident, that 
through God he (hall do valiantly. Neither is it any 
fable, but matter of certain experience, that many 
' through faith have fubdued kingdoms ; wrought 
' righteoufiiefs; obtained promifes; (topped the 

* mouths of lions; quenched the violence of fire; 

* efcaped the edge of the fword j out of weaknefs 
' were made ftrong'; waxed valiant in fight; turn* 
' ed to flight the armies of the aliens/ Heb. xi; 

33. 34. 

2. The righteous runneth into the name of God as 
a ftrong tower by the exercifc of fervent prayer. 
Prayer is the immediate and direA mean of implor- 
ing the divine affiftance and proteftion. Faith is the, 
habitual principle and prayer is the aftual appiica-< 
tion of it. Many are the precepts in fcripture enjoin- 
ing the diligent exercife of, this duty. CoL iv. 2. 
« Contanoe in prayeo and watch in the fame wid| 
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* tbank^Wifig. i TheC v. 17. Pray witfaoat ceaf- 

* iag* Many are the promiies of a gracious aofwer 
to our prayers. Malt. Yii. 7. « Alk, aod it ihaU be 
' gjlveo yoa; feelc» and ye fhaU fiod; kaock, aod it 
' Q}all be opeacd uato you.— xxi. 22. And aU things 
' whatfiievcr ye ihall a(k 10 prayer, believing, ye 
' ihall recdve. John xiv. 13. And vFhatibeyer ye 
< Aiatt a(k in my naae, that will I do; that the Fa- 

* tiiermaybei^kxificdintlieSon/ There areaUb 
' esKhortattooB to idspcMrtuBfty in prayer. Luke 
' xvin. I, And he fpake a parable unto thenv to 
' this end| that men ought always to pray, and no( 
' to faint.' Many aflhrances of the fncceis of prayer, 
' F&l. xuiY. 6» 17. ' This poor man cried, and the 

* liotd heard him^ andfaved him out of all bis troo- , 
« Ides. The righteous cry, and the Lord hearetb,, 
' and deUvereih them oat of all their treubks.' Ma- 
ny eaaaples of the power and efficacy of prater, as 
in Jacob, David, Daniel.^**It feems plainly an efleatiai 
dnraOer of true piety, to be given to prayer. Pfa). . 
dx*4. ' For my love they are my adverlurieSy bur I 
^gave myftlf nnto Prayer.' I forbear enlar|^ 
on thefe particularly, imd flull only fay» that it 
is qutie neceffiirf, in order to our running mio 
tin name rf G^d as a ftrmig t9mr. Though he 
knoweth sdl our wants perfectly, he requures that 
we implore bis affiftaace by prayer. PbiL 4. 6. * Be 
' carefiil for nothing, but in every diiag by prayer 
^ aod fupiriicatioo, with thankfgiviDgy let your re- 

* quefh be made known unto God.* 

The truth is, prayer is the natural remedy to 
irfiidi ait are ready to &y in extremity. Even bad 
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men are dMpofed to cry unto God in great diftrels, 
but his own children are more habitually cxefcifed' 
to the duty, and as they only do it on proper prin- 
ciples, and with proper difpofiiions, fo they only' 
have the promife of acceptance, and fuccefs. Jam. v. 
1 6. « The effcftual fervent jirayer of a righteous 

* man availeth much.* 

3. In the laft place, The righteous rtmnethvnt9 
tbenametfCodas ajlrong tower^ by diligence in 
his duty; This aifo is neceflary and inieparable 
from a child of God, and in order to take a diftinft 
view of the ChrifUan's diligence, in this particular 
light, as the foundation of truft, you may obferre/ 
that it implies thefe following things, i. Diligence 
in all duties in general ; in order to afoo^tain his 
charafter, and to be alTured of the divine fiivonr' 
and pnoteAion, the promifes of deliverance, of 
ftreogth and prefervation, are all made to thofe 
who fervc God in fincerity. There is no fuch 
thing as a promife in any part of fcripture to a bad 
man, as fuch. There are alfo the moft poirtive ani 
gradous aflurances of powerful, fupport in hiSsx*' 
Ibg, and all necefTary help to thofe who truly 
fear God, Ifa. xliii. i, t. ' But now» thus faith 

* the Lord, that created thee, O Jacob !. and he 

* that formed thee, O Ifrael ! Fear not, ,for I have. 

* redeemed thee; I have called thee by thy name> 
' thou art mine. When thou pail^ftjLhrough the- 

* waters^ I will be with thee ; and through the ri-. 
« vers, they (hall not overflow thee. When thou. 

* walkeft through the firerthou (halt not be burnt; 
^ neither fhall the flame kindle upon thee.' Nay^^ 
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the moft ejfprefs dedarations, that all thiiigs (haU 
Ulue to dieir advaatage* however diicoiiragiag an a- 
fpe6t they may wear for a feaiba* Rom. vilL 28. 
« And we know, that all things work together for 
' good, to them thar love God, to them who arc 
*■ the called according to his purpole** From this it 
plainly follows, that the very way to run into the 
the name of God, is^ by habitual diligence in domg 
Isis will. The more we can, by walking in his fear, 
keep clear onr title to his fpectal favour, the more 
Qn/haken truft and confidence we may place in his 
power and mercy, in every trial ; for he hath not 
forfaken them that love him. So certain is this, 
that I believe every experienced Cbriltian will bear 
teftinvmy, that when he is unhinged by diftrefs, 
,wben he is filled with anxiety, and fear of any kind^ 
it ariies as much, or ibore, from fuipicion erf" him- 
ielf, and doubt of his relation to God, as from any 
di(belief of the general truth, that God will fupport 
and ftrengthen his own people. Therefore the righ- 
.teons may be faid to run into the name (fG(d^ when 
they exerdle themfelves in keeping confciences void 
.of offence» and walk (b as they may humbly hope 
for his acceptance and approbation. 

2. As a good man runs into his ftrong tower, by 
diligence in every part of his duty in general ; fb par- 
ticularly by a watchful attention to his conduA, in 
every time of trial or danger. He will be on his guard, 
left by any part of his behaviour he provoke God 
to depart from him. He will then, in a peculiar 
-manner, fct the Lord before him, that he may, with 
•the greater confidence, commit his caufe and his in- 
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ter«ft to hi6 care. The fttSering dirdples of Chrill 
«>e ofteo waroeJ of the aecdSty of diis. i.Fet.rr. 
19. < Therefore, kt them that fofier, accordiag te% 
* the wiU of God» commU the keeping of their foals 
« to him IB weU-dotngy as mito a finthfiil Creator.^ 
Whether therefere ibe danger ariles frombofily 
mMbt from woildly lofles, fnxn fiaader and re^ 
proach, or from ^vhaterer other quarter, the Atfk 
«0d great care of theChrfflSaa.fliould be, to keep 
fats cooiaeBoe aadefiled; and the oeceffityof this ts 
the greater, that fntiSrring ^kaes are always limes of 
trial. It ts no eafy natter to refift the temptations 
which ariie from a fuf&iing ftate, ordained expnfiif 
for the trial of oar faith, which we are told, is 'more 
' predoas than that of gold whidi peiifliedi/ We 
may be tempted to impatieace nnder calamity, to re- 
feotment of iajwries, to taking wrong and fmfni me- 
thods of redrefs. in q)poiition to aM thefe, the fer* 
vant of God will be particularly careful to avoid 
thole £a8 which bis iltnation invites Urn to, and to 
dilcharge thofe duties wluch the afpeft of provi- 
•dence feems to alk of him; he will confider this as 
the gneat and only objeA df bis attentioa, and free« 
ly commit the condoft of events, and the iflbe of 
thiogs, to an aU-gracions, and almighty God. Pfal. 
xxxvii. 5, 6. * Commit thy way onto the Lord; 
^ truft alfo in him, and he (hall bring it to pafs. 
« And he (hall bring forth thy righteoufncfs as 
* the light, and thy judgment as die noon day.' 

3. A good man will diligently ufe every lawful 
mean for his proteftion and deliverance. This 
may be confidered as inchided under the former 



Set* n v^ friffi in Cod. a j 

fftrttciildn beii^ a {)trt oi his^dnty. Trufl in God, 
is by M means a prefoiflljptuous and flothful fecori* 
ty, but a patient dependence on the bleffiog of pro- 
.:^}denoe io an apfdif^tion to onr duty. To do o- 
iberwUe, is jaft tirhat is called in fcnpture, tempting 
Cod. For the wifefl pnrpofirst God hath fixed and 
fettled the relation between the means and the end; 
and we are iM)t to expeA» either in natural or fplrl- 
taal things, to obtain the end, while we defplfe the 
means. -Gal. vi. 7. ' Be not deceived^ Cod is not 
•- mocked ; for whatfoever a man foweth, that (hall 
5- he^alfo reap.' But, 

4. In the laft place. The good man will renounce 
oil dependence on created help, as fuch, and place 
'his ultimate hope only on the power and fovereign- 
ty rf divine providence. He will not negleft the ufe 
of outward means, in obedience to the command of 
God, but will look for the expefted benefit from 
4hem, only by the bleffing of God. The running ' 
into afirtmg tower y implies a renunciation of our 
dependence on any thing elfc, we give up aB other 
methods of defence, and truft in it alone for fecu- 
rity. So it is here. There may be not only a de- 
pendence on means unlawful in them/elves, but a 
ilnful, becaufe an exceflive dependence upon fuch 
as are moft lawful. We lee this remark made on 
Ala. 2. Chron. xvi. 12. • And Afa, in the thirty 
« and ninth year of his reign, was difeafed in his 
« feet, until his difeafe was exceeding great: Yet 

* in his difeafe he fought not to the Lord, but to 

* the phyficians.' Many are the evidences we^ave; 
from daily experience, of the wcaknefs and uncei- 

C 
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tainty of all outward means^ that we may not be 
tempted to idolize them, or to traft in them ; and 
we find, in many paOages of ftripture, an expreft 
oppofition fiated between troft in God, and truAia 
human or created help. Pfal. acviii. 8, 9. * It is bet* 

• ter to truft in the Lord, than to put confidence in 

• man. It is better to truft in the Lord, than to put 

• confidence in princes.* Pfel. cxlvi. 3. « Put not 

• your truft in princes, nor in the fon of man, ia 
' whom there is no help.' 

III. We proceed now to the third thing propofcd; 
which was, to cbnfider the perfeft fecurity of ihq 
righteous, ivho runneth into the name of the Lord as 
ajtrmg tower — the righteous runneth unto it, and 
isfafi' And here, my brethren, I cannot help ob- 
ferving, that though this is a truth of the moft ma- 
nifeft importance, and, at the fame time, the moft 
undoubted certainty, it is what but few attain to the 
unfliaken perfuafion and daily application of, in their 
paflage through this valley of tears. In order to il- 
luftrate it, I (hall fliordy confider, \Ji, Wherein this 
fafety of the righteous confifts. idly, The abfolutc 
certainty of their being thus preferved fafe. 

We are told, the righteous runneth into this tower ^ 
and is fafe. In a perfeft confiftchce with the ufc of 
the metaphor, the word might perhaps be better 
tranflated, is exalted, or placed on high. Now, their 
fafety, I think, confifts in the following particulars. 
I . God, many times, by the courfe of his providence, 
preferves them from dangers which they could not 
otherwife efcape. Every good man, who has attend- 
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cd, if I may fo fpcak» to his ow^ hiftbry, muft have 
ol^nre^y that he hath beea delivered frmn danger 
by fach raeaas as were ao way the effe A of his owa 
prodeoceor forefight, ii9r indeed could be, and 
ixrlucfa therefore he is cooflraioed to afcribe to the 
goodnefs and wifdom of Providence. Nay, fometimes 
things &11 oat fo contrary to human expe^ation,. 
and the ordinary courfe or things, that he is con*. 
flrained, with wonder» to confefs the very fioger o£ 
God. He-fometimes blafls the counfel of the wick- 
ed, and makes their devices of n(Hie effect. The £•» 
gypti^s thought the Ifraelites were fo inclofed in 
the Wildernefs, with the Ked.Sea before them, and 
their army at their back, that it was impoiSble for 
them to efcape : but God, by a mighty hand, and 
an outftretched arm, opened a way for them through 
the midft oi the waters, and their enemies were 
drowned in the depths of thefea. Haman, no doubt, 
thought his vei^ance fure againft all the Jews; 
but, when it was juft ready to burft, God turned 
his devices againA himfelf, and caufed him to periib 
by the very means which he had contrived for the 
deftru^tion of the innocent. 

I need not attempt, becaufe indeed it is impoA 
fible, to enumerate the various ways by which the 
great Di(pofer of all things works deliverance ia 
danger. He Ibmetimes changes the hearts of ene*. 
nues, as he did of Eiau towards Jacob— *-and of the 
ApofUe Paul, when breathing out threatenings a- 
gainft the church. — He ibmetimes carves out other 
WOTk for perfecutors^ as Saul was once and again 
calkd pfFfrom the purfuit of David by the Phili* 
C % 
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fiinet; and ibmettnies he oiatoes the intended evil 
prore a real bkffiagv as in the cafe of Jofe{4), ia 
vbofe hiftory we have one of the moft beaatifnl 
draughts of Providence that is any where to be fees, 
and done with that nnioQ of oiajefty and ftniplidty» 
which fo remarkably diftingnifties the fiicred writ- 
ings. The whole hundred and twenty-fonrth P&lm is 
aceiebratioQof divtne power, anda hymn of praUefor 
divine proteAion. « If it had not been the Lord, who 

* was on oar fide, now may Ifrael fay; if it had not 

* been the Lord, who was on our fide, when tneo 

* rofe t»p againft os, then they had fwallowed us up 

* qnick, when their wrath was kindled againft us t 
' then the waters had overwhelmed us, the ftream 

* had gone over our foul : Aen the proud waters 
' bad gone over our (bul. Blefled be the Lord, who 

* hath not giveii us as a prey to their teeth. Our ibol 
' is efcaped as a bird out of the (bare of the fowlers : 
' the fiiare is broken, and We are efcaped. Our 

* help is in the name of the Lord, who made hea- 
' ven and earth.' 

I (hall only add, on this head, that a (erions per*' 
foQ, when thinking or fpeaking of deliverance front 
danger, will always confider fm as the greateft dan- 
ger : he will refleft, with the higheft pleaiure, oil 
the inftances in which God has enabled him to 
difchargc his dnty with conftancy. Let me beg of 
you to remember, with what courage and reiblution 
the young perfbns, Shadrach, Meftiecb, and Abed- 
nego fpoke to King Nebuchadnezzar, and refifted 
the threatenings of that powerful prince. It is worth 
While CO obfcrve^ that they and Daniel fcciDj io that 
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perilous time, to bam given themfelves much to the 
exerciie of prayer* Thus, running into the name qf 
Cod as afirong tovemr^ they obtained fecurity, while 
Other very emineot parfois» by trufiing ia them* 
ielFes, or boafting of their own ftreogth, fell before 
temptations of a very triffiog kind, as Abraham and 
Ifaac in denying their wi?e», and the ApoiUe Peter 
in denying his Mailer* 

%. The fecurity of the righteous confifls in the 
promile of Arength and fupport in the time of trial* 
Although God preferTes his people from many dan- 
gers, yet he has no where promifed them deliverance 
from alL On the contrary, we are told, ' that all 
^ that will live godly in Chrift Jefusmuft fuifer per- 

< fecution ; and that through much tribulation we 

• muft enter into the kingdom of God/ Yet, e- 
ven in thefe circumftances, they are fafe, becaufe 
God is with them \^ their afflictions; his rod ^nd 
his ftajBT powerfully fupports them. Need I tell you^ 
that here, in a particular manner, the text is exem- 
plified: The name rf the Lord is a flrong tower; the 
righteous runneth into it, and is fafe. Under a fmart- 
lag rodi what can a child of God do, but enter into 
his fecret chambers^ and fupplicate the ailiftance and 
prcfence of his reconciled Father? and has he not 
promifed to grant it? lfa.*xliii. i. 'But now, thus 

• faith the tord, that created thee, O Jacob I and 

• he that formed thee, O Ifrael ! fear not ; for I have 

< redeemed thee; I have called thee by thy name> 

• ihou art mine/ And ^ has he not many times, in 
faft, granted it I The three children walking at li- 
ken; in the midA of the fire with the Son of God^ 

C 3 ^ 
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is their companioD, was but one inftaooe of what 
has many times happened in every age. Who would 
Dot rather be in the place of Paul aaS Silas, iingiog 
^aifes to God in their chsuns, than be the mailer of 
the world, with all the danger and anneties of a 
throne \ Let me here make an obfervation, which I 
think is warranted both by fcriptureand experience, 
that juft as in point of duty, iQ alfo in point of fnf'* 
fering, the fecurity and comfort of the peojsle of 
God depends upon their running into, and, if £ may 
fo exprefs it, keeping within the bounds of their 
ftrong tower. If they keep clofe to God, no fufler- 
ing will difconcert them ; no enemy will terrify them : 
but, if they neglect this, they may be unhinged by 
a very flight trial. 1 hinted before, felf-dependence 
will make men fall btfore a very trifling temptation : 
but dependence on divine ftrength will make them 
fupt rior to the greateft. In the very fame manner, it 
Bath been often feen, that perfons, who have loft 
their temper, or loft their courage, in fnfierings of 
no extraordinary kind, when more feverely tried have 
behaved infinitely better, and being conftrained to 
flee to God for proteftion, have found fnch benefit 
from it, that they have flept in peace and comfort 
in a loathfome prifon, have gone with an undaunted 
ftep to an ignominious fcaffi^ld, nay, and embraced* 
with joy and tranfpprt, a halter or a ftake, 

3. In the laft place, The righteous is fafc under 
the divine proteftioo, as they are fure of deliverance 
in the end, and complete viftory over all fuiflcrings . 
of every kind. Thus it is faid, Pfal. xxxiv. 17. to the 
end, < The righteous ay, and the Lord hearethj aod 
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« deiirereth them out of all their troubles. The 
' Lord is oigh rnito them tliat are of a broken heart, 
'and iavelh facb at be of a contrite if^rit. Maoj 
« are the affiiAions of the righteous r but the Lord 
« ddirereth him out of them ail. He keepeth all his 

* ix»es, not one df them is broken. Evil (hail flay 

* the-wickedy and they that hate the rightcons (hall 
''be deiblate. The Lord redeemeth the foal of his 
' Servants; and none of them that trull in him ihall 

* be deibltte.' .There is a great beantf in this kft 
paflage, which is loft or concealed in our tranfla^ 
tion; it lies in the oppoficion between the 19 and 
2 1 verfes. The 19 rcrfe runs thus, * Many are the 

* affliAions of the righteous ; but the Lord deliver* 

< eth htm out of them all.' In oppofitioa to this, 
it is faid, in the 2 1 verfe, as it ftiould be tranflated, 

< One evil (hall (lay the wicked ; and they that hate 

* the righteous (hall be defolate.' This probably 
points at the great diftinguiihing fecurity of good 
men, that their falvation is fafe in the keeping of God» 
and quite beyond the reach of their mod implacable 
enemies. Whatever ftraitening circumftances they 
may be reduced to, they have treafures in heaven, 

* which neither moth nor ruft can corrupt, nor 
'* thief break through and ftcal.' They may be dri- 
ten from their habitations, or banifticd from their 
country ; they may refemble thofe of whom we read, 
Heb xi, 36, 37» 38. « And others had trials of cruel 

* mockings, and fcourgings ; yea moreover of bonds 

* and imprifonment. They were ftoned, they were 

* fewn afunder, were tempted, were (lain with the 
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'goatikins; bdag ddUtote, afflicted, tormented, 

• (of whom the world was not worthy;) they wan* 
' dered in defarts, and in mouotams, and io deas, 

* and caves of the earth;' but they cannot be bani(h« 
ed from the kingdom of heaven. No tyrant can fliut 
the gates of paradiie againft them ; for they have 
been opened by him, * who openeth, and no mao 
« ihutteth ; and fhutteth, and no man openeth.' I 
bave often read with admiration, both in the infpired 
writings and ecclefiafttcal hiftory, the patience and 
conftancy of the martyrs. How edifying is it to ob* 
ferve, that by witneiSng a good confeiEon, togedier 
with the gracious influence of the fpirit rf God, 
they have become fuperior to the fear of death, and 
have been enabled to deipife or pity the weaknefi of 
pcrfccuting rage ? Sometimes we may clearly fee, 
the unrighteous judges torn in pieces, with the fury 
of infernal paffions, vainly endeavouring to wreck 
their malice, by newly invented tortures, and the 
happy prifoners, as it were, already beyond their 
reach, while by faith and hope they are firmly af- 
fured of * an inheritance incorruptible and undefil- 

* ed, and that fadeth not away, referved in heavens 

• above/ 

Having thus confidered the nature of the good 
man's fecurity, I am now to confider the abfolute 
certainty of it.--On this I ftiall be very fliort, it refts 
upon the divine perfeftion, the divine promife, and 
the experience of the faints, i . The divine perfec-^ 
tion. Is there any thing too hard for the Almighty ?* 
Is he not the Lord of nature ? And are not all things 
obedient to his will ? The great enemy of fouls, aod 
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all his iailruflieats and ageots, are under the govern-* 
meat of God. He fets bounds to their ragei and will 
not fuf&r tbem to go ib much as one hairg breadth, 
beyond the Umits hehath appointed for |bem. How 
great then muft be the fecurity of thofe \rho put 
their truft in him ? Again, 

2, Coniider his faithful promife; he hath faid it. 
He htth rq>eated it, he hath fwom it, that his cove« 
oaat ihall Aaod faft for ever* Every page of the fa« 
ered oracles is foil of the molt gradous aflbraocesi 
aad thefe exprefled in the mod condeJceoding terms. 
P&l. xci. I,- — 4. 'He that dwelieth in the fecret 
' place of the Moil High, fhali abide under the flia* 
' dow of the Aimighty. I will fay of the Lord, he i^ 
' my refuge and my fortrefs; my God, in him will 

* I trull* Surely he ihall deliver thee from the fnare 
- ' of (he fowkr, and from the nolfome pe/lileuce* 

' He ihall cover thee with his feathers, and undo- his 
' Vfh^p {bait thou truft : his truth (ball be thy (hield 

* Md buckler. Zech. ii. 8. He that toucheth yoU| 
^ toucheth the apple of his eye/ Nay, the very mi" 
oiHers of his providence are your attendants. PfaL 
xci. I r. ' For be ihall give his angels charge over 

* tfaec to keep Aee in all thy ways.' 

3* Coniider the experience of the faints ; they al I, 

with one voice, bear their teftimony to the diving 

iaithfttlnefs and mercy. It is wit h this particular view 

thai the Pfalibiil fays, in that forecited text, PfaU 

jx. 10. 'Aod they that know thy name will put 

* their truft in thee; for thou, Lord, haft not for- 

* faken them thati^j^ thee/ And indeed in every 
fge^ Chriftians ^/^aM/Jing ^^'^ e:^perience are ready 
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to give their lanflioa to the certainty of God's pro- 
mifes, and will often confefs the greatnefs of his pad . 
mercy, even while they are chiding their own impa- 
tience and diftruft, that it can icarcely fuffice to em- 
bolden them for future duty, and prepare them for 
future trials. 

IV. I come now, in the laft place, to make ibme 
IH'aQical improvement of what hath been faid. And, 
firft, From what hath been faid, you may fee the 
fmfulnefs of diArufl. Has God laid fo noble a foun- 
dation for our dependence upon him; and are we 
AUl fo backward to the duty? Is not diAruft in 
fome meafure a denial of God himleif ? A denial 
of his prefence, a denial of his perfeAions, and dif> 
belief of his promifes ? Let us ail be covered with 
ihame, when we confider how much we have alrea- 
dy diflionoured him, in this refpeA. And let us 
pray, that he may enable us henceforward not only ^ 
to fend up our cries to heaven, for relief in diftrefi, 
but to caft our cares and burdens upon the Lord, 
in the faith < that he will fuftain us» that he will ne* 
* ver fuffer the righteous to be moved.* 

2. You may fee the remedy of diftruft, which is, 
t6 be more and more acquainted with the name of 
God. Contemplate his glory in the vifible creation : 
he may be feen not only in his fpreading out the 
heavens like a curtain^ but in the formation of 
the meaneft creature; in a pile of grafs, or iaa 
grain of fand. While you are daily tafting his gifts, 
forget not'to acknowledge his bounty, in the rifing 
fun, the growing corn, and the falling rain. Think 
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of hi^ithfol word, read his promifei, lay them 
up in ^r memories, write them in your hearts- 
and efpecially, the exceeding great and precious 
promifesof the evfrlaftiag gofptel, which may be 
yoors, which yoo are entreated to accept as 
yours, and if they be not yours, you fhall render 
an, account to himfelf at the laft day, for recciv- 

log them in vain. -Think alfo of his proti- 

den<;e, all you have feen, and all you have felt, 
of preferving goodnefs, and of redeeming grace! 
and continue to cleave to hiqi as your portion] 
in the Pfalmift's words, Pfal. xlviii. 14. . fhis 

* God is our. God, for ever and ever, he wiU be 

* our£uide even unto death.' 

3. In the laft place, learn from hence, what is 
the fureft and Oiorteft, and indeed, the only fafe 
way of deliverance from fuffering. Flee to God as 
jom Jrong timer, by prayer and fupplication : but 
with this, endeavour by the renewed exercife of 
faith in your redeemer's blood, to afcertain your ti- 
tie to the fevour of God ; endeavour by a ftedfaft 
adherence to your duty, to commit your ways to 
God; andfofoon, and fo far, as you have good 
ground to know that you are his children* you 
ought to refift and banifli every doubt of your fe- 
cnrity. Rom. viu. 28. ' And we know, that aU 

* things work together for good to them that love 
'God; to them who are the called according to 
•hispurpofe. Verfe 3^ of the fame chapter. He 

* that fpared not bh o^^ gon. but delivered him 
« up for usalUow/}, ^ot ^ith hua alfo frec- 

* I7 give us alJ diiflftj^" 
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SERMON II. 

The objeft of a Chriftian*s defirc in religioiu 
worlhip. 



Exodus xxxiii. 18. 
Jnd he /aid, I befiech thee^Jbew mi thy ghry. 



THESE are the words of an Old Teftament 
faint; of that Moles, wlip, as a fervant, was 
faithful over all the houfe of Qod. True piety is 
the fame in fubdance in all age$, and points at one 
thingas Its centre and its reft, the knowledge and 
enjoyment of God. Ini the preceding verfes, Mofcs 
had been employed in earneft prayer and intercef- 
fion for the people of Ifrael. He had met with 
fuccefs and acceptance in thcife requefts ; for it is 
fald, in the 14. verfe, * My prefence (hall go with 

• thee, and I will give thee reft. And in the 17th, 

* And the Lord faid unto Mofes, I will do this 

* thing alfo that thou haft fpoken ; for thou haft 
« found. grace in my fight, and I know thee by 

• name.* The condefcenfibn of a gracious God," 
though it fatisfies, does not ektinguiOi the deiires 



of h'A faints^ but rather makes them more ardent 
and importunate; for ne imniccKately adds, in t!he 
words of the text, Ihfiech thee^Jbevj me thy gbay. 
It IS highly probable^ fronv what folbws, that this 
dc£re Included more than was proper for the pre- 
feox flate; yet fuch a difcovery as was poiSble, or 
could be ufeful to him, is gracipuily proaaifed, 

* And he &idy I will make all my goodneFs pafa be- 

* fore ihce; and I will procbim the name of the 

* Lord before thee ; and will be gracious to whom 

* I will be gracious, and will fhew mercy on whom 

* 1 will Ihcw mercy.* 

My dear brethren, it is oor diftingmihed privi- 
lege, that we haTe daily unmdefted accefs to tha 
honfb and ordinances of God. We ougjit to re- 
j<Mce, that we have fo many clear and exprefs ptro- 
mifes of the divine prefence, in New Teftament 
viorfhip* But what caufe have we to be afhamedi 
Aal we are lb exceeding prone to flop (hort m the: 
tfate£bdd, to content onrfelves with the mere fbriB> 
Htftead of eameflly breathing after real, inward, and 
leniible commtiEnion with Gk)d I I have therefore 
chLofa> this fubje<fl, in the view of that folemn or-^ 
^riance, The Lord*s Suppir, where we have a fen-* 
fihle reprefentatioQ of Chrift crucified, the great 
mean pf our accefs to God, ^^^^ '^^ "^^1 ferve bioi 
on that Gccafion particularly, and the retna^^^^S . 
part of our lives habit^. iiv '^^ ^P^^^^ ^^d ^^ tT\xx.V\. 
And, Oh, that we 0^. ^""j. daWy tnor^ d^?^^'^^""^^, 
of the ftvectneft and i ^ h^ A V^^ ^^w o^ ^ 
xmd may daify long j;%^P^ ^ ibai i\^ <«V^^ 
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ftuill fenre him in a manner infinitely loore perfeft < 
and joyful in bis temple above ! 

In difcourflng on this fubjeA^ Ipropofei in depen- 
dence on divine ftrengib, * 

I To explain what is the objeA of a faint's de- 
fire, \yben he faitb» in the words of Moks^Ilfe/ieci 
thee, JbevT me thy ghry. 

II. To improve the fubjeft — particularly by 
pointing out what is the moft proper preparatioa 
for fuch a difcovcry. 

I. Then, I am to explain what is the objeft of a 
faint's defire, when he faith, in the words of Mo<es, 
Jbefeech thee^Jhew me thy glory. It is very probable, 
from the paffage following the text, which I have 
read, that Mofes had fome regard to the fenfible ap- 
pearance, which, in that difpenfation, did often ac-« 
company or notify the immediate preience of the an- 
gel of the covenant. He defired, probably, to be 
flrengthened for beholding ftedfaflly theShechinacfa,. 
or bright and luminous ^cloud which fbmetimes ap- 
peared over the tabernacle, and, by its glorious lu(^ 
tre, tended to afFeft the mind with a fenfe <£ the 
power and fovereignty of the Lord Jehovah. But 
this, furely, was not all ; for this, in itfelf, was on* 
ly a fubfidiary mean, which ferved to carry their 
views to the real and fpiritual glory of God. Jo- 
the laft, therefore, we (hall confine our attention, 
as to what the gofpel particularly opens to us, and 
what believers are enabled, by faith, to apprehend. 

When Chriftians, then, defireto fee.tbegbry of 
God, it feems chiefly to isoply the following things: 
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I. They defire to fee the glory of an eternal inde- 
pendent God ; they defire to iee the only living and 
true God in his own inherent excellence and infinite 
perfeftion. God is the foarce and fam of all excel- 
lence; or, in the language of thePfalmifl, * iheper- 

* feflion of beauty.' Every thing noble or beautifal 

in the creature, is only a faint ray from the fulnefs ^ 
of the Creator's glory. Therefore he is the proper 
objed oi the bigheft efteem, and mod profound ve- 
neradoo, of every rcafonable creature. The vifioa 
and fruition of God conftitute the employment and 
happinefs of hcavecT: and even here, while they are 
in preparation for the higher houfe, the faints defiie 
fuch a difcovery of dK divine glory as their condi- 
tion will admit of, and take jpleafure in contemplat- 
ing his nature, as revealed to them both in his word 
and in his works. They dwell, with adoring wonder, 
on all his attributes/ which are boandlefs and utl- 
. fearchable : the immeniity of his being, who fills 
heaven and earth with his prefence, whaieeth in ie- 
cret, and from whom the thickeil darknefs cannot 
cover us ; bis irrefiftible power, * who fpake, and it 
> was done, who commanded, and it flood fad;—— 
who called this great univeHe out of nothing into 
being, 'who doth in the army of hea:ven, and a* 

* among the inhabitants of the earth whatever feems 

* good unito him:' his iafi^t^ holmefs and pwity, 

. • with whom evil caunof A^^% tior fmners fland in 

* his prefence ; lerho loot . to t^ mooi^ ai^ i^ W^''^ 

* eth bot, to the ftars, ^ uey ^^^ ^^^ ptt« ^^ ^°^ 
Vfight:'hisinfiiiiteC V fv^Viowor^^^Yi^^^^'^ 
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* the beatfaen to nought, and makes t&e devices of 
^ Che people of eone tScCi : ' ius baaiK]le& goodoeA, 
vhidi fiUs the earth, aod flows Id pienteoixs flreaiBs 
to all the creatures of his power. 

But, perhaps, fonie are faying^ what is there ex- 
traordinary or peculiar in ail this f is it not clearly 
revealed in the word of God ? can any Chriftian be 
Ignorant of it ? If Mofes, in that esu-ly dUpedatioo^ 
4k fired a difcorvery of the ^tioe per£eCtions9.ii£ftfaiQg 
.of that kind is Avaftting lo tts^ who^ fiocetbeliilttefi 
of timei have fi> cDntplete a vetdatioB in the New 
TeAament. Buft« my 'bnethren, i mnil heg of 70a 
to c^bfcrve thcfe two .thii^ : 

* I . That there is ta the £u!ne£ €f the Godbead 
.an infinite and endlds variety even for the employ- 
jnem of our aatelleftnat powen. Well icdgfat £d> 
phar,in theiaook of Job, Ay, JfO^ xL 7,8,9. ' Canft 

* (thou, by ieaiching^ iind cnt Cod ? caoll thou find 

* oat thpe Ahmghty irato pecfeAion ? It is as high 
'as. heaven, what canll t^ou dof deeper than bell, 

^ whftt €xoA than koowi tbe mtAst tiiereof is 
-* longer than the learth, and broader tltttn die feu 
2» TUiaut the real and (proper Jcoowlei^e of the 
f lory of Gad Is by nawsand and fpinitBal iikumaatioa. 
Tbe lialy firriptures tiiemielves, however dear a djf- 
looveryjcfaey contain of the mature of Cod, are 00 bet- 
ter «han a iks&eA book ix> tftfany even of tlie gi^teft 
4iotnprehonfioa of mSod. ft is 'One thing 10 th>nk» 
-and ^eak, and ttif&a^VL the perftAions of Ood, ad 
«a oh}t€t of icioRce, nad anotfier to glorify faim ^ 
<yod, •or to have a deep and awfal impreffion of him 
'irpoB'OHr hearts. Heal Mievers will iaow tUsty 
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experience. A difcovery of the glory <^ God, is not 
to io^m them <^ a truth which they never heard 
before,. belt to ^ve lively penetrating views of the 
meaaing and importance of thofe truths of which 
tfaey bad, perhaps, heard and fpoken^imes without 
lUifDber. Sometimes one word fpoken of the Eter- 
Md« the Aimigbty, the Holy One, will be carried 
home upon the confcience and heart with fuch irre- 
fiitiUe for^e, as to ^e w them more of God than e- 
Ter they had feen before. O what a difference i$ 
ibere between the way in which we ufe the fame 
' words in prayer or praiie, at one time, and at ano* 
ther ! None but down-right atheifts will deny the 
omniioence and omniprefence of God ; but how fas 
is this genoral acknowledgmentfrom that overwhelm- 
ing fenie of bis prefence which believers have ibme- 
times in his wor(hip in publick or in iecret. What 
a new (enfe of God's prefence had Jacob at Bethel, 
when he faid, Gen.xxviii. i6, 17, * Surely the Lord 
^ is in this place, and I knew it cot : and be was a* 
' fraid, and faid, bow dreadful is this place \ this is 

* none other but the houle of God, and this is the 

* gate of heaven ? ' What a fenfe of God's prefence 
bad Hagar, Gen. xvi. 1 3. when ' (he called the name^ 

* of the Lord that fpake untoher, thou, God^feeft me \ 

* for, fhe faid, have I alio here looked after him that 

* feeth me ? ' or Job, when he exprefles himfelf thus^ 
Job xlii. 5, 6. * I have heard of thee by the hearing 

* of the ear ; but npw K^jpe cy^ ^^^^ ^^ee. Where- 
'* fore I abhor myf^j^ ^d repent in daft and 

•a(hes?' V 

that it plainly appears 
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t}Ktt this dtfcovery of die gloiy of God, belongt^iR- 
\j to his own people. Wicked oeB nre Akirm Icrip- 
tore, to be fiKh as know not God. They are atfb dc- 
fcribed a little dUfereiitly, as not bavifig God ift all 
tbeir thotights ; eot hot that wicked men may have 
a genera) or ctiilomary belief, in the being and perfec- 
tions of God, but becauie they have not that ifithnaie 
fcnfe of his prefence, that diftovery of the^oryand 
amiableDels of his perfeAions, which is peculiar to 
his own children. Even <he natural perfedions of 
God, his power and wifdooi, cannot be beheld with 
ftKrh Teoeration by any, ^s by thofe who are feofible 
of their obligations to ferve him. Bot above all, the 
glory of his infinite hoJinefs Mid jullke can never be 
fetn, but by thofe who dtfire to fobmit to it ; nor 
the glory of his infinite ratrcy, but by thofe who 
fee thtnrfelvcs mdcbtcd to it. This leads nae to ob- 
ferve, 

2. That the believer defirc? to fee the glory of a 
gracious and reconciled God, not only infinitely glo- 
rious in himfdf, but infinitely*nierciful to him. This 
view ought never to be feparated from the former. 
Take away the divine mercy, and the lultre of his 
other pcrfeftions is too ftrong for us to behold. 
The power, wifdom, holinefs and juflice of God, 
feparated from his mercy, fpeak nothing but un- 
mixed terror to the gnilty. It 13 very probable, 
that there was fbmething in the defire of Mofes, in 
the text, according to his own view, ignorant and 
unadvifed; but God granted his requeft only in fuch 
a way as could be ufeful to him. When be fays, 
/ befecch thcefiev) me thy glory ^ the anfwer is in tho 



Mi&fma^ t6tm»y * I vittl make all my gonfaeA pa& 
' befm chM $ and I "#111 pioclMB liie osuae of the 

* Lat4 be&H-e tbise. And i vnM begmdoBs to wfaom 

* I will be gracioas, 4nt will fliew mercy on whooi I 
' will Aew mercy/ And agaio, it is faid in the fol- 
lowiiig chapter, 6, 7, verfes. * And the Lord paOTed 
' by before htm, and proclaimed, tbe Lord, the Lord 

* God, mefcilal and gracious, k»g-fufieriiig, aad a« 

* bpodant in goodoefs and truth. Keeping mercy 

* 6x diosfimds^ forgiYiog miqniry, and tranfgref^ 
*.fiotn, and Ca: and timt \iill by no means clear tbe 

* guHty, vifiting the iniqnicy of the fathers tlpofl 
'the chiUren, and upon the diildrens children, an- 
' Co the tiiird and to the foarth generation.' 

We aiiay aUb^, that in the wlioie difjf>eQ&tioii 
of divine grace to men, God is reprefeated as com^ 
iflg under a pecnliar relation to Uiem ; and they are 
called not ohiy to ferve him as God, bot to truft in 
him as their God. Every hearer mnft be fenfU>le» how 
eflential this is to a believer's de&e, of feeing the 
glory of God. He cannot confider him as God over- 
all, without, at the fame time, remembering, that he 
is one with whom he ^ath to do. There is alfo a 
oeceffity here peculiar to oarfSdves. The holy angcte 
confider him as their maker and their happinds : bat 
the children of Adam tn^ft aafider, not only his 
goodnefs to the mr^^Xf but his mercy to the guil- 
ty. This g'^^'yof rN^ (hioes brightly, and ftiiacB 
only in the face of ^^ C^rift. God, we are told, 
« dwelleth in Ugfi^ ^^^^\ tto ^^^ ^^ approach nn- 
« to. No msa ^ ^il^^ (Jod at any time ; but thfe 



^ 



f1^^ 



44 72^ ^^A 9f^ Cbrifiim'jf Jefire Ser. 2«<. 

la thif WMiderfol difpeofiidot, iodeecL aU the per^ 
feaioD» of God are found noited; bat above all^ 

• Grace aad mcrqr fluoe aod cBigD chroogh rigbte- 

• cfa&a&t by. Jero» Chrift ouir Lord.' 

Here 1 moA add^ chat the believer not o«ly defire9> 
to iee the g^ory of God's meicyr in general^ as dif- 
played ia the gofpcl, ia which he nay have a (hare» 
but to take an appropriadag view of it» at what he 
bath a dear right and tide to call bis own. Doobt^ 
lefs the mercy of God is poblifliedy o&riiig fidvatioo 
to the chief of fiimers. It is thdr duty to accept of 
k; it is their ioterefi to cleave to it. But they are 
maoy times deterred by what they fee ia God, they 
are many times difcoaraged by what they kd in 
tbemfelveSy and are afraid to aflert their title to fi> 
great a bleffing. But when, by the Holy Spirit, thejr 
are enabled to fee the infinite price paid for their re* 
demption, in the crofs of Chrift ; when they fee the 
riches of divine grace, in the ctok of Chriil ; when 
they hear the urgent invitations to them to believo 
in the crofs of Chrift ; when- they are enabled freely 
to renounce and quit hold of every other claim;, 
when their hearts are fweetly conftrained by the 
bonds of their Redeemer's love; they can then look 
upon God as their reconciled father, through him 
who hath made peace, by the blood of his crofs, and 
iay unto YivaiyMy Lord! and my God! What an eUis 
dearing view is this of the divine glory, and what 
ineffable fatisfa^lton fprings from it, to the foul i 
What an unfpeakable confolation to thole who have 
been wounded in their fpirits, and grieved in their 
l&inds^ when they are enabled to apply the cncoo^ 



jraging promi&s of tfae Jboly fcripftircsf •!&. i. i8« 
^Come» aow, and lee us r<Hifi)D together, (ahh the 

* Lord; iboogh ^oar Jias be as fcarlet> the; fhfill 

< be as white as fno>v ; though they be red Jijci 
-ccriflibft, khkj ihaU faeas wooL Ifa K4ni.'25. L 
' cvGD I, am be ttot bbttenh oai thy troolgreinotis; 

< fcM- mine own iake; aod >vill\Q0t reiaember thy 

< kfku 9dliT« 2a, 1 haire blotted owt^ a6«i ttikk clottcf; 
' thy tmbignofiions, aad as a cbod thy fiosr RetUrd 

* -anto mc% &r I haf« redeemed thee/ 

3, The belieknar defines to fee the j^ry of GoJ^ 
tt8«n aU4«iEcicQt God« Tbb is a neoeflkry^ tie# 
of Go(^ as the fupport ^nd haf^Maefs of the erea* 
CiiFC, as veil as tbe ihrei^th and coofolation of the' 
jGaoer, 

Mj brethrea, man Mssas sAade fco: living iipoil 
God ; forgettlDg this he firft xveat aOray from. h\m. 
Si^ibficiency, and a ddnfive fenfe of ladepefid- 
»XKt^ is micpaiable from a finful fiate. Convi^fbtoii 
lai^eh a blow at the foaodatioa of this auftake* Se* 
does coD&leration &ew$ us how infafficiefit we 
ttre for our own faaff laefe. Diuly experieiice dif- 
<x>Ters theinhereat vairity of -^aii crmted comfcrti 
sQtdiemfehcs, aidasieparated £rom God. WiieA 
the pemteac retuxiu to Ood^ be tioc only returos; 
from tfce fenrke of other maftcr«, to him, as his 
fi^htfid Lord ; tot forJakes all forbidden joys* and 
cfeares-to God as iiij,haipp'i^*» and pcftsia hk» ai 
Ut fortbn. ^«&n^ tbi* app^w*^"^ ^^« «aUbnii 
language of&dpt^^ jjh regard to both parts of 
Aq oovcaant? ^^^'j^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ "^^^ ^' 
joogstoinatt. fi^^l J^^or «E »» ^^J P^*^ ^^ 
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the father of the faichfoL Geo. xv. i. < Fear not 
' Abram ; I am thy flueU^'aod thy exceeding great 
^ reward.' Multitudes of othas are of the fame im- 
port. 

The power and providence of God, in behalf of 
his people, are largely and beandfbUy^ de<cr3>ed, in 
the ninety £rfl Pfaltn, « He that dwdleth in the fi- 

* cxti place of the Moft High, (hall abide under 

* the. flia4<>v^ of the Almighty. I will iay of the 
' Lord, he is my refoge and my fortrefs ; my 

* God, in him will I truA. Sorely he ihall de- 
^ ItYcr thee from the ^nare of the fowler, and 
' from the noiibme peftiience. He (hall co^er 

* thee with his feathers, and under his wings (halt 
' thott truft. His truth ihall be thy fhield and 

* bnd(ler, &c/ a. Oor. vi. 17. * Wl^refere come 
' out from among them, and be ye Separate, £iitk 
' the Lord, and touch not the uncleaua thing, and I 

* will receive you, and will be a father unto yoc^ 
' and ye (hall be my (bns and daughters, (aith the 
' Lord Almighty.' On the other hand, the invitar 
lion, or exhortation to return, is ordinarily prefU 
from the profit of the change, Ifiu It. i.. ^ Ho, e- 

* very one that thirfteth I come ye to the waters ; 
' and be that hath no money, come ye, bny and eat ; 

* yea come, buy wine and milk, without money, 

* and without price.' And, to name no more pai^ 
iages, when God came to efiabBib tiie faith <£ A* 
braham m his promi(c» he ikys. Gen. xvii. i. * I am 
' the almighty,' or, as it ought to be tranflatcd, 

* the all-fuffident God; walk before me, and be 
< thoo perfe^.' Now^ befievers ddirc to fee th^ 



glory of God, ts all-fi}fficieo't ; and all dHcoirerles 
of this nature are atteoded with uafpeakable com- 
placence and (atisfaflion. They fee the glory of an' 
infinite God as thdrs, and rejoice in the ricbners of 
thdr portion. Wearied ixrith repeated dilappoiot- 
ments, and deeply convinced of the vanity of the 
creatnr«, they reft in him, as able to give them 
complete bappineis; happinefs that wUl never 
change ! happinels that will never be exhaufted f 
He that hath cholen God as his portion, hath, as 
our Saviour beaotifiilly exprefleth it, made ' choice 

* of that good part, which cannot be taken away 
« from him/ 

My brethren, we are now cotne to the very fub- 
flance of pra|£tical relij^on. The glory of an all- 
fufficient God, appears as more than a balance to all 
that pretends to rival him in our a0e<flions ; to ail 
that we are called to give up for his faJce. When 
the believer fees the fulnefs of God, then his anxi- 
ety, and diftreffing fears, of every kind, are at ait 
end. Does he want provifton ? * The eirth is the 

* Lord's, and the fulnefs thereof. The young lions 

* do lack and folFer hunger; but they that feek the 
« Lord, (hall not want any good thing.' Does he 
want friends ? God is able to make his enemies to 
be at peace with him. Does he want any outward 
comfort I God is able to procure it, or make him 
happy without it. tf^. ^q ffietition particulars; the 
triomph of faith, m ^j^, trlc^' ^^ ^^ attain an abfo* 
lute and uncpoAVi^'*^ /igtiation to the will of 
God, with a firm /Je|Jl^ J ^ ^^x, he is able to makd 
all things woi-lp^d>JU/|^^^ ^ttj good, and wUUng 
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la beAow eviery thing tint & fiar oor mi intercft* 
It 13 to fay with the pnophet, Habw wi. 17. « Al- 
' though the fig tree Hiatt not bloflbm, mtber 
' IhdU fruit he in the vines, the hbonr of the oKre 

* (hall fail» and the fields (hail yield no meat ; the 

* flock flull be cnt^oiT from the fokl, aod thei^ 

* Otall be DO herd in the ftallst yet I will refoice i& 
< the Loffd, I will jey in the God of i»y fclvation.* 

I (hall only add, that the divioe alt-fafficieocy is 
to be confidercd, as regardiDg oar fanftificatioo as 
veil as comfort. What dlftrefe does not the Chrtf- 
liaa often fufier from the treachery of his ovra heart, 
and from the power of furroHinding temptatioas? 
Covered with fhamefor his paft unlleadfaftoefs» coo- 
vioced, by ^perience, of his own weakaefi, ke bath 
«o other ref age but in God . And what courage doe9 
he derive from the fnlncfs of divine perfeftion, the 
greatnefs of divine power, and the faithfttlnefe of the 
divine promife ? * My grace (hall be foficient for 
^ thee, and my Arength (haU be made perfeA in weak* 

* nefe.* He then feys, with the Ffahnifti Pfal. 
Ixxi. 1 6« • I will go in the ftrengih of the Lord God : 
*■ I will make menttoa of t^y righteouibefSf even of 

* thine only/ 

IL I proceed now, in the lafl pla<^i to mak^ ibma 
pra^ical improvement of what hath be£a faid. And* 
}Jty Let us admire the d wins condefeeofictfi, in ad* 
nutting his faints to a difcovery of his glory. Soto* 
xopa hy% with very great, pscipffiety^. in tine iao<> 
giiage cf «ftoaiftimeB.t:J ^ Riit wUiQqdiait^ery d«d 
^ dAKeU wrtii xi)eo,o^rib€Le4rtb$ * TMiMi^ou^t tQ 
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be, aay, the fame certaialy are, the ientlments of every 
real believer. But Jet us remember what has been 
hinted at above, that our accefs to God, and our 
comWnion with him, is, aad only can be, through 
the Mediator of the new covenant, in whom we 
have accefs, by faith, unto God. 

2dfy, Let me befeech you to try youriclves, whe- 
ther this ever hath been your attainment, and whe- 
ther it is your fincere'dcfire ? Do you know, in any 
meafure, what it is to fee the glory of the true God i 
Hath he appeared before you in tcrribk majefty ? 
Have your very fouls been made to bow down before 
him, and to give him the glory that is juflly due to 
his name ? Have you fe^ the glory of a reconciled 
God ? Have you chofen him, in Chrift, as your por- 
tion? Have you devoted yourfelves, without re- 
ferve, to his difpofal ? Again, have you-fcen the glo- 
ry of an all-fufficient God ? Surely I fpeak to many 
who have fecn the vanity of the creature. Probably 
you have tafted a liule of the fufFerings of a finfnl 
ftatc. Where did you feek your confolation ? where 
do you find your fupport ? Have you learned the 
holy and happy art of pouring out your fouls to God > 
Have you felt the fweetntfs of it ? And have you faid 
with the Pfalmift, * Return unto thy reft, O my foul ! 

* for the Lord hath dealt bountifully with thee ? ' Is 
it your earneft defirc to fee the glory of God ? Caa 
you fay with the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixiii. 1,2. ' O God ! 
« -thou art my God, early will I feck thee : my foul 

* thirfteth for thee ; my flefli longcth for thee in a 

* dry and thirfty land where no water is, to fee th;^ 

E 



50 The ohjcB of a Chri/iiarCs defire Ser. 2V 

' power and thy glory, fo as I have feeo thee in the 
« fanftuary.' 

3^^, 1 will now proceed to exhort yon, in the 
rood earned manner, to diligence in fceking after 
real communion with God in his iofUtuted worship. 
How highly are we favoured with light and liberty \ 
how little arc many fcnfible of their privileges ? I 
have cften, on fuch occafions, put you in mind of 
the fatal efFefts of a heartlcfs, cuAomary, formal 
worftiip: it is provoking to God, pernicious to o- 
thers, hardening to the heart, and ruining to the 
foul. Were but a fociety of thofc Protefiants abroadi 
who are lying under periecution, to enjoy thefealba 
which we now enjoy, what an edge would be upon 
their fpirits? what a fenfe of gratitude in their hearts ? 
what fire and zeal in their affections \ Strange, in* 
deed, that publick profperity ftiould be fo ftupify- 
ing, and the approach of eternity to every individual 
fhould not be awakening, while the young and ftrong 
are hurried off the ftage, while every day is bring- 
ing us nearer to our laft, while every ordinance is 
adding to our charge, that we fliould not defire to 
fee the glory of God in his fanftuary here, that it 
may be the earneft of our future iuheritance, and 
prepare us for his immediate prefence hereafter. 

Suffer me to fpeak a few words to thofe that are 
young. God is my witnefs, that their welfare is at 
my heart. Perhaps you will think, what hath 
been faid hardly applicable fo you. The defire of 
Mofes, the man of God, intimate communion and 
£ellow(hip with God, the attainment of ripe and ex- 
perienced Chriflians, all this you will fay, is unfuit- 
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able to me : nay, perhaps, by a baftard humility," 
you will fay, to expcft it, would be prefnmption in 
me. But you are greatly deceived ; there are none 
who have more gracious invitations to come unto 
God than young finners: there are none who have 
greater reafon to expe(5l nearnefs to God than young 
feints. Do you not read, that God revealed himfelf 
to Samuel, the child, when he negic6led Eli, the old 
proplict ? Befides, I would recommend earneflnefa 
and affeftion to you ; not only for your greater pro- 
fit, but to prevent your ^poftafy. A little religioa 
is very hard to hold ; it is like a lamp which is hard- 
ly lighted, which the Icafl: breath of wind will ex- 
tinguifli, or a tree that is but newly planted, which 
a rude thruft will overturn, Unlefs you make God, 
and his fervice, your hearty choice, you will not car- 
ry it long as your burden, but will be foon tempted 
to throw it down. Be concerned, therefore, I be- 
feech you, to attend on his inflituted worfliip, not 
in a carelefe and formal manner, but let the * defire 
* of your fouls be to his name, and rtie remembrance 
« of him.* I (hall now conclude the fubjeft, by of- 
fering to thole, who would fee the glory of God, a 
few direftions, as to the beft preparation for fuch 3 
difcovery. ifi, If you would fee the glory of God 
IB his fanftuary, be ferious in felf examination, and 
ia the renunciation of all known fin. Holinefs is aa 
cflential attribute of the divine nature; and, there- 
fore, he muft be worffiipped in the beauty of holi- 
nefs. Thus the Ffalmift refolved with himfelf, PfaL 
xxvi. 6. * I will wa(h mine hands in innocence, fa 
; ivill I compafi thine alur, O Lord ! * It is true, 
E % 
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none, who have aoy knowledge of the cof rupticmof 
their own hearts, can reafonably hope to be perfeA- 
ly free from fin in the prefcnt life: yet a real Chrif- 
tiaa will have it» as the objeA of his daily ftndy, to 

* deanfe himfelf frpm all fiJthinefs of the f)efh and 

* Ipirit, that he may perfeft holinefs in the fear 
' of God.' It was fin that firft rendered us unfit 
for comraunion with God ; and, therefore, our re- 
covery o£ this happy privilege will be but in propor- 
tion to our (anflification. To bring iinfui difpofl- 
tions, indulged, and Aill fufiered in the heart, to the 
worfhip of God, and to expefl acceptance in fuch a 
fiate, is implied blafphemy, and the greateft diiho- 
Qour we can pofTibly do to him. 

2 ..In order to fee the glory of God, you muft be 
doathed with humility. No difpofition more efl'^n- 
tially neceflary to a ChriAian at all times, but more 
eipecially, when he makes an immediate approach to 
God in bis worihip: lia. Ixvi. 2. 'For all thoie 
^.things bath mine hand made; and all thofe things 

* have been, faith the Lord: but to this man will I 

* look, efen to him that is poor, and of a contrite 
'fpirit, and trembleth at my word.' And, indeed^ 
bow can we confider the nature of that God whom 
we worfhip, and our own finful and miierable eflate^ 
without being ftruck with a (enfe of the necefEty of 
deep humility and felf-abafement in our intercourfe 
with him ? It is particularly to be noticed, that felf- 
abaiemeat, and even fdf-abhorrence, is the immedi- 
diate efleA of a fenle of the divine prefence. See to 

this purpofe, Ifa, vi. i, 5. • In the year that King 

MJzziah died, I iaw alfo the Itord fitting upon a 
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• throne, high and lifted up, and his train filled the 
•temple: above it flood the feraphims : each one 

• had fix wings : with twain he covered his face, and 

• with twain he covered his feet, and with, twain he 

• did fly. And one cried unto another, and faid, 

• Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hofts, the whole 

• earth is full of his glory ! And the pofts of the 

• door moved at the voice of him that cried, and the 

• houfe was filled with fmoke. Then faid I, Wo is 

• me ; for I am undone, becaufe I am a man of un- 

• clean lips, and I dwell in the midft of a people of un- ^ 

• clean lips; for mine eyes have fcen the King, the 
« Lord of hofts ! ' See alfa Job xlii. 5, 6. * I have 

• heard of thee by the hearing of the ear; but now 

• mine eye feeth thee : wherefore I abhor ipyfelf, ^d 

• repent in duft and afhes.' Let us endeavour, there- 
fore, to be truly and inwardly humble. Let us re- 
member the grace of redemption, what guilty cri- 
ttunals we were, before unmerited mercy and fovc- 
reign love found out a way for our recovery. Hap- 
py they, where humility arifes from a real exercife 
of foul i How difficult, how rare a thing, is true hu- 
miHty ? How eafy is it to ufe modeft and flibmiflive 
expreffions, compared to at taming a truly humble and 
mortified flate of mind ? May almighty God, by his 
power, make us humble ; ^^ ^^ ^^^^1 ^ blcfled 
Jefus ! • cafl down everV high thought, and lott^ \- 
« magination, that ex^i.^tb '^^fe^^ againft thee.' 

3. In the hiipk^^^\f you defire tor,e tV^e ^^^^^ 
of God, be f-ae^'/Latory ^^^ , v^ ^^^ . 
isanybleiEflgfA^j \ f^ 5s i^P^^^^vX^ ^^^ .xe^^<§w 
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communion with him in his houfe muft be of that 
kind. And, I think, wc are warranted to fay, that, 
10 the divine government, there are fi>me Ueffiogs 
that require more importunity than others. See a 
remarkable paflage, Mark ix. 28, 29. * And when 
' he was come into the houfe, his difciples aHced him 

• privately, why could not we caft him out ? and he 
' faid uDto them, this kind can come forth by no- 

• thing, but by prayer and fafting.' If fome devils 
were fo obAinate in their pofleiEon, that the fame 
degree of faith and fervour, which prevailed over o- 
thers, could not caft them out, muft not the fame 
thing bold, from analogy, with refpeft to other 
mercies ? And how juftly are indifferent, luk'e-warm 
worihippers denied that bleffing which they fo lightly 
efteera ? Let me therefore, earncftly, befecch every 
jeriousperfon not to r^ftrain prayer before God, but 
to repeat, and urge the plea, that he would be gra- 
cioufly prefent with us; that he would pour down 
his Spirit from on high, and make us to know, to 
our happy experience, ' that a day in his courts is 
' bettei- than a thou&nd ; and that it is better to be 
« door-keepers in the houfe of God, than to dwell m 

• the tents of wickednefs.' 
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, SERMON III. 
The glory of Chriftin his humiliation- 

Isaiah IxiiL i. fecond claufe* 



— T^/j that is glorious in hii^pparely travelling 
in the greatnefs of his Jirength P . 



MY brethren, all the works of God arc great and 
marvelloQS, worthy of the attention and ad- 
miratioQ of his rational creatures. I'he contempt 
tion of what is now revealed cf him, is the nobleft 
employment of which we are capable in this world: 
snd the more dear and enlarged contemplation of 
him fhall be our employment and happinefs in the 
world above. Bat of all the works of God, there is 
none in which hts perfe£lions are (b iignally difplay- 
ed, as in the redemption of an ele£l wc^ld through 
Jcfts Chrift. All other views of his glory are faiot 
find fading In comparifon of this. However much 
vre are called to adore the power and wifdom of Crea- 
tlon, or the goodncfs and bounty of Providence, our 
praifes. are extremely dcfeftive, if we omit that 
Dew fong which he hath put into^ our mouth% 
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even praiie to oar God for his uofpeakable gift. 

Redcemiog lore, my brethrea, is the immediate 
objeA of our attencioD ia the holy ordinance of th9 
Lord's fupper. Here is a fymbolical reprefentatioa 
of It, that faith may be flrengthened by the aid of 
ienfe. I hope, therefore^ it will not be improper, 
by way of preparatibn for it, to take a view of the 
glory of our Redeemer's charafter, whofe fufferings 
we are now to commemorate. As falvation is an a- 
greeable found, fo the name of a Saviour is a de- 
Jightful name to every believer. I may therefore 
fafely prefume upon the attention of all fuch at 
leaft, while I endeavour to (et him before you» 
as he is repreiented in the flrong and forcible 
language of the text, Who is this that ccmeth 
from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah? 
this that is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the 
greatnejs of his Jirength ? Such a theme will be the 
moft proper introduftion to the work of this day ; 
that, as we are to commemorate Chrift's fufferings 
as an extraordinary event, he is here fpoken of, and 
his appearance inquired into, in words of aftonifh- 
mcnt and admiration : JVho is this that cometh from 
Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah l this that 
is glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatnejs 
€f his Jirength I I (hall not fpend time in affigning 
the reafon^ why interpreters generally apply thefe 
words to Cbrift, but only obferve, that, on this fup* 
pofition, they contain a mixed reprefentation of glory 
and fufFering, of ftrength and abafement, which as 
the very fubftaace and meaning of a Saviour, on the 
«crof$. 
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. Agreeably to this, the fiDgle point I have ia 
view, in the prefeiit difcourfe, is, through divine af- 
fiftance» to point out to you, in what Tefpefts the 
glory of oar Redeemer was apparent even in his fnf- 
fci ings, and (hone through even the dark cloud that 
covered him in his humiliation, or in the language 
of the text, how he might be faid, to travel in the 
greatnefs of his Jlrength : and then I fhall make fomc 
praAical improvement of what may be faid. 

I. I am to point out to you, in what rcfpcfts the 
gjory of our Redeemer was apparent even in his fuf- 
ferings, and (hone through even the dark clond that 
covered him in his humiliation. As the love of God 
to man, in providing redemption for him, was incon- 
ceiveable, fo the mean which he employed, in ac- 
complilhing this great work, was equally aftonifti- 
ing. That his eternal and well -beloved Son fliould 
veil his divine glory, clothe himfelf with human 
Hefti, fubjeft himfelf to a life of pain and fufFcring, 
and at laft make bis foul an offering for fin upon a 
<;rofs. This, as it was not after the manner of nacn, 
nor bore upon it any of t^ marks of human wifclom,. 
as it was deftgned, and doth tend, to abafe the pride 
of roan, and exalt the grace of God ; fo it is with 
difficulty that man can be brought to an approba-' 
t}on of it. ' The crofs of Cbrift was to the Jews a 
' flumbling-Uock, and to the Greeks fooliflmefs.' it 
is therefore proper, that when we are to commemo- 
rate the incarnation and death of our Redeemer, we 
ihoQld attend to tbefe evidences of bis divine glory 
that iUll appeared evox in bis lowcft abafemeat. Bf 
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this means, while we grieve for the rufTeriogs that 
fin brought upon himi we may flill triumph in his 
power ; for he is glorious even in bis red apparel, 
and travels in the greatnefs of his ftrength. 

I muft here obfcrve, that I do not mainly intend, 
in difcourfing on this fubje^l, to eftabiifh the truth 
of our Saviour's divine miffion, againft thofe who 
deny it on the above or any other account: this 
would be too cold and abftraded an argument for 
our prefeni purpofe. What I propofe, is chiefly, and 
direftly, defigned for heightening the devotion, for 
quickening the love, and increafmg the faith and 
comfort of believers. However, at the fame time, 
confidering the humiliation of Chrifl, in the light 
of an objeftion againft his divine commiffion, frona 
the fuggeftions of human wifdom, what /hall be faid 
may alfo be confidered as an anfwer to this objefti- 
on, and (crving to remove the offence of the crofs. 

ift. Upon this fubje6l, therefore, obferve, firft, 
the glory of our Redeemer, in his fufferings, appears 
from his ready and cheai ful undertaking of the work 
of our redemption. There can be little honour to 
any man in fubmitting to what he cannot avoid, or 
doiug what he dare not refufe; but the humiliation 
of Chrifl: was perfcftly voluntary, as no conftraint 
could be put upon him. Therefore his original dig- 
nity and greatnefs, is not only, if I may (peak b^ 
preferved unhurt, but improved and heightened by 
the grace of infinite condefcenfion. This circum- 
ftance of Chrift*s readinefs to undertake the work 
of our redemption, is often taken notice of in fcrip- 
t»re. Pfal. sJ. 6, 7« 8, * Sacrifice and ofTering tbo» 
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' didft not dcfire, mine ears haft thou opened; burnt- 
' ofFering and fin-ofFering haft thou not required. 

* Then faid I, Lo I come; in the volume of thy book 

* it is written of me'? I delight to do thy wilJ, O my 

* God 1 — ' It is certain, that redemption could not 
be the work of a creature; and it is alfo probable, 
that no created being would have been wiJJing to 
cffay it. Nay, it is thought by many to be the im- 
port of the remarkable pafTage juft now cited, which 
is applied by the apoftle Paul to our Saviour, that 
in the counfels of heaven it was aftually propofed 
to thofe glorious fpirits that furround the throne of 
God, and their ftrength and inclination both were 
found infufficient. Neither is there any thing impro- 
bable in the fuppoCtion, that God might difcovcr 
lo them his purpofe of mercy," upon a proper media- 
tor interpofing, and that none was found willing to 
fubjeft himfelf to divine wrath, incurred by rebel- 
lious man. If;fo, then it is not only in one fenfe, but 
in all fenfes true, what Chrift is represented as fay- 
ing in the 5ih verfe of the chapter where my text 
lies, * And I looked, and there was none to help; 
« and I wondered that t"here was none to uphold i 

* therefore mine own arm brought falvation unto 

* me, and my fury it upheld me. This interpreta- 
tion may be confirmed by fomethlng iimilar to it, 
recorded, ^ohn, vi. 5, 6. « When Jefus then lift up 

* his eyes, and faw a great company come unto him, 

* he faith unto Philip, Whence ftiall we buy bread 
« that thefe nwy eat ? And this he faid to prove him : 

* for he himfelf knew what he would d6.' There is 
another paflage which gives us nearly the fame idea^ 
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viz. of ChrUl's bekig only capable of taking the 
diarge of the redeemed and their interefts in provi* 
deoce. Rev, v. 2, 3, 4, S* And I faw a ftrong angcl 

* proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to 

* open the book, and to loofe the feals thereof? And 

* no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the 

* earth, was able to open the book, neither to look 

* thereon. And I wept much becaufc no man was 

* found worthy to open, and to read the book, neir 

* ther to look thereon. And one of the elders faith 
« unto me. Weep not; behold the Lion of the tribe 

* of Juda, the root of David> hath prevailed to o- 

* pen the book, and to loofe the feven fcals thereof.* 
How glorious then was the compaffion of onr Re- 
deemer, who fo willingly and chearfuiJy fubjcfted 
himfelf to that abafement and fufFering, to which 
none could conftrain him \ Thus he fays to himfeUi 
John, X. 17, 18. • Therefore doth my Father love 

* me, becaufe I lay down my life, that 1 might take 

* it again, 'Np man taketh it from me, but I lay it 
« down of myielf : I have power to lay it down, and 

* I have power to take it again. This commandment 

* have I received of my Father.* He is not reprefent* 
cd as meerly confenting, becaufe none elfe could or 
would perform the work, and fo having it as it were 
devolved upon him by neceffity ; not as yielding with 
reluftance, and overcome by great earaeftnefs and 
importunity, but faying with readinefs and chear- 
fulnefs, * Lo, I coifie ; in the volume of the book^ 
« it.is written of me. I delight to do thy will, O my 

* God; yea' thy law is within my heart. 

There is one circumftance which deferves parti- 
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calar notice, when we are oonfideriog the digoity 
of our Redeemer's undertakiag; that he did well 
a&d thoroughly underftand thje difficulty of it, and 
the weight of that wrath which he fubmitted to en- 
dare. It is not fuch an evidence of greataefi of mind, 
when a perlbn involves himielf in difficulties, and ex- 
poies himfelf to dangers, if he only runs an uncer- 
tain rifk of meetmg with them, or has bat a confiiied 
and indiftinft appreheniion of their nature; but it 
diibovers a peculiar fortitude of fpirit to have a clear 
view of fufferings, and yet compofedly and fteadily 
to fubmit to them for a good end. So true is this 
maxim, that it ieems to be the only thing that ren- 
ders human life fupportable, that all future fufier- 
ings 'are uncertain even in the event, and, at any 
rate, in thdr nature but imperfeAly known. Now, 
how does it ierve to tlluftrate the glory of our Re- 
deemer's undertaking, that he had a clear and per- 
feft foreknowledge of every event that was to befal 
him >. He knew the number and malice of the ene- 
mies he had to encounter; and the bitternefi of that 
cup, the dregs of which he was to drink off: Yet 
fteady to his purpde, and confcious of his own pow- 
er, he went out to the combat as one alTured of vic« 
tory. As he began, fo he carried on his work, with 
the iame undaunted refolutioa; witnefs what he 
fcys, Luke xii. 50. * But I have a baptifm to be bap- 

• tized with, and how am I ftraitened till it be ac- 

• compliftied !' All this, my brethren, is further con- 
firmed, by fome pafl&ges which are recorded to- 
ward die clofe of his life, when he drew near to the 
concluding fcene of his fufferings. Matlh. 2ivi. ai« 

F 
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From that rime forth begto Jefos to (hew unto bis 
diTdpIeSy how that he muft go uoto Jeraialem» and 
fuf&r many things, of the elders, and chief fmefts* 
and ScribeSy and be kilkd^ and be railed again the 

tiiird day. xx. 17, i8» 19. And Jcfus going 

ap to Jerufalem, took the nxrelve difciples apart in 
the way, and faid unto them. Behold we go up to 
Jerufalem, and the Son. of man (hall be betrayed 
unto the chief priefts, and unto the faibes, and 
they fliall condemn him to death. And (hall deli* 
ver him to the Gentiles, to mock and to fcourge* 
and to crudfy him : and the third day he fhall ti& 
again. Luke tx. 51 . And it came to pafs, when the 
time was come that he (hould be received up, he 
ftedfaftly (et his face to go to Jerufakm.' To thde 
(hall only add, John xviii. ii.- < Then faid Jefua 
unto Peter, Put up thy fword into the (heath : the 
cup which my Father hath given me, (hall I not 
drink it ?* Thus did there appear a glory even in 
his humiliation, a majefty even in his ru(fering; and 
thus did he come forth and travel in the greatnefs 
ofhisfVrength. 

In the 2d place, the glory of our Redeemer, in his 
humiliation, appears from the greatnefs of thole fuf- 
ferings which he endured. Though, to the eye of 
ienfe, a ftate of fuf&ring is apt to appear contemp-- 
tible ; to thofe who juftly view the fo(Ferings of 
Chrift, there will be found far greater evidences of 
his power. A weak perTon is cru(hed by a fmall 
weight; but he who is able to endure uncommon 
fufFerings, (hows him(elf to be pofleded of uncom- 
mon (Irength* Now, our blefled Lord and Saviour 
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did) in bislife» in this^orld» endure the greateft 
imdflaoft dreadfal faflerings. Hit whde life was one 
coftlli^aed' track of the heavieft fuj&rings of which 
hoown nature is capable* lia. liii. 3. 'He is de^ 

* ^riAd and rejeAed of men, a man of forrows, and 

* acquainted with grief: and we hid; as it were, our 
' faces from him ; he was defpiied, and we efteemed 
^ ham not ! ' This, my brethren, isaHcnownfubjeft, 
yet it is the fobjefl which we ought, by faith> to 
dwell upon this day ^ and, indeed, the benefit and 
comfort of believers does not depend on things new 
and engaging to the fancy, but on the Spirit of God 
letting home known trnth^ with force and efficacy 
on the heart. Let me therefore b^ your attention 
to two or three obvious remarks on the fufieringa of 
Chrift; i. His affliAions began early> with his Hrft 
entrance into the world. No fooner did the man 
Chrift Jefus fee the light of this world, but prefently 
dkl affi^on fatute him. Immediately after his con* 
tempdble birth, did Herod, that bloody tyr^t, feefc 
to ddOroy him; fo that we may allude to that ex* 
preffion. Rev. xii. 4. * — And the dragon ftfK>d be^ 
-* fore the woman which was ready to be delivered, 
5 to devour her child as fboa as it was born.' 

2. His afflictions were conftant and perpetual^ 
without interrupdon. It is^ recorded, not only by 
Chriftians, but even by heathens, who had heard of 
his life, that he was never obferved to laugh, but fre- 
quently ieen weepiog ; fb that he MFeU accompUOied 
that prophefy, * A man of forrows, and acquainted 

* with grief.' It is probable^ from fev^al paHagea 
in the prophetical writi^s,. that be was.Qf a veij 
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tender And ieofiUe frame; and therefore h'u afflic* 
tkmt had a great and powerful dkSt upon him. 
They lb deeply toodied him. that his body ^ms 
wafled, and his ftreogth mdted and decayed, wbidi 
is the afnal efieft of laAiog and coatinued Ibrrow. 
Ifi. lii. 14. 'As many were aftonied at thee; his. 

* vi&ge was fo marred more than any man> and his 
' form more tHan the Tons of men. P&l. xxii. 141 
' 15. 1 am poured ont like water, and all my bones 

* are ont ctf joint: my heart is lilce wax, it is melt- 

* ed in the midft of my bowels: my ftreogth* is 

* dried np like a potflierd ; and my tongae cleaveth 

* to my jaws: and thon haft brought me into the 
' dnft of death.' So that we may alfo apply to fain 
what Job fiys of himielf. Job xvi. 8. * And thoo 

* baft filled me with wrinkles, which is a witnefi a- 

* gainft me : and my leanneis rifing ap in me, bear* 

* eth witoeis to my face. 

3. His aiBiaions were of the fevereft kind. This 
I might Ihow you, at large, from the hiflory» by 
particularizing them all: I only mentiott- four, po« 
^txtjf reproach, temptation, and fympathy with o- 
th^rs. He was (b poor, as to depend upon the cha- 
rity of others for hrs fubfiftence; and could fay, 
Luke ix. 58. * Foxes have holes, and birds of the 

* air have nefts, but the Son of man hath not wher« 
^ to lay his head.'— Reproach was thrown upon him 
without meafure, and of the worft kind. He was 
called a glutton and a wine-bibber, a deceiver, a 
blafphemer, a Samaritan, and one that had a devil* 
Now, my brethren, all that know any thing of hu- 
man nature, know that reproach and contempt are 
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perhaps die hardeft to bearof aoy fuf&rings to whidi 
.we are ezpofed ; and the authors of thefe calomnies 
'Were fach whofe circiunftaaces rendered . them moft 
fharp and fevere; for they were the Scribes aa4 
Phari/ees^ or the minlfters of thofe times, who lerV- 
:ed in the temple, as the whole hiftory ihows, and 
bis own natural relations, as appears fi-om Mark iii« 
21. Johnvii. 3, 4, 5. -^Another remarkable afflic* 
tion onr Lord endured, was temptation, and that of 
the grofleft kind, as is plain from Mattb. iv. 3,«— 1 1 • 
•We are told, * he was in all poinu tempted like as 
« we are, yet without fm ' What was the precUe na^ 
tore and influaice of foch temptations on bim, we 
-cannot know; only it defer ves notice on this parti- 
cular, that whereas fome of the other aJBBddions he 
endured, were fuch as his perfeA purity could not 
but render more tolerable than otberwife they would 
have been, this on the other hand, was fuch, that by 
how much the more pvnre and holy he was^ lb much 
the more difirefs would he feel on being ailaulted 
^th the vik cemptatioBs dF the devil, and having 
his horrid and abominable fuggeAions prefented to 
the fancy. — I only further mention bis fufferings^ 
from iympatby with others. The moft excellent 
und worthy of the human kind are fuch as have the . 
tendereft feeling of the (ufTerings of others. Now^ 
fioce he was a perfeA man, £nce tendernefs feems to 
-have been his ruling character, and his errand into 
the world a meflage of love flowing from infinite 
compaiBon< as its caufe, we muft fuppofe him li- 
able to the fevereft fufFerings of this kind. I know 
the bard-bearUd, felfifo world» will find it difficult 

r3 
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to coQCeiTe ibis as a foarce of fevere fa£S»ii^, elpe« 
cially fach as have no regard to any tfaiag beyond 
this world. B«t this is not the cafe with )dl; for 
I am certain there are fome wfaoie fliarpeft pang^ 
have been occaiioned by the fufieriogs of others, e- 
Ipecially when of a fpiiitoal kind. To form ibme 
conception of this, kt tis imagine, what muft be the 
aoguifii of a pioos and affectionate parent, on the 
death of a wicked child, who apparendy trode in 
the path of the deftroyer, and of whom he hath the 
greateft reaibn to fear, that he no fooner doled his 
eyes on the light of this world, than he lifted them 
vp in the torments of hell. Now, as compaiGos 
was fironger in none than in the man Chrift Jefosy 
fb none could have fo dear a view of the mifery of 
thoie who were the objeAs of it ; and therefbrei no 
doubt, this was a iburce of the deepeft afflidioa t» 
bis ibul. 

4. In the laft f^ee, the affiftiops of oar Lord not 
only contiBued, but increafed, throu^ his life, tiB 
they, at laft, iffued in an extrordinary conflift with 
die powers of darknefs, and an immediate fubjeftioa 
totbewrathof afinaven^ttgGod. Letitbeobferved, 
that though I here mention partkular ly his enduring 
the wrath of God, as the laft and fioiftung part of 
his fufferings» I do not mean to confine his fuffer- 
logs from the hand of God to this feaibn. Without 
all queftioD, every part of his humiliation was fatii^ 
faAory to the divine juftice, and contributed to ap« 
peafe the wrath of God. This cup was put to hit 
mouth ib ibon as he aftumed our nature; he conti- 
nued to drink of it daSj, and was thorefore jniUjr 
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ilikd a Diao of foirows; bat, io the dole of life» he 
came to driok off the very bittereft dregs of it. The 
waves of divine wrath went over him ; and he wad-* 
ed ftill deeper and deeper in this troubled ocean, tilt 
he was well nigh overwhelmed. That ChriA fuiier- 
ed under the wrath of God in an emment degree, i» 
manifeft both from the prophecies of tbeOldTefta- 
SDent,and the relation given of the event in the New* 
lia. Jtii. 5»--— lo. * But be was wounded for our 
^ tranfgreffions, hewasbruKed for our iniquities s 

* the chaAifement of our peace was upon him, and 

* with his flripes we are healed. All we, like iheep, 

* have gone aftray ; we have turned every one to* 
' bis own way, and the Lord hath laid on him the 
' iniquity of us all. He was oppreflcd, and he wa« 

* afflicted, yet be opened not his mouth: he is brought 
« as a lamb to the flaughter, and as a fheep before 

* her fliearers is dumb, fo he openeth not his mouths 
^ He was taken from prifon and from judgment : and 

* who (hall declare his*^ generation I for he was cut 

* off out of the land of the living ; for the tranlgrei^ 
^ iion of my people was he Hricken. And he made 

* his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in hia 
' death, becaufe he had done no violence, neither 

* was any decdt in his mouth. Yet it pleafed the 

* Lord to bruife him : he hath put him to grief r 
'when thou fhait make his foul an offering for /ii^ 

* be ihall fee his feed, he (hall prolong his days, and 

* the pleafure of the Lord ihall profper in his hand.* 
See the relation of his fufferings in the garden, Mattb* 
3Ui^'i* 33»39» * Then faith he unto them, my foul ia 
i exceeding forrowful» even unto death: tarry ye 
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' here, and watch with nie^. And be went a litdfe 

* further, and fell on bis face, and prayed/ laj^ing^ 

< O, my Father ! if it be poffiblei let this cop pa6 

< from me ! neterthelefi» not as I ^1, bnt as thon 
' wilt ! Mark xiv. 35, 34, 35, 36. And he takeik 

* with him Peter, atid James, and John, and b^an 

* to be fore amazed^ and to be very heavy, and faitk 

* nnto them^ my foul is exceeding forrowfal unto 

* death ! tarry ye here, and watch : and he went for* 

< ward a little, and fell on the ground, and prayed; 

* that if it were poflible the hour might pais froiH 

* him ! And he faid, Abba, Father, all thmgs are 

* pof&bk unto thee \ take away this cop from me ! 

* neverthelcfs, not what 1 will, but what thou wilt! 

* Luke xxii. 43, 44. And there appeared an' angdl 

* unto him from heaven, ftrengthening J)im ; and, 
' being in an agony, he prayed more earncftly ! and 

* his fweat was, as it were, great drops of blood fat- 

* Hng^ down to the ground ! * 

That the fame deep dif trefs of foul continued ap« 
on the crofs, is plain from this lamentable exclama- 
tion, Matth. xxrii. 46. ' And, about the ninth hour^ 
^ Jefus cried with a loud voice, faying, Eli, Eli, la- 

* mafabachthani ! that is to fay, my God, my God^ 

* why haft thou forfaken me ! ' In what manner, 
precifely, Chrift fuifered the wrath of God on this 
occafioD, it would be too bold for us to detei^mine ; 
whether it was only God's withdrawing from his hu- 
man foul the comforts of his fcnCble prefence — phig 
being afTauIted and diftrefled with the infernal fug* 

geftions of the devil his having a lively pifture 

preiiented to his imagination of the mlferks c^sttn- 
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kind here, and hereafter, od account of £ln» and faf- 
fering vtth them by compaiTion and fympathy— — 
or, finally, God's pofitively inflicting upon him, for 
a ieaibn, the fame puniAiment in kind, at leaft, if 
not in degree, that (hould have befallen thofe for 
wbpm he foffeyed, and which the impenitent TliU 
fliall for ever endure. This iaft is by fome fuppo* 
fed impolSble and contradiAory, as much of their 
ini/ery ariies from an evil confdence, from which he 
3vas abiblutely free ; and from defpair of mercy, which 
none will affirm that even God's deicrtion of him at 
that awful feafbn did imply. It is probable, there 
ivas a mixture of all thefe particulars m his mingled 
cup. And, as to thelaft, I (hall only fay, that the 
pain and angnUh, that follows any refledion of a ra- 
tional (bul, is only conne6ted with it by the determt- 
oation of God, the Creator of our fpirits : therefore 
it was certainly in the power of the Almighty to in- 
fliA a fenfe of pain in any kind, or in any degree, oa 
the holy created ibul of the man, Chrift Jefns. And 
I &e no other contrariety to the divine perfeAioos, 
in inflidting that very anguiih on the holy and inno- 
cent-Saviour, than in fubAituting him in our room 
at all, and bruiiing him for our iniquities. One 
thing is certain, that, in his life, and at his death, he 
fnffered what was a full reparation of the diihonour 
done to God; a fufficient vindication of the purity 
of his nature, and the authority of his broken law, 
and what purchased pardon and peace, ianAification, 
and eteinai glory, to a whole world of eleA flnners. 
And now, my brethren, from this view, did not our 
Redeeoaer travel in the greatneis of his strength ^ 
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Was it a finall ftreogth that could go through all 
this track of fufTeriog, without fiakiog in the way ? 
Yet this did he with un(haken cooAancy; and, as 
bis giving' up his life was the laft part of it, £> he 
expired not, before he could fay^ it is finished ! 
Well, then, might the anfwer be given to the ques- 
tion in my text, Who is this that comethfrom Edom, 
with dyed garments from BozrahP this that is gio* 
rkus in his apparel^ travelling in the greatnefs of his 
fifength? in the words that follow, * I that fpeak 

* in righteoufnefs, mighty to fave. 

We proceed to obferve in the jrf place, that the' 
glcx-y of our Redeemer in his fuflerings, appears froni 
the purity of his carriage, and the perfedlion of his 
- patience under them. The fotlner confideration 
fhows his natural flrength, (fo to fpeak) and this 
his moral excellence. AffliAion is the touchAone of 
virtue, tries its fincerity, and illuftrates its beauty. 
Therefore we are told, Hcb, ii. 10. * That it became 
' him, for whom are all things, and by whom are 

* all things, In bringing many fons unto glory, to 
' make the captain of their falvation perfeA throsgh 

* fufTerings.' Nothing could give a greater value to 
the facrifice be oflfered up, than the meeknefs and 
patience with which he refigned that life which ^as 
not forfeited, but voluntarily furreodered. Ifa. liii. 
7. « He was opprefled, and he was afflifted, yet he 

* opened not his mouth : he is brought as a lamb to 

* the flaughter, and as a ftieep before her /hearers is 

* dumb, fo he opened not his mouth.* It is worth 
while to reflcA, on that continued and invinciUe 
patience with which he went through the feverid 
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ftqps of his fafferingst that reproach and calumny, 
that contempt and abufe, which he met with from 
tbofe in whole intereft he was fo deeply engaged, 
did not excite his indignation, but his compafCon. 
I^uke xix. 41 • * And when he was come near, he 

* beheld the city, and wept over it, laying, If thou 
' hadft known, even thou, at leaft in this thy day, 

• the things which belong unto thy peace ! but now 
' fhcy are hid fron> thine eyes/ When his ignorant 
di&iples would have defended him from the af- 
iaults of his enemies, he fays, John xviil. 11. — . 

. * The cop which my Father hath given me, Ihall I 
' not drink it ? When he entered npon the laft and 
beavleft part of his fufferings, and began to feel their 
aagnifii, he fays, John xii, 2^. • Now is my foul 

* troubled, and what Ihall I fay ? Father, fave me 

* from this hour ! but for this canle came I unto this 
' houf.' And in that dreadful lealbn, when in the 
•midft of his hardeft confliA, this is the form of his 
prayer, Matth. xxvi. 39. « O my Father ! if it be 

* poffible, let this cop pafs from me : neverthelefs, not 

* as I will, btrt as thou wilt.' And a little after, verle 
42. * O my Father ! if this cup may not pafs away 

* from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. Was 
Dot this divine glory Ihining through the dark cloud 
that encompafled him ? Wias not this the patience 
of a God ? And, incite of the (hame of the crofs, 
on which he hung, did it not conftrain the Centu- 
rion that attended hi&aucifixion, to fay, ' Certaln- 
«'ly this was a righteous man \ Truly this man was 
« the Son of God!' 

. In the laft place, The glory of a fuffering Savi- 
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oar appears from the end be had ia>iew ia his fuf* 
feriagSy and which he fo efTe^ually obtained* This 
was Done other than the glory of the great God, and 
the everlafting ialvation of eleA finners. It was to 
do the will of his heavenly Father that he came in* 
to the world, and in doing this he delighted. To- 
wards the dofe of his life be thus addrefles his Fa- 
ther, John xvii. 4. * I have glorified thee on the 

* earth ; I have finiflied the work which thoo gaveft 
' me to do.' He not only exhibited a fair and bright 
image of the divine glory in his peribnal charaAer, 
whUe he dwelt among us, full dF grace and truth, 
bat in his work, as Mediator, illuftrated all the per- 
fections of God ; and in particular, glorified his juA 
tice and magnified his mercy. If therefore a worthy 
end beautifies and ennobles any difficult undertak* 
ing, this excellent purpofe muft give dignity to a 
crucified Saviour. *^ 

But ought we not to add, the end fo clofdy con- 
neAed with this, the falvation of peri(hiag finners. 
Is not this a defign, of the beauty of which we ought 
to be particularly fenfible ? Had not our compaffio* 
nate Redeemer ftept in between us and the ftroke 
of divine juftice, we had for ever lain under the 
wrath of the Almighty. And, Oh, how unable had 
we been to bear that vengeance which was fo hea- 
vy to him ! How glorious docs he appear to the coa- 
vinced finner in his red apparel 1 and what rea/bn 
has he to fay, • Worthy is the Lamb that was ilain, 

* to receive power, and riches, and wifdom, and 

* ftrength, and honour, and glory, and bleflingl' 

I (hall now conclude this head, with ob/erving. 
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chat I have a}l akmg coQfi4erQd Chrift as God apd 
maa, ia one peffpa, our Mediator. I am feafible» 
however, he Coold onty fufier la his bomaa nature. 
and iadeed became mai^ that be might, be capM>le of 
iuflerjog. But it was the iucoooeivable uoion of the 
the human nature with the divine, from which he 
derived his glory, which gave him ftrength for fuf- 
isring, ao^made his fufieriogs of value fufficient for 
the pur chafe of our tedemptioa. 
* I come, now, in the laft place, to make ibme prac* 
tical idsprovement of what hath been faid. And, , 
jji, We are, here, called to admire and adore 
the tinfearchable wifdom, and unfpeakable love of 
God. There is a bouQdleis depth in all the works 
and ways of God, and particularly here. Upon a 
flight view, we may be apt to uke offence at the 
crofs ; to hide our faces from him ; to be difgufted 
at an incarnate God, the Lord of glory, delpiied and 
trampled on by a proud Pharifce ; the Creator of the 
ends of the earth Handing at the judgment-£bat of a 
Weak mortal; and the Author of life ©ving up the 
ghoft. But, upon a nearer iafpeftion, muft we not 
admire the harmony of the divine atiributes, in our 
redemptioUi upon this plan ? that tbefe perfeftions, 
which feem to limit each other in their exercife, 
fhould be, in conjunftion, more illuftrioufly difplay- 
icd 2 th^ God's infiaite holinefs, and abhorrence of 
lin, nay, his impartial juftice, fhould be more dif- 
jrfayed in the pardon than the condemnation of the 
fitiner : that fa/ignal a defeat fhould be given to the _ 
fioemy of fouls, even when he feemcd exulting m the 
iuccefs of his defigns: that our Lord, by death, 
G ^ 
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ibouiddeftroy him that had the power of death, that 
is the devil ; aod, by being lifted np from ibeeartb^ 
as nnworthy of a place on it, he (hould draw all med 
unto hiffl, joining thus the e^ctremities of glory and 
bafenefs, power and humiliation, and travelling ia 
the grcatnefs of his ftrengih. This, Mt^lthout doubt, 
fhall afFord fubjc^ for the adoring inquiry of gIori« 
fied faints to eternal ages; and we ought to b^tn 
it here, faying with the Pfalmift, Pfal. Ixxii. 17. 'His 
» name (hall endure for ever: his name fliall be con- 
< tinned as long as the fun : and men (hall be bleiled 
^ in him : all nations (hall call bimi blelTtd I * 

idfy^ Suffer me to improve the fubjeft, by (hew- 
ing the guilt and danger of all who are not rdCoQ^ 
cllcd to God, efpecially thofe, who, by continuing 
in unbelief and impenitence, (hall die in that condi- 
tfon. There is nothing we can more juftly infer 
from what hath been (aid, than the holinefsof God» 
and his detefhtion of fin. Such is (he faardaels of 
heart of many fmners, and fuch tJieir partiality ta 
themfelves, that it is a matter of the utmofl difficul- 
ty* to convince them either of their guilt or dai^er. 
But, if you have any belief in the truths of" the go- 
(pel, if you believe the certainty of that tranfaftioil 
which we are this day to commemorate, with what 
fear and trembling ought you to refleft upon the 
juflice ofGod? If he puni(hed fin fo feverelyia 
the perfon of his own Son, how fli^H he punMh it in 
the perfons of the finally impenitent ? If a temporary 
fuffering of the wrath of God was fo terrible to him, 
who travelled throufrh it \\\ the greatnefs of bis 
ftrengtht what (hall it be to thofe who (hall \^ un- 
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der % to eteroity/ vithout the leaft my of hope or 
cbniblation > vrhzx iliaH itbe to th^Te who ihall havf 
iK)thlng to fupport them in their uQchaageable a- 
bodcy but an accofing confcience, a&d defpair of 
mercy ? 

I cannot help bbfcrving, hear it, O finners^ and 
trembk! diat^t]efpifed goTpel (haU be an aggra* 
•va^Son of ?tfae goilCy and an addition to the mifery^ 
of all to whom it vns dflerdl^ Heb. it. ^, "" For, if 
^ the word fpoken by angeb was ftedfaft, and every 
^ Iranfgreffioo anddiiobedieoce received a jaft rer 
' compence of reward, liaw ihall we escape if we ne«> 
' gleA jo great faWation .^---Heb. X. 28, 29. He that. 

* defpUed Mofes' law died, without mercy, under tW9 
'* or thrie wttnefles.' of how mnch ibrer papifliment^ 

* foppofe ye, fhall te be thought worthy, who hatk 
' troden under foot the Son of God» and hath countr 

• 'tA the blood of the. covenant, wherewith he wa^ 
« fan^ified, dn unholy thing, and hath done defpite 

♦ onto the Spirit of grace I ' The feverity of the pu- 
tAfhta^i of finners rejefting the gofpd fhall bear 4 
juft proportion to the love and mercy of God mani* 
feftcd in that difpenfation. If thefe are jaAly cal^ 
led nnf|>eakably great, the other muft be kiconceivc- 
abiy dreadful. £very drop of that bldod, ivhich 
'was VpiR in bchidf of finoerti fliall be aa. oil to th« 
flames, that confome the impenitent, and euke them 
born, ^ith greater fiercenefi, to all the i^es of eter- 
nity. Remember, I befeech yon, that our Saviour 
tbaSi ooQ^ue in the charaAer of adminiftrator of 
Ibe coveoanit t)f graoe, till die final doott of finners 

|)e ordiibed. TJu iftme pcrfeoi wIk)!^ foul wa$ 
G z 
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ina(fe ah ofj^ring for fin, aad viYvo groaned on Catr 
vary, (hall, one day, come In his own and in his Fa? 
ther's glory, attended with his angels, as the mim- 
fters of his juftice ; then * every eye (hall fee him, and 

* thofe a](b that pierced him, and all kindreds of the 

* earth (hall wail becaufe of him«* Then how (hall 
Kis enemies ftand before him, \^hea thofe who came 
to apprehend bini fell to the ground, at his word, e* 
Ten in bis humiliation ? Thoie who obfHnatdy re*? 
Tnie to be the trophies of his grace (hall then be the 
monuments of his vengeance. It is very remark- 
able, that as the nation of the Jews were a people 
uncommonly favoured of God, particularly by the 
'enjoyment of the peribnal minKtry of Chrift, and 'jI 
iieartng the gracious words that proceeded out of ^ 
his mouth ; fo, when they had filled up the mea* 
fure of their iniquities, by reje6ling him, the }udg«> 
ment that fell upon them was the moft fignai, and 
terrible, and laftirig, that ever w'is inflifted on any 
people. In this they were an example of the fate of 
awhole world of (inhers; and, indeed, thedeftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem is defcribed in fuch terms as do oa- 
turaUy foggeft to us the final jadgm^nt of the 
world, and teach us what toexpeft, * when the Lord 
^ Jefus (hall be revealed from heaven, in fiaming fire, 
' taking vengeance on them that know not God, and 
* that obey not the gofpel of our Lord Jefus Chrift/ 
' * He that hath ears to hear, let him hear.* Now 
the Saviour is in thepofture of an humble fupplicant, 
ftanding at the door of many hard hearts, and knock- 
ing, and afking admifBoa. ^ Now does he eameftly 
be(eech you> 1^ his mercies^ to be cecondled to God; 



I 



I 



Ser* 3. in Us- hwiiiiatim. 77 

but then ihall he put oa the frowns aad terrors of 
a judge; and how (ball they be able to lift up their 
eyes towards hioi^ who now trample upon his love ? 
See a reprefentatioa of this matter. Rev. vi. 14* 15^ 
t6, ly. ' And the heavea departed as a fcroU whea 

* it IS rolled together ; apd every mountaia aad ifland 

* were moved out of their places: and the kings of 

* the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, 

* and the chief captains, and the mighty men, and 
^ every bond man, and every free man, hid them- 
' felves in the dens, and in the rocks of the moun- 
' tains; and (aid to the mounuins and rocks, fall oh 

* us, and hide us from the face of him thtt Atteth 
^ on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb; 
« for. the great day of his wrath is Come j and who 
' ifhall be able to fiaod ! ' It is remarkable, that the 
^yrath here fpoken of, is called the -wrath of the Lamb, 
Strange expreflion indeed ! but flrongly fignifying, 
that his prefent meeknefs, and patience, and fufFer- 
iog, (hall inflame and exafperate his future vengeance. 
Knowing therefore tlie terror of the Lord, I would 
befecch every finner in this allembly, to confider the 
things that belong to his peace, that the fame ftrength 
j^nd power of our Redeemer, that was evident in his 
fufFering in our ftcad, that is evident in working out 
the falvation of his. own people, (hall alfo be evident 
jn the; judgoaent of his enemies, Pfal. ii 11,12. 
^. Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trem- 
< bling. Kifs the Son, left he be angry, and ye pe- 
« ri(h from the way, when his wrath is kindled but 

* a little; Bkfled are all they that put their truft in 

P3 
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Id the 3^ place; I would improve this fubjed, 
for the encouragement of iinners to return to God 
through Chrift. It was for this very end, that QcA 
kid help upon One that Is mighty, and raifed up a 
chofen One out of the folk. Is there, f;hen, snnotfg 
you, an awakened finner, who trembles at the piro- 
ipeft of divine wrath, upon whofe heart God, m his 
snercy , has carried home a conviflion of his loft ftate, 
'and who is crying out. What Jbatt I do icy be favedl 
Behold, here, the peace-fpeaklng blbod of the 
Lamb of God ! Behold, here, not orilyyotrr ran- 
Ibm paid, and juftice fully fatisficJ, but a power- 
ful, an almighty Saviour, able to fave to the utt'er- 
moft, all that come unto Godby him ! He has 
gone through his work, in the greatDcfs of his 
ftrengih ! He hath foiled your fpirituaV enemies, a(tid 
made a fhew of them openly, triumphing over them 
in his cVofs ! My brethren, there is the greater neeti 
carncftly to intreat your attention to this,' tHar a 
ilothfnl delpondency, and diffidence of fuccefs. Is 
what keeps many Cnners from "a hearty return tb 
God. There is more of this in the hearts of 
many than they themfelves are aware of: I'do not 
mean defpair of mercy alone, but defpair of reco- 
very from a ftate of fin, of deliverance from the bon- 
dage of corruption, and attaining to the dilpofitioQ 
and charafter of God's children. Arc there ndt 
many of you, my brethren, who, though you, ih 
fbme meafure, fee the excellence and happinefs of a 
Ilate of favour with God, and hdy cotifbrmity to b!s 
will, yet finding how itrongly you are^ wedded. to 
the world, and Us iiaful enjoymenUi and knowui^, 
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by experience, the unfoccefsfulnefs of fbrtxier refo- 
lutions taken on in your own ftreqgth, you have 00 
•hope of fuccefs, and £>» in a {alien obftiaacy» refufe 
ita attempt what you think yoa cannot accompli(h^ 
So you not fee, fitx^ what hath been fatd, both your 
former error, and what is now the proper cu re ? Yon 
can do nothing of yourfelves; but diroi^h Chrift 
Arengtbening you, you may do all things* He is 
an almighty Saviour : be is (Iconger than the firodg 
mxa who detains you in bondage : he is able to knock 
off the ftitxigeft fetters, and let the prifoners go free. 
Wherefore, I befeech yon, my dear friends, as yoa 
value your everlafiing intereft, that yon do not fit 
Aill, and perifli, but arife, and be doing, and the 
. Lord will be with you.^ 

In the ^th place, the £ane inffaruAioo, with tittfe 
difierence, may be given to the people of God. ^s 
felf-righteonfnefs, and felf-confidence, are the ruling 
characters of the unregenerate ; fo they are diieafes 
never entirely cui>ed in this, world, even in the bed, 
nod lamoitaMy prevalent in nmny of God*s own 
children^ As their work i» to obtain a vidlory o- 
ver their corruptions, and grow iu the exercife of e- 
very Chriftian. grace, they often attempt both thefe 
too much in their own ftrreogth. As the natu- 
jral and unavoidable confequence of this, they meet 
-Dvith frequent d&ppointment?; thefe make theih 
-ready to fit down in flotbful careleflbefs, aod de- 
dine the ftmggle to which they find themfelves 
^nnequal, oay, too often not without fecret mur- 
Biurtngi and complaints againft God, as a hard 
^0Uiflcr,.reqt^Bg4)rMts,-«ad-givrng^ &• 
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ftead of coQcludia^y from their uofucoe^iilae^, 
that the^r muft have taken their meafares wcoog, 
they ccmdude the attempt itfelf to be yaio, and tte 
ixrork impraAicaUe. Bat, my brethren, here is. a 
troth, which not only the word of God every where 
teaches, bat which almoA every part of his pcovi- 
dence towards us is iotended to ratify, that in us 
ilweUethno good thing 7 that we can hardly have too 
low an opinion of oar own wor th,or oar own ftrei^di ; 
bnty ^at the fame time* that God is able and willing 
to perfeA flrength in oar weaknefs. He. is able to 
uphold the weakeft felf-denied Cbridian in the midft 
of the moft dangerous temptations^ though he often 
fuffers the lelf-fufficient to fall before his enemies* 
Wherefore, my dear friends, believe in the Almigh^ 
ty power of your Redeemer; and I hope you will 
know, to your experience, thalj * he giveth pow^r to 
* the faint, and, to them that have nomighti he in- 
« creafeth ftrengtb.' 

In ihe $th place, fuffer me to improve this fubjeft, 
for the comfort and refrefhm^t of every diicoafi)- 
late and mourning foul. As weary and heavy laden 
finners are the pcrfons to whom the call of the gofpel 
is addrefled, to furely it alio fpeaks peace to weary 
and heavy leaden faints. This world was plainly de- 
signed as a place of trial and difcipline, and not of 
.complete reft to the children of God. It often plea- 
. fcs him, in his fovereign and h(4y'providence, not on- 
ly to afflift them with outward trials, but to hide 
his face from them, and vifit them vith diftrefs of 
foul. May not all fuch fee, from what has been 
^ &id^ that they are but coBibrmed to ibeir Ke^eflMKi 
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that they are but treading in the path which hi 
hath (anftified ; and is it not * enongh for the difciple, 

* that be be as his Matter, and for the fervant, that 

* he be as his Lord?' It would be a great point 
gained, if we could but be convinced, thatafili^ions 
are what we muA look for, and fo not haflily and 
ralhly conclfide,that he is < rebuking us in his wrath^ 
' aDd'cfaafteDitfglis In his hot difpleafure;,'J;s it not 
comfortable, and is it not true, th^t Chrifl hath tak« 
en away the fling of death, and of every fuffering 
from his people, and left nothing but that correc- 
tion which is healthful and neceflary ? Above all, 
ought you not to look to the power of your Redeem- 
er, and his almighty flrength, as fufHcient to fup* 
port you now, and at lad work your complete deli- 
verance ? Banifli every thought that tends to repre- 
fent your cale, either as iingular, to abate your fcnfe 
of the divine goodncfs, or as defperate, to weaken 
your hands, in ieeking relief; and make your requeft 
to God, * with ftrong crying and tears, that he, as the 

* God of hope, would fill you with all joy, and peace 

* in believing, that you may rejoice with joy unfpeak- 
' able, and full of glory/ 

6th, I (hall now conclude all, with an earneft in- 
vitation to all intending communicants, to come to 
the table of the Lord, and, by faith, to feed upon 
the rich entertainment that is there provided for 
them. See here the price of your redemption ; the 
cvidenceand fccurity of your pardon ; the feal of God's 
love to you ; and the certain pledge of every neceffary 
bleffing. * Itpleafed the Father, thatinChrift ftiould 
f ail fulnefs dwell/and of bis fulnefs you may all re- 
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* ceive, and grace for grace.' His body, brokeo, 19 
the bread of life» that mull nourilh your (bills to 
their eTerlaOiog flate. His Uood, fiiedi is a oeYer 
failing cordial to a broken fpiiic, and a moft excel- 
lent refredunent to the foul that pants in a parched 
wilderneft* May the Lord himfislf meet with U8» 
iu)d blefs us, vifit qb with his gracious prefence. and 
oiake us joyful in bli houfe of prayer* Ameo. 
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SERMON IV^ 

The deceitfulnefs of fin. 

H E B ii,p w s ill. 13. 

But exhort one another daily ^ while it is caBed, to- 
day; left any of you be hardened through tfje de^ 
ceitftdnefsofjin, 

WE fee roanj; myftericws thmgs in the frame of 
nature, and the courfe of providente. But 
nothing can be moren^yfterious and M^nderful than 
what we may often fee 10 the ftatecfour own hearts. 
When there is no prefent foUetting teraptation, and 
when we confider, in a cool and deliberate manner, 
the confequences of vice and wickcdnefa, even bare- 
ly from the diftates of natural confciencc, it (eems 
furprizing, that, in any inflance, we fhould yield to 
it; that we (hould be induced to break the peace 
of our own minds, and provoke the vengeance of an 
^Imi^ty Judge; nay, to do fo for a trifling, mo- 
Toentary, and uncertain fatisfa6bion. But if it be un- 
reaibnable to ofFefid God at ail, and to take but a 
-few Aeps in the paths of fin, how much more above 
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meafure anonifhiDg is it, that men fhould adhere to 
their former mifbkes, and fhould not opea tfieir eyes 
after repeated admooitioos' of their danger^ aad'<hi- 
ly experience of their own folly ! 

I believe every body will be fenfible, that many 
finners, even fetting afide the confideration of fome 
of the mofl important religious truths, aA in a man- 
ner fb direftly oppofite to their own pre(ent intereft 
as IS not to be accounted for, without fuppofing 
them under ^n amazing degree of blindoef^and in- 
fatuation. This is to be refolved into the deceitful- 
^^/^ rffih a circumftaDce on this great fubjeft well 
worthy of pur moft ferious attention. . . , 

In entering on the deceitfulnefs of fm, let us re- 
fleft a little on the meaning of the expreiGon. Who 
is it that is deceived ? It is the finner himfelf. Does 
he need to be deceived? Is there not in us allaftrong 
enough direft inclination to that which is evil, rei- 
dy to burft afunder every reftraining tye ? There is 
to ; and yet there is more in our danger than merely 
a propenfity to fin. There is alfo a deceit and impo- 
fition which over reaches us, and enlbares us into 
the commiiTion of what, but for that miflake, we 
would have avoided or abhorred. There is very fre- 
quent mention made of this in fcripture; many cau- 
tions againft being deceived ; and indeed all fin is 
reprefented as error and delufion, in which-^a de- 
ceived heart hath turned us afide. ^ . , ^ 

Again, If the finner is deceived, who is it, or what 
is it that deceives him ? Here we rouft obferve, that 
when we fpeak of fin*s being deceitful, it is not fo 
much any thing without us, taking the advantagie 
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of our weakncfs, but it is the effeft and evidence of 
the ftrength of corrnption within us, which makei 
OS fee d^iQgk in a wrong light, and draw unjuft and 
pemidous conlequences from them. Let us always 
remember, that the whole frame of nature, although 
it be the fcene of tempution, and even the fuel of 
concupifceuce, is faultlefs in itfelf;,nay, it prefents 
lis every where with leflbns of piety and obedience 
to' its Aiithor. The miftake here arifes wholly from' 
bnriaves. There is a remarkable diflference between 
the deceitfalnefs of {\h and deceit of any other kind ; 
In worldly tranfaSions, the perfon deceived is never 
foppoled unfaithful to himfelf, but is impofed on by 
thefuperipr art and cunning of the deceiver. But 
h is otherwiFe ib fpiritual matters, where the deceit- 
falnefs of fin is but another form of fjjcech for the 
corruption and treachery of our own hearts. It is 
true, in foinc inftances of deiufiop, there is an afti- 
vlty of outward agents, if I may fpeak lb, the devil 
and wicked men, who ufeno little induftry to Te- 
diice 6ther8, ai^ ly in wkit to deceive; but this, if 
I miftake not, does not belong properly to the de- 
ceitfiilnefs of fin, which lies in the difpofition of 
btir own hearts, and is what lays us open to their 
fiiares. .^ 

1 fhfell only further obferve, by way of introduc- 
tion, that this fubjcft is equally applicable to good 
men and bad. Both ought to dread, and both ought 
tor be warned of the deceitfulnefs of fin; it betrays 
good men into diftrefs, as well as bad men into ruin. 

In fuuher dilcourfing on this fubje<5l, I /hall. 
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L Eixlcafoiur to open ^ licde the cbkf braocboft 
pf fiEtf diciitftdnrfs fffin. 

II. Coafider d)ie duty fQja»d«d upao it, pf e^thr^ 
tmg (me aneihcr dfuljf, 

UI. Make ibioe pra£lical kaprov^iocot of tl)e fiit)* 

Firft thcQ. I (hall oiduTonr to open a lUik thu 
^hkf branches of th« d^ccitfylQeff of ii^: 4ail { 
thiak^thc deceitfido^ <^ Aq ipay be divided iata 
tbefe three gqaera} bnmbes. 1. lis di%uifM^ icfelfj 
9^4 wbpUy cqacealiog Us Mttire. ^, Its formiog ex- 
cofes fi^ Uielft and tber^j ^Ktmmug Hs gAUtt 
}. Its 'miltiaating .itrdif by degrcie^ and leadic^ meq 
^ fropi the veduotary .cgniuoifiioii of fime fios to 
the oeceHity of comxuittjAg more. . 

i/f tbetu The dece*Hfv4o^ of £9 appesvrs i^m Us 
difguUlng ItiHf^ aod whpUy cciogealipg U9 «atore. 
Though the great IkciS pf jthe law of God ^e ^kftU* 
tea upon the confckpce in fp ftroDg %xA Ipgibto <*a- 
nfters, tb^t it is di^Vill wfepUy to efiw <hems 
yec it is plain that men have often bfof^t 1^9 at 
bout to a forprifioe d^ee. The pfidmift DttTid# 
lenfible how often i^a 19 concealed from oor owa 
view, exclaims, Pfal. xix. 1 2. * Who ca^uoderfiand 
' biS errors! deanfe thou me from fecKC fruits.* 
What ingenious reafoniogs do men often ufe with 
their own minds to prove the lawfulnefi of what in« 
clinaticn leads them to, either with reipeft to pro** 
i^t or pleafore ? When the heart pleads the caufe, 
the underftanding is a very favourable judge. Eve- 
ry one may find a great number of examples of this 
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in Ui'dwa cxfiericate, aod ma; daily fee the ailfuip^ 
py tfft£h of it oi odierft. 

Eor the better iifoftratUig of tfafe trtith, that fid !^ 
cfteo wholly conceal^ evefifrom the mao in whom if 
dwdb» be pleafed to attend to the following obfo'^ 
vttio&s : ( 1 Sometiflies it fliows itiblf ia the pretfa- 
knee of k)ofe princqsles. I am kxvj to fay, that we 
five hi aA j^io wbkfa infidcmy, of the groflefl kifld^ 
IS fptcadiog its poUbo amoQg all ranki aod degreed 
gf men. But why is it ib readily entertained ? tk,^ 
caafe it either fets men at Kberty from the ties of cofi* 
itSgsBi^ and a fature reckoning altogether ; or great- 
ly narr<9ws thee^ctnt, and weakens the obligations of 
tlie law of God. flow fweet and palatable to the 
ccnrupt m'ffid is every thing that removes reftraint9» 
and fiiffers the finner co walk ht the ways of his own 
heart, and the fight of his own eyes \ It Is not rea*' 
looi bttt ladiiattoo, that makes profeiytes to thefe* 
dafinilEttsre dofbines. The truth is, would yon rea- 
fon toiparfially, }tnt woald coddude, that the prta^ 
cjples oMift be faHe» whkfa fend to let men at eafe in 
their aiaies» When dierefbretbe arguments in their 
fiifour ore fo eaiity ada^itted, we hare juft ground 
taaffif fli that it is owiag to the deceltfalnefs of fin* 
i (i«)if weprocMifbotii prindples eo pfa(ftiGe, and' 
ifwi gtsntraU to pavttealars, we Ih^ll find how fia 
dHgoifeslcfelfy and bides iu deformity from oor view* 
It aei^ appears ia its own proper and genuine drefs^ 
dor loveatobe caikd by its proper naine. Thas ex<» 
ceft«oidimaQs)peyaiidii«iUcd,andtti^ppity thought 
by luany^ a ibciai dt^fition and good fetlowlhip; 

PiMe andU^^bHU&Uk refaiitticnt, is o^led bOBMr/ 

H % 
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fjurtt, and digmty of mind. Vaio pomp* Inxiiryt 
and extravagance, are ftyled tafie, elegance* and re* 
finement. Sordid aTarice* and love of money, calls 
itfelf prudence, frngality* and good management. 
Levity, folly, and even obibenity,. it often called in* 
nocent liberty, cheai^folnefi, and good humoar. So 
great is the deceit, and fo fecore does the fin ly an« 
der its diigutferthat a minifter may preach witli the 
pttnofi feverity agabft thefe ievend vices* and the 
gnilty perlbns h^hr with patience or approbation, 
and never once think of applying it to themfeivet. 

. . This deceit diieovers it^alfo by its coiiotequirt. 
How common is it to fligoutize aod difparage true 
piety and goodnefs by the moft opprobrions titks. 
Tendernefs of confcience, is, by many, reproached 
under the charaAer of precifenefs and narrownefs of 

' mind. Zeal againd i^n, and fidelity to the iovii% of 
others^ is called fourneis, morofeaefs, and iilaatnre. 
There was never yet a faithful reprover, from Lot ia 
Sodom to the prelent day, but hefnffiredonder the 
reproach and flander of thofe who would not be re* 
claimed. I might eaiily ran over many more inflaa* 
ces in both thefe kinds ; for* to fay the truth, the 
whole Arain of faihionabie cooveHation is otteh no* 
thing elfe but an iilnfioo put upon the mind* that it 
may bfe its horror of vice; and it is greatly to be 
lamented* that this is done with fo much fnccefi. In 
many cafes* yoni^ peribns efpeCially, are iQ^ired 
"with a hatred and aver/Ion at true and nndefiled 
religion, and that under the moft plaufiUe pretences, A 
Many, my brethren* there are who arc fur from " 
^thioUng it tbemfelves^ and yet fall wder the iwm^ 
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dafioo of the Plrophet I&iah, v. 20»— ^24. ' Wo 
^ amo tbem rfaat call aril good, and good vrX i that 

* put darlueA for Hght, and iigbtfar daclLaefs ; that 

* pat Wt» for fcreet^ andiweetfor bkier. Woun* 
' CO tbeoi that are wift iti dieir own eyes» and pra- 
^ dent in their oxra figbn W# mito them that are 
^ mi^y to driftk wtae, and mea of firength to 

* iniogle ftrofig dfittfc : wfaidi jt^^ify the wicked foe 
^ reward, and take away the ri^iteooihers of the 
^ righieoaf froo faiat. < Thevefore^ ad the fire de« 
^ "voQrtfdi the ftabbk, and the flame coofumeth the 
^ chaff; fe thehr ttx>r fhaH be asrottennef^ and their 

* bloflom fliall |^ up as doft ; becaufe they have caft 

* away the law of the Lord ofHofts^ anddefpUed 
« the word of the holy One of ifrad. 

' (3.) ftttt the hlgbeft degree of tlua branch of the 
decdtfuiiMfs of fin, is» vrtien it not only pats on a 
itctm and i«wfol appearance, but aflumes the garb 
^ eodttcnt pkry and worth. There is nothing im^ 
poffibkuithb. As Satan fbmedmcatransforfflSjhiai* 
ftff into an angel of light, fo Tome of the greateft 
fins wMl take the name* vinA itrrog^te the honour, of 
the moft dHlbigBiihed vhtnes. 1 do not here mean 
^"cafe of groTs hypocr^ ; that is fordgn from the 
prefeot feb^ft. Hypocrites know thdr own iofia«* 
iBcntf welt enough, auid only pat on an appearance 
•f piety, to deceive others. But even when Acre is 
fK> known or ddtberace hypoaify, fin may infinuate 
Itfelf under the appearance of the moft impc^taat 
iioties. 'Men may indulge the moft hatefal pafSons 
with the greater liberty, when they thmk they, are 
4oiBg wImi^ is acee^taMe ft> God. 
H3 
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i Tbe croft <^ our btcfTed Mafier is finll fnagbt 
\vith iofirtiAkm of every kind. It ^ves us, pard* 
coiarly, a ftriking example of ivbat I have now faid.^ 
His cQemieSy who per&cuied him ^itbuQrekotiiig 
isalfce through hia U£e» and at laft preraile^ to* hare 
him hasged on a tret> did it, (fome, nodoQte,iroti> 
a pretended, but) many of theoi, frDn a fDi%iikkd 
zeal for reHgioo. He was crucified as a deceiver, and 
a Maiphemer ; and that in this they w^^mjAed, ap-' 
pears from the langnage of his ptayer for tbem on 
the cro6, * Father, foigive thejo ; for tbey know 
' not what they do/ What a convidioa fiionld 
this give as of the dcceitfnlneis of fiO ; that the 
greateA fin that evet was cominitted oa earth, was 
yet confidered, by the guilty^ as a duty I 

Let ys atfo cohfider onr Saviour's reviarkable pre- 
di Aioa on the fame (nbje^ and how oficn it hath 
been fnlHUed: John xvi. 2./ They fttall pnt yoU 

* out of the fynagegues; yeav the tiase eometh, thai 

• \«^horoever kiileih yon. Will think that be doth Go4 
« ferviee.' My brethren, think a little on^the maxf 
dreadful perfecntions wUcb good misa ha^e; eactor^, 
ed for confdence &ke; tbef .ten4ble lortnres rhegr 
have been expofed to> in which tlioutmofVioventki^ 
K>f the human mind has been em{^oy^d to aggravate 
their diftrefs. Think, in particnhiri of thaborriU^ 
tribunal of Inqnifition,' which is, tOtMs dfj, in ftiU 
authority in countries not very diAaiH ; and does H 
not inipire yoo with tbe higheftdeteftatjon of th^ 
bloody tyrants ? But there is another reflexion noc 
fo frequently made, yet at leaft «}aally proper. How 
great is the deceitfttlocfs of £q io the kvmm faeac^ 
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fhot can make meafuppofe that fucfa atrocious Crimea 
arc acceptable to God ? Yet they certainly do fo» 
Neither would it be polEble for them, fo entirely^ 
|o diveft tbemfclvesof every fentiment of humanity, 
if they were act inflamed by the rage of bigotry and 
&Ue zeal. Ij^t Dot any imagine, that thefe are dread^- 
ful crimes, but which they are not in the leaft dan- - 
ger of. We ouglit to maintain the greatcft watch^ 
fu]ne& and jealotufy over our OMi'q. fpirits. It may 
yery eafily, and does very frequently happen, that 
9D apparent zeal for religion Is more than half com- 
poied of pride, maFice, envy, or revenge. 

Nor is this all, • In the above cafes, by the treach- 
ery of the human heart, fins are changed into duties,, 
and, in many others, every day, duties are changed 
into fins, by the perverfion of the piiiiclple frorh 
which they ought to flow. Many a (bbet, temp^ 
pate perfon owetb his regularity more to a luft df 
gold, thaa to any fenfe of duty, and obedience tb^ 
God. The defire of praife, or the fear of reproach, 
is many times a redraint more powerful than the a}^- 
preheofioa of eternal judgment. Men may put oife 
49ty aUb in the place of another, and by that meatfs 
|9onvert it into fin. Nay, with regard to ail our du- 
ties, we may he tempted to place that truA and d(3* 
jieodence on them which is only due to our Redeem- 
^r's.perfeA righteoufnefs ; and, infieadof a<fts of d* 
lie^eocf,- majce t|iea» idpla of jealoufy before Godt 

Hqw g^Tjcat then the deceitfulnefi of fin, which is 
capable of putting on fo many and ib artful diiguifes, 
aad even to counterfeit true piety, which flands ia 
/lie iiH>A immediate aad direA opjpofition to itt 
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There are more ways than I can poi&blf entiinerate, 
by which men deceive themfdres. and become obfB-^ 
bate and incorrigible in what is evil, by miftaking if 
for what is good. Jn(Hy docs the Apoflle, m this 
paflage, warn Chriftiansagainft being hardened; for 
V[ fin can hardly be rcftrained, even by the moft con- 
ftant vigilance, and the moft ftcady refiftance, what 
progrefswillitnot make, what ftrength muft it not 
acquire, when it is approved and cheriflied, nay, 
when it is profecuted with all that care and attentba 
which ought to have been employed for its utter de- 
XkruAion ? 

2, In the fecond place, The deceitfulnefs of fin, 
appears from its forming excufes for hfelf,and there- 
by extenuating its guilt. That it is natural for finf 
ners to form excufes for themfelves, and endeavour 
to extenuate their guilt, daily experience is a fuffici* 
cut proof. Nay, it is ufual to obfervc, how able, 
and ingenious, perfons, otherwife of no great capa- 
city, are in this art ; even children difcover the great- 
eft quicknefs and facility in it, and are no fboner 
challenged for any thing that is amife, than they are 
ready to produce an apology. The di(|)ofetioii, hir 
deed, feems to be hereditary, and to have been hand- 
ed down to us from the firft parents of the humad 
race. On their being challenged for their dHU>e«' 
dience, each of them confeftes the faft, btrt imme^ 
diately adds an excufe, Gen. iii. 11, 12, 13. *Haft 

* thou eaten of the tree, whereof I commanded thee, 
'* that thou fliouldeft not eat ? And the man £ucF, 

* the woman whom thou gaveft to be with me, (he 

* gave me of ibe tree> and I did eat. And the Lottt 
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\ God faid unto the vomao, what is this that thoK 
*' haft done I And the woman faid^ the ferpeot be** 
* gnUed me, and 1 did eat/ You will eafily be fen* 
ilble, that it is impoilible for me to enumerate the fe« 
vera! excufes, or diftinfl alleviating circumftances, 
that may be pleaded in favour of particular fins, be•^ 
caufe thefe are infiuilely various. I intend, there- 
fore, only to mention fome of the chief confidera- 
lions that are offered by pretended reafoners, or have 
a Secret influence upon the mind of the fioner ; and 
>vhich leflea the imprei&oa of the evil of fin in ge» 
ncral, 

. (i.) One cxcu(e> which, however weak, has no 
fmaU influence in fetting mens minds at eafe, in the 
commiflion of fin, is no other than the commonneis 
of it; and that there are multitudes of others in the 
like condition. It is wonderful to think what bold- 
oeis..finners often derive from this drcumftance, and 
bow bard it is to perfuade them of the danger of whai; 
k common and generally praAiied. Even good raei^ 
are often canied away with prevailing and epidemi* 
cal fins. We may take the illuftration of this fron^ 
any particular fin. How ready are men to think, and 
even tp fpeaH, in the following manner ? If this be a 
£n„ I am fufe I^am not fingular in it; there ar^^ 
many others guiltj as well as L They (eem to look 
upon the praQice o^ others, as a fort of fupport and 
jnfii&cation of their own conduct. 

But, my brethren, I befeech you to confider how 

' delufive and dangerous thefe thoughts are to your 

immprul fouls. If any credit is to b^ given to the 

fcripturexepreftntatioo, the human race, in generally 
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it oflcfer gdilt ; aody therefore, the oomiiioiuiefsy flay, 
the tioiv'a-ialicy of any praAice, Is tk>t fofficient tcr 
ghre it a laoAion, as lawful and Me. WiU the kW 
of an unchaogeabk God be altered or abated ia fa- 
vour of his apoflate oieatares, becaofe of their xmm^ 
ber ? Is there fuch a oomber of ofienderSi as to b0 
able to make head againA their admighty Creator? 
Soffletiiaes, indeed, the tranigreflbrs of hamaft lav^s 
are (b numerous, as to be formidable to thetr very 
judges; but qo fuch thiog can take place here. Or 
wiU it, in truth, be auy cooiblatiou to the fuiierers 
in hell, that they have fociety in their torment ? W^re 
a great number of malefa^ors to be cSKecuted toga- 
dier, would tbisalleviate the pumOiment to any ofieof 
them ? I apprehend it wduld rather iacrcafe it, fmce 
&ey iMoold, in a good meafure, feel each others fuf- 
fer ings ; asit certainly would add greater horror to the 
fight. "Wherefore, my dear brethreui I befeedi ^v^ry 
one of you, to confider the necefflty of rocoadKtt-^ 
fiofi and pe&ce with God, and that it is n^ lefi iio-^ 
portant and neceflary to you, for the oaultttttdes yois m 
kt around you (b faft afleep in fecurity and floth* . 
(2.) Another excufe that men often make for their 
i!D9,is, that they arecomparativelyfmalL Whenihey' 
fte, think, or hear of the monftrobs and atrotlons^ 
Crimea of othersi they are re&dy to bldi themfetvea 
xn thetf fecnrity, and to reckon upon their kfs de« 
gree of guilt, as a fpectes of innocence. Believe itr 
my brethren, I have found, with concern, peribns in 
a dangerous ficknefs, or the. profpeft of death, tak- 
ing comfort to theitifelves, and mentioning, with 
much latisfa^ion, that they were not ib bad as (ome 
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. Sr" * 1 ^^' «<»''»'''»g »hpmfd»« by rhm* 
. SI**' *** «>apari«g tfjemfelm anongft tbcrn* 
•leftres, are oot wife.' 

Thete U a woaderful propenfity 5n rii. prowl (fi, 
F,c ot «an, to gratify itfejf by eo«parlfon with o, 
fc#!i V"'^'*on>«**<J.i» the vwyfud of pride } 

irlfL !^ "'^ "^ P"""^' ^" of femeiUog itt iwWcb 

»^^««Ppofe4 we ex«d. li Ae,» Mjy-Alog wore 

2~°*^„* «»V€Ha«eg, wrhb ^y ihftaoce of th9 

»n cr toJIy of others is narrated, than for the h«»r- 

~*' *^^ «»«. *» take the benefit of it to bimfelf, 

ri ^ ^' ' «» fiire I nioBld neyer hiv« ^One (o 

w MM lo. iiad I been ia hJy <afe. Staurce »ny mm find* 

J^r**^ *°<>*er for his taadaSt ia bis fta^oo, 

^at blaxooiBg jo^ j^^ying Wa owe real or i» 

«a8|n«tf esceDence. j iJo not fiiy. that goo4 men 

W JT ^'^Cl^^ftly oppofite.i*g.o.ral. th, 
» good man J,^"^^^^ ^Lof oih«rf,v,UKW 
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fiiaketh htm to d^r. He kso^, that had he been 
\dt to hin^fetfy hi nrfghr ha¥^ exceeded the moft a* 
bandoiMsd profligate within theconpaisof his know- 
ledge. ' ^ 

. Let me therefore, my bretbrea, caution jbo and 
my&if agunft aH e&cofes drail^ra from coiiporifaa in 
any form. For, not to mention hoW ready we are 
to miftake and be partial to ouvfelres in makkig tbe 
comparifon; not to men tbn that, thoi^.wewere 
ever fo impartial, as tbe hearts of others are not o-^ 
pen to us, nor the ndoiives of their condu^, we can- 
not make it with certamty. • I only infift, that all 
comparifons, whether tliey be joft orunjuil, are un- 
fpeakably perniciood. It is not your being better 
or woffe th^n others,- that will jufliff you before 
God, or be the matter of inqairy at the iaft day. 
You will not then be afkcd, whether you were aa 
profane a blaf^^mer as ftich a per(bn ? as great a ' 
liar as another? as great a drunkard as anotho:? as 
great a whoremoi^er as another ? No. ^ You muft j 
be weighed in the balance of the. (att^buary, and all ■ 
that are there found wanting; &aU be caft into, tbe 
' lake of fire. You may leave it to a wife and righte* 
ous God to proportion the fcverity of his judgment 
to the atrocioufnefs of the Tinner's guilt. * But ex- 

* cept a man be born again, he cannot fee tbe ]6ag* 

* dom of God.' A man may;be drowned- in Bwefa- 
thom water, as well as in fire thoufandf ,and, there'- 
fore, let none fooliftily flatter themfelves with the 
hope of fecurity, even though they really fee many ' 
(to fpeak in the language of fcripture) * tenfgJd more 

* the children of hell than themrelves.' 
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' (3.)Sinfiersareapttolod&foraDotherfi>drceofex^ 
cafes for their fias ia ehemfelves. They are ftrongly la- 
mmed to make a merit of any actions they have dooe 
that are materially good» and think tliat fotne indttl- 
gence is d6e to their faults and ixiilcarriages oa that 
account. They fet tbdrgood works and their faults, zi 
h were, in oppofite coiemns, as if they intended, in 
that; manner, to ftrike the balance. There is very 
much of this diipoficion in the natural nneolightened 
Hiind. We find mdtij fcndnients fimilar to this ia 
(he heathen world; <'. Every man, lays a certain 
*' author, has foine virtues, and fome faults ; be that 
<' hath more virtues than faults, is a good maa; and 
*' he that bath mcH-e faults than virtues, is a bad 
*^ man.'* ; I am renfible there might be fome juftice 
in fuch a compariibn^ after a perfoa hasr r^Ily beea 
brought to the lervice of <jfod upon genuine prm* 
ciples. It might then ferve to fliew whether God^ 
or the World hath molt of our prevsdling love, and 
bur habitual fervice. But this rule is highly peroi- 
.aioHs, wbeQ an ignorant or vitious man endeavours 
to apply it ; for^ firft.of aU, thefe very aftionsy whicbi 
they fuppofe to be good, not flowing from a r^l 
principle of obedience to God, are falfcly reckoned 
virtues in them. O that felf-righteous perlbns would 
but faithfully examine tlie motives from which many 
of their boafted virtues, flow ! The more thiqr knew 
of themfelves, aftd their own real charadd*, the )e(s 
tvould they be inclined to glory iti its excellence and 
perfe£lion. It is certain, that even in the wprld^ 
the more a man preiumes to commend himfelf, the 
Icfs others are difpofed to efteem hi9) ; and is it uot 



ftraoge, tbat the fetf-isX^tficatiioii, xybich. k io^SJ^r- 
able to our fellow creatores, fliould be the foaoda-. 
tiOQ of oar hope before a holy and beari^fearcbiog^ 
God^ 

But, befidea, I hcfcech your attentjioa to the fol- 
lovmg drcomflance : erea the f^tlie fuppoiltioo» juft 
AO^y mentioDedy proceeds upoo aa abioluto palflake 
of the nature of moiral obligatioa. There is no pro^ 
per merit in the obedience of a creattH^^ neiiher hath. 
it, in the h»ft degree, any t^Je or tendcacy to cx-t 
tiDguiflitheguiltof crhae«. If cfteem^ love, and 
obedience, aU in the higheft degree, be truly and pro- 
perly due iinto.God, no reward caa be pleaded for on 
account oC the performance^ much ieJs can it have 
the effeS^ of piiocattng pacdoa iwhere du ty hath been 
»egk6led> Let lee beg of you to refleft upon a aaat- 
tc* of experience, wbidi is but feldoai attended to. 
Does the general goodneis of a man's chara^er ia* 
cKnc even the work| to indulge him in more bad ac» 
ticxis than another ? It docs juA the contrary^ A 
man, \vho ktth been eminent? in. piety dtsring ^ 
kmg coorfe of years, if be ^es- aflray in any one in- 
ftance, wifl be more deeply reproached, and his cha- 
rafter will foflfer more by it, I may even fay, it wiBi 
fofFer an hundred -fold more for the fame aftion, than 
the chara^cr of another whofe condufl has been 
more imperfeft and unequal. 

I look upon it as the duty dF a fciaifter td ben^ 
his whole force agalnft a difpofition to felf-righteouf- 
aefs. And, indeed, whether we take it from fcrip- 
ture or reafon, we (hall fee that the hope of a finocr 
miaA arife not from extenuation, butxonfeiTion \ not 
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Itd^ h^duh ttierit, bat frotA the diviae merey. This 
IS fo pkin, that had mttk but any real and juft COA^ 
vi£li6ki8 of thdr obligatians aod duty to God, fuch x 
plea wou^d oerer coiAe into their mitids. Suppofe aay 
pethsL were challenged for a debt which he was really 
owix^, and be ftoiild anfwer in this manner. It is very 
true, I have qot paid tliis ; bat I paid a debt to you at 
Ibch a time, and another at fach a time, and a third 
at luch a time ; would it not be natural for the other 
to reply. True indeed ; but were not ail thefe debtg 
feparately due \ will your paying one difcfaarge yoa 
tcoia another f is noc this as modi due now as any 
of the reft Were before \ If therefore you will give 
the feme juftide to your Maker, you cxpeft fl-oAa ano- 
ther, yoH mUft confefs that a Whdc life of perfedt 
nnd ^tlefs obedience would do jull aothitig at aA 
to extingoifli thfe guilt of the leaft fin. B6 not there*- 
tbrefo.fo6li(& as \o reft ycwf bop^on that felf-rigft- 
teoofieft, wbkh, in fru^h, i^ ao better than filthy 
rags, abd hoWeVet ekdjelleat iaiid p^rfeft it wd*^ 
icould have to ^fRjfl in jprocuring tbe foi^Vetaefi oF 
lin, 

(4.) There flr6 fo«^ to be found. Who endeaVout 
tbtaurufeyicir aftual irahfgrefllons, as being no more 
thin the ncceffary eflefts of original fia. This we 
*find frfeqtothtly dontt by thofe who are n6 friertds to 
religion in general, and, parl^ps, believe as littte of 
the reality of origiBAl as the guilt df nftUai fiii. Ifi 
fiich, thereifoi-e, it Is do mor^ than a pr^t^ce, that 
they may rid th^iiifelves of the apptthenftdn bf both. 
But there are aHb fome who do not feett tO;b« j^- 
faemies in Jn-tnciple to the ttuths <tf the golpel^Whd 
♦I % 
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yet are very ready to excufe tbemfelves for particu- 
lar fiosy by laying the blame upon their nature in ge-' 
ceral. It is my nature, they will fay ; I have (bftrong 
a dirpofitioQ to it, that I cannot help it. Thus they 
feem to fit quite eafy under the dominion of fin, and^ 
by giving up all hope of overcoming it, are led to 
forbear ail endeavours to refift it. ^ :. 

On this I cannot help obferving,' again, how op- 
pofite the principles of fm and hoKnefs are. The 
iiQ of our nature, which, in true penitents, is mat- 
ter of humiliation and forrow, is often produced by 
others, as an extenuation of ibeir crimes. See. how 
th|:pialmift David exprefleshimfelf, P(al. li. 5. ' Be- 
' hold, I was ftapen in iniquity ; and in f>n did my 

* mother conceive me.' Tbefc words were not fpo- 
kcn by way of alleviation, but confe/Iion and aggra- 
.vation. In the. fame fpirit does the apoftle^Paul 
fpeak in a great part of the fcventh chapter of 
the EpiAIe to the Romansh, particularly veries 
14, 24. 'For we know that .the law is ipiri- 

* tual; but I am carnal^ fold under fin. For that 

* which I do I allow not: for what I would that do 

< I not ; but .what I hate that do I. If then I do 

< that which I would not, I.confent unto the law^ 
' that it is good. Now, then, it is no more I that 

* do it, but fin that dwelleth in me. For I know 

* that in me (that is, in my flefli) dwellech no good 

* thing: for to will isprefent with me; but how to 

* perform that which is good, I find not. For the 
^ good that I would I do not; but the evil which I 

* wduld not, that \ do. Now, if I do that I would 
\* liDt^' it is no more I that do it, but fin that dwcUcth 
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Ma me. I find thm a law, that wten I would da 

* good, evU is pttftnt with me: fdr I delight in tbe 
^ hw of God after the iawftrd mata* Bot I Tee aacr- 

* ther lawiii aiy membei«, warrli^ ^nft Ifie la^fr 
' of fflj miad^ and bringing irie into captivity to th« 

* law of fin, ^vhich is in my membfers. O 'Urrctched 

* man that I a<n ! who (hail deliver die from the body 
«ofthis4eath?* 

^ That there is (bm^thingmyfki^iotis in the firft oc& 
cafion and cdnveyancfe of original fm, on which cap^ 
tioas perfoUfi thayraifetcavilSy tb perplex themfelved 
and others, I readily allow. But, after all they cart 
•%, it is certain, both frofb fcriptnrfe ^nd experience, 
that all adual fin i& ndt only p^rieoal but yolantafy& 
isthereany (lecfon, who will daib ir<lxiiGutitain, in the 
face of his fupreme Judge, that he is laid under com- 
poliiim, or an irreflM>le neceffiiy* to think, fpeak^ 
or do what is wrong i Does any man commit fin^ 
but from his own diolce ? Or isbe hindred from the 
f^efformanceof lay duity to whkshbeis fiiiceiely and 
beaHiiy inclined I If tbis>ere indeed the aie, \t 
wotild not be true, whdt we are told in the &cred o-» 
rades, that God will be vjuft whoi he Ijpeaketh, and 

* clear when he jadgeth.* . 

I taoft rtfo obfervc, that, upcm the |d^Q of the go-^ 
j|)el, the force oi tbW oikviSi is eidirely takea away ; 
f)ecau(e thfe renovatten of our natures is there afaib- 
td to tfce power and energy of divine gtace. Though 
we are fM able to reft>rm our natures, God is able 
to renew them. Though we cannot refift corrup- 
tibti» Cidd is able to fubduc it* Our weak and help- 
left^ fUt6 i^ jmix^i i^fo £ur frdm being apcoper e&t 
I 3 
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cufe for rio» that a juft aod faumUbg (enfe of it is 
«he very firtt flep towards a recovery. * Of oiirfel ves 

* we are not able^to do any good thing, but tfaroi%h 

* Chriifl: fireogtheotog tis^wemay do all things.' We 
are exhorted to pray for the iafloenc^ of the Spi- 
rit,, in the fure hope of acceptance: * Aflc, and y^ 

* iball receiive;. feek, and ye (hall find; knock, and 

* it ihall be opened unto yoa.* So that, on the pre- 
vailing of Tin, wc'havc joft reafon to tate the whole 
blame upon ourfelves, and to fay« 'Wb are not 
' ftraitened in God> but ftraitened. in our own 

* bowels/ 

(5.) In the laft place, ibme are bold enough tm 
excufe their fins, as being only the efFefts of the w- 
i^fiftihle willof God, who hath decreed whatfoerc^ 
eomes to paft ; fome In. a, mor^ artfnl and covered 
Way; and fome more openly and explicitly make ufe 
of God*s abfblute predetermioation of every' even t| 
as taking away the guilt of their voluntary aftionsik 
This hath been a very old excttfe. . It wa9Jhe ipirit 
of tHat language yoa find/£tek«xxxiii. io» ^ There^ 
^ fore, O tlioo iba of mai^, fpeak unto the Jsoufe of 
< Ifrael, thus ye fpeak, ikying, if our tnmlgreflions 

* and our iins be upon us, and we pine away in themi 
« how flioold we then live f ' The fame thipg is men- 
tioned by the apoftle Baul, Rom. ij:« .19. ' Thou 

* wilt fay then trntomciiJchydQiih he yet /ipd faults 
" for who hath refrfbd hi$ will I ' This infamous 
and blasphemous excufe is not only often made fos ' 
pariicular /ins, but is jnade a pillow of flotfa in ge* 
neral, and iinners lay tliemfelves a/leep.upon it in fe* 
curity» faying) i£ k be thi will of Go4^ they f^l^ 
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'be iavedy the event is iofalllble, let them take ever {9 
idefperate a courfej andi^if other wiie» it is impoi&ble 
•for ibeoi't^oppole bis irrefiAible decree. 
' In order to oppofe this profane perverfibn of di- 
vine druth, let in^.put you in mind» what fin and fol- 
ly ft mnft be in u^, to fet the nature of God at vari- 
'ance Vkth bis revealed will, or one declaration of his 
in oppofitioo to another. It is from the fcriptttresa^- 
*lone that youAeam Qo<|'s fupreme dominion and ag- 
.p(^ntWQt oif eviery eveoc. ^nd is it not certain^ tho^ 
•the fame faipturte do lay the guilt or fmfuioefs oif 
every action to the finner's charget Does not God 
abfolately.rcfuTe^ nay, in infinite condefcenfion, he 
/bteiMy protefts agapft having it impqted to bin^ 
iilf. JLet the gu}lty hear and tremble, E^/^ik. ^oodiL 
.II. < As I live, faith the Lord God^ I have no plej^ 
^ htt in the death of jhe wicked, but that the wicfc* 

• cd turn from bis way> and live. Turn ye, ibrn ye, 

• from your evil ways; for. why wUi ye die, honfe 
f of Ifrael ! ' And, again, JaiBf$ i.. i-g* \ Let noman 
f %, when be is lempted, \ am tempted of God ; 
1 for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither temptr 
' eth be any man.' Perhaps, fome will fay, we can- 
not reconcile the certainty of events with the free^ 
dom of anions, or the imputation of guilt, fiuc 
ivhat is this, but faying, we are not^abk to fathom 
or comprehend the. perfeAions of an infinite God \ 
And is this any caufe of wonder? It :would not 

. be the true God, if you could fearch him out; it 
u*ould not be the Almighty, jf yon could find him 
to pcrfefUon. Mt is higber than heaven, what 
5 caoft thoQ do \ deeper tbaft hell, ^hat canft thof 
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« know f The mcafore thereof is longet Ih^ tfab 
• earth, iod broadej' than the fea. * 

Surely, my bretht^o, Uls madtfi^ thkf ib^&eib 
God, to whom all hh Worfe art k<i©wft fmm the 
l)eglnning of the world, attd ii^ho roles by his pb^^r, 
for ever, hath eftabliftied a iicceflary xon^dlioti 
between the mcaos and the end j between eaaie 
and efTeft. And, as it wolild be ahogether. mad- 
tieis in common life, to fit fill) and foHkai* afttwty 
'mdduigence, under pretebee of its being ibift^dlMi: 
to hinder or alter the will <tf 6od j fd it is equally 
mad and impious, to lay the blaihe of our finfui 
liearts and indinlitions on the appointmtndi of Godk v 
iSe c^n and doth ik>&troran4 over-rule, bybisibve^ 
tetgn providence, all his ci^eaturesi and all tbdr ^c^ 
tions, in % fubfervieddy to his oWn glory; but, as t4> 
the fmfulneift of every deed; the finQer alone i^ 
chargeable with it, and, in thedayof judgCDent^ the 
finner alone ittttft anfwer fi)r it. 

Before 1 proceed to the third branch of the ^- j 
ceitftilnefs of fio^ 1 tmift beg youi: attention t6 a few ■ 
^bfervaUons on what hath bae^ already faid. And,* 

I/?, You may obferve how varioos and involv^^ 
imd how deep-laid the excufes for 'fin are. Thd 
ways of the world, the general prevalence of fin^ 
and many of thefe very circumftanccs which ought 
to make us dread its influence, and fill us whh^ab* 
horrenceof it, are frequently made ufeof to extenuate 
hs guUt* The corrupt inclination of our hearts, 
which is the fource of all fin^ and may be faid to be 
the eflencc of fin, is often made ule of to eJKufe ot 
ValBate Itt f&Sth as tjibe l^mb x>( the tree lor il.^ 
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iburnefs of the grapes. How ill qualified are we to 
judge fairly oq fuch a fubjeft ? We are par tie! in 
our owQ caufe, aad give an uojuA decifioa from our 
relation to the pannel. Down then with the rcafon- 
ing$ of the carnal mind. Snfpeft ihem, dread them, 
&ut your ears againft them. What reaibn is there 
to fit down in filende:» and humbly acquiefce la the 
account given us of our character, and Aate, by « 
God of infinite hdinefs ? There is no error to 
blind his judgment^ no interefl to bias his inclina^ 
tion, and there is no equal who may contend or en- 
ter into judgment with him* ... 
- 2dfy^ You may fee that the excufes for fin, are 
BOtonly infufficient, but deeply criminal. In the form 
they aflume, they may appear plaufible; but, when 
they are (tripped of their difguife, they will appear 
to be horrible. The immediate pretence may apr 
pear to have nothing very atrocious in it ; but when 
they are traced to their fource, they will be found to 
take their rife from the moft malignant infidelity or 
atheifin in the heart. • You fee, from what has been 
iaid, that many excufes for fm, at laft, land in laying 
the blame upon God himfclf. All the encouragement 
we take in fin, frpm the divine paticpce, all our a^ 
bufe or perverfion of the gifts of nature, or the 
courfe of providence, lands ultimately here. Let us 
therefore pray, that it may pleafe God to open our 
eyes on the wonders of his law, on the riches of his 
grace, and the greatnefs of his power. Let us con- 
fefs, that * to us bclongett fbame and confufjon of 
* face; but to our God belongeth mercy.' Let us a^ 
dopt the words of the Pfalmift, Pfal. xix. U. * Who 
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« can ooderftand fcis errors ? Cleai^e tkoto me freai 

• fecret faults.' 

3. 1 proceed, now, to the ihird and laft branch of 
the deceitfulnefs of fm, viz. Its Infifluating nature, 
by which it leads men oti, in an infenfibk m^raer^ 
from one tfcgree of widcednefs 10 a higher, and, af- 
ter the volnntary commiffion of fomc fins, lays them 
fender a ibrt bf neceffity of Commitimg more. I think 
It is probable that the Apoftle had this particularly 
in his view in the text, where he fays. Exhort ont 
another daily, lifhOp it is called, to-day; lefi any bf 
you he hardened through the deceitfttlnefs of fin. And 
certain it is, my brethren, that wicked men do not 
fee the whole conrfe they are to run at on^ view, but 
ire drawn in by little and little. Take the moft a* 
bandoned fincer in this gtiilty '^orld, and there was 
a time of his life when he would hare trembled to 
. think t)f the crimes which he afterwards cotatnitttd* 
•Thus Itazael, King of Syria, when he Was told by 
the prophet Elifha, of the unnatural bafbitrity and 
cruelty ^6 would be guilty, of among the chiidrca 
of Ifrad, he could not believe fo ill of himfelf, but 
anfwered, Vith a kind of aborrence, * What, is thy 

* fervapt a dog, that he fliould do this great thing!* 
But fuch is the nature of fin, that it carries men a^ 
Nvay, if they yield to it, infinitely farther than they 
themfelves intended. We find this taken noticfe of 
by moral writers in every age and country. Many 
of the antients ufed to teprelent it by a very expref* 
five fimilltude, viz. that the way of vice' lies down 
hill } fo that if you take but a few fteps, the motioa 
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is fooa acceteat^d, ana. becomes, fg violent aod im^ 
^tuous, that it IS impoffiWe for yqujjo rdtft if. * 
. Tifis is certftiftly a qircuoyftaftcft ^jt^ t^^jcft to 
^e OJ^IURJ of firj, \yhi€h lies ajc ^Jfe foui^datipn rf 
praaicti r^Kgitny a^ tor which. I wottW particukirH 
^ intrw the attctttiofeof the yorfnger partof my au- 
dkni^. Neither 5^ it ufifuifcable to. pcrfons of anji 
qharadler, asit wfl coatribatc to enforce, upon their 
xm^ ifenfebfiheneccffity of conftant vigilance, 
and of oonfhwit prayer; Tn order to reprefenjt tho 
matter to yoo in the ftponger light, I fhall endeavouF 
to by before youfome of the chief fteps and grada- 
tions by which a finoer Is brought intoa hardened 
ftate^ and flio^w how naturally, and in a manner ne- 
eeflknily, they icad binpi. forward from one to ano- 
iter, ■ 

' \i .): Mifn:«nieB and initiate tbeflofelves in a villous 
ppa<Jficq by ftnaller fins. Though every fia hath tha^- 
maligi|ty In itfhatit defirvesGod^s wpa«h and curfo 
both 11^ this life anditbat which irtocon^; yet there 
^efomeiiiw, which, k tJiemfehcs, as welf as from 
feveral cIrQumftances which attend ihem^- are^ far 
more heinous in the fight of God than others. Thefr 
are to0 alarming to the con&ienceof a young finner ; 
and, therefore, he only ventures- upon fuch as are 
imalter at firflr. I hope you. will not think it too 
minute or trifling, if I mention that every particu- 
lar kind' of vice creeps in in this gradual manner. 
Many have begun to fleal, with taking away things 
without their parents knowledge, from their own 
houfe, thinking there could belittle foult in this-; 
and then; picked up fmall things, perhaps, fiompeo- 
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pkof better rank, ikying to ihcmfelves, they wUlnever 
be the worfe of it, they can eafily Tpare it ; hot tioie 
has perfeftcd them in their trad^j, liMtheyeodcd their 
days npoD a fcafiUd. Some have b^an mth little 
arts of equivocation, and conteaiiog the trntb, wha» 
10 time, came to boldnefs and bbftinacy in gro& 
falfehood. And many have begun with levity of 
carriage, and vanity of drefi, who have ended in loft, 
whoredom, and open proflitudon. My brethren, 
though we are all born in fin, and powerfuDy ia- 
dined to that which is evil, from oar firft entrance 
into the world ; yet we have alfo a witnefs for God 
in our own confctences. There feems to be fome 
reluftance in the firft commiflSon of fin ; fome for- 
row and regret for departing innocence. It is a (ay* 
ing of one of the heathens, " No man becomes all 
«' of a fudden very wicked; " or, if I may ufe the 
expreiCon, is made perfeA in fin. / It ofually takes 
fome time, and. is carried on by progrefe and improve- 
ment, though fome, alas! make wonderful profici- 
ency in it, and advance at a very great pace, Thefe 
Icfler fins^ theau arc the introdufUon and prepat-atioQ 
for what afterwards fliall follow ; they begin the at- 
tack upon confcience, which, at laft, ends in a total 
overthrow and defeat. 

(2.) Let us now follow the .fioner to the next 
ftage of his unhappy courfe. Having once begun m 
the ways of fin, he ventures upon fpmething greater 
and more daring ; his courage grows with his expe-. 
rience; and he gives himfelf more liberty to walk 
in the ways of his own heart, and the fight of his 
own eyes. Now, fins of a deeper dye do not look 
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to frightful as before. The reafon of this is plain, 
or rather there are. many reafoas which concur ia 
producing this effe^l. CuAom makes every thing 
familiar, even to defpifing the authority of God, 
and countera£liDg the, ftrongeft obligations. Sin- 
ners, after fome apprenticefliip to this infamous 
trade commit fuch fins as lay wafte the _confciencc, 
and offer the greateft violence to their own minds ; 
thefe flill Jead forward to others, and to every new 
tranfgroffion, if I may fpeak fo, they are driven by 
a ftrongcr inclination, and with -held by a weaker re- 
fiftance. No fin cumes by itfelf alone, but ftands in 
'clofe connexion with many others. Some fins teach 
ns how to commit others, as well as afibrd an oppor* 
tunity to do it. I have heard of a fecvant who w^nt 
into an apartment with no other intention than to 
gratify appetite, by making free with fome fweat- 
Bleats, but happening to fee fomething very valu- 
able lying open, which might be eafily concealed, 
could not refill the temptation, but commenced 
thief, and came, at li^, to a miferal^ end. Many 
fins alfb bring others after them, as excufes to co- 
ver them. So that no pcrfon, wiio once breaks over 
the limits of clear and unqueftionable duty, knows 
how far he may be carried before he returns back, 
or rather whether he may not be fb deeply involved, 
as never to return at ^11. This leads me to obferve, 
. (3.) That open fins foon throw a man into the hands 
of ungodly companions. This effeft is neceflary, be- 
caufe they determine his charafter ; and, according to 
the old obfervation, thofe of like difpofition, by a na- 
tural and powerful inllinft, are fed to aflbciate toge- 
K 
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thcr. No fooncr do men begin to take liberties in their 
conduft. than they begin to (hun the fociety of good 
men ; the pretence of fuch is a reflraint upon them ; 
their exanjple is a reproof to them, and awakens any 
principle of confeience, which yet remains unfubdu- 
ed, to reproach and fting them; whereas, in fodety 
like themfelves, they arc gready emboldened, by fee- 
ipg vice praftifed, and by hearing it juftified. Be- 
hold the finner, then, with corrupt communication 
» well as corrupt inclination I The danger of this 
we are warned of by the apoftle Paul, i Cor.xv. 33. 
« Pc not deceived; evil communications corrupt good 
* manners/ As united fires burn the fiercer and the 
ftrong^r ; fo a finful fociety improves and grows ia 
impfety, and every member joins his brother -s poUu-i 
tion to his own. It is not eafy to fay, how mncb 
pr^ane companions are inftrumcntal in reciprocal- 
ly undoing one another. But furely if thofe, other- 
Vife virtuous, are often in danger of being led a- 
way with the error of the wicked, much more muft 
tb^y vvho are ijft^mfelves fo difpofed, and are every 
whit as ready to follow a bad advice or examplci as 
others are to give it. 

I canaot forbear adding upon this fubjeft, that fe- 
rioufly difpofed perfons are as much afraid of the 
fociety of loofe perfons, as they are impatient of 
theirs. This makes the feparation ftill more com- 
plete. And even when they are occafionaliy joined, . 
the fear of cafting their pearls before fwine, who 
may trample them under their feet, and turn again 
and rent them, often (huts their mouths. It pre-i 
vents the.© from giving that falutary inflruftion, and 
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tifefiH admonitiofi, ^hich their haart fOlghf diftate, or 
the neceffity of the eafe might requife. I cotifefsf, my 
brethren, wheu I confidet the tJdfpeakable adranta* 
g^s for true piety, which afife from the relation, the 
company, or the friendlhip of eminent ChrlftianS, It 
fills the with the deepeft concern for thofe unhappy 
perfons, who, by their condttft, and circumftance^, 
Are ncceflarily deprived of every thing of this kinJ, 
liay, are daily expofed to all the contrary frratres. 1 
dare fay, not a few in thi< aflembly will bear wUnefs, 
as I defire to do with inward gratittrdtf to CrOdT, 
what infinite benefit arJfes from the Ibciety of the 
excellent ones of the earth; to have been h!»ftrtiaed 
and trained np by pious parents in the fear of God ; 
to have had your lot caft in a family which was a 
houfeof prayer; to have the faithful admonitions 
of a truly confcientious friend; and to have the 
dally edifying, reftraining, comforting, animating 
ciEample of an eminent Chriflian, ^i well as a fhard 
in his fervent prayers. Nay, I will fay more, tbd 
very precious remembrance of foch, after they have 
entered into reft, whether parents, children, friendsr, 
or neighbours, has the nobleft and happieft efFe<a: in 
reproving our flotli, and.ftirrtng us up to be * fol* 
« lowers of them, who^ through faith and patience, 
< do now inherit the promifes.' How mifcrable thofe 
who are wholly ignorant of every fuch privilege! 
How deceitful is fin, which daiJy adminifters the 
moft deadly poifon, and, at the very fame time, clc^ 
fes up the way on every fide, and debars the infefl:*' 
ti Viexm from every mean that might contribute to 
his core!. 

K z 



112 The deceitfulnefs of fin. Ser. 4* 

(4.) In the next ftage> the iinner begins to feel the 
force of habit and inveterate cuftom. The frequent 
repetition of a6ls of fin conftitutes a habit. How 
powerful this is^ and hard to be overcome, experience 
is a daily {landing proof. We are warned of the 
danger of habitual wickednefs in many pafTages of 
Icripture, particularly Jer. xii. 5. < If thou haft run 

* with thefootmen, and they have wearied thee, |hea 

* how canfl thou contend with horfes ? and if, ia 

* the land of peace, wherein thou truftedft, they 

* wearied thee, then how wilt thou do in the fwel* 

* ling of Jordan ? Chap. xiii. 23. Can the Ethio^ 
^ plan change his fkin, or the leopard his fpots ? then 

* may ye alfb do good, that ai:e accudonaed to do e- 

* viL' Nature ttfelf, in this, as ia many other in- 
flances, is full of fpiritual inftru6lion. Habits of 
any indifFerent kind, when once eftablifhed, can 
hardly be overcome even by the greateft effort of rcr 
iblution; even any motion of the body, or any par* 
ticular word or phrafe in dilcourfe, if once they have 
taken place by cuftom, are hardly ever L)id down. 
But, it muft be obferved, that habits of fin are not 
only infioitely more hurtful than habits of a com^ 
xnon kiiid, but they are alfo much more obftinate. 
They fall in with the beat and difpofition of cor* 
rupt nature ; and, therefore, are like a double cord, 
not eafily broken. 

Behold then the iinner rooted and fettled in an e« 
yll way ! Before, it might have been expefted, that an 
^wful difpenfation of providence,or the convincing de- 
monftradon of the word of God, might have had an 
eifefl upon him ; but now, though it Is ftill poflible, Ic 
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becomes kfs and lefe probable. Atree,WheaittsQew-» 
Ijr plat>ted> may be cafily removedror may beorerturn:^ 
€d b; a bhft of wind ^ biit» Mvhcnonce it has fpread its 
foots ia the ground, and long kept its poflefficn, the 
Aioft vioient fefflpeft may bend its top a little, bof 
cannoE (hake its firm foondatioas* So^ the fiiu]er,^that 
has beeflt k>og habitaated towickediiefi,aad confirm^ 
ed by a loog oarfe of time, will ftaod even the 
ftorms of affliifHoAv aod, if they do beod his haagfaty 
^ir^ yet they wilt aot break his Aabbora heart. 
1 do not mean to fet bounds to the aloMghty poweir , 
and ibvereign grace of God. He, 00 doubt, may, 
afid, in fome iuilances, has plockt the moft adTanced 
fiDoers as brands out of the fire. But tbefe inftaii« 
CCS are &w and uncommon^ for ibme of the great 
ends of his government. L: is not tbe ordinary way 
of his dealing wiih «s ; and he hath fixffickntly warn- 
ed us againft trufting to it. He hath threatened to 
make the finner feel the natural coniequence of ob- 
ftiaacy, by ceafing to ftrive with him, and giving 
bim up to the lufts of his own lieart. 

\t is an awful, but an uieful leflbn which young 
per (bus may learn, frc»n what they fee in the world 
about them. Thefe who have been long habi- 
tuated to idlenefSi what a hopeleis thing is it to at- 
tempt ta bring them to apply? Thofe who have 
been Idog habituated to drunke&nefs and intempe** 
ranee, or fenfuality of any kind, we ought not to fey 
they are inclined to it, but they are compelled to it 
by the irrefMlible calls of thefe appetites which they 
are no longer able to control. All who obferve them, 
are fo fenfible of it, that they coniider it, as in vaia 
K3 
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to fpeak to them, and thmk they may juA as well 
ipeak to the wiad or the florin : nay, we may often 
perceive the poor unhappy wretches themielves fm? 
Hble, in ibme.meafure, of their captivity, though 
unable to break the chains that bind them. Some 
drunkards have been known to be filled with the 
deepeft vexation, and ready to tear their own fIeGi» 
on refle£tion of their beaflly condition, and yet 
drawn, by an irrefiflible force, to the next tempta* 

txon Nothing can fet in a clearer light the deceit- 

fulnefs of fin, than comparing the firength of ha- 
bits, with the flow and fiient manner in which they 
ileal on. One fingle a^ of fin feems. nothiog ; but 
one after another imperceptibly ftrengthens the dif- 
pofition, and enflaves the unhappy criminal beyond 
hope of recovery. 

(5.) The next ftage in a finner's^ourfe, is, to lofe 
the fenfe of Ihame, and iln openly and boldly. Sia 
is, in itfelf, a di(honourable thing, which hath, in 
many infiances, the teflimony of mankind againftir, 
though their praflice be on its fide. Hence' comes 
the veil and covering of hypocrify. Moft part of 
fins are the works of darknefs, becaufe they fhun the 
light. Bur, when once a finner has come to a cer- 
tain degree, he throws ofF every maflc or covering, 
and fins in the face of the fun. He no more^ecks 
darknefs for his evil deeds, but walks as 'deftruc- 
« tion that wafteth at noon-day,' The obferving 
eyes, and cenfuring tongues of men, are, now, no 
bar in his way; fince the ftrength of inclination and 
habit is fuch, that he muft indulge himfelf, he takes 
courage, and refufes to be reftrained. 
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The prophet Jeremiah mentioas it as an evideoce 
of a high degree of degeneracy in the children of If-. 
raeU that many of them had loft all fenfe of fhame, Jer . 
vi. 15. ' Were they afliamed >vhen they had commit- 
^ ted abominatiop I nay, they were not at ail afhamedt 
« neither could they blufti^ therefore they (hall fall 
f among them that fall : at the time that I vifit them 
• * they (hall be caft down, faith the Lord.' And, 
without all queftion, it is an evidence of an uncom- 
mon height of impiety, when even natural (hame 
is gone ; jand whoever are in that condition, have 
loft a very powerful fence to virtue. So long as 
fhame remains, it is a great draw-back upon them in 
their licentious praftices; but, when it is no more, 
they arc without curb or reftraint, they dravj inU 
quity with cords of vanity, and fin, as it were, with 
a cart-rope. And that men are naturally carried to 
this bold and (hamelefs impiety^ is evident from. the 
very nature of the thing. Repeated afts of fin, 
which muft be known, oiFend natural modefty fo 
frequently, and accuftom a man (b much tovfliame, 
that he lo(es the fenfe of it in time altogether. Of 
this we have but too many examples. 

(6,) Another (iage in the finner's progre(s, is, to 
harden himfelf fo far, as to fin without remorfe of 
confcience. The confcience of a finner, for a long 
time, bears its teftimony againft him, and every out-* 
ward indulgence cofts him fbme inward uneafinefs; 
but, after he hath given himfelf over to abandoned 
wickednefs, it frequently ceaies its reproof. This 
vi6lory he may obtain two different ways: i. The 
eafieft and fpeedieft way is by hearkening to loofe 
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principles. Theie, at once, ftt the miBd at eafe, aod 
blunt the reproofs of confcience. Bnt of this I hrre 
fpoken on a former bead. 2. The other way is prac- 
tical. The frequent repetition of atrocioas Ctkocs 
ftupifies the coTrfcretrce. They, as it were, weary ic 
but, and drive it to defpair. It is much the feme wfth 
the monitor in our o\?n breaft, and any friend who- 
has a coDcern for another ; if he finds that inftruc- 
tion, admonition, reproach, are all in vain, he, at 
laft, loofens the reins, and fuflEers him to take hi* 
courfe. Now, what muft be the concRtton of a man, 
who has out-finned even his confcience itfelf ? he 
muft furely be kept within no bounds, but triumph 
in his miferable conqueft. The apoftle Paul tells^ 
us, 1 Tim. iv. 2. of fome who are guilty of * Ipeak- 

* ing lies in hypocrify, having their confcience feared 

* with a hot iron.* And thus defcribes the condi* 
tion of fome finncrs, Eph. iv. 19. ' Who^being paft 

* feeling, have given themfelves over unto lafdviouf^ 
« nefs, to work all uncleannefs with greedinefs.* Per- 
haps, it may be thought fome degree of comfort to a 
Unner to have overcome his confcience, fo that he is no 
more harrafTed with its reproofs, Butconfider.Ipray 
you, that all that he hereby gains, is only to be a lit- 
tle farther out of the way of recovery, a litrie nearer 
to deftruflion. What avails it, that he has rendered 
himfelf infenfible of his danger ? This will neither 
fcreen him from it, nor make it lighter when ir falls* 
There is Ibmething, on the contrary, extremely ter- 
rible in the condition of that man who is infenfible 
of the judgment a-waiting him, and ftill going on, 
till he lift up his eyes in lorments that flmll ncret 
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have an end. But, before this, he has frequently 
fome further fteps to go. Having finifhed his cha- 
rafter, he proceeds to finifh his work; and, there- 
fore, in the 

(7.) Place, Improved finners often come to boaft 
and glory of their wickednefs. It is fomething to 
be above (hame; but it is more ftill to glory in wick- 
ednefs, and efteem it honourable. Hear what the a- 
poftlePaul fays of fuch, Phil. iii. 18, 19. 'For, 

* many walk, of whom I have told you often, and 

* now tell you even weeping, that they are the ene- 
« mies of the crofs of Chrift, whofe end is dcftruc- 

* tion, whofe God is their belly, and whole glory is in 
« their (hame, who mind earthly things.' How many 
are there who have ftudied to excel each other in 
the glorious arts of debauchery and riot, and then 
proclaim their own praifes upon the fubjeft ? How 
dreadful and how pernicious a chara^er 1 for it is ne- 
ver feparated from its counterpart, defpifing and re- 
proaching true religion, and a fledfail adherence to 
its laws. It gives me great concern to fay, that there 
is fo much pains taken amongft us, to give cownte- 
nance to profanity ; fo that it requires no fmali mea- 
fure of courage and refdutlon not to be a(hamed of 
our Mailer's crofs. To what height of wickednefs 
are thofe arrived, who have thus inverted the natu- 
ral order of things, have mailer ed their own judg- 
ment, and turned their reafon upfide down. Glori- 
ous ambition indeed ! to have made fuch a progrefs 
downward toward the brute creation, both as to 
their bodily appetites and the fentiments of their 
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Aahrfs. There remaineth bat one ftep more for them 
to take, viz. 

* (8.) Not to be coDtedt with being wicked them- 
fclves, but t?) ufe all their art and influence to make 
others fb too. This is to be zealous in finniog, and 
hidoftrioufly to promote the inrereft of the infernal 
caufe. How often do we find thofe who have no fear 
of Cod before theil* own eyes, ufe their utmoft en-' 
dcavburs to extinguifli it in others, to laugh dowa 
the qualms of their confciences, and break any re- 
hiftance they may feem to have at running to the 
fame cxcefs of riot with themfclves \ Some are fo 
toinent this way that they refeffible the Pharifees 
^ho * compared fea and land to make one profelyte,' 
^ttdwhen they had made him, they made him * two- 
•^fold more the child of hell than themfelves.* So vwB 
zealots in vice, compafs /ea and land to make a pro- 
felyte to the devil. It is hard to tell to what we 
ftiould attribute this extraordinary coffduft. Is if 
that they are really perfaaded they have made a wife 
choice, and out of their great generofity and affec- 
tion to their brethren are willing to make them part- 
fierff of their joy ? This I am afraid will hardly 
be believed by any reafbnable man. It is more prob- 
able, that as they refembfe in many other rcfpefts 
fteit father the devil, ^a they refemble him alfb ia 
malice, • going about like roaring lion^, fccking 
^ whom they may devour.* They already begin to 
feel their mifery by fin, and defire to bring as many 
^s poffible into the fame condition, as a wretched 
(and indeed miflaken) fburce of coofolatioQ ia their 
future wo. 
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And now to clofe the fcene, thofe who hare tbtift 
flMT hardened themfelves fhall ht given up of God 
to judicial blindnefs of: mind, and hardneft of heart. 
"5Vhea this feptence takes place, they are incapable 
of mercy, and marked out as veffds of wrath, fitted 
|o deArudioQ. That God foqierimes, in his righte* 
ous judgment, lays the finner under this awful ien- 
tence, is evident from the following paffages of fcrip* 
ture, Ift, VI. 16. * Make the heart of this people fat, 

* and make their cars heavy, and Hint their eyes 5 

* left they fee with their eyes, and hear with their 

* ears, and onderftand with their heart, and convert, 

* apd be healed. John xii. 39, 40. Therefore they 

* could not believe, becaufe that Efaias feid again, 

* he hath blinded their eyes, and hardened their 
\ heart; that they (hould not fee with their eyes, 

* nor underftand with their heart, and be converted, 
< and i ihouid heal them. Rom. i. 28. And eveq as 

* they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, 

* God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to da 
' ihofe things which are not convenient.' 2 TfaefH 
ii. 1 1, 12. 'And for this caufeGod ftiall fend them 

* ftrongdelufions, that they {hould believe a lie; that 

* they all might be damned, who believed not the 
« truth, but had pleafure in unrighteoufneis.' This 
is always a confequence of their former obftinacy. 
As they defpife and traniple upon his mercy, he gives 
Ihem over to themfelves and the matters they have 
chofen; he finiflies the day of his patience and long- 
fuffering, and devotes them to the judgment they 
deferve. 

And now, my br^thre^, view (and view it wltb 
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terror !) the dreadful confequcnce of the deceitful- 
nefs of ftn^ aod by >vhat fatal fleps it leads oa to that 
hardnefs of heart which is a fure prelude of eternal 
mifei y. Who that ventui es upon the praftice of fm, 
ever intends to go fo far ? They mekn only to take 
a (hort trial of the pleafures of vice ; but it gains 
upon thera infcnfibly, and fixes its hold. ftill fafter 
and fafter, till they are its abfolute flaves. I (hall 
conclude this illuftration of the deceitfulnefs of fin 
with obierving, that there is ain exaft correfpondence 
between the progrcfs of a faint in holinefe and meet- 
nefs for heaven, and the progrefs of a wicked man 
in fin, and his growing fitnefs and preparation for 
hell. A new convert finds it hard at firft to feparate 
. kimfelf from his fins, and confine himfelf within'the 
bounds of duty : he has fome relenting thought to- 
wards his'lufts, as old companions from which he is 
to part for ever. Juft fo a young and unexperienced 
finner finds fome reluftance at fin, fome uneafinefs 
from the challenges of confcience, and painful fore- 
bodings of his unknown future fate. — A good man 
after walking fome time in the paths of virtue finds 
the way become fmootber and eaficr, and ferves God 
with greater conftancy, and with greater pleafurc. 
Juft fo the finner finds it more eafy, through time, 
to violate his confcience, does it more frequently, 

and with lefs remorfe. A good man foon affociates 

himfelf with the excellent ones of the earth, he is 
inftrnfled by their converfation, emboldened by 
tjieir example, and affifted by their prayers. Juft fo 
the finner foon finds, .or is found out by thofe who 
are like him in injciination; they join in confederacy, 
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^dopr^ftcli others priaciples, and follbwcacb others 
prafticc— r-A good man ia lUaeisthohHigHlycQH?- * 
£rmed/bdcoaick)pofiefi 'of aipr^sdiiog love to.C>od 
-endiholin^^ So that it is hirvet Jr aatune^JbiS ddj^l, 
as MreUas)diity> Joft fo the fiaoerrii^ procel^ of titm;, 
as..gqvernisd by his ioAs; they acqaioe that aiuhorlr 
rt|p. over him that they. d6 dqI iblicic but djsm^ t%- 
.dolgeoce^-^— i-A^fibd mail is fortified ii his choice, 
laad ideTptfes the fiiuies and frowfis of a cprrupt 
-wdrld: Juft'fo the ficiier lays afide flxime, aad fayi(, 
iiay bitt I >^1I do that which hath proceeded oU;t^f 

my mboth. A good roan is filled with coflcam 

for the latere Aof reDgioQ. Jnft (b theiiooer efpou- 
fisrtbe caufe of pirophaoitjr^ will fdead .it in fass coo- 
.Tfrtfatioo, and ftre&gthen it with his fabflaoce-^Ia 
•fine, a good man is at laA raifed, above the wQjid, 
>jiis heart is ta heaven, and he longs to be. carried 
-.there. JuS ia the finner fiBs up the meafure of his 
iniquity; the infernal paflibns take pofleflibn of tiie 
\riid&man/fae wearies of the earth for the few gpod 
:,ifien that fare in it^ and -is ftill^ prepared for the laa- 
«gi9%6 of falafphiemy and deQ>air. 

•' II.. I proceed now to the fccond general head, 
•^whicfa Was to confider, the .daty which is. fppadcd 
>6y'the apoftle on the deceitfalnefs of fio, viz» mut- 

iial exhortation, Exhort one amth6r^l4ttlyj wkik ii is 
. cdlkd^ to day : This I iball do by fqme reflexions on 

the three following particulars, i (k. The perlbns who 
.are obliged to exhort oihers. adly, The^ feaibn in 

which this duty is to be performed* And, jdly, The 
h 
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maimer la which it is ta be perfoGOed) if ^ine hof^ 
f0 ib it with fixcce& 

Y. Ab fo the per&Bs. who «re obliged tlo eskaet 
other«r It feians ia this pafTage to be isud upofi €hri£* 
rttens in geiMfraU withoat any eatctption, tfxittirf aim 
dn^^r; and there is little donbt that it majr and 
otsghttobeimderXloodinthegreateftlatitade. This 
is perfefti^ co^faMAt to the fpiiit of true reiigtoti, 
to our relation one to another, and to the coDfiaot 
Amgnage boib of the Old and Hb w Teftamtot. The 
two great bMncbes^df praAical religion, the heads 
of the two tables of the moral kw, are love to God 
dbd lot^e to wan ; and 'as oar love to man onght to 
lalce its tife h«m our lave to God, lb thenecm be 
no*exprd&on of it tner^ nataral, dl tntareneceOavy, 
thaA an endeavcwr to warn themiof tbedeceitful od- 
tare atid dangerons confeqnences of fin. This is a 
^dty which Is founded with the bigheft prophecy 
od the deceitf aiads of fin. For as it detedes ibe to- 
iler hitnfelf ofteii tniio in&Qiible manner, mfaera may 
befnppofed to ob&nre his condition^ and to fee afae 
itnpofition more clearly, and are thenefiare eUged, 
by the diflates both of humanity and piety, to a- 
waken htm as it were from fats letbargy, and adioo^ 
m{h him of his> danger. Oh, my brethren ! cobiidcr 
how clear afid.unqueAionab]e this duty appears in 
cofrnnon matters. Sappofe any man were taoUerve 
an apartment on fire, and know of feveral: perfiaos 
fleeptng over if, or near ity in fecurity, when ^ few 
moments delay would wrap them In nhe. flanres, 
what a monfler of injuftice and barbarity would he 
be reckoned, if he did not give them immediate no- 



it«e» tiiat they n^bt flee from 0ie dtitger. Is ihet 
dteger of fia Je& ntai? I9 kk&.isrjfibte.^ Jbft the 
TODlrary. Tbelofo offubflaace, or the lofe of life^ 
by fir^ in oar dwetHiigs, i&nak once to be compac* 
^ vi\Ak having (bul aad body forever tormeated ia 
thfe fire 'of 'heH. • 

Agreeabl)^ t)o4)i$»' ^ find fr^qoent meoitioQ dt, 
tlii^ de^y boih Sa die/Old and New Teftament. It 
13 a pretept^io the Lovitnal kw, ]t4eK» xtx. 1 7. ' Tboift 
' flialt fi(dt bftttf thy bmdaer iiLiliiD^ heart ^^ tbotu&alt 
<^Sn any wife nsl»8te tky neighbour, aod npfi iviSSm 
^ fin upon hiia. Ftqy. ix, ft. .f -^Rebtike a wife m«% 
'^ add' he >»<lK]bi«etfae6i PhikiL 4. Lck>k dcK- eV^ 
^mfln <^ his own- tliingfl^bat every tnaoalo QUthi^ 
'things xrf <>thcr5. Heb. x. 24^ Aod fet on confidec 
* one another to provoke unto iove> and to goodc 
♦-works/ 

There is t)o dbnbt, at the fiiine time, that tU$ 
dtfty, however gener^f, fies with pccuHar and hetr 
weir oMijgatidns on fottie than on others, and varies: 
a Htttea(^rdtng lo the difierent relations we ftand 
in to one anotlier. You Witt eafily be fenfiWc how 
fl»iich it is the duty of thofewbo have the ndniftrf 
of reotM&cIlia^on cotnmlttei m them, who are en*, 
fftrfkd ix4)tfe the charged predous fods, to be ur-> 
gentand earqeft in their eaihorta&His, to all wtth^ 
ootc3Cception; to be at alt proper pains to fit them- 
ftives for awakening tlie attentbii, eoHs^teaing 
the anderftao^ng, and conviodog the coniciettces: 
of fbdr heftrei^. it is their duty to do what m them 
lief, to. trace the fabtU workings and windings of 
the human heart, and to know the depths of ^auo,i 
L 2 
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ad the itnfAtkte expfie&$ it». to declare Xb€ ^bole. 
counffel'of God, and keep batkupthifig Ab%t 19 pi^^ 
fitable for thdr bearers; It 1$ Dot to be.deqied thae 
you ought to hear them with patjedce aad aitesti*^ 
on; that thay have a right to fpeak with Ira^doia.. 
and boldnefs to perfons of every rank jrtid diaraAer^ 
and: that tbc-ce ought tb^tie aparticalar fire aptd edge 
id theh^esibortations^ finee'thdywatcihifor ya«ff foa^ 
U thofe whamuft ^ve an ac^not imto-GodL 
' thtfe is alfi> a particalar obligatk>a tipoa fuperi^ 
Ord of sdl ibrtfi, whether m office,, as magiflr^es; itt^ 
Hktiovkf as peribns of wedth and opufenee ; in yearSi a» 
Ibdfe'Whoni time and iexpl^ence ftioi^ haveeoriehcyi 
with (olid wifiiom; in rda^on; as.pareol^ aildr0nb(^ 
fers offamilfes, to betfteque^t in exhdnldg ottoi^/ 
and wamiog them of the deceitfulnefs pf fio. It is^ 
laid upon them, and expefted of them, that they 
fhoQld hot liv£ to tKem&lves, that\^hey (hould pof 
fetisfy ihemfelves with exading and lookjog jfor fcbe 
refpeft.and deference -which ,is tbeif dn^.j b«3t.. d^ 
Aey ought to exert th^mfdves, ;in gtTipg:;Ui^fdjtiii* 
ftruiftibn or falut^y admopitjoo to. aU;wb^'aft5 wkh-* 
h their fphere. Is fin fo deCeafci^fjArelth^ 9|iwarjr: 
and ignorant fo ^fily fnUltdi mdfodm^ly.wem^'^ 
ed? Then AiFelytb^ler^ho^^ftgHt t0 c^a^ bUmnit 
in knowledge,, {homld'be c»rci6»L t0; \fiup0xt it fonthe 
benefit of the weak; Unddubtedlyi my l^tteea, it 
is not oxkly a Cl^iftias, but a noble aiid'ami^e^<^^: 
ra&er> £or thofe who are exalted. abiot?e t^hef$, Mb 
be ftdirof coQQpdffion* to thibir .iQfeinora^;ao<if iiif tbekt' 
whole converiktionbr^thing a'd&iurta£terih«r fp9; 
wtnalgood* :' .«!j . :...',/.:... . ..^ 
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Bu( it is alio pjaiply a part of ChrifiiaQ frieodfliip« 

«vqo for qquals to cp^b^rt one aaother^ and kiodly tp 

coml99^i<;at;e thi»}r luutnal e^porieaqe ta the (pirhual 

life. * The lips of the righteous (we are told by, 

' $Q]9mQo) f^ i»^y.' O bow raf^ ^nd difScult a 

^^iy ^ &Qt wberefpre (Hould it ba either difficult or 

rare ? The Love of God leads to it. The ilate of 

your bi^threQ requires it, And furely it \% neither 

uopIca&Qt nor hurtfal to him that performs it. I am 

feikfiUe wibere the difficalty lies. We fuppofe there 

are few who will hear it with patience^ or receive it 

with profic, Alas 1 iQy brethreOy it is too true, we 

hear, on all hands, complaiats, that people will not 

take advice ; that they are but offended^ inftead of 

being reformiid. Perhaps, bdeed, this is as much o w* 

iag to the manner of giving, as to the backwardneis 

of reCfiiviog counfe). Howeveri we fliall allow the 

^eflioa ; and^ iince the duty is mutual, I hope it 

vitt not be reckoned wandering from the fobjcA, if 

I befteitli yon to fubmit tooneanotberse^Lhortatioo, 

We all iland in need of it ; we may all be the better 

for if. What though it be adminiftred imprudent- 

ly or \m&Ay for the manner ; nay* though it may 

flow from envy, pride, or malice» as the principle; 

yoo will lofe nothing by hearkening to the counfel i 

I do not remember any thing recorded more truly 

^torians for a. monarchy than what we are told of 

Plulip of MacedoUi that he heard reproofs not only 

i«itb patience, but with pleafure : and I am fure, there 

h nothing more like a Chriftian, than to profit, not 

only by the admonilions of friends, but by the re^ 

f0o:(diC8 of «ocmifi$. If they are juft, reform whaf 

hi 
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is-amifs ; if they are probable, abftain from the appear* 
aoce of evil: if they, are neither the one nor the o 
ther, fubmit to them with patience, as a part of the 
will of God. . ..'...: 

* 2. I come BOW to conlider the fcafon ift Which thi 
duty of mutual exhortation is to be perfdrmed, ./Tor- 
hort one another daily, ivhile it is ealkdytthday. - By 
which' we are to uhderftaod, that it -is to bfe 
done frequent^5^ and without delay. This,' my 
brethren, will perfeftly accommodate thfc fobjeft 
of this dilcourfe to our prefcnt fituation, when en- 
tering on another year. We have many admionr- 
tions of the quick pafTage of time; and all thefe fcrve 
to enforce the exhortation of the wife man, Ecclcf. 
ix. 10. * Whatfoever thy hand findeth to da, do it 

* with thy might; for there is nowork,nor'devicei 

* nor knowledge, nor wlfSom, m the grave, whither 

* thou goeft/ If any hearer has received a convic- 
tion of the deceitfolnefs of fin, or the duty of mii«- 
tual exhortation, he ought ferioufly to confider, thait 
the prcfent timeonly fshis ; thafheknoweth not what 
a day or a night may bring forth; and that delaying or 
pqftponing what hemay do at prefent, is at th^ pof- 
fible or probable hnzard of Its beihgleft undone for 
ever. I befeech you, my brethren, to make this oie 
of the commencement of another year. Th^re is no 
difference, in one fenfe, between one -day andan'o- 
ther, as much of life is fpent, and as^ much of oor 
dying frame is wafted in one day as in nA):>thet;'b«t 
our computation and reckoning of revolving year^ 
by the principal fcafbns, only ^elps us to mark the 
ConflaQt, though, fikat pafTage ef tiise^ .whkfa^ lite 
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a flowiBg river, is bearing lis all down into the ocean 
of -etcamby. Has any of us then a relation, friend, 
'or child, b vfaofe eternal iaterefl he dbfires, or ie^ 
it to be his duty to contribute I' let him be ipeedy vnd 
.diligeat, wfai^d^ by kiftrii^i6ii,'ftdmQQkioQ, exam- 
pfe, or eycnqpniyer i yoa know not how flibrf a tiu^ 
die^oppartiiniiyrihay^Uft. .By and by all thefe reta- 
lioDs^-fiiall be diflbivcd* How inaiiy wIk> were widi 
OS laft year aire o6w flflq&igid .ihe (}uO[ i their ftate 
imincaUy £]ijedrfor;:^ernity,' .^nt<rcKt j^to 

reft, and happy in their R6dbetDU?9.prefeni::e,(0F,re- 
&rvtytna'i:hMns^bf darkoefa, and Jocrking. far\vard, 
^ith deff^ir and tcj^ror, to the general judgment. No 
'Waifnifig of the deceitfalne& of :fiD ih^rd ; they know 
sn aod feel ir^ in inward fepfoajcb,; aad everl^iIlLog 
i^elf^coDdcmnalion. No preaching of- tli« gofp^i 
3lbierc.; noh6pe fif riBCOVi5ry,ofr place for repei^^- 
asoe there : to that we may jufily addi:ci5 every 
bfsarer of the gofp^l, io the words of the apoAle Paul, 
a Cor. vi. 1,2.* We.tben» as workers together with 

* him, beieech .you allp, that ypu^recei^e^ not thp 

* grace of Go4 la vain. For, he faith, * I have. heard 

* the^ia a time, atcepied^and in the day of.falv^tieo 
^ have I fuccoifrrt thee: behold, now is theatecepted 

* time ; behold^ now is the day of falvatipn.' ; • ^ 
'. I (hall only add, that the deceitfuloeis of Hp, ajo^ 

the. precariouihers of time, are conri4eration^ ^^^ 
fkrve greatly to. Arengtben one another** A^time 
.walles,.tbefinner hardens; not only is the £baf<xa 
paffing away, but the work is becoming fiill more 
difficult, and, at laft, as I have (hown before, in t^ 
courfeof ijiature; and hj the apfCHntment Q(Qodj 
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totally impaffiUe. It is the danger of a tiafdcfied 
fiate, that the Apoftle urges ; particttiariy in t\m 
paflage, as the a-gomcacito (filigeac^ Bi^ sxhrt 
cm another daify^ 'oihihitistcdki, pfday ; l^my 
rf you h hardinid thfHtgh tii^ d^ct^l^kdmefi tf fui. 

by, for the fame reafoa. Thus, in P&L %s:9. fy ft. 
vrbtch is cited a few verfes after the text, * ^^^.Tb- 
^ day» if ye will ^earht$^oice»hardeaii6tyoDrheart« 
^ ak in ^the provoCatiop, aadr as in the d^ of teaip^ 
' tatioQ'i& the \«ikieniefe»' 

3. 'Let us Goniidtr the fiumoer ta which this ex^ 
bortatioQ muft be givea, if we hope to do it with 
faccefs. Aad, herq, I moft acknowledge, there is (6 
great a variety of cafes^' that it would be extremely 
difficult, or'aimoft'imp^Me, d^iallty, to eouoie- 
rate theto all, aad give the' AiTereat .dife^oas diafc 
are fuited to each ; th^re muftbe a great cfiftreoce 
in the aiaaner, according to the eod propofedi Su* 
periors of all forts, magiftrates, miDillers, aad heads 
of families, inay> aod ought to reprove, both with 
authority ^dd feverity, bccaufe the end is aot fiogly 
the reformatioQ of an individQali but the prefer^a- 
tioa of others, and the general godB : nay, even pri- 
irate Chriftians may often ht called to reprove, ia 
much the feme manner as a pubitck teAimony of 
their abhorrence of fin: they may have it, chiefly, 
in view, to fave or edify thcby-ftandcrs, by refnting 
the calumnies of an enemy, beating down triumph- 
ant wlckednefs, or difgracing an open faftor for the 
devil. 
^ But as I rcckott the paflbge of fcriptore) which h 
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Qooc^rced^ TiS^Jil juA mcQtkoo (bdoe of theimofl imK 
p6r^nt:dire^ioo9 f&n doh^ it witbiaccdTs*.' Xh^b 
Q^i he bmb. Bcgauve and poiitiye. 
..* i>f» ¥oa»Ott^ fiotttp rQprCi?jfijat an uncertain tyi! 
upim bkre ir«iha<R^:siM.iiirpkk)ir.- This Is \vteu9 
iiiAS7^peG|iteJbi]mtIoiie»^aBil tbeieby faavje^iin a^eao 
ibesifare* ft)<Jc3Jl-Jhe:'ptic& tbgr .^haTC.fctellowed*: 
Where men are reproved in the wrong place, or for 
what they eUher ^reipo* guilty pf. or we mucfi lefs 
g^tf fcb^n id/pffH&dU&lP&^cputd/tbem upooielfH 
jilA4fia9kii«9»(fndcbaf4«a$ Uaisn^^agaildl all ceprobf £ob 
iJiejtJllie-tatiWBe*:'^ r.f. >: : :. h.l - ;i . , -.• . '. ..il 
-/«#*' Jt «t*iigfo AQtt^ te.jjwc-^'hen th^ioflEttdijpig 
pi$sioari3iQ>aQ UIi temper to ro^ive it. Though ikm 
tme Q8gb| (Qii^d loit Ja doing what good Mre can.to^ 
Qor 'DeighbHifV i efpecially. tOi .tbo jvecious fbid ;! ryet^ 
itiawoffeibtQilaiiagtiine t^at(ea)pt,itv ^bon heji 
i(r.a'£%«4iSi»Q(IO.r4^ ife: ifQr.c2i4mpie>itds ufdaf-^ 
lyji*»pw{Wjp?«fcotiyia£^^ftMfmJ9<HHti be^ 

c^fcithfiSijieii^ i3?i9^j^yer, por the upfqar pf Uig 
I^ffii9P&/PK}:^l^iPMf^Ppcafe(^ Maay:.a(4(^e%le 
i:^tK<>ofcisLlfcr5]iWA away iftjhis^il^npf^v .P,<^fe?lJ>s>>-a: 
^fttfeid-8Qin#s bP0^ difor:4ere4..ia %iK>rj, ?t>diij| 
^^tf^Si«9>fob|nB^:WJ^tb:a. Airiy:TCCi^9Je|^iH:^> aiKl..r«* 
{HMct^iLdla9^^i%6;ih^p$epc€is toore;c<^ndy tai«etl 
tiy h^F .iQ'^p^k wJthiQiecALnefs-; and the provocatioa 
to0.i?foe0tly,git(5Q byr.biini^Q j^^niwitbl pat^ef^ri. 
Ij^iKe diifen$pi|?:^adi qvWeU arif(^;.jaJ}d,. pi^rhap?^ 
be is ii^rd^cd {ki hi^ fi^, ;by thlp^ ng b< b^* ©filt- 
er ca»fc.^te.fee 4i%feaft!d,?iid« Wl.wife for; the ftp-^ 
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trar(Inefi. of bcr Waapet, than Qak^im icfhe^d^e^9tA ' 
ysiiAi him for bis intcibperaiide..: On^'tlitf other haad, • 
k is not improbal^, that, bp wairting iSll the tetatti 
of calmoefs andrefie^iou^ the fin may be tet^nTneh 
a light, as to carry conti^lioQ to the cociiacnce, and,- 
by the. hiefficg of God,>proi^eth(fiiMftO^ of reforma- 
tioo.' .Many are the a^mirabfe' renark«x>fi Sdomovi 
on tbb and th^ Utoifilfags^b^ partiaiiiEUiy, Prov;. 
XV. 23.. * A word Spoken in ^\xt feilbn, how good 

gjd^ We Me not t<xteprot« tbofe <wbdin we have- 
Kafen to bdUt^ tO'ibe fdcU ife^raii Wisetcbev 
thAi diey \(rottld^,tH]« tbe i&ope exafpei!ited» and'. 
£q In the more dariDg manner, on atcblHit eS the 
fl^oof. To'thefeit^i^otiklbenoaAbf lo^e^and char 
nx^i as it woukl profc&e thesii' tO'diflioaottpGod 
ftill .more highly, and fo heap ftiU heavier loads of 
wath and vengeanicc dn iti^ir owii'headr. It -is a^ 
6ying of Augi^f^ide; ond of tbe> imberst ^^ if t(te, 
<< therefore cabltain from :ddmoQlilihi^ iriclEej ioitti*' 
^*: becaufe ibe feafon d«s tootftffer itr or, \m fetov 
*^ ]diey mayibecome ^rfe by it^ that feeois to b^ 
V< the oc^tmfekof charity.'' . And, alas ! how mxof 
vrt'-^^iec^ ' whdj when ^fbcJ^ are i^eprotied fer thdr 
£ils/ tl^ough^ !lr^y ji^Afy; al^ pi<^ntly kifiiBed i«toa 
rage, fall a^bla^emiBg\and miiing at pidy, add ail 
that pipfefs it, and feem moreconfirdaed thoB^er 
in their hatred arid dppofition to it. Thierrfore wo 
are^exprefsly wdrnedof the danger <9f this by Sdd* 
mon, PcoY* ix, Jyl- 'He thaff ^ reproret^ a fborncTr 
^ jgett^th to Mmfdl (licifii&d^; and he^^il^t r^MHsieih a^ 
^^ wicked i&aD,:geu«th btmfetf 41 bi^t J' ;A&d,^to tfae^ 



r 



Ser. 4* The (kcriifuTm/s of fit: 1 3 1 

fame porpofe our Weffed Saviour, Nfatth. vii 6. 

• Give nm ltia« wkkb i» hoJyunto thcdcgs. neither 
' caft ye your pearls before fwine, left they trambfe 

• th«m^un*r tb^irfeetTana turn again aod rem you » 
Qa the Qiiier Ai»4 poiitircly, when' reprbof or cx^ 
ihortdeioB are a4niaiAred, 

. r ift. It ftooM be m^de appear, as mfm:h bs poffibfe 
fpBwffom loTO^aadirffefttoo are its priodple. It 
is pfeiii fillat thft <H|gfet.to;bfe itsprincipb,* in brd«i- 
to its beiog^a -ikity Bcci^talfle to God;- and ^there 
wiilbia little h^jcofitsfacccft with men, tirilefs this 
appear lo the5r ootJviftkMi.,. ft. wottid, indeed,- be 
greater porfeaion to ipiofit: by tiie malicious in'vec- 
tiws of fioeiidear, but Mtrccj body will allow, that is 
4!0t ordbiiw>y.toi»iB3qpe<aedl; *»rthisi?eifon, alioA 
ttsA2diMiXfd %io'gliM^ is carrfuflyto be avoided 
dftd T!9^Ff thJfig thftt la^y look likeT)oIy zfk&mg f^[ 
|>€rbrJty ; for the f^eac reafoa, k feould^ .la all or- 
dinate caffes, facrfttiefc as fccret a inanner as or- 
cwmftteces,wi|ljiei-ftBth. ' The cafe c^f ptibllck<)f. * 
fences, to.kc fbre^ moil b^ excepted j cofloero- 
log' iwhkii *ve are told. 'Theal thatfih, re- 
» * boiee before all, tliat others al(b may fear.' But 
4n other cafes, not only 6f private iDJury, but of 
privitte' fins, tbe nilc of bur Savioiar is to be obftrv*. 
cdi Matth. %Vitu 1 5. ^ ►-M-If thy brofher flball t^ef- 

• pafSi^aiaftthec, go and tfellhimhisfatth.b^twecn 

* tbce a&d bioi alone; .if; he (hall hear tbe6, thoa 
« haft gained thy brother.' Z cannot fdy ail that 
might be £iid on this fubjeA ; but nothing can be 
of greater knpf^rjtaoce, thati, l£ pofliblerto Cttov^ that 
it flow* fr<«tfiove'; for, yfhert the offisfider iS truly 
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coovinccd of this, even thbngHhe fhoald.not be re- 
formed, it is vcryifcWcsii thi* -b*' is difpleaftd. 

Therefore, '' ' • • ' *^' '\' '^' ' ' ' ,' ^ 
2rf^, As It ought: !to flotv.fromlova as the prln- 
x:iple, fo it ought to he.'cond^ftad w^h infeekftefi in 
the manner. No railing or.reWliogexprclBoDS, whicli 
"wiU look like the wonnds of a'a enemy, to deftfoy, 
jind not- the balm of .a pii^yfiriiAs-tdtiirC. .Tberefcflrb 
the Ape)Ale giws ps advice, 141 j^folloXfring terms, 
Gal.v!. 1. «:Brethren,i£aman1)eW€rfak(^niaafairft-, 
/ yexvhich arefpiritnal, rcfteroTucbaxi one ift the fjn- 
* rit of mcekncfe;/ confidcring thyfelf, left thou alfo 
.« be tempted.* This,')aft expreffioo gives, ^n ioimi- 
■tabid :beau'ty to the af>oftdiclC'CoaBfci; Our own 
fms flioold-fill* irs:^tH.'comj>affioft as'mirch as re- 
/'efciitment agaii|ft finaers, andflioiild wake W8 takfe 
ihe fame gentle methods with cftfacrs that we would 
.wifh tOfbe taken with ourfelvcs, if.we were in their 
x:oaditiop. yre are of the fame ixatarc, Hable to the 
'iime temptations, and; if iQftof<iod> may eafily fifcil 
into the fame miicariQBges. Befid^s, as it is moft 
Suitable to oiiir ftate amd cbarad^er, (bit is mbft like- 
ly to have a proper effeft. Meek and gentle admd- 
nitions will penetrate the heart, when rough a»d cla- 
morous reproofs will be rejefted atid dcjpifed. Thus 
Solomon fty Si Frov^ xx¥^m5 ^iBy- long? forbear- 
.*' ing is a prince perfnaded, and a foft tongUe bretk-^ 
« eth the 'bone.*' A-ftd, Cbap: xv. i.''« Afoft anfwe'r 
•turneth, away wrath, but grievous words ftir iip 
f anger.' . . ^ 

: 3(/^, Rtproof fhoiiW be given withfome degree 
<Hf 'Ztal as wdl-'as^mceknefs; v/c fii^uld avoid theex- 



treme of remlfsnefs as wdl as feverity, A flight 
dirdefs reprocf is oftcQ Wrfe than none ; for it in 
ready to make the <^eoder thhilc Hghtly dT his owd 
offcoce. ;Thcre muft, therefore, be fuch evident 
Weight and coocefn of fpirlr, as may' (em to evi* 
dence as well his danger as yonr own love. For 
this reafbn, I beg leave to obferve, that ipeaking id 
a wayof jeft> and merriment, on fins of an atrod* 
oos nature is deeply ^rtminal, and highly pemicioyr. 
Solomon tells us, *^ Fools make a mock at fin.' Tho* 
n tnrtf to raillery and pleafafntnefs'of temper is rec^ 
»koned a very harmleft as well as agreeable difpofi- 
tlon ; yet great eare ought to be taken of the fub- 
je^s-oh which it is exercised. It is only fmaller 
wesiknefles^hat ought to be treated in this manner* 
Sibs againft'God (hould be treated with a gravity 
afid ferionfitefs ¥rom th^ importance of .theii* nature 
aadet^s^ I (hatl^vie an inftance of this. Swearings 
and takiog the name of God in VMtt, is ibmetimes ri* 
dkoled, inftead of b^ing reproved. This feldom faas^ 
a good effe^. The crime is of fo atrocious a nature 
and A> dire'(ft an aflault upon the mi^dfty of God; 
that it ought not to be treated lightly, as only a 
finall indecorum, or breach of good manhd-s. It 
ought, indeed, to be defpifed for its folly; but, 
at the fame time, h ought to be deeply abhorred foir 
iK% guilt. 

' 4^/K/ Iq the laft placd. In admoniflUng oneam^ 
tlier fdi^^pifarficular fms, we Ihould ftill keep ia view 
thelburce of all fin, a polluted nikture ; and the great 
danger of the finner, as in a fioful ftate. Though 
particular mtfcarriages may give the occaiion,it is of 
M 
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fmall momait to convince them of the folfy of fuck 
or fuch a praAice, unlefs you point out 10 tbem the 
meccflity of repentance, in general, vpon evangelical 
principles. I have nrelyieen .4at any argiuBent$ 
.urere fufEcient to reform a Hnser of a9y jMrdcnlar 
fault be v^s once.adcKfied-to, bnt tbofe 4l^wn fi'oai 
eternity, and the awful ef&As of the difpkafare of a 
holy God. Frefent loconv^nienciies, however ^oat, 
Rxnf lofe thelf eff^, dnd arte quite unequal to com- 
bat a Vitioos inclination, or wreftle ivith the powor 
of habit. Bnt» though it were otfaerwife, what a 
finall matter is it to CUre a man (^ being a drunkard, 
or a fwearcr, or a whoremonger, if Aili you leave 
him a flave to fixif upon the. wbple, a ieryant of the 
devii, and an heir; of heU? It i$ plainly- witba view 
10 the final con&queoees of lln» thattfaf Apofile re* 
commends mutual exhorcatkHi in tbl^ pajflSige, Exr 
Jtart oae dtuAber daily , 'mhUi.it is ^alkd^ ^0*^i 10 
A^y of you he bardened through the dtceHfuinefi cf 
Jin. Would you, ther^re, ad^nifli any perfen 
to h» real pt-ofic? make ufe of particulars, to conr 
^nce him of the evil of ail fm, as fuch, audits power 
and influence 6ver him by nature. T^hea you r^ 
prove him for any fault he ha$ committed, (hew hiai 
the deceitfulneis of fin, and where, if he do not 
Ipeediiy flop, he will be. landed at laft. Let his eter* 
nal Aate be the motive that urges you to the duty; 
mA let the fahie gr^t ct>oftd€ra tion bb in&de uie of 
fo carry home the infii^^lion with power and effi* 
tacy upon his heart. • 

' 5^^> 1q the laft place. Let thofe who would ajC** 
quit themlelves of this duty, in a proper mdnoer^ b€ 
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ptrticiilarly watchful and circnmfpeft in their oW 
conduct. It is evident, that nothing can be more 
vnfultftble, thao for thofe, who takeupcHi them to 
admonUh others, to be groisly and vifibly blameable 
fhettielves^ If is» indeed, fd intolerable, that no- 
body (dn bear their inftru£tioit& vrltb patience. You 
kfabwi from daily, experience, that recrimination is 
t|ie firA thing to which thofe who are reprehended 
betake themfelves. The momeat they are challenged, 
the reply is ready. Why, you yourielf, do (o and lb,' 
dr, perhaps, woricf. So prone are they to this, thai 
dnany times they will upbraid men with innocent or 
kwfol things, as if they were faults, to cover their 
^wn guilty pradice. Now, if this is the cafe^ how 
ittiich more hurtful muft it be for thofe, who reprove 
others, to be really liable to juft accufation them-* 
fijves, and, perhaps, upon the famefnbjeA ? There-^ 
fore our Saviour fays, wiib the grcateft ftrength and 
propriety, Luke vi. 41,42. *Apd whybeholdeft 

• fhou the mote that is in thy brother's eye, butper- 
« ceiveft not the beam that is in thine own eye ? EI- 
*: ther, how canft thou fay to thy brother. Brother, Ic t 

• me pull out the mote that is in thine eye, when thoa, 

• thyielf,' beholdeff not the beam that is in thine own 
< eye ? Thou hypocrite, cafl out firft the beam out 

• of thine oyfVi eye, and then (halt thou fee clearly 

• to pull out the mote that is in thy brother's eye ? • 
Perhaps, my brethren, ibme of you are faying with* 
in yourfelves: Alas! you have now deftroyed the 
vh<4e efl^of what ha$ been ufged^ at fo great 
length, on thedntyof rautoal exhortation ; forwhert 
ib the mas titiat^U- wUboot fin to reprove his neigh* 

M % 
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hour ? My brethren, do doubt we have all foch fail-, 
lags, as ought to aiake us do it with meeknefs and 
ielf'denial; yet, fiirely, we bolh may aad ought to 
walk fo circumfpefUy, as uoc (o be jgflly liiaUe ta 
beavy accufations. Though therc^ is juo holding of 
intemperate tongues, yet, furely, there is fuch a thing: 
as a converfatioQ becoming the goipel, which wiU ea-^. 
title the fervaat of Chrift 10 appear withfome tnea«> 
fure of courage in his mailer's cauie ;, nay, and fochr 
an habitual love c^ mai^und, as may ibnietimes o- 
pen their ears to his falutary counfel^. And, believe, 
it^ thole who begin to make confcieace of th^r doty 
to their neighbouft either, in a family, or a wido? 
4>here, will find its poweiful and happy influence as 
a reftraint upon their own conduft. They will be naf- 
turally led to double their diligence, leA their exam- 
ple (hould, unhappily, fruflrate the ef&A of theil? 
reproofs. — One particular more I muft add, that 
the mYL% thing to being always in the rights is to be 
humble, and ready to confefs when you have been 
in the wrong. This alfo is a fcripture precept, Jame^ 
V. 16. ' Confefs your faults on^ to another, andpr^y 
' one for another, that ye may be healed.' I am 
pcrfuaded that few things would add greater weight 
to any peribn's admonitions, than his being willing 
to <;onfefs, and ready to amend, any thing that was 
pointed out to him as blameable ia his owa con** 
duft. . . • .: 

I come now, in the laft place, to makcibiae prac- 
^cal application of what has been faid.^ And, 
. i..From what h^s been faid, you ffiAJ fee ^hc g^eat 



cornij^tioa and depmvity pf our nature. I look u{»- 
iOQ .k a$ .of gire^t mpioe^ tp bfvd a deep aad^row 
.i^^(^DVi£ttoii of ibis truth* l\ \% the language of 
^ripcure, jf U the laoguage pf essperieAcej ajid it i^ 
As p»reat o{ humility, I obfisrved^ io the bciginotog 
ioi my difeourfie pd. this fubjeft; aud it appears from 
^yery tbiag tbat has been i^d upon it, that the de^ 
^ett^laers pf fin is but another, es^preifion £91 the 
^Ueacbery of the bu^^oa heart. la vaia would the 
otyeAs ^ fiu. appjQar before us; in vain would Sataa 
i|od his emiiTaries prefent their follcitatioas, if our 
own indioation did not plead powerfully in their fa- 
vour. To be deeply conTinced of this, will lead tp 
Jthe exerciie of peni tender and to &If-denial, which is 
jtb^ Wft mean of ouriupport and prefeFvation. If 
the deceitfulaefs of iin lies chiefly in ourfelves, that 
jpju^ will guard againft it in the naoft efle^ual man* 
acr» whohas learned to fear himfelf as his own greater 
cAenefliy. 

a, Frosa what has been faid^let us be led to flri^-* 
^idS^ aad frequency In felf-esfiamination. If £a is ip 
4e^tfttl^ it floay eaiily lurk unobferved. Self-know- 
ledge isafludy o^is great difficulty as importance- 
Yon have heard woat ^tful difguiresfinputs on, and 
l&pw dr«adfuUy foine have been led aflr^. The very 
beft duties may be polluted by finful motives, and 
the iVef y wc»-fi things vea^ be done by aii erring ccm* 
IcieBCC, pf which we may juflly (ay, with our Saviour, 
Mattfi. vi. 23 . * — If therrfore the light that is in thee 
< be daxkae&, how great is that darknefs ! ' The dd 
faeafb^n precept, '* Know thjie^," was reckoned (a 
(jicdicnt a jgiying, that they fuppoledlt to be areve- 
' M 3 • 
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*htioD from Heaven. A&d» in the holy fin-iptarer, 
^e have maoy exhortatioas to felf^samioadofl. I 
ihall oDiy meotioQ that of theapoAle Paul, a Cor. 
xiii. 5. 'Examiiie yourfelves, whether ye be la this 
' faidi ; prove yeor own felves : know ye nor your 

* own lelves, how that JefusGhrift is in you> exce{]ic 

* ye be reprobates ? ' Nay» after all our pams to ex»- 
miae ourfelves» there ought to-renram -faeh' a fufpiv 
cion of our own treachery, as fhould make tts^lndneafr, 
humbly and earneftly, the more impartial trial of a 
heart fcarching God; Pfal. xix. 12. ' Who can un^- 
' derfland his errors? Cleanfe thou me from lecret 

* faults. Pfal. cxxxix. 23 , Z4. Search' me, O Godi 

* and know my heart: tryme,andknowmytbooghtst 

* and fee if there be any wicked way in roe, and lead 

* me in the way everlafting.* 

3. From what hath been faid, let me befeecb alf{ 
but efpccially young perfons, to beware of the begins 
nings of fin. It may be (aid of fin, in general, as So« 
lomon faysof ftrife, "the .beginning dPi if is lilce^hc 

* letting out of water." Beware of all that difconriS 
which tends to give yon flight thoughts of any fin: 
Sometimes men confider fms as Ai^l fins, and there- 
fore tolerable. Many parents have thought it wrong 
to check their children for the fbflies an* levities of 
youth, and have found; to their melancholy eacpcri*' 
cnce, that when follies had been ftrffered to ripdi in«i 
to crimes^ they had taken too deep hold" to be rooted 
np^ Many make light of fin by comparifon. How 
common is the pretence of the drunkards: We ar^ 
harming nobody ; we are hot ipeaking ill of our ndgfa^ 
boars; we are not opprefllng the poor*. 1st the medtt* 
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-&ne, they are ioon kd to curfiog and i>IarphtDi)r; 
aad* perhaps^ by ihdliiri(iC0Qsiivi^gtth)^y aFe.unabl^ 
' ID pay thflh^ joft dcbts^ rob tlieiiidiK<lriQU9 poor of 
their jight, asd» ipr the itidulgcace of a bca^lj ap- 
^petitev bring tbek own ofisprkigto b^gary and r-uici. 
" . ^oeh is the behairioiir of maay.(^;your Jiai^mleft peo- 
ple; me&of fodal friendly difpofitlonst that» if you 
believe tbem, would not wrongtheij: 9eighboi^f:QC« 
istethiag. to ibeir - iinoiwIi$dge ; aad? y^t i$ wppld^ be 
bappy for a«y naivto-fall io|o tl^ faapds-of hjg)^ 
^ay robbers rather than into their (b^ety* H<^ 
fliort-iighted men are i they not only j^get to look 
Ipnvard to the other world, but look pot even to any 
^jjQtance in tfajs, •Froo^, l^me tp time wq ai^. tnajde 
ioo)» by iioi whkh never afts mqre of us th^n* tb^ 
pr^eflt compliance; yet^ if thi$ is granted^ nevef 
leaves us tiUouj; flaie is irrecoverable. What re»- 
£»• have aU to be afraid of tbf< d^oreble hardne& 
^ heart which is ihe coaiequence ot the continued 
iadulgeiKe of &i. Let ^ never confider any £ii^ by 
itf^tf^ but J^gGt^r with that ugly;.cr^a which i^ 
draw^-bdiind it ;• aod, tijedi though our&ife hearts 
laight plead fop||||(e indulgence of a frngle luA, they 
pay npt be 0- willing to fubmH to thai deluge of 
.yK0. which fpUows fad at its h^». 
: 4. In thelaft plficerl fljaliidofe thefobjeft^byadf 
4rflS9g ai> eifhort^ticfr t(^ thofe .of ^xy heatqrs, wh^? 
bavob^uIpBg and hardened finfier^i ^ho b^Ve ma^y 
habits of vice cleaving to them ; who have hitherto 
ddpifed the goipel, and even fat in the (eat of the 
icornful. No <)QObt» you. have he^rd» iiv vain, an^, 
|erhaps^ ^^\\\x cofttoppt^ many exhorUtiQQ^ ofthi^ 
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Jdnd before ; and, therefore, there is, hunfiafy fpeak*^ 
JDg, bot Knie hofie, tb«t aHy tkteg I oaD%w41 lums 
tbe eflea.^ HoMreva*, as -our Uededj an£ graeiaiss 
Mafter ba9 coffimaaded his golpel to be preacbtd 
*td every creature, this Prince of the kings of the 
earth is iMe, by bk Spirit aoorai{najiflig the word, 
^o Jay the proadeft and the bddeft of his enemies 
^profhmle at his feet; let me befeecbyou, in Ms 
:aame, to hear, dial yonr feoh may live. \¥hy Dvi& 
70a longer CoaHnne it bamityvridi hUo» while he fe 
oficring you mercy ? nay, he is treating yon witfc 
^nercy io every inftance of Ws^ kind providence, ia 
the renewed meflages of his bleiled word, and ih 
JHS dying agonies on the ac4nHed tree P Ha^ yiott 
'{)6en'Ioog wedded to fin ? ^he is able to fer yon free^ 
he came to deAroy the works of the devil, and is-al^ 
to knock ofF the Aroogefl fetters^ and reftore iibei^ 
t^ die moft ibrrowf olccaptive. * We, then, as woi*k- 
* ^s together with him, befeecbyoQ aWb^ that yere^ 
X ccrve not tbe grace of God in vafe^/ ^Reitonbef, 
im the other hand, I befeeeb yoii, the d^eddfiiL ven« 
^eance that afwaits the defpifers bt the gofpel-- K 
yon fliil refnfe the graciuiis ofia(|||i»if yoo' wftl not 
Siffer liii^nterx^y cobe glorified in your recovery,, hi^ 
holinefi, power, ^nd juflice, fiiaUbeiila^Orated m 
Toar perdi^. Time is haAening nway y jiidgniienc 
is'baftdnh^ 00 $ no refoCng to appear at that barr 
1S^ deceiving or biafiing that jndge ; no* room to e* 
fcape ; no iburceof confi>lation under tb^t fentence. 
How infupportable the refledfion on opportunity ir" 
l^eeoverably loft I And how terrible the fedfltos 
arbicb fcj}ow& upon the offer, of mercy 1 You m^ 
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; read it, Prov. i. 24, — ^31. * Becaufc I have called, 

[' * and ye refufed, I have flretched out my band* and 

< no man regarded ; bpt ye have fet 9t fiooght aH 
I * tKf coaolel> aad Would none of my reproof: I aHb 

* will laugh at your calamity. I will mock whea 

* your fear comcih. Whea your fear cometh as de- 

* folation, and your defil-udioa xomet& as,a whirl- 
' wind ; when diflrefs and anguiOi cometh upon you.^ 
^ Then fliall they call upon me, but I will not ai^ 
' fwer; they.lhall feek me early, but they (hall not 

< £nd me: for that they hated knowledge, and did 
^ not chufe the fear of the Lord, They would hone 

* ofmycounfel; tjieydd^jiftd:?!! my reproof : there- 
' fore (hall they eat of the fruit of their own way, 

[ *- ftud.be filled with their own devices/ . 

I only add, if any tmpreffion is made on your 
I minds, of the importance of eternity, fufTer it to a- 

bide there. Let it have an immediate eflTe.^. Of all 
^ thedeceits'of Uq or Sat^o, none more fatal than th^ 

of potting off con virions to a more convenient iea-] 
f {on, I conclude, therefore, with the words of So- 

lomon, Ecclef. ix. 10. « Whatfoever thy hand findr^ 

* eth to do> do jjjjvith thy might j' for there^i^'noi 
' work, nor dfvice, nor knowledge, nbr.wifdogi,. iii^ 
f the grave, wliither thou goeft/ Amen^ ' * . . ' 
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, ' • • ' ' - ' , * 

The bclicTcr going to God aa hit exceed-* 
iug joy* 

F « A L M jxliii,, 4. 

Tifn v/iUIga unto tki aki^rrfGqd, vnia G$dmy eof* 
tiding jay. 



IT is of great moment to attend to the proper 
mixture of rcvcrcQce and love which ought to 
poflefe our hearts in the worftiip of the living GodJ 
If they arife from proper principles, they will not de- 
flroy.or weakep^' but ftrengthen one another. A be*^ 
llevef can never lye too low in %t duft before the 
oibftlioly God^ he can never be too fenlible eitbei^ 
of his diAance as a creature, or his gmlt and unwor* 
thinefs as a iinner : but, at the fame time, he can ne- 
ver be too deeply penetrated with a fenie of divine 
love, or have too ftrong and ardent defir es after com* 
monion andiellowfliip with God. The truth is, the 
lower we are in our own fight, it doth. but the more 
iUuIlrate and magnify all the grace that is (bewn- to* 
us in th^ofpel: and the more joyfully we cootem^ 



plate the fulaefi of our portioain fQ.iofiQkcClod, it 
will bpt the more bring back jhjs refle^oq^ and 
€Qnt^aia us ^a -amfefk^ that ^p are kisrfhaa ihe 
jeaft of aU his xneraes, . .. ' .; 

. la Vernal paffages^ of the P^^, pf J>avid. /pre 
j^^« ^^j warm, aad ferwept c^preffio^s ;of % 
delight which the'maa after God's own hq^rt 
had in the worfliip of hi* fenfluaiy,' Thc^e arc 
£?w, of .thefe xnore beautifni and forciJbie. tbaa 
the i»/%p. of which nay tex^ is a part,., ^'o fiti^ 
V^ % fetif. agd thy trpt^ j let-thfim ^ad ^; 
* let, tlieta brif^me unto ih^ hply.hjlU; and? to thy 
^ tabernacles. Tim wiU I go tmto the altar afGod^ 
^ wa$ Cod my exceeding joy: , That which fecms to 
JiaVe bj:©i:^ht the fTaimiit. to this fhriking aDd•baa^t 
tifid thought^ .w^i:hUbeU)^ under. ^he preffurp.of 
][jeti?y.a4t^ipnf, and, particujaijly^^in a.ftate pf 4if» 
jtance ai»l Wilhrnenji fconi the temple ierv|ce« This 
led him to flceior refuge to God, his almighty friend 
and unchangeable portion. Did the Pfalmift then 
go to Qod as his confoJation in dUlrefc? What rea- 
fon is there for every Chriftian to go to him as hta 
Father and his God, not only fw fupport under the 
various trials of th?^ mortal flatej but for happineft 
and peace after he hath i^eo and felt the inherent va* 
nity of every created enjoyment ? 

All I (hall further .add upon the words is, that 
what David is here praying for, fs to be brought to' 
the temple of God, to have accefs to his courts, and 
communion with him there. This he plaihly looks 
upon as a Iburce of exceeding joy ; and, furely, to thofe 
who are duly difpc^ed for it, there is not, there cannot 
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%e, in diis 'world, a more delightful employment than 
the joint celebration of onr Creator and Redeemer's 
'praife ; ^n the united Toicc of bis fervants in his 
temple. It is the neareft approach -we can make to 
We ^pldyment of heaven,- and the moft fenfible 
foret^tle we can have of its happinefs in this foreign 
MM. ' 

But, my brethren, I mnft limit the fnbjeft to what 
is the' particular" and difiinguHhing employment of 
this day,-**the holy ordinanfce of the Lord's fupper, 
icommcmortrtiBlg-our Redeemer's dying love. This 
\his called by the antients the Ettcliarifl, or Sacrt/tce 
ff Praife. And, indeed, no difpolition is more pro^ 
per (Mr neceffary, inf attending upon it, than a joyfol 
and thankful frame of fpirit. This will be like a 
precious* perfume, which will fill the houfe with its 
fragrance, and will greatly ftrdngthen every other 
gracious difpofition ; and, therefore, my'intcntioa 
is, through the af&ftance of divine grace, 

' I. To (hew you what matter of joy and fatisfac^ 
tion there is to every fincere Chriftian, in what Is 
ireprefented to our view in the Jaccgment of the Lord's 
fupper; or, for what reafons we ought, in this fb- 
lemn fervice in a particular manner, to go to God as 
our exceeding joy. 

Having done fo, I (hall make fome praftical im- 
provement of the fubjeft for your ioftruftion and 
direftion. 

In the firft placed then , I am to fliew you what matter 
of joyandlatisfaftion there is to ^very fincere Chrif- 
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tiao» ia what is reprefeaied to oar view lo the iacra^ 
meat of the Lord's fupper ; or for what realcms v^ 
ought, in this fokmn fervice, ia a particular mapfter, 
to go to G9d as our exceeding joy. I am deefdy (en- 
ftbk^ my brethrea» that I have entered oa a talk tqi 
which I am very unequal, to raife your minds to that . 
fubGme temper, of joy in God, and to difclofe thaf: 
fountain of joy there is to every believer, ia what 
his Reifeemer has done, and is ftill ddogfor htm., It 
i% ib great a fubjeft, that we ourfelves may fee how 
unfit a mortal tongue is to fpeak of it : and thcrc^* 
fore, i Ihall, in the entry, pray • that God may fhe4 

* abroad his love in our hearts; that he may fend 
' forth his light and his truth, that they may b^ 

* guides to us;' and accompany the word fpokeq 
with the^owerful euergy of the fpiritof coniblation^ 
But a lirfte of that real communion with God which 
is the work of his Spirit, and which he fometimes 
vouchiafes to his people, will give them foch a live* 
ly fenfe of his love and joy in him, as they them-* 
felv€8 know may be felt, but cannot be exprefled s 
and I cannot forbear already obferving to you, that the 
tnean^ft real Chriflian (hall, one day, in the higher 
hoafe, have fuch a fulnefs of joy, and fuch concept 
tions of God and his Redeemer's love, that he 
(hall look down, with wonder, at the weak and 
imperfeA ftretches of our imaginatioo- after it now. 
But fo long as we arc here, let os patiently content 
ourfelves with what is given us as neceflary to fap«» 
port our weary fteps in this defolate wilderne(s> 
with what this ordinance, inflituted for enKvemng 
•ur fatthi fupplies us for our comfort and joj. - ? 

N 
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. For this pnrpofif, kt me beg your attention to the 
foUovriog coofiderations. 

. I . Ypu ought to go to God, in this ordinance, at 
ymir exceeding joy, becanfe, in it, yon have the ful- 
kft affurance, and the cleared evidence of the for- 
mvenefs of yonr fins, and peace with your offended 
Maker. This is the preliminary mercy which, with 
refpeft to fallen creatures, muft open the way to e- 
irery othw bkffing. Nothing fo much damps oor 
joy In God, and leflens our fatisfaftion in addreffing 
him. as confcioufnefs of guilt. This it is that makes 
reHgion fo uopleafant to the carnal worldling ; even 
the fecure finner, who feems to walk without fear, 
is yet deterred by natural confcicncc from drawing 
l«ar to God. He does all in his power to rid his 
mind of the thoughts o,f God's ordinary and con- 
ftant prefence with him in every place. A horror 
of his Maker poflefles his mind at all times ; he can- 
not love him as a gracious Father, becaufe he hates * 
him as an enemy, and fears him as a righteous 
judge. Nay, the fame thing it is that makes us all 
feel fo frequently an averfion at the duties of reli-, 
fiion The cold hand of a fpirit of bondage freezes 
Bp the afFeaions. Trembling and fear taketh hold 
Bpon us. An inward dread and jealoufy of our own 
ftatc throws a gloom and darknefs, as it were, 
through the temple ofGodl And, with whatever 
ftrength or beauty the promifes or privileges of the 
feints may be fet forth, there is a fecret reftraint up- 
en us and as a voice difchargbg us from touching 
Acm, as forbidden fruit. Were we but as pure, 
j«d frep fiom guUt. we flicnld, with as much jof 



Sbr. 5« ds his exceeding joy. 147 

and fatIsfaifliOD> draw bigh to (^^ as the angds 
do in heaven. 

1 have been the more full ia opeiiing this to you^ 
that you may fee the fouodattoo there is in nature^ 
and m faft, for the leading doftrme of the gofpeU 

* Chrift Jefus fet forth as a propitiation for fiw, 

* through faith in his blood.' 

His blefled body was broken, and his predous 
Wood was ihed, for the remiffion of fins. Are you 
to commemorate this ? are yotr to receive the vi* 
iible (igns and the appointed feals of it? does not 
this alTure you, that your fins are forgiven for Chrift's 
feke ? Are yo*iir fins very great ? are they many in 
finmber, and heinous ks their aggravations? Confi* 
der the infiiiite value of this facred blood. It was no 
kfs than that of the eternal Son of God, who chear-* 
fully undertook our canfe: * and the Lord laid oa 

* him the iniquity of m alt. 1ft. liS. 5. He was 
^ wounded for our tranfgrefBoas, be was broifed 

* for our iniquities; the chaitifcmeikt of oar peace 

* was upon him ; and with his ilripcs we are heal- 

* ed/ O unfearchable myftery ! O the infinite ho- 
linefs of God I O the tremendous jufiice of God ! 
How well may the exhortation be prefled, lia. i. i8« 

* Come now, and let us reafoa together, fidth the 
' Lord : though your fins be a» fcarlet, they fhall be 

* as white 'as fiiow; though they be red like aim-^ 

* ion, they fiiall be as wool/ Well may we fay witlt 
the apoftle Paul, i Tim. t. 15. ' This is a faithful 
^ layiDg^ and worthy of all acceptation, that.Cfarift, 
^ Jefus came into the world, to fave finaers, of whom 
^ 2 am chiefs' Axe yoo afraid of the coodemoiiig 

N ^ 
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fentence of the hw; Gal. iii. 13, *Chrift hath re- 

* deemed us from the curfe of the law, being Bsad^ 
{ a t\xtk for QS.* Are you a(h«Ded to appear be* 
fore God in your own undeferving chara^er, heaf^ J 
and coolly with yoor Saviour's own counfel, Rer» \ 
iii. 18. * I coonlel thee to boy of ine gold tried in 

* the fire, that thou mayeft be rich, and white rai* 
f toent^ that thou nsaytil be clothed, &ad that the 
^. ihame of thy oakednefs do not appear; and andnt 

* thkie eyes >witb eye-falve^ that thou mayeft (ee/ 
In the fpotlefs robes of your Redeemer's righteon& 
neis, you fhall be adorned for the courts of your 
God, and dwdl in his prefence* Are you afraid to- 
apply all this to yourielves ? This is the expre& 
purpofe of the (atramcnt of the Lord's fupper, to 
cotxiSrm and dofe the covenant of peace i^th every 
partaier. Db ybu doubt the fiocerity of the offer 
upon God's part? See him difpeafing the healing^ 
iaeUdfte^ ^ Thti is my body» which was broken for 

* yoo; this do in remembranoe of ine. As often at 

* yon eat this brcid, and drink this cup, ye do /hew * 
« the Lord's death till he come/ Hear him faying. 
Matth. xi. 28. ' Come unto me, all ye that hbour^ 

* Md are heavy leaden, and I will give you reft.^ 
Htbr Mm farther iaytng« John vi. 37. ^ Him that 
^com^h to me. iNviU in no wiie tail out. Ifa: 
If . 1. * Ho, erery one thatthirftcth^ come ye to the 
^waters ; and be that hath no money, come ye, btf 
^ aud ett$ y^ come buy wine and milk, without 

* moneys und without price.* Rev. xriL 17. And 
« tfafe ^rit (and the bride %, Gosoe ; and kt 
llbim 4iAt.b«arclh lay^ Conej; a&d let hm ihfte 
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' is athirft, come. And whofocTer wilir let fain 

* take the water of Itfe freely/ M who have troly 
groaoediuuler aieafeof guilt may her^iee their pardoa 
iealed, aad may aod ought to rejoice io it, as theirs ; 
.and, unlds they doubt the faithfuloefsof God's word^ 
or the efficacy of their Saviour's merit, may triumph 
ia both, and fet at defiouce the thunders of the law^ 
the reproaches of cooioieoce^ and the accufatioos of 
'the devil. They may %, with the apoftle Pau}». 
Aom. viii. 33^ 34* * Who fliall lay any thing to the 
.' charge of God's ele£t I it is God that juftifieth : 
*" wha i^he that conde'moeth ? It is Chnft that diedj^ 
^ yea rather, that is rifen again, who is even at tha 

* right hand of God, who alio maketh interceiTioQ 

* for us/ 

r 2. You ought to go to Gody ia this ordinance, as^ 
your exceeding joy ^ as it affords the ftrongeft and 
soil lUuftriottS proof of divine love. This, my 
brethren, is the immediate fubjeft of our contem* 
plation in the Lord's fupper ; and I choie to con- 
iider it as an argument by itfelf, feparately from its 
fruits, becaxiie nothing ferves more to heighten our 
a£Aion to^ and delight in God, than a furmpesfua-* 
fion of his love to us. Is it a comfortable thing to 
have the pardon of our fins ? It is alfo unfpeakably 
refreihing, and even raviihing, to view, in &ith, the 
wonderful means by which it is accompli(hed. We 
may confider, Ihortly here, the riches of redeeming, 
grace, as extending to the finners of Adam's race ia 
general ; and, then, what it is for every believer ta. 
confider himfelf as the determinate objeA of divine 
legard^ in ^ cooadls of peace. The whole peifep- 
N3 



«iofts -ct aa ifffiiuie God (hiae wicfa untied luftrc i^ 
the work df rcdenptioo. His power> v^fdom, holi* 
lids, «Mi juftke, «re imrally aad jcintly iHoftratei 
la it. His vafearchable ^fdom b BiettlidBed» Rook 
Ki. 33. ^O the depth of the riches both of the wif. 

* dom htid knoM4edge of God ! fk^r ttftfeardiable 
^ are his judgments, aad his ways p^ finding ottt I *' 
His mighty potter, Eph. i. 19. « And what is ^t 
^ iexee^dlng gr^tnefe ef his power to tis- ward, whd 
> bdietre, ato&t^iDg to th^ woricing of hii migfatjr 
^ "power/ The righteou&e6 of bb gdvemsie&r» 
Rom. ifi. 2^6. < To decide, I %, at ihk time, hi^ 

' * righteon&efs, that hie might he y^&y and lAie joflt- 
« fier of him -wiiich *die<Fcth in jefw.' e«t love iS- 
noft confpicuous of all ; and is therefore moft £re* 
^nedtly inififted dh, John iii. 16. ' God ib loved the 

* world, that he gave his only bflgottea Son, tkat 

* whofoever bdievet-h in him, ftould •n«(t^rifli,.bot 

* haTe everladtfig Itfe. Rom. v. ^. <3od cooiinead^ 

* eth his love towards tss, in that while we were yet 

* finner^, ChrM died iDT iis^ I^h. \H. 17, 18, 19. 
^ That Cbr'^ ttisy 4l;9€ll lin yout heairts by iiaithi^ 

* thu% ye being rodted and grounded in iove, may 
< be able fo c<>mprehend, with all ttntt, what is the 
' breadih, and length, and depth, 4mdhei{^t» iand to 
« know the lo>eofChrlft^ wfaichipoliethknowtoc^.^ 
And indeed, tty bf^thrto, It |>aflkdi the ^wer of 
man to of>en f fitly the greatnefs of due tove ^ God 
tb iinlafers in Chrifl: Jefus. It k a fulgeA which we 
tfre (b far ftt>m bdng^bie liow to exhatft^ that it ihall 
afford matter for adoring kqidiy to all eterid^j^ 
whiift Hit etreikiftitag God Qves aad rcJgQ's !Wilh il^ 
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Jba!kX\ tndmifolJs to dieni, age after ^» asere am^ 
pie views of bcB^aodaefs and greattefs. Bjriwh'at 
ilball wecBeftfbi^ the tove df a friead» but -by 4 he 
;graatiid9 cf Us ^s i Wbeft fea<tuQeikt ibeo -fliaU' 
tm etleitain ctf die love crf^ God for bis ( jnftljp flyV 
jcd) uafpeakaUe «gif t ? He has givea lis bis only b^ 
|pHte& Son» ^ who was from eternity in the boibm* 
« of the Father ; the bi^toefs of his Father's .^rjr»^ 
.* and the expreis image of bis per&o;^ the l>eft and 
^eateft of created beiog^ raif^ the whole cmatioa 
iLfelf» had beea notihbig companolto It. 

The troth is, I am ready to Ibhok that thene 
ibeais to be fofaechkig like di<viBe cootrWafice, and 
Jo&Hte d0%Q, in this iparttcular <:ht:ttafta9<ze. Ail 
creafted thiags aite ftQ tbem&lves equal, and alike e»- 
fy., to the power of God, betag b«t the eiFofts ci Ma 
£ttf)le wUl.. For this reafoa tihe^e could be uo comK 
l^aratiire greatuofs ia iaoy fuch g^. There wi^ 
it^efore but this i»ie way kk to ex^e& an uncom^ 
fsou degree of love, that he who was one and eq««d 
with the Father, Aould tiiitdelf be employed in the 
iBefiage> and ' bear our fics in his owa'bod])v OQ the 

* tree/ Notbiog elie could have made man an ex^ 
penfive puarchafe. Nothtag elfe that God could be^ 
ilow, wolld have had any fl()peaFaQceof^i&g via- 
ience to bimfelf ; or could givetteaateg aud beauty 
to that€«f>reifioD, Root. viTu 3 a. < Hb that i^reA 
^ not hisowa Sosk, bat delkeredihim t(p for ua alf^ 

* how (ball be iM, with him alfo freely gtvft us all 
^ihiBgs?' TfaeLordoftheYiaey&rd,intheparabf^» 
IS reprefented as in fufpenfe, how to fdi upon a«i«^ 
thpd to break ilia ftubbormfs of %i^ .fauXbaadiac4 
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Luke XX. 13. * Then faid the Lord of the vineyard; 
'« what (hall I da?. I 'will fend my beloved Soa, it may 
< be they ViU ceverenee him when they fee him.' Jjst 
us para^rafe and apply it. God, who bears the pesfim 
of the mafier of the vineyard, may be fappo&d to fay, 
what^ftiall reclaim thefe obftinate children of mercf, 
become rebels? Nothing but the invincible force of 
fiiperior love^ But wherein fhall the love of the eter* 
.BBElt God appear to advantage ? in> nothing btft an e- 
*ternal gift: they (hall not be cheaply purchaied, they 
ihall be bought With blood, with that faired bloody 
which fhall be the furprife of angels, and the won- 
der of heaven.. Thefe refiedions I vponld make with 
reverence, on this elevated and delightful, but aw^ 
fol and tremendous, theme.. One thing appears clear- 
ly from them» that it is not only obicuring the luf^ 
Ire, not only weakening the force, but deftroying 
.the very being of redeeming love, to deny the pro- 
per and eternal Godhead of CbrifV, the Mediator. 
But, Oh ! my brethren, what an improvement is it, 
.10' the contemplation of the love of God, for each 
«f>f us to confider him&lf as having been from eter- 
aity the objeft of it. While I tafte the ftreams of 
Jhis bounty, may I thus trace it back to its fourcet 
Did he love me from the foundation of the worldl 
Did he pity me, when in tmprovoked Rebellion a* 
gainA him ! Did he make ib' gracious provifion fot 
my recovery and falvation ! Did lie make atonement 
for my guilt, by the blood of his own Son ! and 
conquer my heart by the power of his fovereign 
grace I What returns of praife and gratitude are hia 
^l With what joy ought I to remember my Si^^ 
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deemer's death at bis table» ia the hope of iharing 
vith him his crowa aad bis throae, ia a higher 
ftate? 

. 3» You ought to go U Cod, in this ordiaaoe^i. as^ 
jfour exceeding joy ; as you have in it the dearefl and 
fuliefl alTuracce of receiving from him all th^lt ift 
neceflary for yoor comfort and bappineis» while yotf 
contia<}e here. Tliere are, in a Aridb ienfe, but two- 
ends of going to God la his worihip and ordiaaoceSi 
to expreis our ienCe of« and thankfttlnds for favoar« 
received, and as beggars for more> Now, my bre* 
thren, in this ordinance you are not only called lo^ 
celebrate the love of a gracious and reconciled God« 
but to troft in tbe fulnels of an all-fuificient Godt 
That we may view this the more dillinAly, tber« 
are theie two kinds of bleffings we fiaad in oeedof^ 
tbofe that relate to our fpiritoal life, and thole thai 
relate to our temporal comfort. 

ijl, Thofc that relate to che fpiritual Ii&. What 
'is tbe great defire of every real fervaiK of God in 
ibis houfe? Is it xx)t to have your hearts more indalU'* 
ed with the love of God^ ^nd nciore devoted to hi» 
fear ? is not fin your greateft burthen, asd i^ pc* 
wikiiiig ioflueace ^o«r ^eateft g^ef f Now, wibero 
can yeu hsve a more reaionaUe hope of getttag youf 
gradoBS diff^fitioas flrengi&eed, or your £«& mor« 
tified^ than at a commufiion taUe* Is it not esprefit 
]f defigned for jour fptfitual oouriAmeat, and 
growth in graoc ? Aad as the infiUulbfi 6{ thefe 
tbofibfe figns is .a markable proof of dttsjne coode*' 
fceofmn, b I -cfta iatily cOBcdve aay thiag more 
vHcljMi bflfpiiy calculated, for dua tfcslijent eack 
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What can more ftrcngthea your faith in a dying Sa- 
irionr» than bdng allowed to look upon the figns of 
his broken body, and his blood poured out ? What 
can fpcak greater peace to the confciencc, than your 
being allowed and invited to receive hhn explicidy t 

* This is my body, broken for you.' What can more 
happily ferve to kindle and inflame your love to God, 
than the immediate contemplation of his infinite love 
fcr you ? Where can you take ibdi a hateful view 
of fin, as a detefted objeA, as at the Lord's table, 
where you fee it in your Saviour's fuflerings ? Where 
and how can you 1^ fuch a bond upon the con- 
fcience, as by receiving the Teals of this facred en- 
gagement ? How can you give fuch a deadly wound 
to your flrongefl lufts, as by nailing and affixing 
them to your Redeemer's crofs? What motive of 
future obedience equal to bearing about in ypur bo- 
dies the dying of the Lord Jefus ? See what the A- 
poftle fays, a Cor. v. 14. ' For the love of Chrift 

* conflraineth us, becaufe we thus judge, that if one 

* died for all then were all dead. Gal. ii. 20. I am 

* crucified with Chrift r neverthelefs I live ; yet not 
' I, but Chrift Itveth in me: and the life which I 

* now live m the ftefb, I live by the faith-of the Soa 

* of God, who loved me, and gave himfelf for me/ 
What remedy can you find for your own weaknel^ 
Hke the all-fuffidency of Chrift ? Col. ii. 9. • For ia 
^ him dw^Ueth all the fulnefs of the Godhead bodi>- 

* ly. I Cor. i. 30. Of him iwe ye in Chrift Jefus, 
^ who of God is made unto us wifdom, 'and righte* 
^ oufhefs, and fan6tification, and redemption/ I wilt 
not fa widdy haadk the fubjcA .as:tQ cite to;yoii» 
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^ the paflages which (how that the fpirit of fanai- 
fication is a part of the purchafe of your Redeemer^ 
and one of his gifts to thofe who humbly implore 
it. Is it not well known, and do not believers at his. 
table, fenfible of their own weaknefs,^ and confideni 
of their Saviour's power, get their feet upon the 
necks of their enemies, and fay, * I can do all thiogt 
' through Chrift ftrengthening me/ 

2d, They have here all things neceflary for their 
t€mpoxalcoD?fort. They have a complete remedy^ 
for their cares, as well as their fins. As at the Lord's 
table you lay hold of the covenant of peace, fo there, 
if any where, you may fee, that it is ordered in all 
things, and fare ; your food and raiment, s(nd all ne- 
ceflary provifion, is contained in it; and Chrift's bo- 
dy is the pledge. How gracious the promife 1 your 
beayenly Father knoweth that you have need of 
thefe things, Pfal. xxxiv. 8, 9, lo. '0 tafteand fee 
' that the Lord is goodi Blefled is the man that 

* trufteth in him. O fear the Lord, ye his faints I 

* for there is no want to them that fear him. The 

* young lions do lack, and fufFer hunger; but they 

* that feek the Lord, fhall not want any good thing. 

* Ifa. xxxiii. 16. He ftiall dwell on high; his place 
'^f defence (hall be the. munitions of rocks; bread 
/ ihall he given him, his waters fliall be fure.' De- 
liverance from fufferingis contained in'it, Pfal. xxxiv. 
19 * Many are th^ affidlioas of the righteous, but 

* the Lord delivereth him out of them all.\ Strength 
^and grace to fufFer with patience is contained in it, Iftt 
xUii. 2. * When thou pafleft through the waters, I will 
f be with thee, and through the rivers, they (hall not 
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* overflow thee; tvhen thou walkeft through th^ 
•fire, thou (halt not be burnt, neither (hall the 

* feme kindle upon thee.* The fanftified ufe and 
improremeat of fufFeriog IS contained In It. Rom. 
Till. 28. * And we know that all things work toge: 

* iher for good to them that love God, to them who 
' are the called according to his purpofe. a Cor^ 

* iv. 16. For which cau(e we faint not; but though 

* our outward man pcrifh, yet the inward man is rc- 

* ncwed day by diiy.' Confider, cfpecialfy, that at 
the Lord's table you have an immediate view of the 
great foundation of reliance on divine providence. 
Rom. viii. 32. 'He that fpared not his own Son, 

* but delivered him up for us all, how (hall he not 

* with him alfo freely give u$ all things.' That God, 
who was fo lavifti of his love, as not to fpare eveq 
his own Son, but gave him up to be de/pifejf, buf- 
feted, and crucified for you, will not be (o inconfift- 
cntly hard, as to refufe the fmall gift in comparifoi^ 
of a little earthly good. He whofe foul was redeem- 
ed by the blood of Chrift (hall not lofc his body for 
a little bread. 

1 cannot help obferving, here, of what univerfel 
ule and benefit the doftrine of Chrift crucified isj 
and how high a place it ought tohold'inour e(teem.* 
It is not only ufeful for afTuring us of the pardon of 
fin, but makes us fuperior to all thofe fufFerings, of 
every kind, which took their rife from fin. The 
path of a Chriftian is fometimes thorny and difficult ; 
and many of the weaker "order of faints have even a 
greater fenfibility of the inconveniencies of Hfe thaa 
foj»e thougbtlefs finners. Thefekft maintaia a forf 
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of biifife acid conteft for worldly pka/brSi and, with 
A fturdy felf-fitificienqr> caA, if I may ^k fi^ retora 
th£ Uofwt and buffets of ad^erfe fovfftnc, iwhtfe the 
feeble of Cbrift^s flock become fimk and hear tkfi uq«^ 
der a frowniag pfotrideoee. Bat is not the Lord's 
tabk a place of refuge? and is. it not matter of tt^ 
periencey diat the^r^ haiae: found coofelatiou there ^ 
Whatever their complatuts have been, whether of 
fickneft, or poverty, or lofe of rdadous, or the fla&« 
ders of their eseoMes^ they have adored the Ibvereiga- 
wUl of God io them all ; they have been bcou^t ta 
a pladd fubmiffioa to his prcnridence in them all \ nay, 
they have happily feen atid confef&d his wife and 
merciful purpofe in them all. It was not wkbottt a 
view to his ttials, that the P&lmift, in the text, dc- 
iires to ^9 unto the altar ofGoi, ttntoCoiUs exceeding 
joy. And you may iee how he exprefles himfeif in 
the following vcrfe, * Why art thoo cafll down, O 
^ my foul ! and why art thou dUquieted within me I 
^hope iu God; fori fh^U praife him, who is the 
^ the health oi toj countenance, and my God i 

4th, I come, now, in the laft place, to obferve, 
that this ordinance is a fbnrce of joy, as it is a pledge 
and earneft of heaven; a fore-taftc of that eternal 
happincfs which God hath prepared for his faithful 
fcrvants in the world to come. This, my brethren, 
ought never to be out of our view while we ibjourn 
in this valley of tears. 

This eternal joy is what our Redeemer has givta 

us the fuHeft aflfurance of. It is he who hath drawn 

afide the curtain, and opened to us a joyful profpeft. 

jtijo the holy of holies, into the bfeflfed miattfioasofi 

Q 
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perfe^oD* purity, and happ'meis withia the vail. In 
one of bis laft dUcourfes to bis difciples, ^hen he 
vas about to leave them, be tells theoi it was to be 
bat a. Ibort feparatioa; for that he would come a- 
gain, and carry them with him ; and that they fhould 
sever more be divided, John xiv. 2. ' In my Father's 
< houle are many manfioos ; if it were not ib, I would 
' have told you : I go to prepare a place for yon ; ' and 
not only hath he left the promife of bis return, but hath 
iaAituted this ordinance, on the one hand, to keep 
up the memory of bis former appearance ; and, on 
the other, to keep up our hopes of his (ccond com- 
ing, and what be will then beflow, i Cor. xi. 23. 
'.As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
*.ye do fliew the Lord's death till he come.' It is 
intended to fupport the langoifiiing faith of bis peo-. 
pie, and make them tread, with cQoAaocy, in his, 
ftrength, the fame paths of virtue and felf-denial 
that he did, in hopes of fliortly Ibariog his crown 
and reward, Heb. xii. 1,2.' — And let us run^ 

• with patience, the race that is fet before us ; look- 
« ing unto Jefus, the author and finiflier of our faith ; 
*: who, for the joy that was fet before him, endured 

• the crofs, defpifing the fhame, and is fet down at 

• the right hand of the throne of God.' And how 
highly proper is this iiiflitution for pointing us to the 
glorious liToe of our ChriAian conflifl ? In it, we 
have, at once, a proof of the certainty — of the ex- 
cellence, — and even fome perception of the nature of 
the heavenly glory. 

How certain and infallible is that happinefs to. the 
fiunts, which our Exalted Redemer, tic Anun and 
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faithful JVitnefsy hath pafled his word for, and gone 
before, in our name, to take pofleiSon of? Heb; vi. 
19, 2o. • Which hope we have as an anchor of the 

• foul, both fure and ftedfaft, and which entereth itt- 

• to that within the vail, whither the forerunner is foe 
^ us entered. — - i Cor. xv. 23. But ^very man in 

/ his own order, Chrift, the firft fpuit»i afterward 

• ihey that are Chrifi*s, at hi^ coming.' However 
high an hope it may feem for fuch as we are, to afpiFC 
to a ftation (6 near the throne of God, to his prefence 
and' fellowfhip ; yet it is not too much^ after wh^t 
is already bellowed upon us^; after what Chrift hath 
done, it can beget no furprife, that this (hould be 
the conclnfioa of it ; after he hath borne our fins ia 
bis own body, and with his own blood wa(hedaway 
oar guilt; after he hath (anAified and cleanfed us 
by bis holy Spirit, made us the children, and imr 
printed the image of bis Father upon our hearts*; 
after he hath kindled in our fouls a flame of divine 
love, and made us content with nothing but him« 
jelf» and with no place where he is not; furely he 
wU not leave us comfortlefs; he can have no other 
4efign than to carry us to live with him, and reiga 
inth him for ever and ever. 

Does not this repreientation al/b ferve to fliow the 
excellency of the heavenly glory I It is called in fcrip* 
tare, * the purchafed pofleffion.' And, oh ! my dear 
brethren, how great, beyond expreflion, muft that 
laheritance be, which was fo dearly bought, foe 
vAAA every price, but the blood of the eternal Son 
ef God, was rejedled ! See his body broken, and his 
blood ibed \, and there iee what heavea has ooftf 
Q z 
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«Dd tfais U coft to iuniy who had dwdt there from e* 
Ifcraiiy, and could not be deceived in its worth. It 
^as DO QOneceflary esqsenoe, idly thrown away^ but 
irfiat alone was eqnal to the glorious purchafe. Had 
^e nothing elfe, by which to gncfs at diat, which 
•eye bath not feen, this, ef ixielf^ ought to -be &£« 
<iient to raiie onr hopes to the higfaeft ptch, and 
givd Qs the moft esoihed coBcepdons of its infiinit 

Slory. 

And may I not add, upon diis bead, my brethreB^ 
that this OFdinsDce is, to many, an eameft and Soref- 
tafte, as well as an affcirance* of the happtnefs cf 
l)eaven. Us it not the ienfible communion wjifh God» 
^hich fomeof bis faints ^ven ticrc enjoy, a rdem^ 
blance, ihotigh faint, cf that fuH and pcifeft coh^ 
mnnion which they fliall enjoy with ^eir Creatior 
land Redeemer in ifce worfd alx»e ? |c4m iw. 23 • 
■ — !f a maa love me, be will Icecf) fliy iwrfs, and 

* fljy Father will love him ; and we wffll come «cto 

* bim, and make oor ^ode widi bim.^ What is 
heaven, but to be free from Sn ; to contemplate the 
glory of an tnfittite God ; to be fiHed wi* a fasfe 
x£ his fcwe ; imd to be beyond die reach k£ tcsapta- 
tion to offend him any more. Now, wkea the tte- 
ffcvcr fees his pardon, fcaled with his Redeemer's 
Wood; when he is fiDed with a hatred of aH fin, and 
a humble confidence of bctng dtEvered from hs 
power; when hrs very complaints are pot to (ilence, 
and the fraHties of a dying body are ieft bdrind, or 
fwallowed xip by the hope of a blefled rcrurre6fion; 
what is this, but the very dawn of bcavcn in^ the 
ibull whatistbi%buttheih9Utofvi£lQryi and^ 
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earoeft of that day of complete triumph^ when all 
bis enemies fhall be brought uoder hi& feet ! 

lam feafible that the f ranie of many commuDicants 
Vill be but a bad emblem of heaven; gnd» if the; 
meafure it by that fiandard,. it will ^ve them but 
low and forry nocionsof it. This» however, i$ not 
the cafe with- all; and there are few real Chriftians^ 
but, inibme part» oi their lives, have felt fuch in« 
ward joy in God, that they have been ready to fay, 
vnih the difciples on the mount of transfiguration; 
A is good for us to be hepe^ Neither is there any 
place where it may be morereafonably expedled thaa 
tf tacommunion table : every pious foul (honid breathe 
out this prayer of the-Pfalmift, Pfal.lxiii. i, 2, 3, 4, 

• O God I thou art my Godi early will I feek theet 

• my foul thirfteth for thee I my fleOi- longeth for 
•thee in adry and* thirfty land', where no water is:^ 
••to fee thy power and thy glory, fo as I have feeo 
«• thee in the fimftuary ; becaufe thy loving-kinduefii- 
« is better than life, my lips ihall praife thee. Thuat 
•' will I blefs thee, while I live 1 I will, lift up my 
« hands in thy name!' 

And now, my brethren,, what rea(on is there foe 
cVtry fincere communicant to go to God in this or- 
djnanoe, at theU> exceeding jiy. It points usiorward 
to that blcffed time when we fliall indeed be fedsfi- 
cd with that fulnefs of joy, and thofe rivers of plea- 
iuwa- that are at his right hand. We arc glad now, 
indeed, to help our &gging conceptions with fym»; 
bris and figures : But then IhaHour eyes fee the glo- 
rious Saviour ftanding at the right hand of God,, 
iiiixaunded by ten^tHoufand of bis faints, who have* 
03; 
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been redeemed by Ws blood. This life is bat a fccnc 
of mifery and forrow, "wbere wretdiednefs is oftea 
to be feen, and lamentations heard, even in die dvel* 
lings of the righteous: But then all tears fiiali be 
wiped away from their eyes, and thefc (bngs of pralfe 
begin wfaicli (hall never end. Now we are borne 
down with prevaSing corruption, which, as a dea<§ 
weight, depreffes oar fpirits: But then (hall we be 
pcrfeftly freed from all impurity, and ferve our God 
and Redeemer with the fame fpirrt and joy as the 
angels do in heaven. Now we are but as young un- 
fledged birds, which in learning to fly can but flut^ 
ter a little, and immediately take refuge in the earth t 
But we fiiall (bon ibar above it, rifiog with nswea* 
ried wings and never falling ftrength. 

I^t us forget for a little the weakncfs of morta- 
nty, and carry onr thoughts to the general aflembly 
of the church of the firft-born, where no fui^oa 
of ooefalfe heart being admitted Ihdl remain, wliea 
all the wide congregation fliall join in cddDratiiig 
the praifes of almighty God, and of the Lamb^ and 
there (hall not be one jarring or one dffcordant note Xtt 
the ujQuverfal harmony. Tlius I have laid before yon 
Vbat a iburce of joy there is to the believer, to tfe* 
holy ordinance xyblcb you have now accds to par<^ 
take of; and proceedj in the 

' Laft place, to make fome praftlcal improveffieal 
of the fubjeft. And, 

!• May I not, in a few wotds, obferre howp^cat 
is the goodnefs pf Cpd, in providing fo rich an en» 
tcrtainment for us in our prefent fiate. Tius life b^f 
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iisfficiiMes and trials* We are bore ki euk from oor 
£uher'« lio«fe ; jsx dodi lie not leave us allogdtber 
ikfiboe, bat ImkIi gUreo <it tiut asa token andptedjgs' 
of ills ioTe> beCbre die full manifeftation of k. Here 
if ibod ta ^ive us irigoar fcr oar joaniey, ui ibis rsd« 
lej 4if Dean : 8trength to emboldeo nt agaiaft our e- 
acmies, that we aday hold on oor coorie fteadily ,mth« 
«Bt ^veaijong. W31 ic be loatter of eternal fiurprile, 
that the only begotten Son of God ifaould d<rh<Mioiir 
10 dlir #(»ik, by takkig op hkabodeinit^aad dignt^ 
fy bwwamttire by wearing it hiaifelf» and unkiog k 
|» bis own ? b ic not a oootiiitied prcKif of the fame 
ispodc&eo&in, as well as an evidence of dimioe wiT- 
^mKU that he fltoBld leafve to every age this itanding 
Oieinorial of hioiielf, his appearance, and work« that 
6i^ ttftjf aigbt be partner with faitfa, in rejoiemg 
pvtx bis goodnefd^i If his hearers were bleflcd witb 
bis beavenly voice, aad wondered at the gvadons 
Wiprds that proceedkd oat of his nuHitfa, during \m 
perfanal nmiftry, let o^ with adniratioa and jofv 
look upon the f^oibola of bis fofferiags and deatht 
let 8S furvey the pi6^ure of hta agony drawn by hiai« 
Iclfy ssA let OS remember what it promiie$» and 
what he is now gone ta prepare £nr hts faithful fcN 
lowers. 

2« Let ns, by way of ia^oTemenf , eonffder a Kt- 
lk for whom this joy is provided ; does not this 
need amplication ? And are not many of yon layhig 
vithin ycuiielveSy Ibrely obftinacy itlelf cannot de^ 
jny» that here b great canie of joy to (bme : bat whd 
pc they } is it not a joy with which a firmer cfmtiot 
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fetermeddie, that pertains only to a privllqied few? 
This inquiry is highly needful, as the g^eat fpriog 
of joyldf commanionris the want of a pe^ooal ap*- 
' plication of the bleffings of oof RedeemerVpurcha& 
That I may neither uowarmntably' diicoorage aoy^ 
•or proftitute this precious privilege to the unwor- 
riiy, I (hall obfenrc, that this joy is truly applicable 
to all to whom it is defirable; to all whom it may 
be ufeful, but in diiFerent lights^ accopding to thdr 
difierent charaAers.- 

iy7, All tirofe who have not only hdd h(M oil 
Chrift for falvation, but have fome degree of humble 
confidence in the divine mercy, on whom the Lord 
has lifted up the light of his reconciled countenance; 
If there are any fuch among^us,; as God forbid but 
Aere were, they ought ; but why do* I fey they 
ought I for, no'doubt> they certainly yjnllgoto God 
tu their exceeding jay'. To you> my brethren, it 
belongs, with wonder and gratitude> to-furvey thefe 
bleifings- to which you know your title^ and to joiif 
m that heavenly adthem. Rev. is 5,. 6* * -^Unto him 
f that loved us, and waflied ua^from our fins in- his 
* own blood, and hath made u& kii^s and priefb 
^ untoGod,and hisfather^-tbhim be glory, and doml^ 
•' nion for ever and^ver. Amen. R^ev. vii. i a. Bleffing 
''and glory, and wifdom, and thankfgiving, and ho^ 
*' Aour dXii power, and might, be unto our God for 
•ever and over. Amfen*' Let yoiir faithfoHow your 
riien Redeemer to his Father's throne, and look for* 
ward to what he is dbing and preparing for you, as 
wd) as backward to what he hath already dooe. If 
Saiaa. be^od^r your feet y if iin be auci&d on joof 
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Avioar^ crofs ; and canes afid Jbrmws Jcqpt at a dtf> 
tafice, I tope it will bdp you to ibne ccciceptioci cff 
ittietfeltcity of that Rate, * vhere there ftiall be nd 
« mope cvrfe, bat the throfte of God, afld <if the 
* Laflob &aR be ki it, and his fertattts (hall fetvi? 

^ifK» Iq ^is ordtettoe there is oatter of joy laad 
vonii^tiDa to the fanfal tad cbubtkig ChriftiMV 
vho, B0t wfthoQt defines after God, and the nenieiiw 
>br«nceof his imme, yet is fvH of fidicitvide and a»« 
^Sety, tmd thtre nm pofitivdy affirffi his owfi iatenrft 
in the Sattioor. What Is Tet before us ia this ordi^ 
«ance,' particnlarfy what I have tlus day opened ti|> 
en the fubjtft, wifl 'tbmf bow wdl it is fitted fot 
AreDgtbeQiog tiie mfeak, aad oomforting the ieebk^ 
noded. Bfit^ to expfoia this propriety a little, tel 
fBewOcjmi, is yowdoobt of God's wiiliiigoe^ tt> 
receive Tetmning fisiiers I This doubt the Lord% 
fupper 16 a Ml rrfbkitfOQ •of; this dbie Ipread b^ 
liis appcnatnieDt, is «b eseprefs ftipttlatioa, oq his 
fvrt, of pavdoR «Bd peace, to afl "who ut wiiliag t* 
accept cf diem oa the terms cf the goTpd. Well, but 
what are the terms of the gofpel ? Infinitely free and 
gradotis, on tlie one hrmd, aod exoeediog ftri6l a^d 
fswct^ on the other > fall forgrreneft to the chteff ^ 
fianers, withoat any mer^ or qaalification on their 
part ; complete delireraace from die power of cor^ 
roptioB ; and faadification by the Holy Spirit of 
graoe» Wliat then are the fevcre terms? Troiy 
to accept of diem }aft as fally and freely as (hey are 
oSered; to recetvefijrgivencfe as mere mercy, whitfc 
wc faaipe fiot deferred^ and defire ddimance firoob 
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every fin without exception j and to cxpeft to ob* 
tain it, not from oorfeivcs^-but by the ftrength that 
IS in Chrift : the true felf-dcaiai of the gofpel is the 
iardeft iacrifice to human pride. Men may cry up 
ttorality, and boaft of i*, and truft in it, and never, 
praftife it ; but heartily to approve of the whole law 
of God, and breathe after coafoFmity to it, as the 
purehafe of Chrift's death, and the effeft of our u- 
Dion with him, and giving the honour of it only ta 
Bim, this, if I miftake not, is the obedience of faith. 
Now, do you doubt whether you have accepted 
Chrift on thcfe terms. This is not doubting, but 
rcfuiing; and 1 have no coniblation for you. But 
if you are wilHng that Chrift flioidd be all, and yoq 
Aould be nothing, and fincerely grieve for the Gj^ 
and impurity that ftill cleaves to you, and even for 
your unbelief, and the hardnefs of your hearts^ come 
to this ftible^ and 'my God ibaJl fupply all your 

• wants from his riches in glory by Chrift Jefus.» < 
' 3dfy; That I may, if poffiUe, yet farther illuftrat^ 
•nd commend the divine grace, here is matter of joy 
to all without eaeceptioa: * Behold, I bring you glad 

• tidings of great joy, that God is in Chrift reconcile 

• ing the world unto himfelf I' You have caufe to 
be thankful, that, for your formeF contempt of mer- 
fy, you have not been cut off from the land of the 
living, and condemned for ever to the flames. O 
that you were fenfiUe what grace and patience is 
cxcrcifed towaids you in your daily prefervationt 
that your paft refufals have not been accepted as 
your final choice, and your ftate determined beyond 
ledemption 1 I do, now, upoa this fokam gca£iQiv> 
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when the body and blood of Chrift, as brokca and 
filed for finners, is to be fet before yon, by his war- 
rant and authority, befeech you, by the mercies of 
God, and pray you to be reconciled unto him. Shall 
I be obliged, on this feafon of joy, amidft fo bright a 

4ifplayofdivinelove,tounflieaththefwordofalmigh. 
ty vengeance, and denounce the terrors of the Lord > 
No, my brethren, I rather chufe, now, to befeech 
than to.command, to invite than to threaten you • to 
ftew. you the wrath of God falling upon your Sa- 
viour than upon yourfelves; and (hall not his love 
i^onftrain you, (hall not his mercy perfuade you, not > 
to rejeft the counfel rfGod againft yourfelves ? Will 
you prefer the pleafurcs of fin, carnal mirth, and fen- 
fual riot, to all the bleflld fruits of divine love ? You 
will fay, I fufgeft that you hare but a cold notion of 
all this profufion of language about joy in God; it 
IS becaufe you know it not. Do but tafte and fee,' 
ihat ihe Lord is good ! I am fenfible, however, it 
is in vain to Q)eak to any but thofe who are weary 
of. their fins; and ^therefore I fliall only, in our Sa- 
viour's words, call all thofe *>vbo are wear^ and 

* heavy laden to come unto him, that they may have 

• reft/ As this ordinance is proper for ratifying for- 
mer engagements, fo it is alfo proper for entering in- 
to covenant wth God, and folemnly giving your- 
felves to be his. And oh that this may be a day and 
place, marked in the regifters of heaven, when and 
where many joined themfelves to the Lord in a per- 
petual covaiant never to be forgotten or recalled I 

3. The laft ufe to be made of this fubjeft. Is 
to Acw you what is your proper employment at the 
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Lot d's tMe It ooght to be 3 jojfiil^ tfaanifo] ap* 
]dic«ikm of the bkJEogs of Cbrift's.pflidaa& to yosr 
fiamk. Be flrCMig in ^th, ^viag gkiy t^ Godf; not 
only celebrate his lave, bot tisprove it« bjraikiog, ia 
faith, cTery tbtag neccfliry ta yow &ndificatioD and 
p^cc.-^I (hall (htit up aU» by defiring yon to ofe th« 
Pialmift's preface, is going nato GoA, who fiiys, m 
the 3d.verfe, • O fend out thy light and Ay truth; 
* let dwm lead me, let theoi briag bm t&to thy holf 
*.hiIU and to thy tabernacles/ In order to raife aad 
elevate yonr. mmds, tafix and eagage your uofettled 
hcafts^ apply to God, m^o batfa the hearts of aH mes 
i» his hasd^ that he would dlfpoie you for his ier- 
vjce; thai be would (bed abroad hi« love in your 
hearts, and sake you joyful in his houfe of prayer. 
ABd my earaeft prayer to God for you, is, dMt he 
would, at this time, convert fome, or (why /houM 
we liUMt him ^) every profane finner in thi$ aflemUy ; 
pall off Jthe malk of hypocrites, aod fiiew them their 
own likeoefs:; thaA he ipould in«^e »t a joyfu) com« 
ixuiniQ& to many of you, and a profitable comi&u^ 
f^toaU. Amen. 
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S E R M O' N VI. 

The Cbriftian's difpofition under a fenfc of 
n\ercies received. 

i .. / . • • . ■ 

Psalm icxyu j,. 

Return unto thy reft^ myfiuh for the Lord hath 
. dealt ^ntifulfy with thee. 

IT iidie lango^e of oailitt, is vwH u nf gface; 
to cry to God ia diftrefs. When gntt «xtremicy 
Aovs the weakods of all odier hdp» there reoiatos 
ib flHieh of God wrktea on the confciences evta ^ 
jihe moft pnifllgaie, as ex4^^ them to ttua.doty. 
^hcitn^h of this Jo|»ienraiion dppdarfl feioi.aisfty 
faipva/ct exampks, asiweU as evei^'day'i experience 
BiK thoogti bad men'i&ay cry toQod for ddiTeraiioe 
fromftitferiog, tbeylcDotiK little, if any thing at all^of 
Teturniag toGodiiiduty add gRititade^for the oierqf 
t^elved,Pfal.'lK«f«i. ^34,-37. ♦When he flew 
< ^hem; theB th^ (bi%Hf Inm; and ihey retttroed, 
•*'ttd inquired c^y arterGod. And they remein- 
'^beted thai* God Va$ their tock, and the high God 
* their Redeemer. Neverthelefs, they did flatter him 
••Hi^th thdr motithf, and. *a\ey lied «nto biiA vith 
P 
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* their toogues. For their heart was not right with 
f hifli; iMither were they ftedfiift in his covenaor.* 
Secjalib tlie account of the teo^ lepers, Luke xfii. 

12» 17. ' And as he entered into a certain vil- 

' lage, there met him len men that ^ere lepers. 

* which ftobd afar oflP, and they lifted up their vox* 
' < ce&^ and faid, Jefos, MaAer, have merqr on ns* 

* And, when he faw them, be faid unto them, go 

* (hew yourielves unto the priefb; and it came to 

* pofs, that, as they went, they were deanftd. And 
« one of them, when he iaw that he was healed, tnm*. 

* ed back, and, wltha bud voice, glorified God^ and 
f fell down on hii^face, at hisfeet, giving hiin thanks; 
' and he Mras a Samaritan : and Jefos anfweriog, iaid, 
' Were there not ten deanfed? but where are the 
' nine ? ' They all aied alike for the cure; but the 
Ijceateft part icira fivgoi tfatiroUi^^ 

d6il Stviour. - . . 

It is no way difficult to acootmt for this bebavi* 
emr in bad men ; but, ala&i it is mebncbofy to think 
bow much of this unhappy cfi^pofiiioli » tp be found 
even itt the beft.. Whca^theprefliireof day trialls 
felt, they iiee to God as their refuge and iecmlty t 
with fervent inppiiGalioo, and earaeft wrqftlii^ 
they intreat his help, fiot, thoiigfa we muil not 
diai^ any fmcere iervant of GOnd wjth.an entire forr 
getfutoefs of hifgpodnefs, or cffiSi ddertion of Hb 
ieryice; yet, I am afraid^ that many are very, defec- 
tive in this particular; and that fe\v, very fey^ {j^ 
ferve the iame fcdidtude to improve their inercies, as^ 
to obtain them. » . 

My intention b to apply this to us, who bayelatf * 
i. 
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ly been at&ne Loid's table; and, Ihope^ before go-r^ 
log thiere, Bot a few were earned io th^ pray^ 
for the divine prefencc. Urged by Ac fa£Rsrings of 
this itfortal body, the lofs of outward cooaforts, the 
pbwfer of inward tem^tatbos^ or a defire of the rc^ 
fttrn of an abienf God, or the quickettiDg of a flpth^ 
fot fpirit, the^ ibtight confolatioa ia this holy ov^ 
sande; they weneto feck the Lord» going and weep-. 
Sig. 1 hope alio, and bdieve» that maoy west not 
10 Vaur, bd t ' fontid him whoo^ their foul loVed, fonsd 
^. Jiim; and would Qot let htm go/. Ali fticb ought 
to Imitate the Pfidmlft in the fpirit that breathcfi 
throngh the whole of this pfttei ; andi partkolarly^ 
m the wiords of tny text: Rgfttmwiti thy r^, (^ 
my fiid, for the Lord boA dea^ ioimtifiify ^M 
ibie. 

V lioeedonlffiqr, itt a very few word^, dial tfat 
whole pfaim is an expref&on of his gradtndefor de- 
Kveruice fraan great felfeiidgs; from Enemies cflid 
and treacherous. They were alio of an inward, at 
well as an outward kind, as all his trials did ordi« 
aaciiy bring im to remembrance, and fiil^ him with 
j» hfHiibling'ftn& of the awfnl judgments of a holp 
aodri^iteottsGod^. Hefeems aUb to haire been par* 
ticttlary exerdftd in prayer to God, bis all-fflffid* 
dent help : vcr. 3, 4. * The fiarows of death com* 
\ pai&d me» and the pains of hell gat hold upon aie» 
* 1 fottod trouble aud ibrrow. Then caHed I upoa 
'ilAe iBitMr<£ the Lord ; .0 Lord» I befeech thee, de* 
Mi;rerm7 ibul/ He d^ettupon ceMmtes the merc)^ 
rf God, and wearing the bonds of bve, ddiret to 
expKfi his GfcHg^trops. in. the flroDgcft. temsi 90(t 



t0 iatitff Cheoi b)rtkc>iD^ ChetrfotObdUfOoei ter; 
11. « What OmU I raider mo the Lord fernU bi« 
fbeaefits towards me ^' . 

la difaniriii%fiiither» at tbbiiiiie, I OiAlijaft A^ 
fiarve» that the wovdt of Ac text coMhx ^e P6l^ 
Bdft'b idolutioai : Aturntmtc ^hyr^^/i myfiui^'^ 
taid the reafim on which it ia foimdtdi ^«— ^/ar til» 

laa applicable to the ferranta cifGod is gcoirtl, aad 
^•rfthret ia patdcnkr^ I fhall dftinftty eoniider^ 
Mt Id the order of the words, bat ia the ordn: of 
aature. ■ ^ : . v ': 

' . •; . . ■ .r ? j ■ ' ■ \i 

L I fliandefcribc the ftate of thbfe trilh whoaoi 
Cod h^th iMr totmtifulfy, 

IL Explain the import of the Pralmtft'a fefoltttioo, 
wfalch caigb'l tK>betkeh9& XeturnmU tiy-n/ii O 
fv^fiut' ' ■ ' ' ■ .•'-:'•.' 

I Aad aboi ihati olake lone praftical i a if itoy ea xaii 
of the feia^ea* 

. h Tbtiv I ftiaH defirribe the Atce of ^106 witia 
^Axn GoAkath dealt bomtifnUy.; aodl«mjaft4o 
defcribe this, in its gitat iioes,' front experteoos, be» 
leeching t^txy one prefent to hear it uridi applica^ 
tton; and to add focb drcumfhuioes to the Several 
partlcnlare, aawill oiake them compfeteif foitabfe 
to bis own fiate<*^Oblerve, then, • »• - 

a. That the Lord hath dealt b6aaii6dlfoDiMf 
t%ofe from whxMa he h|^ .isenidTed .anji aiBidsfatf 
under which they grocmedy and: fen-- delUe»tfidt 
from whteh the; prayed.-— -If vft would Kxm^ 



our merdes, diejF sre very maay: aod ive oftei^ 
b^ bodk the rdiihof tBeoii aad the beaeet oC 
ibeiD, by aot oblemiig them. Thofe wi^) a^^e 
ddiraecd from £ckaefs>» or the for of It^ in theqi* 
leives, or thdr rdatioos, oogbc to be ieoiible o€ 
Ae goodoefe of God^ who maketb- tbem to lyo 
down aod rife up ia fafety. — if any bad rea> 
foa tofear coDfiacmem from ordtoaoceSy. or froay 
vlefalocTvthe^flioDld fay». with the. Jpialmift^ Pialv 
aviiL i6^^^i^. * The right hand of the Lord 
f is estfltedi the right hand of the Lord doth vatt* 
^aatly. I (hall oot die,, bat live, and declare the 
** works of the Lord^ the Lord hath chafteoeki me 
*'ibre; bot be bath not ^vea me over nnto death, 
•"Open to me th^ gaus of righteouibers'; I will go 
» iatD tbem» and I will praiie the Lord.' — ^If any were 
opprefled wilh'Calitmoy and reproach. andGodbatb 
bidden them from the ftrife of tongues^ bath plead* 
ed ibdr aufe> or brought forth their 'iadgment a» 
^ the Ugb^ and their rigbteoniheis as the noon<^y>^* 
Tho Pfidmil^ iay^ Pfal. aviii. io,-.i4. 'All nati- 
^onroompaded me about; but in the name of the 
^ Lord wilt I deftroy. them. They compafled.me a* 
f boot^ yea^ th^ compailed me about; but, in the 
•^name of the Lordr I wiUdeftroy them. They 
t oimipftflbdBM about like bees ; they are qpenched 
tastbefijfeoftbema; foryintbenameoftheLord^ 

• I will deftcoy tfaemi Thou haft thnift ibre at me,. 
•^ that I m^ht fall; but the Lord helped me: the 
^ Lordismy fttengtbandibng, andtsbecomemy falva* 

* tioo%'-<i4f any are delivered from the fear of want,. 
ni a i^aftaable groTpei^ ^vea tbem of competent 
' P3 



I J 4 ThCkryiUfiU Ji/j^Jitm mier Ser , tR 
HAd MtAlt provtfiMi for themMvesaod iimuiies; if 
iliey <m reiMeinfctr the litiie, 'wtether lofteiy vr »i a 
greatertlUbDC€^ >vbdfi^^yieeiiied xo be cbteaORMd 
with fK3t^rty aod dcptfidaMce^ «Md aU die Ommc, di« 
ftrefs* aod lasplalkNi Ihtft atteods that eafaBri&g 
ftate^ if, I fay, they cmei rctteiftber Ais, aod fie 
ho^v God, by a gnctoos provid«fice, has led then 
by the faaad; has gWea them food to eat and m* 
meat to pnt do, aod even honoored then i}^?thtbe 
ability and the heart to flretdi out tfacir haads 40 
the poor aod needy, the fatherlefs and the widows 
furely he hath dealt bouotifoHy with tfcfem. They 
ought to fay with the Pfalmlft, Pfel jtxIS. j. • Thoct 

* prcpareft a table before me fn the prdenoe of tt^n6 
' enemies: thoa anointeft my bead with oH, ny cap 
' runneth otet/—- If any have been botdeded witfc a 
ftnfe'of guilt, the arrows of the Lord within tbesiH 
and the poifon thereof drinldDg up ifaeir foalu, and 
God hath revealed hh&felf to them, aft farfoaiftg 
iniquity, rran^teflton, »id finv if they ftai^ keen 
enabled to lay hold, with <learik<^ and^onfiiaiCtf, 
of the great atonement, tliey have fiirely iiAed of 
his love: Or, tf a fph-it of bondage and flaviAi fysit 
has j^en a favbidding afpeft to the pathis 6f piety^ 
or hath brought a gloom and darloiefs «poft -^i 
paths of providence, and )t hath pleiAd God m 
fpeak peace to their feuh, by the Sph-k of-oooOb^ 
tion, they wHI fay with the Pfidmlft, fbl. dak i: 
< filefs the Lord, O my fool, and all that it Mrkhiv 

• me, blefs his holy name.'-— Or, fiorfly, if any hedt 
complained of a dead^ flortrfbl, fecure finatlar teftiag 
too eaiily in the foitxh Aod mimSag little of the fov^ 



cr of 49odliiefi; tad. it kitb pkuM God to^ioeck 
Adtjtkmtslv^d BpsAiilh « iitMHonlfisM off bi$ ^ 
«8r;.«djOHi)«^a«fd^tWratiiBtioQ:1}f llMV io^cs^ 

iltBi« ^ ii«Hchf aliiefs Had laidilDift.totlie wbote 
itf ihcjr CMvorlaiifloi. ihfy.haittiiiidy chft grcatcft 

^. fet . tbe JUoFi iMlh ^Mt b0U»tt6iUy i»itb f hco/ ^ 

fM a« oMecve It ;partU«bu oiaifc tod £gaaiiii>e i)f 
his pK>videDce in jroor SKrcies; It is ooe ihiag M^ 
feocivt ii»e bowitj of praridoooe^ and A&otfaer ta 
^(Gorti md co^db the hand that boftows k. Even 
pitJ^ Dcgtid to the bieffiags tfa«tarc» in kgxe^xmcsh 
(tif«».>cQfmDQO.iP «Tery ubiog tbaft livpi^. it is a unii. 
tor of the highcft mraisot* aod of great inflaencciA 
fia^l^aD, t» ba«e a deep and ferioos iooviAion bom 
^bom tfaey flow, toi^e fenfiUe of the Jibiolufee and 
C(90ftVtt dqpeodaice of e?ery crektnre upon Godt 
It places us iflimediatclf Id our MaAcer*ls pxdbocdi 
for, asiikcsfibtto J^aiit %s,. Ads xvii.:27- ' -^He 
4. is Jiot far froneiory one of us. For itt him y»p 
• ^^ aod mmt^ and have our being.' 

B|it though, this is AOt to be Jiegk6lied» i have 
iboiQibiog ferthAT in view, riz. When i0e can ob* 
i#rvci:tbe partictilar ftcyis of fra^Adeoce, as weU « 
{bie gmciQ09 inieDtion of xt« as abe firuh of ^edall 
aod diAkigolftiiag lore. The fiootft^ of pnsnidefic^ 
f re 10 be ieea often in the means,— 40 the feafbn,*^ 
lodjh the iiaitureof the mercy, i/f, Wben the meaoi 
t>y ivbicb aaymercy is broogbt About are extraor^- 
4^]b.^ far b^yosd the reach, of hainai\ yiiHoKf^ 



k favci tb (hew durt God Umfilf hath hew thdv 
help. SoMetfaDM the chiUno cE God ase kft co 
fta9t the ^vciiaMlrtsf ail ercaicd bdpi and to^ 
tirged in zmumtt wii»htkk^4tt^, that their 
ddivtraiicd may be the alere figiud» aod may the 
iKMre evidittitly pohit out the wwy fiager of God; 
What a difcrc^ is it, vrben the eaemies of good taea 
vak for their haltiag» aad Jiopa toovttcoaK then^ 
and yet they art rtamtAMf dJAifcM^ aad oor cf 
/weafcoeft are made ftroogf See how the P&imSA 
prays, Ffal. baas9i. 1-6. if. * O toni aafio me, aid 

* and have meray opoa me. Ghre thyftraogth aafio 

* thy ftrvant, aad 6ve the fon of tlMe haocbnaidt 
^ Shew me 2f toltea for good,^ that ifaey wldch haae 

* me may fee ir, and be alhamed^ becauie thou, Lofi^ 

* haft holpeti'me, and comforted me.* 

Tdiyf SoBietimes the providence of God irfeen in 
Ac fi»ibn of tife mercy. It ia beOowed when it ii 
moft needed, o^ when it may be 'of greatdk life* 
When the faith of his people is bepnning to^fail, it 
fi^quetitly meets whh unestpeS^Ki^aad emfaieitt (api 
port. Pial. faedii. 2v * But as (ormtf my feet weitf 
« aUnoft gone: my iUf» had weU m^flipt. v. lo; 

* Therefiire his people return hithef : and waters of 

* a fiiii cop are wrong ont to them. Pfal xdv. i6l 
17, 18, 19.^ Who will rife op for me agaioft the e* 

* vU doers ? or who wiU^ftaod op for me agaioft th^ 
^ worl:err of imqoity ? UnkTs die Lord had been my 
*hdp, my foul had almoib dwelt in fUence^ WlitoJ 

* faid, my foot flippeth; diy mercy, OLord, hdA 

* me up. In the multitude of my thoughts Mrlthiii 
!«e^ thy anfor^ deiigh« my foul/ Wita^ icy 



lymcdoim Df jtaiport^aoe. bdomtb^pi, tbc^ taw 
fimetimaB {bch fiipffiss.of giaob and .firsagtb glvcof 
ibeiOy as lb. carry ttem tfasocigh widi coiafcri and 
^tk qpedit. fioiDtttiiaaSy to prepare thcm^ for trkto 
wfakk any be before tbtoi, tbey have imcoiUQofli 
BMafiu-cs o£ oohMuk^o. from abore^ add ibttetiiBM# 
wdfer- or after trklff, for >tbeir ftpport aad cemfori; 
thay aaeei withall la ibe Creator* a&d niocb mpH 
tbafttbeyJofttetbe creature* And 1; bope, my brc« 
tbieii*. Qaoybaiacattfe tQ«idora tbe wifdooit a$ wall 
artbe grace «f <3od it parib&ok ordiBabcea» that 4i- 
voGka^ hit mbiftera^ asaveU aabk Spirit, to fuieb faU 
fli:QftiUB«8JHj^beiiioftibitabic»'b^ to tbe warn 
aaddie defiivaaf bis.idiitf^ Uoftt cxeeileot iafoeml 
iBlflnifttoii, :at any Tatei Bnt wbac a mw beauty and 
exoeOdicy doetii ao^Qarc^ faxdieeyaa of diat pevfi»; 
to whde inward complaints it is direAly iMted^ Wa 
atty}(qiib£it«»8ofoia«»<9Sr>Pibv4iv^il^.:^ A man 
^ioAjof by Aeoaifair oif iiiv«mitb f aodt a tirord 
«>%ikaa:ki jlne feniMi^ boar:good hUf^^VLt.% ii 
iAwUfdMiif'tpmlmisUtae appks of gdd fa pic< 
^amr^ dfiilww iii.i. 4^ Tbe Lotd God hath 
« f^tep me Jtb0a(|ag«e of) tht't a wmdi triwt £ flwuii 
*^>lt&o^bo^^tal^paalca^3|iaAtitl fe^^ 

<*i&wc«rr-^^ '-^-^ '-; ■ '"•'■'•• " * • :j v.»' 

^ ^dfy, Oflce «bi«t The liji^ Wire 6f provMence il 
IbiiustjHies fecA'ifttfhe nature "df (he^ctcy/ "irhes it 
iffexftOfJ^ folted^td^tlie "ftace stod- dumber ef thd 
perfA toQCcArHed.^ Gar temper, ftatioi^, dtlf!es» hrr& 
itfthcak-a^viery g^eat-diverifty 5 imd there Js freqttent^ 
ly an bpporttinity to bWerre how Ood difpenfes hhr 
g^ta widi wifdom and propriety. If be gives to iU 

\ 



178 Tie 'Ofj/tkn^t diff^tim minr Sier. €i 
rich* hmuHty, thankfiiloefiy or Hbenditf^, to the 
poor, pttience, trnft, and refigqsitioiit If be keeps 
the weak from tempudoD and trial; and fitk widv 
fortitude tlioie yfho are to meet \vitb refifbnoe, and, 
10 geoeraly acoomoodatea bis merdes to.tbek appa* 
reot nscdCty, can it be denied, that, he deab bbaa* 
tifully with them. We are taught tUs truth in a 
verj tender paffiige, P£d« dii. 13, M> ^Like as a £i«^ 

* tber pitieth his chikhreo, io the Lord jMdetb them 

* that fear him; for lie kuoweth our frame; he re- 

* membredi that we are dsft.V In many ioflaiicev 
indeed, this Jtindnefii and oondcftenfioa is to be ob« 
farved both in the nature of mercies, and in the mea« 
fote of affliAions, tt. m»ii. a. ^ iBmeaTttre, when ir 
^ihootethfartb^tbon wilt debate with it; hefiafeth 
< his rough wind in die day of the caftiirittd*' This 
kad$.meioob&nr«^ 1 
i 3.ThattheIxMddeaklraaBlifrdtrwithlnspp9»: 
pU, when he ^fcs them a dear and^dsfyiog tiew* 
0f d>js fidutaif en4 tmd eoabfes.them to make a fimc- 
tified oie both of tbeir txials and merdea. I neec^ 
not tell you, that cafamiitk&fif various kinds arr in* 
fepacaUefrom tUs flaieof momality andtif fin; afct- 
Ihec imd I teU yoD,.4i4t tfeduUpsaof Godamr 
were, nor ever ihaU be exempted from their tbm.' 
Btu, as their meraes have a quite diffi»fe&t nature 
and influence, from tfaoiewlwdb. are beflowed opo^ 
a cardeis, fecufe world;. fe tbdr t^als have a j^ 
culiar direfUoi^ and are capable qt a fpititiual inl« 
provement r nay^ they^ are reprefented^ hi (o^^tuit^ 
as the fruit and evidence of love,.(leb. xii» 5. * ifaidr 
^ ye have forgotten the exhortation wbtdi ipQakfidn 



9fti^* -n.fknfiif minus recmei. * 179 

« qotoyoa. u imo chibbai, Mf foo, deTpife oot 
.« thoii die cbtfteatog of the Lord^ nor faint whe^ 

* iboo art febltkcd of him, Pfid* Ixxxix. 30, 31; 
> 3:^33. If his children fixfiikeiny law, and walk not 

* in my judgments; if they break my fiatntes, aid 

* J^^^n^^my comoaiMments, thea will I vHit their 
' tcaoigreffioa with tb^ rod* and their iniquity with 
.' (fa:t{>9s: nevertbdeft* my lofiiig4undaers wfll I not 
/ a^tlerly t^ &>m him, nor fuffer my f^thftiheft 

'to fail.*. 

. Now»niy t^'etfareo, fometlmes tfae<:bildren of G^d 
inay An^le for a ieafen ooder afflldioos, and find 
much difficulty to adhere Aed£iAly to their duty: 
nay, ^bai do I <a.y? tndy they may fin not a litde 
by ,i(m{iaitence ia their iidHts, and peaking unad* 
;i[ifed)y vKthithcir iij^ as^well as by finking under 
,tber AioUe^ asd mamfiBfting unbelief Mid ^ruft in 
cb^ Rock of thrir &][?aiidd. They may be dib great- 
jy. at a Ipis to hMerpret the bng^ge of pFOTtd^cct 
jod dt&over the canfe of God'a controverfy with 
them.: They mqr&y;wfth thePfidmift, Pftl. kxvii. 
A-T-*9t* 'IcaQiof remembrance iny (bog in the 
< night ;.'t<oataittoewidir mfaeoiwo hearty and my 

• i|urit mde diiqient fearth. WSU the Lord caft 
*^fr for e?er f and will hct be fai^ourabte no 
5 pQre'2 Is his mercy clean gone for ever ? Doth 
.« Jiiph promift : fntl for evermore \ Hath God for- 
'gotten tO!bc.>giaci6ifs?:hath he in anger (hut 

• vphis Hffdsr.^nerciea? Scfab.* Or, with Job, Job 
•«v 1,-^3. 'MyfcolMa weary of my life; I will 
' kave my oomphhlt upon myielf ; I wilt (peak in 

• the bittenietl itf myibul. I wi& fay unto God, do 



^8q TZir Cbryiian's tSfi^m nnder tfer^ 6, 

^ not condemn mes'ibew me whenefore tboa coq- 
« cendeft <«rith me. It it good ooto diee, that thoa 
f rlhooldeA oppreb h that than (hooldeft defpife the 
' wcvk of thine haadf I and ihiie upoD tb^ cotiofel of 
*4bewickcd?' 

Bucwhatanercy ittt, nAen itplorfetfiGodto 
reconcile oormiiid^ to the will of Jiis providence; to 
fel borne upon the oooiaepce hi» right of forerelga* 
lyv hit Utle to difpofe of c^r perftns^ oar reputa- 
tion, our fubftance, oar relations, without exception 
Had viQihont CQoditJCO, even as he will; O how hap« 
py I lo be able toiaf^'Mch mr ihffertsg Sarionr^ *0 
t fttjr Father, if it be poffibie» let this cop pafs from 
f me I nererdields, not as I willi 4>nt as thoti 
i wilt. ^And, ugain, K thiakrap mstf not pafi away 
! ft-om m^ excepti drink itt.thj^ wiH be done/ B 
tbiiuoreaToiMyble^ Nothing led; S&iwld he ii6r^d 
)»hathewiUwidihi8<Kiri)?lsttimiioffibteJ STefled 
))e God, it i$ far from iu . How Juppy, my brethreo, 
to have our conrnptjMs mortified by filtering ! to 
^?^ thp rpirjK biiokco by oontridon «Qd peni€eiice, 
when the body is brcdiett fay ficknefi or dUltefir to 
w^kea our attachment to the ivorid, ^vlrheh it is 
fho)vlog Its inftablBty aiid aacertasnty^as oot podef- 
fien I to bale the £nr for which, and not the God by 
YPbotfi th« ibrojte it iafliaed, let it be of ^hat Hb- 
tara Ibeverr it will f < O how happy! to'ihftvtr divine 
ooofel^tioD iwlerlfnfoiagi im^angsl futairiKeavt^Q 
ftreDgtheniagosl tbe^roolfdUowinghmid^aftei^Ood) 
when the believer is enabled to deC^ght hin^lf la 
(jod, even 10 thic aMence of all otitward cootfott! 
^q4 to fax. w]i(bKai>. iil ij, i^^ ' Aichoo^ ^e %- 



« W9/^0M Ml bk)aMi^ ilatlm itallfndl be ia tto 

< v^ifie^; d» hbour o£dyi$(ailiife fludlfai^sBdthe&Mi 
* (haUyietdftoilaieat^'^dic iwtk&M&hecviiCifffi^jjii 
' the fold, «i4 A«A AmU (eftorhwdJa: tAefldfs; 

< yet f wiU pejoiee iti theLord^ i wiEhjoqr h iHeXSod 
' of my fklvatioQ ! ' O hhw faappf is^ it, wtm wa 
^perleace the taQM^n^cSg&a^oHufiaABgr ib^M 
able to look bad(i «fi^> U, anA fiad tfaffbiteernefi lad 
feymt; over^ <r liMCig^tod by titaie, bat thirfrttiit^ 
Qf it rem^aiog, and (feU^galherii^ (Eraigthl Oad 
affli^tioQy troJ?' &aflifi«dv ^parcs^tbemindrfbro* 
thers to follow, and mak^ theod botii more: to&rabh;^ 
and more ufefuL- Hewb(l>ba$fol%hft»«ttdfoiiiifi«9ilfo- 
ktioainOod, i»id(^ oaeaffli^lfQbjis^rfefraihedvbratfedy 
^pd arjnedforaoothaif^Mifaa^i heriroo^fooradl-tf* 
fraid of new andui^aKi^^'eneiidcs^ttecaiifehekackwtt 
v^err to find fure and efieftoaS ftfppoit. Theire it 
j^etbiagverynoUeaadanifBaief^i&^a^parlof tibe ' 
apoSAc i^aul's. cl^lcoorfi^ to the dUcrs^ of Ephbfiny. 
\riikb.rela4ssr to bi^ fuifeBiiger foe' the ggTpd, • AAtf 

- XK,. a2* 23;r M^ ' And aq«i^ bebM, tgO bettlid i» 
<. tbier fpitix. ntm Je»i61e9i^4iot te<y«4iig: At Magi 
Vthatfballtbe&lmeifchefe; fiH^esrttafith^HcdjKShQlb 
<. wlcxiiefleth io^evisry ci^y> %ifl%>;diat bonds mi af^ 

< flidioDS abideme. Bat Qotic'of t£^& t!bi0g$ ai0v<^ 
*.'ine; neUher count Imy li£s; deaf nntonkyfelfyfa 

< tbatLmigh^6j4<1iaiy<tPii^fe^widarJ0y^aiidth<}tt}«. 
^j^lflry w^hk;hl teiMeiiieckmdlof ti3t Loridr Jcfii^ !<» 
<. tofUfy' th4 gi^fpel of thid^graed of God. Leafinoc^ 
gprtbrougb either ertry kind of foffeic^ or ever j^ 
mad of benefit we may ceceiwe fron 1^; bnt ^wehavo 
the pkafuffft of fee'dig the fcttptQfe'&imdMbdtkiftilie 



f ta 7& OryHmU £/j^kn tmder 8er. 6. 
{M aod New Teflameot, bearing wito^ to the &« 
kitary ooofeqncnoe of affliJUoa. Thas David (ays, 
Pfid. csix. 67. ' Before I was affiaed, I went a- 
'ihay; but now have I kq>i tby word: and, yer. 

• 7t. It is good bx me that I have been affiled, 
f that I might learn thy fiatntes.' And the apolUc 
Pani» Rom. v. 3. ' And not only fi>, bat we glory 

* in tribobtions aUb, knowing that tribnlation work- 
< eth patieoce,' And fo certam is this tmth, tbat^ 
I am perfaaded, there is no (erioas exerdfed per- 
(on among us> bnt is wMling to ftrengthien the evi- 
dence by his own tefUmony* 

. I nay add, that the Lord deals very bountifully 
^th thofe to whom he gives the fanftified uie of 
Hidr merdes; when in general mercies have not led 
to iecnrity or {n-ide, hot to thankfohieTs, and even to 
a holy concern to improve them to the glory of God ; 
when great abundance of outward pofleffions has 
iK>t led to lenfuality, or prc^anity,. or hardnefi of 
iMart; but, on the contrary, to humility, ufefol. 
aefi, liberality; when a numerous or growing fami- 
ly, children ipringing upas olive plants round about 
the table, only fiU die parents with a tender concern 
to tr«n them up in the fear ofGod,andieafoDthdr 
yonugheartswidiearlyimpreffionsof religion ; when^ 
inftead of a fbolifh jeak>ufy or ambition to have your 
children more fumptuouflydieiled than others, your 
great care is to have them kept iiom the fociety of 
the vitious, and to have them no way behind tbe 
very beft accoo^Iiflied in every branch of ufefol 
knowledge; when you are fiivonred with the e^ 
Iheem and zSkSdm of others, and God enables yoo 
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to ijfijproire yoor influence by zeal and dlKgoDCe ia 
doing good. 

Theie are all fanAtfied mercies ; and, as the Lord 
deals boantifolly with thole on whom they are be^ 
flowed from time to time ; (b, in a^s of foldtnil 
Worifa^p, it is an unfpeakable happihefs, "wlien fucK 
iiews are taken of oar (late and fxtaation, and of the 
sfpeft of providence towards us, as fenre to confina 
and ftrengthcn every holy difpofition, and lead us id 
the paths of truth and righteoufneis. In the 

4. And laft place. The Lord hath dealt bountt^ 
fidfy with thofc whom he bath admitted to the mort 
intimate and ipiritual communion with himfelf; 
thofe whom he hath carried above the Iphcrc o^ 
temptation, filled them with fenfible joy in the Holy 
Ghoft here^ and earned defires after the complete 
and perpetual enjoyment of his prefence in heaveir. 
My brethren, it is no contemptible communion with 
God, when the foul is pOured out in penitential for- 
row, filled with hatred of fin, with a love of God's 
kws, or fubmiffion to his providence ; when the Spi-^ 
rft (hlnes with dearnefi either on commands or pro* 
mHes, and makes the heart approve and reft in them} 
but there are aUo (pedal happy ieafofts, when the be^ 
lever may be fiud to leave his nierdes, trials, fins^ 
and daties, altogether at a difiance, and to refoice hi 
Ibe contemplation of an infinite God. He is the 
proper objeA of the higheft efteem, and moA ardent 
love of every rcafonable creature; he is the imme- 
<&kte objeft of ddigixt and wonder to the odeiHol 
bbfis; and fomedmes he*voaehiafies fome dtgree of 
ibe like exalted joy even to the fidoss 00 cartb. IX 
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Hscm Jto 4)tY9 bem the ikfice of MoS», mtim b$ 
&JS, £xod. xxxiit. i8. * —I befeech theeibew fise 

* tixy glory/ And the fajme feems to have btgn the 
Imppy attainment of the difciples on ibe motmt df 
iransfigiiratioQ; of which lee ihe accoao^ Mattfaw 
Xirii. i«^-*^4. 'And after fix dgys^ Jefn^ takelfit 
' Peter, Jaipes^ ^nd John ho brother, aad brhagedi 
^ them up into an high moontaui ap^ t, and vat 

* transfigured before them, suod his face did ftdne a# 
^ the fo^ and h&s raiment \iras white as the Ughf i 
^ and^ behold, there appeared unto them Mcrfes and 
' Elias iaU^ing vi^h Jum. Then anAvered ^te|-> and 

* faid unto Jefus^ Lord, it is good for us to be heret 
^ If thsna wilt^ let as make here ^hree tabanade? i 
*4>%^ for thee, and One for Mofes, and one for £*> 

* lias.* The luftre of their Mailer's appearance, and 
what they heard of his intercourfewith the two $»- 
babUants of heaven, ihtms to haye made ihem quiie 
ifoi^et that they had any thing to do on earih j or; 
at leaft, maie them very unwilling to relurn to thde 
former flate. 

How. fhall I e^laia this^ or bring ic down 
theovvception of worldly A^enf , Perhaps it 19 wtpng 
to attempt it ; bot» left any (hoiAd |^ away, fpenk^ 
iQg: wiith cootemjK or ij»digpaii00 of tcomnwiok 
'with<3od, as extratagasceu^enibvilklm* aod follf»i 
fiiall take leave tofupport It by the foUo^iog UiolhaL* 
tion. 8un>0ie any of you were, as perhaps yoq 
have be^o, admitted to the fight of iome <e}iceedifkg 
firtnge and wooderfiii appearance in inatsik or art^ 
Ml not tUaibmethnes fill yon wiifa inexprcflifaU 
fiirpiile nd delist fwill it ]KK>^ a tididi q!iite&^ 
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i|ieiidyoiir8iteiitibat»aoytbiiig€Ue^ Yoorbuiiiiefiy 
CMPev fiensr lod other pieaibres, iirill be all forgocfctt 
fiir aftafan. Mow^ if tUs is die <;ai^ I define ta 
hBOw» whji the glory of the traeGod, <fifiK)Yered in 
Il9 word^ 4od iUiiihrated by Us S^if, oiay not, ci 
oog^toottobetbefobjeaof tbegieateftwooder,aiMl 
moft exalted pkarure, to thofe who truly k>ve him ) 
The truth is, dwm h feniodi to be4beo> that is far* 
^riiiogaAdaAoQiihiogt! botbia tbe oativeMd works 
p£God» 10 C3re»tiQo>ytov»dctiQe^aod redemptioo, that 
die oeiyihiog that binders us from dwelliog with 
delist QQ this great r^bjed, is the fiofuloefs of ooc 
aaiqrey which too Aroo^y prompts os to flee from 
Ilka. Whea tbo^rq Hm^ believer is freed from the 
I9frebe9fi<)|i» of giiil^i aod.gu^ to God, as bis Godf 
ia grsstitodQ aod doty» it isno wooder that he taftes 
a Jiltle of that uDfpeakable joy that is at bis right 
ha»L I doubfc not, hu maiiy will iay diis is true. 
O iei but the light of bis recoodled coaateoaoce 
Ihioe upOB aie, kt ms be bat free from the doubt, 
fnfptdoop flodftar. f^gBsfted by my fins, and hea- 
vm ¥KNiU immediately tb^jui to dawn opoa my 
iNdi 

. As intimate commimfeii with God may be laid to 
k^dowftfixaetbhigof heaventoeartht £> it aU 
v^fteaniestiie defiics oftbefiml from eardi to j 
teaveo. kis Mt only laiade \ipof faidi and coiv- 
loiylaiaoa in the prefi»t flate, batof hope,.whicb 
Iveatkes af t)pr f imber dife>veries in a (hM of greater 
yerfeftioQ. It jiot oofy iocreafes 4^e, but helps' 
oor coooepdoBS. Tlie(bid,ifImayipeakfiHcIimba 
M 10 tliefiffliau^ fif piefsiit aa^oymat^ that it ^ 
V 0^3 
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fie the futlier into iwliatAiUreiiuuiit. It&jrs, mah 
«««» if fiich the gbrf Md Jiiike of Ibe Qoier cont^ 
what ttoA he tbeunvatlad fpieodcmc of tiie Uy^dT 
lK>fi68. Yob fix ifae ipoMe (!anl nlaket thit mtk 
of oooiparativa reflofUoot, i Cor. xuL j>,«.*».ig, 
« For mn kaom 'm part; and wc prophafy io part; 
^ bttt wheo chat which it perfeA is com^ then that 

• which it io part fluU be done away. Wbcolwaa 
^ a chiM, I Ipake at a chtid, I iioderftood at ^ chiUt, 
^ I thought at ft <Mld} bat# whctt^l beeane a man, 

• I pot away childiOi tbingt: forMWweftelte>9^ 
^aglafidarkly; battheeftoetofaoes nowlioiow 
^ in part, bat then ftail I know ef en at alio I aflft 
^ known, i Jcha iii. 7t — And it doth not yet appear 
<<whatweftttH be; bnt we know, that when hefttB 
< appear, we fliall be Bfee him; for we fhaU ko hiaa 
« at he it.' 

Alat! my bretlireo, Am, intimaie conmnaloft 
with<jod Ihoakl be fe rare, and that fe few of na^ 
ihonfd attain to die di^fiitonof theibpoftle cftfafe 
Gentaet, whodefired < todt^Mt and tobewitbChiiA, 
« wMch is far better.* Let nt be aftuMnedof iw^ 
Surely many of us have tafted a good deal, and laefr 
kigood deal more ef the wmily of (he World.whicb 
ought to wean onr aiftASoBs from It., Ifappy» hap^ 
pj theyf whocannfii ihe langnage-nf tfaenpofl*ii» 
the f^hirtppians, Phil. SH. a6^ai. ^ffar •QrAoam^- 
^ fation is in heaven, from whence atfo we to^iiBV 

• the SaVionr, the Lord JelbT Chrlft^ wto flmft 
« change bur vile body, Aat it may be^f&flafeoed Miif 
' unto his glerioos body, according to the wcakk^ 
^ whereby he It able even t^^hlbiiaptSi 



.< himfetf. Aodi llttt^ ti. s 3. ' Lookiig for iluut ]>k^ 
/ t^hofti. aad idle j^oeiotts s^^peurmg of the geeac 

4wbC; jfidto as iMuiyfts faftre faoeo fc, Audy I aqi 
wanramcd to bf.tt^Lord itUi dealt AoimttfttejmM 

10 czpiaia tlic tepprt of tbe Pftl«rift^refetotk)o, « 
Jms ^siborfatioa to Ids oiim £»]» wfakh ik'mih^ 
^me fitasiaw Mght la imteaiTp £i9^r8 wf^ab!^ #^ 

j^y, 4ASi( i^ jrt<Q)«esiti0 fofgrl fai»ao]iicf]r sad tee, 
mA S^t^ bifloffidf id tfait A«t« c^ tfaattmAhaaAvf 
10 wiikk he Mfas lumpily bfougltt hy tiir frimjncft rf 
P^ovickttcc; boi lk>ttgb, 00 doaW^ tfais nuiy ht 
coofidered as, b past* tbe ffieanhig of tbe i»^ds/t 
«csiinot dd^k it is ihe Mrb^io. h would be doing 
«lie9t iw»ry to tlie^bc^ Pttq^, so %poie4hftt he 
i»ss,jiot csoried tap#ard> i» bk ttifwa^ 10 the Author 
0f his i«a, or toGoi himfei^ ^ the reft crfhis fouf. 
fTbc whole ptikoL, ndced, breathes his piety and gral 
tirade to £M; aadbisdeikeoF idlifyiflg it by^'e*- 
Jtfryjproperaodaixaepisabkexptvffioii. TaKogtbe 
Wwdt. AfiTtfofi?. iftthis Ught, we ikiay fttppoTe th«sm 
^i^bofiytbefbHowiagpaftictflarst • 
: ift Aetsm* and give ^ praiTe where \t is tfne ; 
and humbly acknowledge God as the author of thy 
jmercks. . He b?d, as we fee by the preceding ver- 
iest e»KftIyIm|^l^odbe^fromGodiahisdi^^ 
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SDdy BOW, de&vs to coofeft ibtc it came from no o« 
tter quarter. ^fic9ieauoooSk^t€adf tofaHhidkb 
jNotiOttfaw; fimctiBies wt look vpaa the outward 
tteails and fMibleisftriMBeiittof oerdeSvcnooe, and 
^getthefopreiiieDifpolerofallevefitSi wfaoeoif* 
ploys tlieni» direAs them, and blefies them. Some^ 
tiines we embiace the mercy itfdf with to modi coor- 
piacency, that we forget both oor former neceffiiy^ 
and the author of our deliverance* In oppoiition to 
teth'tkefe, It is bur iadii^Kibie 4mf, m aieribe e- 
tnery aaercy we receive, and every d^veraace widk 
whkh we ave fkvoored, to God, as its proper an* 
ftor, and to offisr him die trSiate of pnife, and to 
hleft his name for ever. James i. 17. *£viery good 

* g^t, and every perfeft gift is from above, and com* 
« edi down from the Father of lights.' I admire^ 
iMUer of fpeaiuog frequently found in faiptorey 
^here theldndoefiofaKn towards os is immediafee- 
iy aadexpreftiyattriboted to the agency of God, Genu 
mxxix. 21. * But the Lord was with ^ph, and 

* ihewed him OKrcy, and gave him favonr in the 

* %ht of the keeper of the priloo.' Ads vii. 9, icy. 
« And the patriarchs, moved widi envy, ibid Jole|rii 

* into Egypt; bat God was with him, and delivered 

* him out of all his affliftions, and gave him fisoor 
.« and wi£bm in die light of Pharaoh, Kkig of E* 
'gypt; and he made him eK>^^Borover£gypr, aad 

* all his houfe. Dan. i. 9. Now God tad brooglit 

* Daniei into favour and tender bve wiih the Prince 

* of the eunuchs.' 

How great a duty, and how imporUat a part ef 
tdH^txi, praife and tbantcfgiving to God 9^, may 



be ^ ln^^itery psJtgBi«tf the ji^y.ibipt«re,:boih it 
(be Wraf of precept a(4. evMifde^ Dent; krat tm 
f Wbffk tboo baft eaVieav^ ^ fiia»ikea«faoallak 
* bkfs the Lord liiy God, for xht gtsod bud wladi he 
t betb giv(^ ibte. Pfi(L cxitiL?i. t» 2, 3* « O give 
^'tJKttlUi MIQ ti^ Lorc)^ for beisgbod^ fiir Jtisvner* 
^«9«4»dm»ib&r cfer. O fite tkod^ wto the 
! Cod of gMis^, for k\$ merer «tafaRtii for evm 
<0 gitne «be«te «» tJbe Lord t£ lmi%i forlrii 

< meicgr e&divvlfa for tsrtx* P6i. cii. i, s, 3. 
« £]<& dbe Xar4» 6 fikj find, md flil tbM it 
'mdaome, biefsiiiBMyiadnk BkAtheLttdi 
f my foiiJ^ dod &ngel. oot oil; bt» beftefits$ ^^^ 
f for^veth ^ tUoe im^ittitks:; vAxa keiietk att 
^ iby <Hfeafe. £&L cxW« 1,2. I itiH tsaxA tbeej 
« my CM, O kEog; and I wiU bic6 thy unnefor t^ 

< rer ^ e?er, £«cry dgy iriUi bb& tfaee; wdl 

< Witt prtiife thy lUflie for arecagidewr*' ilad tkM 
this Khity :<nght' jiaiiicalarlyr t» (be dHU»rged 'iff 
Ibefe wbo bave bcco bigfaly&viiofed. of God toaflf 
pdpeft is terf piaia. Tboogtufae/gbry^jftGodtt 
the ftbjcA of balMlKiai jdoradoB, swd die coidtiftt 
oMrfeof biis bouoty^ the feib^ of babicual gt>it|I 
OOd^ yteliiew aadfpecmlaiKr^icti gjNre^ asitvwe, li 
Qgariiiriii^t flMi:add ilreBgdi •od.vigaiar to Ae fcit 
iH'tiltt ieto:emie; Oiir jpfadiesiott^t to bepeirdctthri 
lULWcIi as general; aod tboie who cbficve aod re^ 
4ocd the fpedjd inftaocet of diTkie mercy toward 
tbom^^iiiiiid a iobieis of beartinihisdoty^io^ivfaidi 
diejjiare fier&fl ftraiigen, vrbo fadafy diendieMsf 
"wltb aigeneral' and indiferiiiiioate adcoo^iriedgneiie 
of tiiedii^ bouaty. Masy of the ffalflit of I>a« 
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vUaivniOBOiiieiits of hisgradciidetfor pardciikr in- 
ieflK)fittoiHofpioridcnceinlmbchalf»aDdbc^ 
ticohr marks of reference to the time a&d dream* 
ibuicesofbisdiftrc6. 

I only add, upon dits fabjeA, that the Pfilmift 
might well &jf in this ienfe» Return unto thy reft^ 
mjffiids £9r a tesda smd aAQiooate ackno^edg- 
iQCttt of Che mercies of God» not only makes us £ad 
cfmr reft in him, hot makes his merdes reft with as; 
itincreales the iiveetnefsof every cond6ort;--*itparifies 
its nature ;— it pnoloogs its duration. — It incre^ die. 
iweetoeftof it : forthisi appeal to theexperienceofe- 
very duM of God. Do yooerortafte lb modi real de- 
fight inany mercy, aswbeo yon pouroatyoar heart td 
God in gnHstode for befiowing it ; even in giftsfrom 
men ive are ibmetxmes ftofible of a higher ?alae in 
Aem, on amount of the perfon who gave them, thaa 
any w<Mh they have in tbemiehres. Thishdds,in 
die flroi^^ manner, with regaord toGod; the more 
weretmn onr meraes in praife to the g^ver, the more 
we poAe6 them, and die greater ricbnefi we diico- 
ver ip them.-*-It alio purifies theur nature. Many 
inftances of dttiae goodneis regard oor flate and dr- 
(iomftaoces in the prefect life; they are the objeifts 
cf ftafiUe grattficatkm, as wdl as rdi^ns gratitude; 
Now, uriien we oMerve and cel^rate the Jcindnefi 
of him that beftows them, they not only ftrei^diea 
the body, but fanftify the fool. Is it not fometUng 
more tbm hardy outward provifton, when we &y 
with diePialmift, P&l. xxtii. 5. ' Thon prq;iareft a 
< table before me, in the prefence (^ mine enemies; 
' thott aflointeft my head with oil; my cup ruBoeth 
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< over?'-— ^Agato, it prolongs the daratioQ of our 
mercies. One of the cooTeqaeiices of .the weaknefi 
and imperfe&ioa of the prefait ftate, is, that we are 
ready foon to fprget omr merdeSy ftod to bfe the re- ' 
liih of them*- la how many inflances do we fiod^ 
that what gave us great and fenfibk pleafore at Rrtt, 
becomes, in time, habitual, and, at laft, indifferent 
fp us ? Now, praifing, and confeffing the goodaefi 
of God m them, ferves to .write them upon oar 
hearts ; to continue the fweetaels of common mer- 
cies ; and keep up the memory of iigndl mercies, or 
thofe of an extraordinary kind. Health, ftreogth/ 
provifion, and comfort, when they are not inteitupi- 
ed, are apt to be quite overlooked; but the daily' 
acknowledgment of divine gpodnefs, gt?cs us not 
only the pofleilion but the u(e of them. Signal mer* 
iics^ In time, flip out of the memory, but the more 
we have acknowledged them, t]sey will be the more 
eafUy recalled to remembrance. I have known in« 
fiances of pious perfons, apprinting fixed days of 
thank%iving for extraordinary dcliveraoces, which 
ferved to renew their ienfe of them, and gave them 
ibme d^ec, at leaft, of the &me joy and gratitude 
which they fdt when the event happened. Some 
alfo, by keeping a record in writing of the paths of 
divine providence toward them, are able to read them 
over at proper times in their order, to compare them 
tcgether, and thus, as it were, to have a rich feaft 
upon a whole life of mercies, the remembrance of 
many of which would othenxife have been effaced 

by time* 

2. This expreffion suy imply returning to God^ 
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f^ rhe'i:hyUmV^l^^q^imkr Sef. & 

MHldcfighEtii^ ia Vm aa coir iiid^QcUed God; and fe* 
prtfKporiioaaiiAhivi^iie& T^iskiBcleed^ereff 

alt osttRcird pofJefiOK^edeed voge&er. His outward 
pofl&ffioBaliafriiObVala^ but as-tltey fl&w from ir, 
^ kid back to ic Ht 6]^ iirttft tltePfidnrifi. P&I. 
ir. 6, 7r »• ' Tkerc be-aaoy tkft Taf , wlwy^^ffl fte^ 
>ii»aoTgoifd!? Loni, lift thou op tbcRght of thy 
^ ooaatemacs: tipon isr. Tkoo &a(t put gfadnefs m 
« flijr hsavt,. morr tfaaw ii> tlus titne tBat t&efr com* 
<- aod tbar vrioc io&caied. I will hoik ky me down 
*. in peace ao< fledp : far thocr Lord only makelt me 
«.diidt in fefety. P6». htidif. 45.-25. Sfevieithefer* 

< I am candanaUf wirh ttieer t&ou- bsfi Holden me 

< b| my rigbt hflod. Tbott^ fhaiit g\2!(fe me with thy 
* coaofi^and.aftenvsurditseiVe'metoglor^ Wbom 
' hafc I.in faetvro bntr thee? tfrd tfa'ere is- none* upoa 

< earth tiiat I defire btfMcs thee.* Nov, my bre- 
tbiWr this reft is freqoen^tly dlfturbed, and meets 
wc«th iatermpdoQ ia: dst ptefeur II& Sin is t&e difef 
Ginft^ iotcrmptibn; ii^raifas tfnititerpafing' cloudy 
and feparates hetwesa God and »: B^t it is al/b" 
feflietlmts itttenmptsd by a^Kdiony and diifrefles of 
variotts kinds. T&db^ two- caofes Hafe a mntaal^ re- 
lation; and a motual* inflbedce one npon another. 
AiHi£tkn6r bring; fin to rememlirance, and /in fquee- 
zes the bittereft- ingredients liiro the cup of afiifti, 
on ; fo that it fometimcs. becomes a cop cSf trembling; 
The believer is often ready t» miftaice the rod of 
fatherly eorrtaioo £br the eKBerminating flroke of 
avenging juftice; hence the bitter and heart melting 
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cooq^Iaiots ofrinan; of the chlMr^n of God. Job. vi. 
4,/,Fo? die arrows of the Ate^ty ;ire withia m^ 
« tbe poiipD ^Iwreof drieketh iqp» my lf«rit> the ter^ 

* rors of God do fet themlelve$ k vay ^ainft me. 
E6I, xUi 6, 7. * Okmy Gpti my foal Is: caft dawn 
^withiQ me: therefore inrill I remember thee firom 

* the }99d of Jordan,, and <^ the Hermonito^^ from 

* th«. hiUl Mizar^ Dciep CftUeth u»to deep at the aoife*' 
? of thy Vater^ipants-? ^11 thy waves, and thy biliows 

* are gooe over me.* Lam. iu; r, — -4. 1 am the man 
^\K\x^t halh feen affli£lioa by the rod of his wrath. 

' He bath led me and brought me into durkoe/s, bat ' 

* not into Kght. Surely againft me is he turned, bo 

* litftieA his band againft me all the day. My fle(h 
lasKl my ik!o hath he made old, he bath broken my 

* bones.* 

While'thi&contiaues, the believer is excluded from 
fakrdl; and indeed the more peace he can take ia 
^y thing, while at a diftance from God, fo much 
die "wocfie fign k is of his charafier; fo much the 
Biore fearful fymptom of his flate. But when the 
iasrd bath ioofened his bonds, lifted up his counte*' 
oande upon him, and gVven him peace, is it not pro* 
per ^d natural for hiin to fay, Return imto thy refl^ 
&myfiuly fir the Lsrd bath dealt hotmtifuUy witk 
th^\ When he hath leen the marks of diftinguilhing 
}pve4» his mercies; wkeix he hath tafted confola* 
tion nnder fuflering, or communion with God, ia 
p4ftb}ie or 10 (ecret, will not this difpofe him to reft 
i« God> to improve the happy feafon, and defircita 
tomltiUaAce? All thmgs elie are vain, and have prov^ 
ed their vaniiy, bin complete fatisfaftioa is here* 
R 
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I have no doubt, my brethren, that this is, if not 
the only, yet one of the chief fenfcs, in "which'we 
ought to underftand the(e words. Reft, you know» 
(bppofes labouri and even wearineis before. Reft 
tlfi) ieems to imply that which is the end of labour, 
or the defire of the weary. It alio fignifies that which 
is to continue, or that we wifh to continue without 
further change. In this ienfe it is ufed, P&l. cxxxii. 
8. and 14. * Arife, O Lord, mto thy reft, thou, and 
« the ark of thy ftrcngth. This is my reft for c- 

* ver ; here will I dwell ; for I have defired it : ' which * 
refers to the ark of the teftimony taking a fixed a- 
bode, and being no more carried about from place to 
place. The fame ienfe is conveyed to us by Heb. 
iv. 9. * There remaineth therefore a reft to the pco- 

• pie of God.' When, therefore, the Pfalmlft fays; 
Return unto thy reft^ myfouly it means that God, 
and bis favour, was his fupreme and ultimate de- 
fire, the very centre of his hope. Is it not (b with 
every real fervant of God ? All true religion points 
to, and ends in this. All religion, without this, is 
an empty form. And when we return to this, after 
any interruption, is it not like the diftrefled mariner, 
after having been driven about in a tempeftuous o« 
cean, and threatened every moment with deftruAioo 
by the rifing billows, at laft obtaining fight, and ea- 
tering with heart- felt joy into a haven of iecurity 
and.peace ? 

3. In the laft place, this expreffion implies a con- 
fidence and reliance on God for proteAion and feca- 
rity againft future dangers. This |eems oeccflary to 
the completenefs and perfeAion of any deliveraocOk 
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7he daiager may be warded ofFfor a fealbn ; if there 
is grauQd to fear its immediate or fpeedy return, the 
ftate i$ veiy precarious, and the comfort very imper- 
¥eA ; but th^fe who are delivered from fear of evil, 
and tbiok they can depend upon their defence and 
^uard, have received a deliverance indeed. * 

Mow, tins is the view which a believer is particu- 
larly kd to take of God, as bid fure and all-fuflici-^, 
cot help. He oonfiders the greatnefs of his poweri 
the operation of his providence, and the faithfulnels 
of his promife. {low often does the Pfalmift exprefs, 
in the moft triumphant manner, his dependence up- 
on God ? P&l. xviii. I, ii 3. « I will love thee, O 
f L^rd, my ftrengtb* The Lord is my rock^ and my 

* fQrtreis,.and my deliverer; my God, my ftrengtb, 
' in whom I will trnft ; my buckler, and the horn 
' of my falvation, and my high tower. I will call 
' npon the Lord, who is worthy to be praifed; & 
' ihall I be favedfsom inioe enemies. Nd. bui. ;, 
■* 6, 7. My ibnl,'wait thou only upon God; for my 
< expeAation is from him/ He only is my rock and 

* my ialvatbn ; he is my defence ; I ihall not be 

* moved. \^ God is my f^vatio^ and my glory ; 

* the rock of my ftrength, and my refuge is in God. 

* Pial. C3dvi. 5, 6. Happy is he that hath theGod of 

* Jacob for his help, whole Yifxpt is hi the Lord his 
^ God ; which made heaven and earth, the lea, and 
« all that therdn is, which keepetb truth for ever.' 

My brethren, this truft and dependence on God is 
a very confideraUe part of the pSt and comfort of 
the believer's fonir He is, on all hands, fnrrounded 
with cnames, liable to fufiferingi expofed to tempta*^ 
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tioo;!. The mon^ be koDWeth <d hio^, ^ ^nt 
|m feeb bi$ own iobereot weaki^fs 20^ mfoffici«> 
CQcy. But, ia God* he fees fuU Sttd ^deqiKbte prcnfr- 
jCoQ for all bis wants,. Pfid. xxxiV;. a 2. . .' The hcxA 
' redeefDetbthefoulofbisfervants; aodiiioneof tbem 
' • that truft iQ bhn (hall be defolate.* 
. Tbis trufl is alfo, in a. pankr^laff inaniiei:i jf^erat- 
ed» by reo^mbcjag ibe paft-go^^iie&i Pr bj n ^bift 
0f the recedt mercy of Go j. WebftK daUy tx|>m- 
cnoe of ouf own weaknefs aiul uoAeadiQeft to tbis rer 
^>ea« When our bopfcs m> m mj medfim M^ 
foiQted; wheOcahoiiti^^brcat^S MK^^affliSiofil 
vifit ijs, we gre ready tp yield 40 tbcKlari/uageflioas 
of fear and defpoadtoce; bioc wbca we cooteinpiUre 
;die great ,goodo6& of Godod ianoer.occafiflns^ aoflr 
whea we bs«e met whh any Ssgular. diaDifeAadoQ 
of his grice and &voQr, it ierves to fireDgtben out 
confideboc^ aod often, indeed, tocoyasr til witb'ft^e 
ferloxir bAbellefaodffiAruft. Oo tbe whole,! then, a 
Ixliever whd iimtatdi thcLffadinift la^tbis es^pref*- 
fion. Return into tiy.teJl^.O inyJindytuiyhcfiaff^C^ 
ed tD6y» «< Thop baft t&fbd. Otoyfoul* df the Icmng 
<< kindne&of God 1 he bath brought tbod oin of ^ep 
* wafers; -he hath ctifaBedr^y fears; be fa^ iet iby 
^* f6efclqidiii.rOGk;; behadL^clbblK^^didiyqgoia^^^ 
«< BI0&, bhiOal wkfA thod ^oqliidkidl iiibw:ea£ly 
^' thy ooofideiao^ was ifliaken i bbw prose thoB waA 
<^ to fink ufider affiiftio& ; and, ufOB every new trki; 
«^ totfaoibtUsipwer, anddiflruft'hisproOMfe. .ftut, 
^ Qow^ tettim otMD thyTelt^ [lay afide cby lear% 
^ wbidi Ixivts lb «idia^y an Mume both oq thy 



Ser. $• afinfi cfmetcms recriueJL 1 97 

' *' progrefi and comfort. Commit thy wajs to him, 
«« and he will briog thy deiires to pais*" 

I cpme now, in the laft phce, to make ibme prac- 
tical improv^meQt of what hath been laid : And, i/f^ 
From vi^hat hath beeo (aid, you may obferve one 
great branch of the fififulnefs of the world in gene- 
ral; forgetfttlneis of God; and unthankfulnefs for 
hia mercies. How little fenfe of the divine goodnefi 
is in the hearts of men ? how formal^ cold, and fror 
zen their language in praife I how languid their ea- 
deavours to ferve him, from whole indulgent hand 
every bleffing they enjoy flows ? One would think 
that here might be fbme hold even of worldly 
men, who have not wholly extinguifhed the light of 
Oiatural confcience. The greateft part of this dif« 
courfe has been direAed to tbofe of another charac- 
ter. Suffer me, now, to fpeak a little immediately 
to them. You are not infeniible to worldly comforts ; 
on the contrary, you love them too ardently; you 
feek them too eagerly; you indulge them coo libe- 
xally. Confldcr, I be&ech you, who it is that be« 
flowed them; who it is/ that, when he pteafeth, can 
blaft them to you, or withdraw them from you. O 
the blindnefs and infatuation of mortal men f How 
paffing and tranfitory are all created comforts ! how 
^rtain and fpeedy the approach of dea(th and judg- 
ment i Think what return you have made for all 
the goodnefs of God toward you from the womb e- 
¥cn till now. And let me beg every hearer to reco!- 
left bow far he ftands indebted to God for conti- 
wed health, for plentiful provifioni for remarkable 
K3 
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ddxveranceSy for early iQflro6tiofi» for provldentiai 
waroiogs. AodifGod, by his -Spirit, has railed corf- 
viAioDS ID your minds, or earnefUy pleaded with yoa 
la his gofpel, in ivhac a terrifyingliglit win dl this 
defpifed gooduefs appear, when you come to Ae 
brink of that gtilf which fcparatcs ybn fro© att eter- 
nal world, but, above all, when you appear before 
God in an unembodied ftate } It is my doty to fee 
this before you with plainnefs acrd fideltty; it is 
your prefent privilege,' that you hear the rfringstiiat 
belong to your everlafting peace. May God Kim* 
'ielf write them upon your hearts, and conftraio yoa 
to flee, by faith, to the blood of fprinkling, which 
ipeaketh better things than the blood of Abel. 

%dly^ Let me alfo befeech every ferious pcrfon, 
who now hears 'me, to confider how far he hath fin- 
ned agaioll God and his own comfort, by forgetting 
the goodnefs of God, both in commen and fpecial 
mercies. It is furprifing to think how Hltle We 
make confcience oF this duty, and even when it is re- 
membred in fbme meafure, in what a lifelefs, heart- 
lefs manner it is performed. . Hbw little proportion 
is therebetween the prayers of dillrefs, and thefongs 
of deliverance? how little fcnfe upon our minds of 
|he many gracious interpofitions of divine providence 
in our favour ? If he hath invited us to communiot 
with Vimfelf ; if he hath brought us Into the fecret 
chambers, and made his banner, ovet us to be love, 
how foon IS it forgotten ? how little defirc of its coni 
tinuance ? what faint endeavours to recover it i how 
little cou^ern to improve it? Strange, indeed, that 
fomei after tallmg of the heavenly mawift, SooM. 
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iibl fo oi^BBily aloBjgtog •&er.lhe.fldh*!pots tif S- 

. iB«c^dofoo aoc Qsk as jnach. aguoft inievoft and 
:amim» las.fcnir idkrty I Toixxgf^nm^cf^ b to lofe 
at;.iD|^eibaiiksi(DCi^ isito prefei^e aod ^.'m^ 
creafe it. It is a very common ittifbike for ibric^s 
jt^erfint lo ik bKOodtiig otver their lbrio>8r6y . and, 
Siy rirnt imeanSy «t oQce» to increafe tfaeii; fiiffitr- 
^tag^ and to prevent thmr deliyerancc. . 1 do. not 
.linawA more iifcfol-ditefii'ioa to inelandidy or ds- 
•jdCied/tHbriftiaofii tban'by a ddibecate £f&rt ofmund, 
Ami affinfe of duty* totRQoUeft» and ^Te4)rajfe ft> 
<3od for <the many •inenias'vhidi he faalh.beftoved 
ion tbem. This may be a happy mean of filen- 
idsg their complaiats, of ^tuiFniag^thei^de^.thdrar- 
-fcfiiniSy and givbig them ^beauty for afl^es^ libd oU 
*£0f joy for moimungi and4be:garment4»f praifefcftr 
>thE fpsrktjf Ihea'viods/ lanot thookiuInefB the ltd* 
frotemeiitQf mercies? andiisth notGodfsud, trohim 
th^ * liath fhall be given, and he ihall have more a- 
f bnodamly; and from bhn that hath not Aall be 
f* takcD'Sway^evmi that which be feemethio1nev« V 
. sSp^l fiiail doncliide/'witjb ofFeriag the ttxreeM- 
Joiirtiig diredfion^ totbofe who aretrnlyfehfihle of 
<he:goodnefe pf God* 

I. Be oiicdfiifpeft and vratchfiil \ ihoogb a thanks 
Ibl iTranie of ^sirit is of gveflt advantage,, both ibr 
^^riandification and peace, yetitjsiiot oiitof d» 
fe|idii>f itemptaidon; kt it not prodaccpnde^ ficu* 
^ity^ or ielf'ffiifficiency. It is an excellent direAioa 
ffita, bj the Piab&ift tan^a ja bligix fladon aadfi^ 



iperity, Pftl. iL x^ 'Serve the Lord with fear, and 

* rejoice with tiembliQg.' Take heed alfo, left it de- 
generate iato camal^od fiofoal joy, making yott reft 
vdth com^aoeaqr ia the creatore, iaftead of bemg 
led by it to |>}aee your delight and hapfuaeis ia the 
oochaogeaUe Creator. 

z. Be pablick-fpirited aad ufefol ; if the Lord hath 

dealt boaatifuUy with you, commend his&rvicet aad 

: ipeak to his praife. I'his was ofteo the re&hitioQ 

. and praAice of the pfaUnift David, Pfid. kvi. id. 

/ Come and hear,all ye that fear Qod, andlwiUd^- 

' dare what he bath done for my foal. P&L cxivu 

* Sf 6f 7. I will fpeak of the glorious honour of thy 

* majefty, and of thy wondrous works; and mea 

* ihall (peak' of the might of thy terrible a{ls; and I 
^ will declare thy grea€oe&. They (hall abundant- 

* ly utter the memory of thy great goodnefiy and 

* fhall fing of thy rtghteoufnefs.' Let me reooor- 
mend this particularly to Chrifttans of age and eac^ 
perience. It gi?es reiigioo a very di&ouraging a* 
(pcCi to younger perfons^ when fuch have nothing to 
utter but comj^aints. On the contrary, where cm 
we behold a more edifying fight, than aa aged per- 
fon ready to bear teAimony to the peace and comfore 
of true religion, dying by neceffity to the plea»» 
fnrcs and gaieties of time^ but Kfing above them oq 
the earaeft of his future inheritance; aod^inftead 
of a fretful fpirit arifing from the frailties of a tot- 
tering frame, preferving a chearfnlneis »id ierenity 
of mind, in the hope of a blefled reiurreftioih— *i 
imagine 1 hear fogte fay, oozing idoore trve; bu% 



<A»f • I %al o^t fee pti^fdb : ^Ifile tfothing bi im?; bat 
dA^ tff c^j^tft; Or ^oimds i>f fear. I Wierc ft 
isioViA ifi*; but yoia^avc nnftstken, of ifemrted 
Weffieioifig dP the e3fiiortdti6h.' Idid not srdvife /oa 
tti bo«ft «f yowKlf, but'tofpettkto the praiftof God. 
I bcJievc it is jgoo#, ininoft cafes^, torefift tlelpobd- 
iog fears, as fo many temptations, and fend them a- 
way,. as hmdercrs of yonr duty, without a reply. Or, 
snay I not joiUy fay, admitting the troth of all that 
you can advance^ againft yourfelves, is it not but fb 
much the more reafonabW, that you fliould fay, 
irith Jacob, Gen, xxxii. lo. * I am not worthy of 

* the kaft of ail the mercies, and of all the truth, 
< that thou haft (hewed unto thy iervant.* 

3, Be frequent and diligent in fecret prayer. This 
is the way to preferve your watchfulnefs, and to in- 
creafe your ufcf ulnefs. The more you converie with 
God in fecret, you will fpeak with the more judg- 
ment and profit to floen in publick. This is the 
way to difpoie of your complaints. What iignifies 
fepeating them to moi, who may defpifc you, and, 
at bed, can only pity you, when you may carry thenv 
to God, who can effe^ualiy help you ? Speak as 
fliudi ill of yourfelves to him as you pleafe ; but be 
k} juft as to fpeak honourably of him, and his fer* 
vice, to others who oonverfe with you. — ^Now, ma; 
the Lord fupply all your wants, from his riches in 
glory, by Cbrift Jefus. May he ^ve you the fanc- 
tified ttfe of every ftep of his providence, whether of 
flierqr or of trial. * May the God of peace, Heb. 

* juiL 2o» 21* that brought again from the dotd our 
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< Lord Jefus, that great Shqiherd foi ihe fhcejif 

< through the blood of the everUftiog ooveoaor^ 
^ make yoa perfef): m every. good wonjji^ to f}o hi# 

< will, workiag in you that which if welI*pleafiog 

< in his fight, through Jefus Chrift; to whom b« 
t glory for ever aud ever. Am^' 
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: , S E R M O N Vn. 

.A view of the glory of God humbling to 
the foul. 

. Job xlii. 5, 6. 

7 have heard of thee by the hearing rf the ear: but 
now mine eye Jeeth thee. Wherefore I abhor my* 
fi^i and repent in duft and qfhes. 

MY brethrefi, we can bave no experimental 
knowk<^e ; and, indeed, we have not mnch 
diftind knowledge at all' of the natnre of refigion* 
as it takes place among angels, and other intelligent 
beingSi who have kept their firft eftate, and never 
were polluted by fin. From fome things, however^ 
recorded in fcriptnre, we bave reafon to believe that 
they appear before God with the greateft lowlinefs 
and felf-abafement, that they are at all times deeply 
penetrated with a fenfe of the infinite difproportioQ 
between themielves, as derived, dependent, limited, 
imperfeA beings, and theetemal, immutable, omnipo- 
tent Jehovah. Thus, in the vifion of f (aiah, in the (Txth 
chapter of that book, ver. 1,2,3. ''^^ ^^ J^^ ^^^t 
* King Uzziah died, I (aw the Lord fitting upon » 
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< throne, high and lifted up» and his train filled the 
•tciDElc.^ ^bovtKfto(Hj.the%^iix^;5gt^^ 
et*dfix;««l«W yH^Jwa^fc car«|Alfti# £^^ 
« and with twain he covered his feet, and with twain 
' he did fly. And one cried unto another, and laid, 
' Holy, holy, holy i$ the Lord <rf Hoft^, the whole 
« earth isL foil of his glojcy.' , But, if 4:to is the c^e 
^di diefe exalted ancfhippyfpirtts, how daiich more 
maft a deep humiliation of mind be neceflary to us, 
who, by fin, have rendered ourfelves the joft objefts 
of divine wrath, and whofe hope k£ iaivation is 
founded only on the richearrf divine grace? We 
ought never ,tQ forgpt, that every i^ftfuvre of the fa- 
vour of God to man, Is not to be confidered a$ihe 
excrcife of goodnefs to .the worthy, nay, not meuely 
as bounty to the Aeedy, or help to the miierable, but 
mercy to the guilty. 

, F^ this F€afeQ> %% r<pefit0Q€eis,iieo6i&vy to every 
j(ii^Q^^:ioiQdrdier M> hi& tvcoudliatif^ ^^h God, fe 
t^ofcXhriftiaas pre&rve. the jaft^ft views of their 
ffefeot A^tf and tharaQer^arweUa» the* foundation 
^f thtir hopc^ wiiQ freqwently renew this lilatary 
exer^fclev I caooQl help &]|lngr fuither, thai ^fg 
9)dHe ^be ^xif<ift pr^^ifHon for the prcferviation of 
^eir i^.^a<d pw^e,. Vitho fcequentif waier that ten^ 
4er plai^ wiithi th« tcara of. pcmtei^l ^ttfi9^. Tl> 
2S\f^ ym \^ thi^ eft6rcif<^ and to point ^ui the pr&^* 
per g^ur^ of U,, I have chden to lafift a Bttte oat 
tb«& WQrdi^i.. in which you iee die effeft^ which a dtT- 
cover; of th<. glpr^ mi naa|e% of God had n^- 
bis fecvant }qixi I have, bcjcad of thee fy th heaping 
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(fthfi^dTi ^tti^ nm wofi €jiq fi^b fhfii. W^tfor^ 

fyjc intone difpf te t^t^^<;^^ Jo^ i^a^ hid friends, at« 
rtiQUgb, ^o dwb^ tb^ M^prc^B of th© tC2tf have an et 
nd^t reVil^ipQ Jtoli;. TN ooottroYerfy &oms pkiiit 
if tp hat p turo^ uppn thU ppi^t.. His fricud^ fiadt 
iQg him m c^p dlftrefe, under %bfi p^oft compltcttcd 
a^'^ioiv woaid fiteds have it, (bat m good «)» 
^uld )>€ (q ff a^vncuf ^po^ by a righteous God ; ftsid 
tfaerd^re tb?t his fprmer profdGiGiQ muft i\zre been 
tiypociitlctj aad falfe. T^is is endeat from the man^ 
POT in which Eiiph^z opqns the qbarge againft him» 
chap, IV. 6^ 7, 8, 9. * 1$ ppt this thy fear/ thy o6n* 

* fidencc;, thy hop€> aqd the oprightuefsof thy way^ ? 

* i^ei3)einber» I pray thee, vrbo ev^r perlflied, being 
« inaocent ? or wh^rc were the righteous €Ut off? 
< Even as I have feen, they that plow iniquity, and 

* fovi v^ickednefs,- reap the fame. By the blaft of 
SQod thef perifh, and by the breath qf his noiUilf 
« are they confajned.' In oppofitipn to this, JoJ) af* 
fcrts and mainu^ins his integrity in gf n^al^i^d, ynth* 
al, affirpa^ thw cq>lnioa \q be falfe ; for that God. in 
bis jqft and fpverdgn providence, bripgs aflRiftioii 
\K>th pn the righteous and the wicked. That this i? 
^c pr<^filion wWdi he all along endeavoure to fup- 
port, i$ plaio,.as from many other paflagps, fo partis 
^olarly froip chap, iic, ?2. • This ia cxoe thiqg, tberer 

* forq I faid it, ha d^ftroyeth the perfeft, 9ftd the 

* wicKed,' 

Thi^s (lood the matter, in difpnte, betvj^n Job 

^ndhif^friends; iniitrhichi though t^a^t gQQ4 Jpaflf 
S 
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hadfopported the truths on the fabjeA of divine pro- 
vidence;- yet, in the heat of the debate, and the an- 
gdifti of his own fufFerings, he had let fall ibme ex- 
prelfibns, not only of impatience, bnt of difrefpeft 
CO the conduA of the Lord his M^aker. For thefe 
he was firft reproved by Elihu, and afterwards, with 
unfpeakablc force and majefty, by God himfelf, who 
^erts the foverclgnty of his power, and the rightc- 
onfhdfs of his providence. On this difcovery of the 
glory of divine perfe^icn, thie fufferer was deeply 
hombied, and exprefTes a lenfe of his own vilenefs 
€nd folly« in the 4th and 5 th verfes of the fortieth 
chapter : * Behold, I am vile, what (hall I anfwer 

• thee ? I will lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once 

• have I fpoken, but I will not anfwer j yea, twice, 

• but I will proceed no further.* And, again, in the 
beginning of the forty-fecond chapter, concluding 
With the words of the text. 

It is not improbable, from the beginning of the 
thirty-eighth chapter, that it pleafed God togiv^Job 
fbme vjfible rcprefentation of his glory and omnipo- 
tence. This was not unnfual, in antient times, before 
the canon of the fcripture was clofed. But, no doubt, 
the difcovery which chiefly affcfted him was inward 
and fpiritual, carrying home; with irrefiftible force, 
the great truths which we ftill find recorded in at 
manner inimitably noble and fublime. I have heard cf 
ihee^ fays he, by the hearing of the ear ; hut new mine 
eyefeeth thee. This implies, that, as feeing gives a 
more diftinft, full, and fatisfying knowledge of any 
thing, than bearing of it only by the report of others, 
the UnpreiSons which he then had of the majefiy 
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sum} jloryiof Godii were far ftrodger thiin aby he had 
ever felt before. — Therefor ei^ fays he, I abhor^myfey\ 
It filled him with felf-lothing aad abhorrence* — And 
I repent in duji and ajbes. This is either, ia gehe- 
ral» a flrong expreffioa of deep peoiteoce and fonrow^ 
cf which dud and. aihcs wiere aotiently the figns^ 
pr, perhaps, it has a particular reference toihis pre^ 
Util QQile^abl^ a&d affli<5ked ftate, 'defcribed to chap.' 
li. 8. ' And he took hiin a pot(herd to fcrape him* 
\ felf witba] ; ^nd he fat down, among the aChes.' -As 
if he h3d faid, Lord, I am deeply lenfible of the e^ 
yil of every rafh word, of every rebellious thougbtl 
I copfe/s, that thop ha(l abided me in trutb aod 
faitfafalnefs; and that, in this low and defdate coa^. 
4itioa« it becomes me to lay my band upon my 
^ottth, and to repent of that guilt whidi would 
have f^Uy juAified thy providence in a AiU heavi^c 
|l.ro|c^,... ., . 

:p T^^ M^wd|t. thos explamed, prefeat to os:tlM3 ge-^ 
ceral and moft important truth, That a difopvcry oS 
the perfeAioQ, glory, and majefly of God, has a 
pow^ul influence in leading u$ to repentance ; and 
tbaube clesu:^ this diicQVidrjr ia^ the more fincerq 
vrtll.be WX ^p^t^€0, JiPd Jbe deepcrotir hmiiiiift^ 
ti0D. Ji^difo»urfiQg,fiir.ther 00 t)iis fiibjeA» at pre« 
$311^ I propofe, only, through divine a/Tiftance, 

,. I. To make Ibme oWerv$tlons, at once to illuf- 
\fA\ft aad coo&iD. the propofitlon above laid down,^ 
sis to tbi efife^l ofji (SbT^riSrvtry of thd glory of God^. 
Aodii&thc. . .J . ' ' .. 



n. A«d laft place, to Aakc foam phiaifalli^dv^ 
lamt •£ whar ihall be faid. 

i. Then, I am to make fcmc obftrYatldlls, atoftcfe 
to caiphln and txakfirai ihe propbikiofl joft tk&» IM 
dowil> as to the cffcft of a iKfco^ry of ffae glo»y tf 
Cod. Bur, before 'swe cuter on ^at Is pnodpafly 
iatcudod, I lixaft intreat your attcfiiiaii to ^ ftA- 
lowing prcKminary remarks: 

I. Thai this tntth «4fl hold equally certain id 
irfiatever ^way the difcotcry is aiade. It may pieafi 
ebd to m^fiifeft hirordf to his peopk Ui V^ differ 
kttit way^. Sometimes it may be ra a way whi>H3ri 
CT to part, ttik^aculouff, as In the carfe-of J<^, ife^i 
and fome others mentioned in fcrtptore; fometitnes 
by afi^fltog iJifpetrfations of providcrtcfe j ibmetttiieii 
by fab ordiaaheeSj or mflltuted worihip, aeebmpa^ 
nied with the operation of his Spirit; and (bmetttnef 
by tfan M ^Me, wittbut the help or accfeffiM di 
anyoutward iifttao. i 

' a. I hope it w8l not be ^hoogjit intfproper, Ibat^ 
fa reafotolng d^i the tttSn^e of a difcovery rf th^ 
^ary^tf^Sod/i'fodietiines bring in vVe^ Aim^MX^ 
ikiiisd ttikalfeftatioss g^teb lis )A 4he go^l <it die dK 
ylot^Ki^. lrbis/tobe>fili^idMld4»dt hetupf^ 
fed to mtike a part of what v^as ^ditlcovelied to JM^^ 
to whom that myftery, hid from ages and genera- 
Hods, abd only opaied ih iht fnlnefs of time,* %as 
¥^7 <^iciireijr,>tf ^ aH kQowp. But <to e9QKiD|dd; 
albrddd ti^<ih tbeitetct, k^ds ufa ro:o g;eii«ralit!roihi|> 
in the illuftratioo and application of whidH we »Jl^ 
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snake uie of all that is kaowa to us of the nature 
aad government of God. The 

3. And principal remark is, that, when I fpeak': 
of the influence of a difcovery of thie glory o^• 
God, I mean an internal and fpiritual difcovery, 
and not fach a knowledge as is merely (pecula* 
tlve, and reds in the underAanding, without de* 
fcending into the Iieart. There is a common dif- 
tiriftion to be met with in almoft every praftf- 
cial writer, between knowledge merely fpeculativei 
that fwims in the head, and praftical or faving . 
knowledge, that dwells in and governs the heart. . 
That there is fuch a diftinftion in faft, experience o- 
Kiges every man toconfefs: butit is extremely difi 
ficult to fpeak in a clear, and pfecife manner upon it; 
to tell wherein it confifti \ or to (how how thefe two^ 
forts of knowledge' differ otherwife, than by their ef- 
ftifts. Yet even to point out their radical difference; , 
fcems ncceflary to me, who propofe to (how the hap- 
py influence ^nd powerful effitacy of this know-- 
ledge, when it is of the right ldnd» 

For this purpofe, my brethren^ bepfeafed to ob- 
ferve, that a barren fpeculative -ktiowledgc of God, , 
is that whicb fixes chiefly on his natural pcrfeftions • ; 
or, if it befuppofed to take in fiich'as are moral, it- 
19 only to xeafon upon them as an objeft of Icience; 
but the true knowledge of Gdd,\is an inward and 
fpiritual difcovery of the amiablenefs and "fexcellence 
a his moral .perfeAions; or, to fpeak more in the 
fcripture ilylci to perceive that he is indeed * glOriou? 
VinUsiiolinefs. Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of 
^hoftsA This is the language ctf celcftial. adcfra*- 
S3: 
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tioD, of thofe who"* fee him as he is,and1cQow even 
* as they are knowa? The fame, la fome meafttte, is 
ihe View giveo to every real child of Cod on earth, and, 
alone, ferves todittlnguifti his chUdrea of every cankt 
and every degree of capacity, from others of an op- 
pofite chara<5er. Let me fuppofe a poor Chriftian, 
weak in underftanding, and unaffifted'by education, 
who is witnefs to any -extraordinary aft df divine 
power : for example, a thunder ftorm, feeming to 
rend the heavens afunder, and either laying fome an- 
ient and venerable pile in afties, or, perhaps, ftrik- 
ing fome perfons to death, ia a manner fwifier thaa 
thought; he is immediately affefted with a fenle 
of the fovereignty of the Lord of nature^ the holi- 
nefs of every part of his will, the duty 6i abfolute 
fiibjeftionin the creature, and the finfulnefs of every 
rebellious thought. But, above all, he is ftruck 
with a fenfe of the malignity of fin, which has in- 
troduced fo many natural evils, and, as it were, arm* 
ed the incenfed' elements in their Maker's caufe* 
Such a pcrfon, though he can exprcfs his thoughts 
but very poorly, nay, though he cait hhrdlyfpeak to 
others with coherence or cOnCflency, fees much 
inore of God, than he who can reafon on the plane- 
tary fyftem; who can trace the beauty, variety, and 
extent of the Creator's works, and \htti€e Infer the 
neceffity of a felf-exiflent, alnughf y, alid InteHigcrft 
firft caufe. The one may expatiate on theivondef* 
ful works, or the wife pufpofcs, of the Atltbtfr tif 
nature > the other feels and cobfefles lirm-Tbbe G'otf . 
Alas! my brethren, we fee too pftrDjihatrknbV- 
fcdge and hoUaefs icf q?, do not bVar|»r6porttetf(ii 



-to mio^F. Wekc^iiff'dA^ emmfiis of the gresii&» 
^^ittt^U^Kbaal' abiliite, ube iiot»1^4iataral tatlenH^ 
%d^g^<c^Mtaute^ift.0f •puvpoTes; for fuchl 
Tchtift ^l\;^ay«Tt<<k#fe,iiHeir fervliig od higher ^iid tiis^ 
•to addm atid'fei d^cke f(MSht, or t>srD iaoenfe «> 
Tiottian vanity .-*»--By a difcovery, then, ijf the pef- 
Ycftions, nwj^y, and glory of God, I underftaoB 
^begldrjsofhls^lDflaitefeolmefei; that hollnrfs ivfilch 
id infeparable frottei hrs^oilMi'e, Which Qttnt»m all his^ 
'Works, aDfd-io«Il^WsHraye; 

Th^fc'obfeJ^atibfea-fcdflg'premifixl, kt us no^ 
tottjider vihut ififritoce^a Mt&fcfy of the glory ^ 
ISod'hath in producing repentance, and Increafing 
liuiliHtty. And, in the 

- iy» Place, It hatb this^fftft, as ittehds to cort- 
'Vmcc tis of' fin, and, particnlarly, to bring -to Hght 
ihcfe iaaumeraWe evHs, which a deceitful lieart oft- 
'en, in a great meafnre, hides from its own view.. 
There is, if I may fpeak fo, a Kc^t and glory in the 
^refeBce of ^rod^ '^ich difeovcrs and expofes the 
H!»^)#ks of ^fkoefi. That a Yiew of the divine Mt- 
jcfty has a'ftri6ng teii<fency to give tis a deep fenfc of 
cfur ewnTmfdnefe, is plain frbm many fcripture ex- 
-afmples. That rf Job,' in our text, is one dfreftly in 
<poiiat. iWbthcr you have in Ife&h, ch. vi. 5. where 
nhc teSfsdS^a' of Itbe' prophet, on a tief<v of the dl- 
>tfie^glory, is, « Wo is me! for I^am undone; bc- 
'^'^attfe^I^nra ncum ef ^'nndican Kps, ^nd Indwell ib 
^ thetoWft of ft'pcopk^f dnikin Kjis: ibr'mhiecyes 
♦•h«ti^.fijtti theXing, *e Lord of hofts.' Another' 
inltiuitfe yofumay fee in the Apoftle John, who, up- 
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joanoer, doited of life, ihtougb e&ceflive fean. 
^ev. I 17. * Attd wbca 1 l^w him^jl fell at his feel: 
^ 09 dead.* The.oaly olher ioftwcai oi^QtioQ U of 
':thc apoftk Pester, vft^j .oa ihe^unnxpcjaed appeai> 
ance, or rather from a view of the power of Chrifl^ 
.laaoifefte^iu ^ miracley was ifnmediatelf ftrnck witb 
a feafe ofguilt, Luke v. 8; • Whea-Simon Peter faw 
* it, be fell down at JefustJoiee^ %i9g^ depart from 
/ me, for I am a fioful rnao^^O lA»d.' 

It is not difHcult to ezpi^ howsi viqff of the dir 
via^ boHQefs tends to diicover.aod to SiSkCt us with 
a &a(e of our. iinfulaefs* Nothing makes any qnalie' 
tjT appear ib (eofibly as avcomp^rifoa with its (^po» 
fite. The application of a.flf^htrale marks the 
obliqpiij of acrookfediiiiie; nap, it marks even. the - 
kafl.degree* ofjvaiiationi. wbic^ t>y a lefs accurate 
.trial would not have been dirpovered. Any jwece of 
deformity appears more.bideous and fliocking when 
.compared with perfcft beauty,. For the lame.rea* 
ion, a clear vjew of tbe.bojiue,($.of Gqd, and a feoie 
of his intimate pr«?ience wuhius,, tends tto bring {ia 
to-xeipembrance, as well as to q^ver m wath confu«» 
fion for. tbofe. fins^ . wiifcb before we were able to 
juAify, palliate, or conceal. We are.exprefsly aiTur- 
ed that our firA p^irents immediately; after eating the 
forbidden .fruit were feniib.le*of.th^r«gpilt, -and I 
cannot think. they were wholly ii^feafibleof the,om- 
nifcience^ndprnniprefence 9f Gqd«- Yetwei&id that 
their, fear greatly increa/ed (doubdds f rom a fenfe 
, of fin) when they heard God's voice in the gardeo^ 
Gen. iii.. 8» * And they heard the voif^e of the Lord 
;; God, wallui^in . tbc garden in t^c >w3^,ofc ^ il^|£ 
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* prefcncc of the Lord God amongft the erted^ of tfte 

' • T^ti iflay t^e la very phihi'dot! fimpte iHuilratlod 
tf thB ftom tbdiy tepeArtide, Are there not fome 

lAd, %beta!>5r*twfelves, or te ftdety'frfce them^ 
feli«$, jto«!fy'nfeijf'*df«4tir ^itw/ithd, to tflai^peafi 
Ml^, odlntoSitiiefti'ljrt!fa«)ttf i-etaibrie, a$ intlacetit, tf 
net JfaOrftble^r Btit lel'Ae f&iiie perf<!tts be carried 
iift> feb«f <^ptopabyi c^^ecklly teto the |>rerctite o^ 
mf^j^mmmtibt J*iety^ffgbv?ry,"^id they 

ttete- info^fei «iM'^ifefe«<!^^<>f^ffit?ri- "BctStldiis carriage. 
THe%«H?'i^«fcDd&i'df Ai(*a fcrfob cafries Inftatii 
lrrefiftikI^*«6dViitiofi %hh it, %y ittemg a conrpan^ 
«fti*ei^*e6^^ety^4fid 'pr8pH«iity* tt^ is to fey* 
^MdafL<i-eMs^%H%4ii4kto^ Sii^ctli^iii ^tt^iN 
ilHAJi^, ^tli^'tj^e^lf^kie^Wti^ht b^aihefinetfadH |tVeJ 
hi »s a rttfe-i*6r tiieyal coAAiA^ « tf^r tnetillHotiia 
•*M*#feyilttlftgitte'AdASftl»«rs% \ht prtfeftce of fwS 

• fcl i&aa «^ Qitt>/-rt5i«)«#iied*6t^ graWty aad Yirttie.'* 
Bttt^if d^e 9&ndet) "fird^iite'^ a ^ondf, te whoim 
ft^e «AB^M!f!tf;'if I'^y^f^ ^-tlvedi^^l^ 
mage ifp^>l^-fd»ifl^ UBsrefacei 
h^'ttydebgMM«i'V^tfl4&e^ eifl^^^a^fb^^rfkari 
fion of 'fte^red ^ftfekfe ^if fc *K)lf <Jdd; ••vrbo }st# 
^^t'Wercycfttlrittf tobelWW^iiqaity?' Whathlbelfe 
Ate iMaf ttert ttiVkes^'vtiMk&ltfeft flee llhe fccietyxtf 
Me'j^^od^as'iia^foiv-atitfilQftii^ (lie'lho^ghf$t>f €^ 
asr^itftelWiWlej* that iifa^itte r<*)ptafe-dMiraaer^f 
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' Depart from ns» for we de^eiioi tt^, Icoowkdgs 
* of thy w^ys/ . 

2. A di/coTcry of the glory of God ferves to poiot 
cot the evil of do, \hfi aggravafioDs of par.Ucolar 
fiosy and to take away the ejLcafes of the impc^ Lei 
us retnember what I obferved la a prec<^ipg fw^tgii 
this dlfconrfe, that it au]ft be a i^'^ffj of t^e^glp^ 
ry of the divioe holioeis ;; oot pQlx.a koowle4g^ f>|[ 
the true God, and uj^dfsrAaniKi^ what be isi but<j| 
view of his iofialte glory^^dbcKHty m beiog fuchv 
it moft oecedarily let the evil of fio ia the deareft 
^gbf, that all iio, as f^cb, ftrikfs iamediatdy a the 
very beiog and jperfe£lkm$.of. Qod^ . Wb^:tbj$ law 
of Qpd Aiews qs our iipsj^ we, may b(3 ready i^Qom.* 
plain of its ilridinefs^aod ieverity« and wUh to flip 
(Mir x^ckfr from under the yoke. . Qiit when we i^. 
thai the law conki not be othqr wife .than it is^ wUb* 
9UI; b^ing faulty J whfei> wctifc,i;h»t it is^Awg ©Uf. 
^t a fair traoibipt of the imr^p^rfeAioiis 9f Qnij^ 
|nd when we look up^^to th§ ^reat 9x34 bright oi^gi-. 
fal, it muft convince ^& that: all $a if a direfl <¥fP^ 
fitioa to the ^ture, aa .well ^s a/ifibeilioii agai^i^ the 
yill of God. ilf be is l^fimt^iy perfofl and g)ofipi|.%^ 
jm,wuft. be ri^finittf r ,b«cfelh afdi n^jn ii tite .ife 
man;€an,pkad fri:fi§*J^{W ij|ft|D<»|Off,4a^x4^ 
grc^i but be muA bklpheoie tbenatur^ and perfec-*^ 
lions of God^ to which it flands in oppofitbn. 

All men, iadoedvby nature^ are enemies .to God 
himielf, m their sniods^ by wi(;ked worksj and d^ey, 
hate hi^ ;aw> becj^ufe it is.fpif K«al,;u)4 purje., Tb^A 
|re,alfi> tpp,many in;tlv«'age,.wbp bavev^ryrdaxp- 
^piincipifs.aj to the distent and bt^igation. of, Aft 
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hw, and, of confequence, very flight thbughts of the' 
fcvil of fin. But a view of the glory of God reffifies; 
fLt'odce, thefe fatal errors, and Carries home fath con- 
▼i^ftion of the rights of the Creator, the obligation abd 
ibbjeftidn of the creatore, and the beauty and ex- 
cellence of that image which was ftaiged by fin, as 
forces US to adopt the language of the Holy Ghoft : 

• Hdw evil 'and' how bitttr a thing is it to depart from 

• the living God ! ' God grant that there may be 
many in this aflembly', who underftand and feel the 
force of this truth ! There is need, my brethren, to 
attend to it ; for all conviftions of fin, which do not 
proceed from this fburce,or do notHeccflarlly include 
this view, whatever pain or terror they may occafion, 
Vill prove empty aiid fruitleft at laft. Though there 
tn'ay be a flaviih fear of the power of God, unlefs 
there be a view of the infinite evil of fin, there can- 
not be any lafting and faving change. 

The fame view alfo points out the aggravation of 
particular fias. The more clearly wc underftand 
the nature of God, our relation to, and dependence 
npon him, the more will we perceive the aggrava- 
tion of every fin which burfts afunder thefe bonds. 
A view of the glory of God ttiuft either be general, or 
particular ; or, perhaps, for the moil part, there is a 
mixture of both. My meaning is, that when there is a 
difcovery of the glory of God in general, there is often, 
M the fame time, a peculiar and ftriking difplay of 
fome one attribute, of power, wifdom, juftice, or 
mercy. Now, how ftrongly does this imprefs upon 
the mind, a fenfe of the evil of thofc fins which flrike 
direftly agalnft that p^rrfeftion which happens to be 



2l6 JvkvftfthegJffryofGod Ser. yv 

Cbft \% tho Aroogcft poUif ^f view ? When a^jr £P 
jflay 4» gj^co pf . jbc owaUificQGii of God, \\(m 4oea it 
mal^e,^s kvSmok, qC tbe impietf aod fatly pF 4^er9t 
iiQs? Dao* ii. 47|. ' Tbe^Kigg aipilvrered 9^tp-{3^^ 
' nidi and iM% Of a truth it, Un ^a( yqi^r. Q^ifi ^ 

* Gqd Qf g«dsi» a^d a Lqi'd of luog^ a^d a sdvealeF 

* ©f feg-qis, Icdog thou couldeA iw«l thia foci^.^ 
Whea the powor of God Isioutde iR^ntft^, bow. does 
U. »^^vate the guilt of prefu^tiori^d.OQQi^acff ^ 
{fa. ,:Uv. 9. * Wo umo \am that Ari^^th v<|tl^ ^ 
' Maker: let the pptflierd ftrive with the potfiierdii 

* of the earth. Shall the day. fay to hVw tb^t fe- 
'^ihiooeth it, what laakeft tboo I or th}} work, he 

* hath DP hands?- 

Wlii^D the wifiJQcn of God ^is difpl^y^, doth ^kqi 
then all diftrnft appear 4)ighl; criminal ? Gkrghi ^vq 
not to fay with the PjGdmift, PfaL xxtM. i. ' TJh« 

* Lord is my light, and my fMvation, whom ftaJl I 

< fear ? tlieJUord is the ftrength of my^life, of whom 

< Ihall I he. afraid \ * When we have a vie:«r qf puf 
abfolntc dependence upon,, and unrpoakabhs oUiga^ 
tions-ip the divine bounty, what a fc«fe do^$ tbisigire 
ua of the fin of unthanhfnluQfs, a»d f^^rgetfulnefttif 
Cod ? Of bow many unhappy ieofnaUits may thi^ 
qomplaiut be made? Ife. i. 2, 3. * Hear, Oheavens| 
Vand gi«e car, O earth ; for the Lord bath fpofcen, \ 
'.have nouriftied and brongbt up children, apd they 

* have rolled agaioft me. The ox knpweth his 
« owner, and the afs his mafter^s crib j butlfrael doth 
\ not know, my people doth not copfider.' Wiihoui; 
any further enumeratioq, it will appear undeniable, 
th^t the dearer the difcovery of the glory of God» 



^«^ jMte imU^ ooeooiy the evtt «f fifr k gnml ap< "* 
pc8r»lte!t.efwf p^MTiiQttlavcriitejiiaft belo&ded'wiih 
i^yi^ aggmraitiaQy; I csuinot help meuttooiog hm, 
in a few. Df0i4$, .^tt tbil » l!he inunbdiate effea^ of 
a dtftd?er$! of ibfc glory of God, a« it (tiojn to jdbs 
Cbrift. The uDmenled^ unpacaUdadiove, ttaoifdl 
ted to fmodrs in tbc goTpd, gpeatlj aggravates tfedr 
kgratitude and nebelli0»« And the more that be** 
Ikxfiis tcOnSt upon their o«ni toddu£t; addcompaiv 
it wicirf far gcac&aod ooadetceafioofif their Redeemer^ 
*r»3iiathqrmoft^Aa''*^»^v«. end repent m 
4H^andaflkes. 

I oniy add, oa this head,, tbata ffifcowry of the 
i^ry of God takies away the encoies of the fianeri 
iiow uraoe iseQ ace to sxciife aod paffiate their fms» 
weaUlnow by expedeiuae. It is a l^ht feofeof the 
cvilofTio/ that leads ds'to eooiinit it; and there is 
fto ressfimto be fnrprt&d, if thSs^ joined with jelf* 
hkteveft, makes os ingentocis in forming an apology 
foe it aftes the commifflciA. Hence often ari& hard 
thoDgbts of the tbreatenings of God agai&A: &^ as 
faeete, Henbe alfo nbbeSieving thbugbts, which wilt 
iiM4udadi, that ever he will fulfil bis word, ofc tx£^ 
aMd due ih^oiteiied jitdgtatene. Bat a difco^^y of 
the g^ry of God, par^ohrli^of his infioitcf hoMn^fsi 
by (hewing die eidlof fin ia its^proper eoIoars,'ftop6 
i?ery month, drags the finner into the pi^fenceof 
Ub judge, and ilrips tbe gntlty criiainal of every 
v«hi.pfaff. Wie fee ptaicity, ia fhe cafe'Of Job, that 
he h^d^Tuch a view of the power^ dominion, and ab« 
£)lnte Ibrereignty of God, as pot him eatir^y to fi* 
lence, and coniFinced him, that there was no room 
T 
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^ for conteiidii:^; . no place for comporiibn between fe 

unequal (miift I call them) parties, God and mas^ 

Job xl. 4. * Behold I am vile; what (hall I aniwer 

* thee ? I ^11 lay my hand upon my flKmth.' 

. This right of ibverdgnty in God, and the dnty of 
abfidatey immediate* unconditional fobjeAion in the 
creatare, I find plainly and frequently efiabH(hed in 
icripture. It is, indeed, entirely in this ftyle, which 
may well be called the ftyle of the King of kings, 
that God (peaks to Job in the four chapters ixreced« 
ing that where my text lies. Though he is brought 
in fpeaking, to refolve a difficulty in providence; 
yet, you may obferve, he does net iay one word as 
to the juftice of his proceeding; but, under many of 
the ftrong^ ims^s, (ets forth his irreixftible power, 
chap, xxxviii. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, * Who is this that dark* 

* eneth couniel by words without knowledge? Gird 

< up now thy loins Hke a man ; for I will demand of 

* thee, and anfwer thou me. Where waft thou when 

* I laid the foundations of the earth f Declare, if 

* thon haft underftanding. Who hath laid the mea- 
^ fures thereof, if thou knoweft? orwhohathftretch* 
' ed the line upon it ? Whereupon are the fonn< 
^ dations thereof faftened ? or who laid the comer 

* ftope thereof?^ And, again, chap^ xJ. S, 9, 10, 
1 X. * Wilt thou alio dlfannul my judgment ? wilt 

* tl^ou condemn me, that thou mayeft be rigbreoas t 
« Haft thou an arm like God ? or canft thou thunder 

* with a voice like him ? Deck thyfelf now with ma- 

< jefty and excellency, and array thyielf wi th glory and 

< beauty. Caft abroad the rage of thy wrath : and 

< behold every one that is proud, and abafe him.' 
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The fovereigaty of God/ is Mrhalt, of all thing* 
eUe» fkmers, while they coDt'mue io that charafier/ 
aire leaft capabk of underftaading, and leaft willing 
to iubmit to. This is not to be wondered at; tie* 
caaie the very nature of fin confifls in calling off 
our aUegiancei aod^as far as in us lies, rejeAing the 
latfaority erf God. But, my brethren, a real difcore* 
ry (^ his glory» at once, raifes him to the throne, and 
hoiahles us at his footftool, and is, as if we heard 
a voice from heaven, addreited to us in the follow- 
ing ftriking words, Ifa. ii. lo, 1 1. ' Enter into the 
' rock, aod hide thee in the duft, for fear of th^ 
' Lord, and for the glory of his roajefiy. The lofty 
' looks of man fhall be humbled, and the haughti- 
' nefs of oaen (hall be bowed down ; and the Lord a« 
' lone (bail be exalted in that day.' One who hath fb 
known God, will perceive, that there can be no more 
proper reply to objedions, on the part of man, to 
the divine procedure, than that of the apoftle Paul, 
Rom. ix. 20. ' Nay, but, O man, who art thou that 
« repliefi againft God i * . 

3. A difcovery of the gtory of God ferves to point 

out the danger of fin. It is the hope of impunity, 

that emboldens the (inner to tran^refs, and to per- 

itfi in his tranfgreffions. For this reafon, we find 

the fariptures, ia general, attributing the impenitence 

of Unners to thefe two great iburces, ignorance and 

nnbelief, Pfal. xly. i. * The fool bath faid in his 

^ heart, there is no God. And, in ver. 4. Have all 

' die .workers of iniquity no knowledge ? ' that is to 

fay, fucfa bold rebellion in their conduft plainly di& 

covers the atbeUm of their hearts. To the lame pur« 

T a 



aao A VKV> (fth$ ghry tfCod 8er«^ 

fok, VM.X, II, 13. < He hath £iid 10 ifis heart, 

* God hath forgotten ; he hideth his face ; he ^91 

* nerer fee it.— —Wherefore doth the wicked coar 
' tcmn God i He hath faid la his heart* thou ^c 
^ not require it.' But a difcpver j of the divine glory^ 
at pace, defiroys the fbaadatioa of this flapid lecn* 
rity, and impious prefunaptioo. It realizes d^ Very 
being of God aiore than before^ as is phuoly iinpli« 
ed in the words of Job: / have heard cf thee witi 
ihi hearing.of the ears ha now mine eye feeth thee. 
It makes bis prefence fenfible, land teadies as, that 
' all things.are naked before him/ So tliat there is 
no hope of lying concealed. It fets before us his ho^ 
linefs and juftice; that he is of purer qres than td 
behold iniquity. So that, while his nature conti- 
nues the fame* the guilty and impenitent cannot poA 
ilbly obtain pardon. Ahove ali» it ietsbeCore ns tb^ 
terror of his power* which is infinite and boundleis; 
io that nothing can be more vain, than for the fin* 
ner to hope either to efcape or refift. 

Agreeably to all this, we find, that, in the holy 
£:rip^Qres* in which God hath been plea&d to make 
^ioUeif known toiosby external revelatioa. it is by 
a0erting» andy.^s it were^ dt^ilaymg, and producing 
to view, the glory of his infinite perfe£lioa*. that he 
endeavours to deter us. from fin, andaaanafe or en* 
com-agp us to du^. When God gave the law. to the 
childnea of lirad, he gave them, at the lame tiine^^ 
difplay of. his greataefi and majeAy in a very awfiil 
manner. To exppefs his ibvere^n authoitty, asd 
the abfolale propriety he had in tfaemi he sntmdu-* 
ces it.with.tbe(e.wordaj: ^I am theXord, tbyGod^ 
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* which brpught thee out of the laad of Egypt, out 
.' of the houfe of bondage.' You may alfo remetn- 
ber> how often, in appointing the feveral Mofaick 
.conftitoticms, thefe figniiicative words are repeated^ 
lam the Lord. In the fame manner, to impre(s his 
people with a fenfe of the evil of £vfXf as committed 
agaioft fuch a God, he declares his own abfolute do- 
mioioD, Mai. i. 14. *Bat curfed be the deceiver, 

* which bath in his flodc a male, and voweth and fa.- 

* crj£ceth to the Lord a corrupt thing; for I am ^ 
5 great King, faith the Lord of hods, and my name 
f Is dreadful among the heathen.' 

When be jvould give his people a deep convic- 
tion of the folly and danger of fecret jQns, he feta 
ioxxh his omniicience and omniprefence, Jer. xxiii^ 
33, 24. * Am I a God at hand, and not a God afar 

* off? Can any hide himielf in fecret places, that I 
.' fball not fee him I faith the Lord. Do not I fill 

* beayeo and earth ? faith the Lord.' When he 
wpold expre& the danger of obAinacy and diibbcdi^ 
eoce» be gives a veiy lively idea of his infinite power» 
Jer* V. 22. * Fear ye not me? faith the Lord: will 

* ye not tremble at my prcfence, which have placed 

* the land for the bovnd of the fea, by a perpetual 
' decree, that it cannot pa& it; and though the waire$ 
^ thefc<^ to& tbemlelves, yet can they not prevail; 
' though tbfy tore, yet caa they not pafs over it/ 
The very fame thing he doth to encourage the trul^ 
ti his own people, Ifa^ x£v. 6. * Thus (aith the 
' Lord, the King of Ifrad, and hts Redeemer, the. 

* \jatA of hofts, I am the firft, and I am the laft„ 
( »4bc£i4^ mc tb^e is no God.* Whe& he would 

- - T3 
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make usfenfibie, tbst, if we continae in fio, it is im- 
poffiblc for us to efcape punilhmcnt, what a terrible 
repreftniation does he give of his* drcadfdl and irre- 
fiftible vengeance? Prophcdesof Nah.i.5,6. «Thi 
< monntaios quake at him, and the hills melt/ and 

* the earth is bamt at his prefence, yea, the woric^ 

* and all that dwell therein. Who can ftand before 
« his faidignation? and who can abidb in thcfiettle* 
' nefs of bis anger ? his fnry is ponned ont like fire^ 
" and the rocks are throwh down by hhtt * 

* Thns we fee, that <5od, in fcriptirre, reveals Ac 
glory of his own nature, as the efibfltial means of re- 
Uraining us in the commiffioo of iin, or turning us 
from it; and plainly fuppofes, that nothing btit ig- 
norance of him can encourage finncrs in their rebel'- 
Son, Neither can it be denied, that when there is 
an inward and powerful difcovery of theft truths \6 
the mind, it muft lead us to repentance, and lay ul 
proftrate before his throne, in obedience and fubmif- 
ilon. Who, that knowcth the Almighty, will roH 
Upon the thick boflcs of his buckler ? or will iotra^ 
thcr ufe this dutifuMangilageof Job, chap.ix; a/3f, 
4, 5,6. • I knowit is fo of a truth ; but how Aoifld 
' man be juft with God ? If he will cohteflid with 

* him, he cannoranfwer him oneof a thouiand^ H6 
« is wife m hearf, and inigbty foftreiigtb: 'Whabath 

* hardened bimftif againA him, and halh prolpered ? 
' which removeth the mountains, and they k06# 

* not; which overturneth them in his anger', w^icb 
' fhaketh the earth out of her place, and the piHart 

* thereof tremble.' 

4. In the latt'place^ a view <^ A^ ^ifv^fJMf 
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tcoas to \^A us tarqjenlwfcdc/iskfetr forth hiljrf. 
£mte merely aiid affi>rds'eiidMirigeBiem toi< as well* 
^ft po'iats otlt the profit of ^epentaiise^ Juft arid pldu 
po^cboceptioois dFGodooiDac be g^vta^s^ witfaottit 
indadibg hfe great maty. This fcrigbt pcrfclMbh 
ftone; evm oa Moniit Skiav thtoujgjb'att tfae^teiroi^ 
t^tbatlegsddilpeofktioD^Ex)od.iBsxiiI. tS^jp; « Aod 
^ he>&idi I befeech thee, fliefw^be thf giopy.^ Ada 

* he faid, I wU makeallmy goodKft topafgbefovi 
« thee; aixli<willprodahntheiimxieef^Loidli^bf« 
^dite; aindl vfill begradoos to'Whoai I wyKbegm^ 

* dotts,! and WH fliew mctcy* on v?hbm I wffl Aie^ 
« fltencyi. Exbd. xxkiv^. 5, «i 7. « Ahd theLobdJrf. 
f ftanidedin^the clbild^ aild'Oo^ with liiii thtt-^ 

* and proclaimed the name of the LoiAv 'And' thb 
^tord' puffed by befbre hiih, Md j^ochimed, the 

* i-ordj the Lord Gbd, meitifdl and gracious, loiigi 
•'fufferiftg, iand* abundant id goodnefs and truth'^ 

* keeping ihercy for thoofands, forgiving iniquityi 
*%itfdtranrgrfeffioBi imdm/ Without the khdwledgfe 
rftfrfs amiafete'affriWute, all the other perfeftions oF 
Gdd'^oBlrfilgntfy Uttfe to bring us to tru^ rel)enti. 
iftcej ''With6ht tM^, they carry nothing in them but 
tumiixfcd- teti-or to thi' guilty. Without this, there^ 
fotej Aetotiliderafiocfbf his infiyiteholinefs alid pqt 
fHy, ht^ feflextbfe; jtiftfce, and almighty, power; 
^9^Mmj ferve tor drive us farther from him, by 
throwing trs into abfdtite defpair. But' when, to all 
A6 oAir perfcaiofis of feod, we join his infinite mer- 
^ti the^true knowledge of him ferves not only to de* 
^roy criminal prefumption, but to animate to duti; 
IwfnbmMion.- Thm? the Pfahnift^xprelles himfel? 
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fM. cxxK* 3f 4» ' If thou, Lord, (bouldeft mark i* 

• niqiiitiet, OXord, who (hall fland ? Bat there is 

• forgiveedi wUh thee« that thoa majreft be feared^^ 
Here you may ol;>ierve, diat, when he fays, * thert 
.« lis for^B^venefs with thee, that thoa mayeft be fear- 

• ed,' he not oidy means, that there is eacx>uragemeot 
.to (erve God,. but that his mercy itielf leads to that 
£lial reverence which is So eflfentiai a part of true pe^ 
niteoce. The greatnefs and mercy of God hctpi^y 
.oonfjvre in melting the heart of the ftntier. There 
4$ an exprefScn cif fingnlar beanty, Hof. iii. 5. ' Af^ 
^ terward ihall the chtldren of Ifrad return, .and 
.• fcek the. Lord, thejr God, add Dgvid, their King; 
< and (haH fear the Lord, and liis goodneTs, in the 

• latter, dayl,^ ' : . . 

' This leads me to obferve, that it is in the goTpel 
of onr Lord and Savionr, Jcfas Chrift, that we have 
the brighteft and cleared: difplay of divine mercy. It 
is in Chrift, that we have thg.true and fatfing difcovery 
of the glory and perfections' of God. And it is p^* 
ticul^rly in him, that we have an nniced illufiracbn^ 
adjoint difplay of greatnefi and goodnefs, pf ma<> 
jefiy and^mercy. In the andertaking of on? blefled 
Hedeemer, we have a very clear and afie£ling view of 
thofe perfeAions, that (hew the evil of iln, and the 
danger of the ikiner. Never did the heJiads of God 
Ihine brighter, or his hatred and indignatkm againft 
fin, appear with greater terror^ than when the fword 
of bis juftice was drawn out againfl the man vfho U 
hisfellonv. When God fwept away a polluted world 
by an univerfal deluge ; when he overthrew Sodom 
and Gomorrah by £re and brimftooe from he8Lvc»| 



jfbfn th^^aruli (fp^ed her itbiiad^i jud twBtl&onA 
«p Kmhi JJikXlm, USA Abtruti. Tfaeft ivew ^ei"* 
t\\Ac proofs of bk hatred of fm» of &e jtiftia; ^mfl 
bdioe& of blft oature* Yet were they, after all, but 
fnkM evkleDces, in -cotApmiSim of whak wow gi^oo", 
wbea^ ' hc$ ^irtio was in tbeibi^m of Gbd^ and thdoght 
« it not robbory to bd equal ^th God^^wai^ feotd 

* in filhioo a) a man, and l)ecaaie obsdksnc nnio 

* dealb, even the death of the aabJ 

But, at the bmc time, in this great «veat, hatfa^ife 
fiotinagnifiedlkts bvef Mom. v. S. *Bm God bcih 

* Q»niaiefKlod hit Inve towards ns, in dsit while mi 
f wele yet finners, Chtift (find for us/ Honr'AnO 
oe. dfink or ifeitk on iSbk un£irfhoit)aide Ibbjdftf 
Chrift Jefiis is the fruit of the Father's tTerlaftiDg 
love to finners of mankind. How great \bc giser ! 
how unfpeakable the gift ! bow mean and worchleis 
tbe pb}e^^ of tiis^love t God is love.: . Powers H^if- 
doin, holinefs, and juAice, ib^ne^ indeed, io the doct 
trine of thetrofs. But, above all, g^ace and mercy 
pt^vflul ' and reign through righceoufnefs satd 9ter» 

* uaA life/ What a meltitig view to ^very convin<ted 
fia«flri :Ztf!tk< xii. lo.' « — rThey ihall took UpiSI 
' sue, wimn iheyJ^nte jyeNed* and ^ (hall mootit 
<.t6r fatnik as ood that monrneth for his only iirfi, and 
^ (hall be in biiteffneTs for him, «^oae that is m Uu 
< terneis for his fiffi*bom.' Mull they not, vitlT 
Job^ siicr ilf^g{ves, mid refem in k&$f ania/bnt 
Th}» is a eircamAanite freK|iiieafely taken mocice of 
wiih regard to^ the ^pel ixmverts, Je^: kmtL 9^ 

* Tbeyvlball oHoe wiitb weepia^V and with fippH*) 
^cationa ilrilll Jead thdn.' Jer« v.^, ^.lii thofe days; 
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* and 10 that time, f«th the Lor4» the cUidrea of 

* Ifiid fhall come, they, and the childreQ of Jiidah 
^ together, gCMog aod weeping j they ihail go and 
' leek the Lord, their God. They (hall afk the way 
< to ZioD^ with their faces thitherWd, faying* Comei 
" and let us joia ourfelves to the Lord ia a perpe«^ 

* toal OQveaaat, that (hall oot be forgotten.' 1 (hall 
dofe this head, by addreiHog to you the words of 
God to the children of Ifrael, Joel ii. la, 13. 'There^ 

* fore alio now, f»th the Lord, turn ye even to me 

* with all yoqr heart, and with faftii^, and with 
' weqnng, and widi mouroing, and rent yoor heart; 
f and not. your garments, and turn unto the Lord 

* your God ; for he is gradous and merciful, flow to 
' anger, and of great kiodDefs, and repenteth him of 
\ the cTil/ 

I proceed, now, to make fome prafUcal improve* 
meat of what hath been faid. And, 

I . You may learA^ from this fubjefV, the force and 
meaning of thofe paflages of fcripture, in which the 
whole of religpoQ is imprefled by the knowledge of 
God. Thus, Prov. ix. 10. « The fear of the Lord 
f is the beginning of wiiHom ; and the knowledge^ 
' the holy is underftanding.' Thd fame thing is af* 
firmed by our blefTed Saviour, John xvii. 3. ' And 
' this is life eternal, that they might know thee, the 

* only true God, and Jefus Chrift, whom thou baft 

* fent.* On the other hand, wicked men are often 
defcribed by this fliort and expreffivediara&er, diat 
they know not God, as in a TheC I. %. * — 4n flam-' 
\ ing fire, taking vengeance 00 them that know not 
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* God.' The troth is, God is cithd: wholly mdcnowa^ 
or greatly miftaken by wicked men. Vont but his 
iervaats do truly fee bis glory; and the more they 
fee of hiffly the more they are aiEmilated to him. 
Thus the apoftle Paul defcribes cooverfioii ia the 
following terms, a Cor. vr. 6. * For God, who com* 
t manded the light to flitne out of darknefs, hath 
f ihined in ourhearts, to give the light of the know«» 

* ledge of the glory of God, in the face of Jefus 
^Chrift.* And, in the fame epiftle, diap. iii. i8. he 
thus describes the progrels of the Chriftian life, 'But 
' we ail, with open face, beholding, as in a glafi, the 

^ ' glory of the Lord, are changed into the fame image, 

* from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the 
•Lord.* 

. 2. From what hath been faid on this fubjcA, you 
may learn the great danger of a ftate of ignorance* 
If repentance, which is the beginning of true reli« 
g^on, takes its rife from a knowledge of the nature 
and perfe6t'ions of God, docs it not follow, that thofe 
who are groisly ignorant, are not only in a contemp*^ 
tible, but in a deplorable flate? that they muft be 
ftrangers to the power and praQice of religion, and» 
dying in that condition, muft perifli eternally > It ia 
much to be lamented, that even amongft us, who 
have the means of inftru Alon in fb great plenty, there 
are ftill many who continue grofsly ignorant. How 
inexculable are thofe parents, who do not make ooa« 
fbience of diligently training up their children in the 
knowledge of the things that belong to their eternal 
peace? I muft dibintreat all heads of families, whom 
God hath enabled to hire the labour of others, ieri* 
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psfly fgy thisk of tbe obltgaHon ^at Qes ^f(m tfreih^ 
to iaflvuft dfeir fervaots ia theprificipies of. r^gba/ 
^ not fuff^ aiiy ttiider tiieir roof to periih forladt 
of kno^i^ledge. Donot tblak ydo hfii« dooe enough, 
lisen: yoo have giiwn them food' and ^wiges, iFjoa 
whoUy ne^left th^ precious ibtds^' T do not ck-^ 
ft&. to prevail upon you, IsH^bfulIy to dSlcharge dxis 
duty, by' any ai^moits bur thofe drawn from Ae 
glory of Gody^id your own averlafling mtereili; bat 
I cannot help, at the ime lime, piming you in mind^ 
that it is nwy much for yonrtemperal'intereft'. £>e*^ 
pend upon ic, the more GonfcientiouQy yon difcfaarge 
yonr duty to them, the more hooeftly, dlKgently^ 
snd chearfuUy will they ferve you^ ft is very com- 
mon to hear complaints of the flothfulacfs, imfiiith- 
falnels, and infolencc of lervants ; but, if we ainfider, 
ferioufly, what belongs to the duty of a matter, there 
will befoond, perhaps, as many, and as great faults, qa 
this fide as oa the other. Itisfbrprifing, thatfbme&em 
to expert, in a poor nneducated aeature, all manner 
ofi decency of behaviour, 'fweetnefe of temper, inte^ 
grity, and diKgence, and are ready to ftorm tipoir th^ 
Icaft d^fe^ft, while, at the fame time, they (h<»r na 
tfkample in their own oondnA, but* of a viiible n^^ 
«ff duty both, to God and man. Oh ! my brethren, 
have pity oo the ignorant, efpectally the younger fort, 
who would learn, if they had teachers^ Ignorance la- 
always a (ecore, infenfible fbte. Tliey know no- 
tidfig^ and- therefore they fear nothing, Publlck in^ 
ilrn6l!on is, io a great meafure, ufeleis to thofe wba 
are not prepared for it by more femiliar teaching at 
hbme« Let minifters (peak never fb ^inly from 
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iHtkt poIfMt,' It !$ ftill to maa; of tbem a flrafige laa^ 
goage, ^vhlch they ()onot comprehend,' 
« • 3. From what hath been'faid oa this fubjcft, you 
wy fee the ncceffity of rcigeocration, or an inward 
change of heart, in order to real religion. You have 
heard above» that it is not a fpeculative knowledge of 
the nature and perfeOions of God» or underftanding. 
ivbat be i9> that leads to repentance, but a view dE 
Hs «xeeUeOc^ and amiablenefs^ as glorbns in his ho- 
Ivieft. This nQne<:ao[ have, but thofe who are in 
ftftQ^meaftire traasformed into thefame image. Hence 
it is, that wicked men do not cheriih, but avoid the 
iboughts of God. Hence it is, that extraordinary 
tokens of the divine power and.prefence, fignal judg- 
inents, and un^itpefted ftroke^ on themfelves, or their 
relatiop^ dlftnefs and terrify them, and bring them 
under a flaviih bondage for a little, but produce no 
love; no dcijre of union; no cordial fubmiflion. 
^ence alfq appears the foolKhnefs of that finful, but 
general propenfity in men, to aflc after a fign, and to 
d^firc that oth^r and di#crent evidence ibould be gi- 
ven them pf the truth of religion than God hath feen 
n^t. We hav$ an example of this in the parable of 
the rich man and Lazarus, recorded Luke xvi. to- 
wards the clofe. There the rich man is reprefent- 
ed, as intreating, that Lazartis might be ient to bis 
brethren for thdr warning. When Abraham refers 
them tQ the revealed will of God, Moftsatrf the pro- 
phets, he urges his requeft thus, ver.'30. * And he 

• faid, nay> father Abraham; but if one went unto 

* them from the dead, they will repent;' to which 
Ihe aafWcr is given immediately, * If they hear not 

U 
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* Mofes arid the prophets, neither will they be pcr- 

< fuadedy though one rofe from the dead/ 

There have been others, at different times, who 
bave defired fach extraordinary proofs; bat diey. 
wonld, of themfelves, be attended with no real be- 
nefit. Though yoa had been on Monnt Sinai with 
Mofes, it would have prodnced terror, but no other 
cfFeft, without a fpirilual difcovcry of the real glory 
of God. See Exod. xix. i6. * And it came to 
« pafs, on the third day, in the momii^, that there 
« were thunders, and lightnings, and a thick doud 

* upon the Mount, and the voice of the trumpet cx- 

< ceeding loud; (b that all the people that was in 

< the camp trembled.* And the feme book, chap. 
XX. 1 8, 19, * And all the people faw the thandringsi 

' « and the lightni0gs, and the noife of the trumpet, 

< and the mountain fmoking; aod when the people 

* faw it, they removed, and flood afar off: and they 
'* faid unto Mofes, fpeak thou with us, and we wiU 

* hear; but let not God fpeak with us, left we die.* 
Another evidence of the fame thing, nuay be taken 
from the cafe of devils and damned (pirits. They 
have, no doubt, a fenfible demonftration of the be* 
ing, and, probably, a very dear intelleftual know- 
ledge of the nature of God ; yet hath it not any ef- 
feft in changing their difpofitions : on the contrary, 
the more they know of him, who is fo oppofite to 
their temper, they hate him the more; it inflames 
their natural enmity, and makes it rage with double 
violence. This, I think, appears very plainly, both 
from the reafon of the thing, and from the follow- 
ing paflages of Icripture, Matth. viii. 29. it is /aid 



Scr. 7. . humbUng t9 thefmU aji 

of t^o (femoaiacks: * And behold they cried out, , 

* faying, what have we to do with thee, Jefus, thou 

* Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us 

* before the time ? Mark v. 6, 7. But when he faw 

* Jefus afa^ off, he ran and worshipped him, and cried 
< with a loudvace, and faid, what have I totlo.with 
\ thee, Jefus, thou Son of the mod high God? I ad- 

* jure thee by God, that thou torment me not/ And,' 
again, Mark ix. 20. • And they brought him unto 

* him; and, when he few him, ftraightway tlje fpi- 

* rit tare him, and he fell on the ground, and wallow- 

* ed, foanwng/ From which paflTages, we may per- 
ceive, agreeable to what has been obfcrved, that the 
}5re(ence of Chriil increaicd, at once, the rage and 
miiery of the unclean fpirirs. Let this excite us to 
pray, that it would pleafeGoJ to reveal himfelf to us 
by his Spirit, and give us the (aving knowledge of 
Vun, as he. is ' in Chriil Jefus reconciling the world 

* to himfelf.' 

4. Suffer me, on thisoccanon, (hor tly toaddrefs my- 
fclf to thofe, who are ftrangers to true religion. Let 
me befeech them, while they are yet in the way, and 
^rtulft the Spirit of God is driving with them, in hi« 
word and ordinances, to lay down the weapons of 
Aeir rebellion againft him, and to lay hold, by faith," 
on the atoning blood of Chrift for their reconcilia- 
tion and peace. Are there not ibme in this aflembly, 
who have yet no knowledge of God, but that which 
makes his fervice a burden, his Sabbaths a wearinefs,. 
and his people contemptible or odious? Are there 
ftot fome tender fpirits, who are paiBonate lovers of 
tW« prefeat world, but unable to bear the view of 
U a 
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inortaEc^ and mifery in thdr feUow-aeatiifes; who 
tremble at the gfoom of a church^yard, or buryk^ 
vaolr, aod torn pale as aihes at the £ght <^ a death's 
head» or aa open grave ? I befeech yon, my beloved 
bearers^ to join, with the terror of divme power, the 
fichet of divine grace ; and let both conftrain yoo tcy 
' acquaint yoarfelves with God» and be at peace/ 
' that thereby good pay come onto yoo/ I ktiow iKy 
way, by which yoo may avcnd meeting with the King 
of terrors, but you may iet him at defiance under 
tlic proteftioQ of the King of kings. There is ik> 
profit in forgetting, but there is both hwour and 
profit in conquering death. Some are unhappily fuc* 
cefsful, for a feaibn, in banishing every difinaf idea 
from their minds. The falfe and flattering plcaturcs 
of life ingrofs their attention, and intoxicate their 
minds, fiut, in a little time/ Behold the fupreme 
Judge ' Cometh with clouds, and every eye fhall fee 
' him, and they alfo which pierced him; and all kin- 
'. dreds of the earth (hall Wail becaufe of him/ He is 
now befcechiog you with tenderneis, and waiting on 
you with patience. Embrace, therefore, the happy 
ieafbn. * Kiis the Son, left he be angry, and^e pe* 

* ri(h from the way, when his wrath is kindled but a 

* little; blefled ace all they that, put their truft in 

* him.' 

5. In the laft place, you may fee the realbn why c* 
very truly good man, .the more he groweth in reli- 
gion, the more he groweth in humility. Growth ia 
religion implies, or carries in it, a growing difcovcry 
of the glory of God, as it fliinesin his works, his 
word^ his ordinances, his pn^videace.. Thisueo^ 
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iarily leads to lel£*aba(eineBt. O bow coatrar; to re* 
ligioQ is pride I Bot, above all others^ how abfurdf 
^rinaisialy iatokrable, is fpiritual pride ? What a proof 
of felf'igoorance, as weU as forgetfulnefs of Godl 
The firft views of a peoitent are fixed on the enor* 
laities of bis life j bat when theie are, in fome mea- 
fure, ful^duedy additional diicoveries of the glory of 
Cod biiDg forth the latent corruptions of his heart. 
What affeAipg complaints does that eminent, zealr 
pusy faithful mioiAer of ChrlA, the apoiUe Paul, 
mal(e ia tbe following well known pafTage, Rom. vii. 
i8. ' For I know that in me (that is, in my flefti) 

* dwelleth no good thmg: for to will is prefent with 

* me ; but how to perform that which is good, I find 
\ not. And ver. 23, 24. * But I fee another law in 
« my oiembers, warring againft the law of my mind» 

* and bringing me into captivity 10 the law of fin, 

* which is in my members. O wretched man tliat I 

* am ! who (hall deliver me from the body of this 

* death ? ' Nay, the cleared views which a believer 
can take of the riches of divine mercy through a Re- 
deemer, though they aSbrd unfpeakable confolation 
in God, tend al(b deeply to humble him, under a 
fcofe of his own unworthinefs. The doflrine of the 
crofs is not more refrefiiing to the broken in heart, 
than it is abafing to the proud; for it was chofen of 
God for this very purpofe * that no fle(h Ihould glory 

* in his prefence/ 

On the whole, my brethren, as you cannot live un- 
der die direftion of a better habitual principle, fo 
you caiinot prepare for any a6l of folemn worfhip 
more properlyj thaa by deep humility. To improve 
V 3 
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this difpofiticm, let me 'mtreat yon to make a ferions 
and impartial feirch into the fins yon have been 
gnilty of, in heart and conTeriation, by omiffion or 
commiiBon ; by negle£ltDg your dnty to God, or the 
ill performance of his worfhip, in pnbfick^ in family^ 
orinfecret; by ncgleftingyoui^ duty to your neigh- 
bour, to youriUves, to your relations; or dcHUg that 
"which is \yrong, by indulging, in any meafure, the 
• luft of the flefti, the luft of the eye, or the pride of 
« life.' To conclude all, you wili never have a more 
latisfying evidence, that your a6ls of vorihip, ordi* 
nary or more (blemn, have been acceptable to God» 
than if they ferve to clothe you with humility, and 
make yon adopt and reliih die words of Job in the 
text : / have heard rf thee by the hearing tf the ear / 
hut now mine eyejeeth thee. Wherefore I abhor wgr* 
f^y, and repent in dttjl and ajbes. 



SERMON Vm. 

The bappinefs of the faints in heaven* 

Rev, vii. 15, 

^Therefore are they before the throne rfGod^ andfervc 
him day and night in his temple. 

MY brethren, however great a degree of corrup- 
tion prevails at prefent in the vifible churclsy 
the very profeffion of every Chriftiao, implies a rc- 
nandation of the world, and a fixed hope of a better 
flate. His attendance upon the ordinances of God 
oa earth, is in order to fecure the pofleiBon, and pre- 
pare himielf for the enjoyoaent of the heavenly in« 
heritance. He confefleth that he is a Aranger and 
pilgrim b^the earth; that he Uves by faith^ and no< 
by fight. And, therefore, nothing can be more fust- 
83>]e to his chara&er; nothing more conducive to 
his comfort, than frequent views of the emjdoymetn 
and happinefi of the ipirits of juft men made per* 

fca. 

And, furely, this is a fnbjeft highly proper for out 
iBeditation on the evening of a communion Sabbath. 
Xb this.of^Sn^^c, you have bad tbc price pad for 
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Ibis glorioas inheritance fet befiore jron, by frmboKcal 
repreieotatioOy that your faith io, and hope of the 
pofleflim of it, might be the more confirmed. ^ 
the inftitution iifelf, as recorded by the apoftle Paul^ 
yon find he conneAs the commemoration of the fuf* 
feringSi and death of Chnft« with hisfecond appear* 
ance in glory» i Cor. %\. a6. * For, as often as ye 

< eax this bread, and drin]^ this cup, ye do (hefr&e 
« Lord's death till he come.' Nay, our Lord him- 
felf feems to have had his heart and his thoughts in 
heaven, when he left this memorial of his preience 
on earth, as appears from Matth. xxvi. 29. ' ButJ^ 

* fay unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this 

* fruit of the vine, until that day when I drink it 

* new with you in my Father's kingdom.' And, in- 
deed, we have his^own example in this firA canmn^r 
nion, wherein he himfelf was the adminiArator, foe 
following or conduding it with a meditation on the 
heavenly happinefs; for, before he rofe from it, he 
begins his excellent confolatory difcourfe in this man* 
Iter, Johnxiv. i, a. 'Let not your heart be tronbled; 

< ye believe in God, believe alio In me. In my Fst^ 

* ther's houfe are many manfions; if it were not fo^ 
^ I would have told you ; I go to prepare a place for 

* you.' 

It is true, indeed, my brethren, oor kpowledgeof 
the future glory of the faints, is, at pri^nt, extreme^ 
]y imperfefl, and mufi be {0, for wife leafoas^ while 
we continue in the body. There are, however, fe-^ 
Teral different views of it given in the word of God, 
highly worthy of our attention. Amongft others, this 
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eadfirvt Mm day ^ night in his ftmpk. That 
thefe words are to; be uodi:rft(>od of the fiints m 
beaven» and not of any glorioa^ period of the church 
on earth, or, if of this laft, maoifefiiy in allufion to 
the fonnefi I think is plain, both from what goe» 
tief<veiand what follows them ; which 1 ihaU read in 
coiine£lioQ« as all the explication of the text that ii 
aeoeflary* from.ver. 13. 'And one of the dderv 
' anfwered, faying unto me, what are theie which 

* are arrayed in white robes \ and whence came they ? 

* and I faid unto him, Sir, thou knoweO. And he 

* laid to me, thefe are they which came out of great 

* tribulation, and have wafted their robes, and mado 
•- them white in the blood Of the Lamb.' Thertfor4 
are they before the throne rfCod, andferve him day 
and night in his temple; * and he that iitceth on the 
' throne iball dwell among them ; they ihall hunger 
' no more, neither thiifl any more ; neither ihall the 

* funlightonthem^noranyheat: for the Lamb, which 
« is in the midft of the throne, fhall feed them, and 
< fhall kad them Qntoliviqg fountains of waters ; and 
*_ God ihall wipe away all tears from theur eyes/ 

What I propoTe from this paflage, at prelent, is, 
through divinie affiftanoe, to illuAratealittletoyou. 
tht^happiBd& of the iahus in |)erpetual communioa 
with God in his temple above | and then to make- 
Ibme improvement of the fubjeA, for your inftruc* 
tion and direAion while you continue here below. 

I. lo the firft place, then, I am to iUuftratea little 
to you the happioefs of the faints in perpetual com* 
jj^onioa with Gpd in bis temple above. And^ her<^ 
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oUenret that thoogh I have fiud perpetual commo- 
ftiott with God, aod did mean it of his immediate 
worihip and fervice» I did not intend to aflert* that 
tfaej are at 00 time empbyed in a different manner^ 
or in work which may be called by a different name. 
What variety of exerdie may be provided for their 
•oble and vigorous facoltieSy in the nature or worlu 
of God, we cannot pretend to know. As the angels 
are called * miniflriog fpirits» dnt forth to minifler to 
' them who are heirs of lalvation ; ' fo we know not 
how bi he may Ueis and dignify bis lamts, by em- 
ploying them in the adminiftration of fbme part of 
his extenfive dominion. But it is furcly juA^ to call 
their commumon with God in his worAitp perpe-' 
lual, both becanie of their frequent a£laai appUca*. 
tion to it, and becanie of that conftant adoration of 
foul which we muft fnppofe will accompany either' 
an invcfligation of the nature and works, or an eice*' 
COtion of the will of God. It is alfo well warranted 
by the expreffion in the text, andforvc him day and 
nigbt in Ms iimpk. Now, in order to illuflrate the 
worihip of the fiunts in heaven, wq may con£der it 
in two differents lights : Firft, As it is ktUmal and 
fpiritual. . Secondly, As it is sxtimal and/Oifiik. . i 
Firft, Let as confider the happlaeft of the iaints^: 
IB that part of their cdeftial worihip, which is inter* 
nai and ipiritnal ; and, in general, we muil frequent*, 
ly recal to our minds the imperfeAion of oor preient 
difcoveries, and remember, that < eye hath not (een, 
' nor car heard, nor hath it entered into the heart of 
* man to conceive what the Lord hath laid up fot- 
' them that love him/ There mayi for any thing 
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ive Know, be £ilcoveries, and, by confeqiieDce} afts 
ef voHhip, and dUpofitioos of mind correfixiading 
to tbeoi» inoK^j different in kind from any thing we 
-ire now capiable of, as well as higher in degree. Of 
thefe we mnft be abiblutely lilent : therefore, all that 
/hall fdlow upon this fnbjeA, is founded npon the 
foBowing remark, that whatever aAs of wor(hip we 
bavenoW any experience of, and by which we are 
ipttiated, ii to fpeak, into, and trained np for the 
emtdoymentof heaven, Ihall then be j>erformed to 
6r greater perfeftiooi and with infinitely greater 

joy. 

In order to the more diAinft confideration of this 
fabjeft, yon may oUenre, tbatall the afts of worflitp, 
of whicb .we are now capabk, may be reduced to the 
foocfoUbwiog kinds: Firft, A6h of adoration. Se^ 
condly. Of gratitude. Thirdly, Of dcfire. And, 
Fourthly, Of truft and fubjeftion. 

In the firft place, AAs of adoration. By thefe, as 
cEAinguifhed firom the others mendoned, I under- 
ftand the immediate contempiatibo of the glorious 
excellence cf the divine nature abd the exerdfe of 
thefe affefttpnB of ibul which cdrrefpond to it. The 
natiire of God is difcovered, and his glory eshibit- 
ed to view, in all his works, and in all his ways; 
And he is the proper objeA of the higheft efteaa, 
the deepeft admiration, and moft ardent love of f- 
viery reafonaUe creature, for what he is in himfelf, 
independent of ^ny iotereft they may have, or hope 
to have in his favour. Therefore it is the firft duty 
and chief end of man to give unto the Lord the glo- 
ry that is due imto his name. I know this is what 
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vOrldlT i>^^« ^^^ ^^^ "^ ^'^^ cannot nnderfland^ 
and therefore are apt to deride^ which is indeed the 
^e with refpeft t6 all the truths of God, ooafider- 
ed in ibeir fvU ext^t, and as.reftiog itpoa their 
proper foundation; the natural man cannot reodw 
them. But as it is the firft oonunandment of the 
^Wi * ThoQ (halt worfhip the Lord thy Qod, and 
<• bitn paly (halt thoo ferve;' fo it b the leading and 
the capital tirothy taught and repeated ia the laared 
Cffaclfl9» that all things 'weoe made for, that alt things 
QiaU finally tend to; and therefore 9II iiitel%eQt 
creatures ought, fupremely, to aim at the glory of 
God. This may be eafily fupported by unprejiidi* 
ced reafon; for what can be more jnft than 10 hard 
the higbell efteem of the higheA excellence, the 
d^epeft admiration of. bonndlefs and ^tle& perfec*' 
tfon; and a fnpreme loVe for what is infinheiy iuBi* 
able. It is wholly owing to the corruption of our 
Batore, that we are To little fenflble of the fin of ne* 
gl^!Ung this. And, indeed, a (hort and juft deforip* 
^on^ourcorrvpttOtn imay be giren^thus; it con£(is 
In dethroning Ck>d, and fetting up (elf to be honour* 
^, loved, ^nd (erved in his room. 
. BU^# my brethreia^ every real Chriftian has been 
recovered to a, view of this his firft obligation as a 
(;rCAtQt( $. knows, experimentally, whatit is, fupreme* 
ly, to honour the living and true God, and hath a pe« 
callv pleafure in the furvey and celebration of att 
his perfe^ions. All fuch rejoice in his dominion, 
and feel a fatisfa^lion in it, as infinitely right and fit, 
that the will of the Lord (hould be done. They 
join, in their manner, on earth, with the heavenly 
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l)q(i:s«as thtjs reprefenicij, Rev^ xi. 16, 1:7, •And 

* tlL§ four and tweoty ciders, which fat before God 
' QQ tbeir &aU, fdl upoa their faces, and wor/hip^ 

* pod GQd> fayiQgf we ^ve thee thanks, OLord God 
' Alpi2ghly» which art, and waft, and art to come^ 

* b€cau(e thoa haft taken to thee thy great power^ 

* and haft reigned. Rev. xlx. 6. And I heard, asiir 
' were«. the Toice of a great mnltitode, and as the 
^. voM2^ of many waters, and as the voice of mighty 
*, tbuodriags, faying. Alleluia ; for the Lord God om« 
\ Qipotent reigneth.' But how incomparably more 
{{esfeA, and more joyfal, their adoration of God; 
wftien they are come into his prelence ! then the veil 
fhall be drawn afide ; they (hail * fee him face to 

* face ; * they fhall * know, even as they are known.* 
Inftead of thefe comparatively obfcnre hints and in« 
tiniatioQS» which they now have of his glory, then* 
the whole extenfive plan of providence, of which 
they now fee only a fmall detached part, fhall be o- 
peoed. to their view: then fhall they fee the over* 
throw and fubje£Hofi of the pride, and arrogance, 
and boafted' wifSom of man, ' which n fooli(hne{» 

* with God;' and the bleffcd, happy iiTue, of thefe 
various trials of the people of God, which formerly 
gave them fo many anxious and diftruftful thoughts^ 
^iit. why do I mention particulars, when all the ^f- 
&A&of creating (kill, all the fruits of fupporting^od 
preferving goodnefa, (hall be laid before them ? 

. And. is there not fome lover of Chrift faying, here, 
within himfelf, why. do you not mention the my* 
fiery of redemption, 'Godmamfefted in theflefh:* 

ia this the glory of God eminently (hines, his one- 
X 
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qualled/his uorivalled glory. That this, as the 
ivork of God, (though we can hardly keep our own 
cooceras out of view) (hall be the particular theme 
of celeftial praile, is Dot to be doubted, and is evi* 
dent from hence, that Chrift, as the objeA of wor- 
(hip, is reprefented, as appearing there like a Lamb 
that had been flain. 

Once more, as the church of God, at preient, is 
the mean of illuilrating his wifdom to principalities 
and powers, or to the angelick hofts, which we leam 
fcpm Eph. ill. lo. 'To the intent that, now, unto 
' the principalities and powers, in heavenly places, 
' might be known by the chnrch the manifold wff- 
< dom of God;' {q the order and government of 
thefe fuperior intelligences ihall be opened to the 
view of the faints in glory. In the profpeft of all 

* this, they fhall fay, Rev. xv. 3. < — Great and 
« marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty ; 

* juft and true are thy ways, thou King of faints.* 
With what exultation of foul, then, with what fer- 
vour of adoring wonder, and admiring lov^ /hall 
they celebrate the divine glory ! As they /hali be 
wholly freed from every degree of finful and felfifti 
bias, they (hall feel the cleareft convi£lion of the o- 
I^UgQtion of their duty, and difchaige it by a free, un- 
conftrained impulfe of foul : for the fame reaibn, 
the pleafure arifmg from it will be fo much the more 
pure and unmixed, that it is not aimed at on its own 
account, nor purchafed by any compliance that might 
but ieem to have a mercenary view. 

In the fecond place. Let us confider the celefttal 
wor(hip, as confifting in a^s of gratitude and praj/e« 
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AjoA, here> obferve, that though I have coiSfidered 
the diiiaterefted love of Gbd| and the humble adora* 
don of his own matchlefs Inherent excellence, as firft 
both in order and dignity^ which it ought to be» 
this does not take away, or fuperfede a£lsof thankf* 
giving, but rather lays the juflefl and nobled foun- 
dationfor their eaierdfe; becaufeitfabjedlsthecrea^ 
ture to the Creator; keeps its dependence and obe« 
dience coatiniiaily in view, and greatly inhances the 
favours befiowedi>y fuch a hand, and upon fuch ob- 
jeAs. -Gratitude for the goodnefs of God, is what, 
furdy, we may have ibme concepticm of, even in this 
ftate, in which he loads us with his benefits, and in 
which every iBoment of our continuance is a proof 
and evidence of his patience and forbearance. The 
faints efpecialiy, who have learned not only to di- 
fcern and confefs the hand that fufiains them, but 
to acknowledge God, as the God of their falvatioo, 
muft underftand what it is to pi aife him for bis mer- 
cies. 

But how much louder muft the voice oC praift 
be in heaven than in earth ? The mercies for which 
they give praiie are incomparably greater; fo is alfo 
the uniformity and lecority of their pofleflioh. What 
is the richeft and moft gorgeous attire, the moft 
fumptuous and delicate fare, which this world can 
afford, compared with thoie rivers of pleafures which 
are at God*s right hand ? How impeifeft are all the 
enjoyments of tbb ftate, by reaibn of the foiiering^ 
and forrows that are minted with them ? We are 
apt to envy one another through ignorance; bat tbf 
QUO livetfa not on earth, who hath aot fome forrowi- 
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toallty.hisprofpierity, glc^, perhaps, for a fe^ 
mottCQCSt wbcQ the miod is ingrofled, a&d» as it verev 
Inttiiicate witli fome late acquifidon* Our prefeat 
cbaraQer b fuch as doth not admit of perfed hap^ 
pioefs. Here muft be the fire of afBiftxon to purge a* 
vay thedroTsof iio. Bot» in the world tocome, tbehap 
^oefs of the ^ats Is perfedl and Qiimixed'yf or die peo* 
pie (hall be all righteous. So it is &id» in the wordi 
immediately foUowiog the text ; * They Siall hunger 

* tto more, neither thirft any more, neither (hall the 

* fun light on tfaem» nor any heat. And, Rev. 7^. 
3, 4* * And I beard a great voice out of heaven, &y« 

* ittg. Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men^ 

* and be wiil dwell with them, and tlury IhaH be hid 
' people, uiA God hlmfi^ fiiatt be with them, und 
' be their God: and God (hall wipe away all tears 
^ from thdr eyes ; smd there fliaD be no more deaths 
f aeither ibrrow, nor crying, neither (hall there be 
' tmy more paia; for the foriner things are pafled » 

* way.* The precarloufnefs of our prefent enjoy* 
ttoirs greatly diniinilhes their Tialue ; they are vtry 
uncertain in their own ocature, and our coQtinuaiit}^ 
with them is equally fe. But, in heawen, there fliaU 
be no more death, the inhflA>itant$ (hall go no mofe 
out; and their enjoyments ftali be fuch as Oaa net* 
tfaer wafte nor change. How «uA{maled» then, muft 
be the praifes of the higher houfir, efpedaUy Svhea 
the relfeAion upon the wretdiednefs and'pre<jarioui> 
ae& of their paft ftate moft fo greatly improve liaeir 
lenfe of the ikhes and fecnrity of the profenit ? Let 
me (bppofe a cafe, whic^h, indeed^ bappcfis ev^ d^ 
though the eff^ of it is not fully di£^aUe by usf 
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foppole a poor Chriftiao> perhaps, poor ia this world, 
but certainly poor in fplrit, who hath loog (Iruggled 
With the evils of life> who hath patiently endured the 
infulting language, and difdainful eye, of the proud 
and proiperous, nay, which is far worie, hath beea 
diflrefled with many anxious fears concerning his 
own future date ; fuch an one, taken from the world, 
how axxuoing, how blefTed the change! from aa 
^ ^arthlj cottage, to a throne of glory ; from a defpit 

mg world, to an approving God ; from a frail, diieaf- 
ed, dying body, to everlafliog ftrength, and unde- 
caying beauty ! how muA bis mouth be filled with 
praifes, when the days of his mourning are for ever 
ended ^ 

But that which efpecially ferves to enliven the 
praifes of. the faints in heaven is,^ their fenfe of their 
own unworlbiaefs as finners: this it is which makes 
all the gifts of God of fevenfold value, they are all 
of free unmerited grace and mercy. Redemption ! 
Redemption is the iheme of the praifes of heaven, 
Rev. i. 5. *Unto him that loved us, and wafhed us 

* from our fins, in his own blood. Rev. v. 9. And 

* they fung a new fong, faying, thou art worthy to 
« take the book, and to open the feals thereof: for 

* thou waft flain, and haft redeemed us Jo God 
« by thy blood, out of every kindred, and tongue, 
« and people, and nation.' Redemption is at prefent 
careleisly fought after, and coldly acknowledged; 
but then fhall they know the guilt they have 
contrafted, the hell they have efcaped, the glory 
which they poflefs, and the price at which it was 
^ught. Oh; my brethren '! how light a fenfe of 

" X 3 
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the e?il of fla has the moft humbled peoitbat noiV; 
compared to whit he fiiall have in heaven! how 
light a fenfe Of the mifery of the impenitent, com- 
pared to what he (hall have after he has heard thenr 
feotence pronounced by the judge, and feto theita ga 
away into everlafling punlfhment ! bow fihaii a va* 
luc does he put upon the gift of God, eternal. life, 
till he tafte of it ! and how weak is bis love to God 
in Chrill, whilft it is only kindled by faith, coffipa"- 
red to what it fball be, when he ftes the Lamb Haiti 
Tiom the foundation of the world 1 

In the third place. Let us confider the celeiHal 
\rol-(hip, as confifting in afts of delire. There 'VSk 
much of this in the difpofition of. the peofde ^ God 
on earth, they lay.with the prophet Ifeiah, chr 
JiXvi. 8. * The delire of our foul is to thy namCr 
• and to the remembrance of thee,* And as tv^t^ 
agreeable obje^ is the more deflred, the more il 
is known; fo the clear difcovery that is made in 
heaven, of the glory and excellence of God, and the 
delightful communications of his love, muA /litl 
cncreafe our delire of further and further de^frces of 
it ; and there is a fulnefs, both in the divine na- 
ture and benignity, that can never be exhauftei/^ 
Earthly things, indeed, to which we often, throngh 
ignorance, affix ah erroneous and cxceifive value, 
the more they are known, are often the lels efteem- 
cd; but this can never take place where (he objeft 
cannot be eileemed in proportion to its worth, be* 
caufe its worth can never be completely difcovered. 
Perhaps it may be thought improper to include d^- 
iue among th'e a^s of celciUal frorfi^ijpi sis theie p^ 



hs^py €wU {h$ilbt ibfti% gradfisd/m 'every hoty 
'facnofttiooi as to }eat^ lio room for any further de* 
^^jnand. But ive iSfUft confider that there ftall be 
TOom for an crnhftiog progre/Tive hirprwcment to 
^^vfcry fiaiie creitt&rc ; «d the gradual etilargem^fiit 
*of their capacity /hall »3ke ^«ray foir thcfe further 
-^oaimufikatioas of dWioe love. 

There fhaU, indeed, be no fuch defire, a« bhpiU^ 
-my anxious t* impatiem craving. Thb is ordlnat% 
,pMduced by doubt, or difficulty ef Ibppiy^ whidli 
caa have no pkee here; but there may, dev^rth^* 
lefi, be fiich dc^re as leads to, aiid prepared For^ 
^he coQtinuatice or increafe of eftjoyMetK. It is na- 
•tural indeed for us, from our prefeot experience, fa 
tonceive, that deftc &ilifl ^czk&x-w letStA Wfc 
poflcffioD, as it is chiefly kept «ji by vaHety add n6- 
Telty, a love of which feems to be fo eilcntial to, amf 
jpowerful in ihe huatei nitmt. To remove this 
^prehenfion, I obferve thefe two things, Firfti Thit 
ii the infinity of the diVine pcrfeQion^, and Works, 
^ere is rufBcient dhrerfity to employ and gratffy'a 
*dire creature^ through all eternity ? fo that if it 
•plcafe God to con'timre, after the refbrrfeiVioh, a 
teve of novelty, br any difpofition fiinilar to it, he 
h well abk to protide it with proper extrcHe. 

But, fecondly, h appears highly probable, thit 
the !6ve of di^nge, fo obfervablfe In hflmati riatur*^ 
4s teore owing to the vanity of created tflioytoents, 
iiian any thing eflential to us, as ratfeoal fpjrits; 
and, therefore, when vrt enjoy tfaeftibftarted ja^ad 
of the ihadow, the Creator inftead of or in the crel- 
twre, ttrctaiifc bekig goat, *c xffcft \fiU «w& of 
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courfe. And. to coafirm this, wcmay obferve, that 
novelty U not aa cffential qualiacation of what plea- 
fbs ns; for babit often creates as ftroog or ftroager 
attachment to what wc have long known, than the 
charms of novelty to what is untried: enjoyment 
therefore may, in fome cafes, excite defire. And if 
this is the cafe, fometimes, on earth, there is all rca- 
.fon to think it will be always fo in heaven* May I 
not juft add, that %Ve find, from our prefent im- 
perfcft experience, that a life of hope and aflSritf, 
when there is fuitable encouragemeut and fuccefi, 
from time to time, is the moil agreeable of any that 
can be conceived. How delightful then mnft be both 
the habitual and a6lual defire* of the faints in glorf, 
.pointed at the worthieft objefts, and not only af- 
fured of, but cpndantly rewarded with, complete 
fausfaftion! 

la the fourth and laft place, Let us coofider the 
xeleftial worftiip, as confifting in afts of truft and 
fubjeftion, I join them together, becaufe they are 
very much involved io, and founded upon one ana- - 
ther. And I have mentioned them lafl, becaufe the 
iflue of every ferious exercife of a believer's foul, of 
every aft of communion with God, is ordinarily his 
being brought to a compofcd, truft, complacenc)f, 
and acquiefcence in God as his (atisfying portion; 
and a confecration of himielf and his all to God ia 
obedience and fubmifiion. And how infinitely more 
complete, as well as joyful, muft the truft and fub- 
miflion of the faints be in heaven than on earth! If 
even here they fay, ' Though he flay me, yet will 
* I truft in biffi. It is the Lord, let bim do wb$ 
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' fiemeth him good f hov^ mnch more nrafoo hav^ 
tbey to pot an unfliaken troft ia God/whea the^ 
have tafted'the froits df his love, land reedved thi 
proof of his faithfulnefs, in the aftual pofltffioh df 
Jiispromiies? as thcPAlmift fays, Pfal. ix. lo. < Tbey 
< that know thy same will put their truft in thee?^ 

Th«s ckor iKicoveries of God's oilatUFe, eod cbc> 
teofive vie#s of fak "works and ways» n:ltift eftabllft 
tlfem in a diearfol dependaace oa bis trndiangeAte 
truth. And, O. with what a rtadioefe, olr yatheir 
With what pleafore &Qd alacrity, will ^bty refigh 
thetnfelves to his will, a&d eb^rate ^hethiehr^s 't6 
his fervice! Yhferc w5U thIA be%o reinarns of "thfc 
temal mind to refofe Ob^iefic^, tA^ ^f an {mpdtien^ 
BMirmuring ipifit, to comptaki uodier the yoke; l>ut 
tfaey will be «8 the angels/ his ^[^Arfters to do hii. 
ple&fiUT, Kady at his call, lifid earaeAJy irbvetfti^ 
emi^ymeot. Obedience will bt their prevai^g ki*> 
dthation, and the formd 'cX}>re£o«i, andl^bde^ of i1r> 
to thefar God a&d Redeemer, SviU be a pafe-t cf their 
aftual fervicc. 

Attd, ooM^, to <x>nclnde thh h^d, yoiH may ^b- 
fcrVe, that i eotiid not avoid, in ilkftrati^ rhie Wor^ 
ibip of the (aints in heavtn, frequently to brifig 16 
inem their hbbicual fraott and coniltfat empbyi^nt^ 
but I hope this is «ot kitogether im^oper ; for thek^ 
is not, by far, ib great a diffei^eA^e 4)etween their ^a^ 
ef ^kforihip, and tbetr ordinary w<ork, as b^lwleeil 
eors on earth. They t^ tnto one anothct*, iand ai« 
very omch of a fitnilar nstture $ they art itbadowed 
forth, l)ut very faintly, ki ihe Aate df that iban 06 
^th, who w^ks ^Uh God all dhe day long. Ai 
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his life is a oonftaat courie» either of votal or men- 
tal worihipy fby ia a higher degree, they are hef(^e 
the throne rfCod^ undferve him day and night in his 
temple^ 

Let US| now, in the fecond place, confider the 
worfliip of the faints in heaven, as it is external and 
leniible. That there is Ibmething even external and 
fenfible in it, neceflarily follows from the re&rrec* 
tion of the body, which is fo important a part of the 
Chriftian doctrine : for though the bodies with which 
the faints (hall be doathed at the refurredtion, fhaU 
exceedingly differ from their grols bodies, in fplen- 
dor and beanty, and, particalary, (hall fb far excel 
;them in parity, as to be termed by the apoAle Paol 
(i Cor. XV. 44.) « Spiriuial bodies;' yet, if. they be 
body or matter at all, they muft be limited to fome 
place, and have an external and fenfible form. The, 
(ame thing appears from that beautiful paflage in the 
book of Job, ch. xix. 25. • For I know that my Re- 

* deemer liveth, and that he fhall ftand at the latter 

* day upon the earth.* 

Farther, though we are, no doubt, taught, in 
Icripture, 10 confider heaven more as a nature than 
a place, yet there is evident foundation, from ieve*' 
ral expredions, to fuppofe that there is fome portion 
of the works of God (et apart for that purpofe, and 
adorned with foch a vifible glory, as is proper to af- 
fedi the imaginations of created beings. Thus there 
is mention made of the third heaven, the higbeft hea* 
ven« the heaven of heavens. See alfo Rev. xxi. i> a. 

* And I law a new heaven, and a new earth \ for the 
I £rfl heaven and the fir il earth were pai&d away; and 
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r there was no more fea; and I John faw the holy city, 

• new Jerufalem, coming down from God out of hea^ 

• ven, prepared as a bride adorned forherhulbond.* 
And, from the 19th verfeof that chapter to the end, 
it is defcribed in fuch terms, as naturally fuggeft to 
us the greateft glory and magnificence. 

This is the temple of God in which his fervantg 
/hall ferve him, in which we may fuppofe the gene- 
ral aflemHy of the church of the firft born meet to- 
gether, for the joint celebration of their Creator and 
Redeemer's praife. But as to a more particular ac- 
count, either of the place or manner of the Worfliip 
there performed, it were moreeafy to form amufing 
and curious fpeculations, than to fix upon any thing 
folid and certain. In this, as indeed in every other 
part of the heavenly ftate and employment, compa- 
rative refk<5lioas are moft to be depended on. And 
furely, if in this lower world, and that part of the 
creation, which is, at prefent, fubjcfted to our vjew * 
there is fo much order and beauty, fo much fplendor 
and magnificence, though it be the abode of guilty 
creatures, under manifeft tokens of divine difpleafure, 
what muft be the unclouded iuflre, and perfedl beau- 
ty, of that place where the glory of almighty God i$. 
peculiarly difplayed, and which was prepared for the 
reception of the objefts of his (pecial love, before 
the foundation of the world ? If the feveral fenfes, 
with which we are now endued, are capable of af- 
fording us (b exquifite a pleafure in their preient 
gratification, notwithftanding their apparent difbr- 
der, how high and ravifiiing a delight may they com- 
municate when they are refined and purified, fur- 
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q)(b(^ with didr proper objeOsi and freed from that 
io&tiableoers, aad tendency to exce($> which i$ the 
ftuU of fin, the evidence of a corropted frame, and, 
^ a mixture of gal!, poifons every worldly joy ? It 
is worth, oljfcrvation^ opon this fabjeft, that the 
happinefs of the faints is many times defcribed ux 
fcriptotv, by their external circamftances and pofi- 
tion, fo to fpeak, and by fenfible gratifications ; as 
by fitting upon thrones, at the right hand of God; 
by a city highly adorned ; by a river of water of 
life; a tree of life, bearing twelve manner of fruits. 
And his fervice is defcribed by the melody of fongs 
of praife, and even by inftrumental mufick, Rev. 
XV. 2. where mention is made of the harps of Gojf. 
Now, though God forbid that we (hould underfbnd' 
thefe expreffions in fuch a manner, as (o fuppofe 
that the enjoyments of the iaints above have any 
tbiiig in* them refemblmg the grofsnefs of prefent 
f^fual indulgence, yet we may, with fafety, con* 
dude, that as the body (hall then join in the fer- 
vice of God, it (hall be inftrumental in perceiving- 
tbe pleafure of it; and that a fenfe and perceptk>D' 
of. the beauty and grandeur of that temple of the 
liyingGod, in which they offer up their celeftlal A- 
crifices* (hill encreafe and enliven their gratitude to^ 
and adoration of him, who raifed the glorious fa«. 
brick. 

Hujtjtbe external circumftance, which, in my ap* 
prehen(ipn> will contribute moft to the delight and 
hapj)iciieis of the faints, in their heai^enly wor(hip» 
Will be their union and. Ibciety in it. Man is evi- 
dedtl)r framed for deriving his chief happinefs in thi^ 
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Aate from ibdety. It nerer was, and never will be 

good for man to live alooe. Social wor(hip is peca« 

Ikurly acceptable to God| as might be (hewn from , 

nany paflages of fcripture. Math, xviit. 19, 20, 

/Again, I fay uato you, that if two of you fhall 

' agree oa earth, as touching any thing that they 

' fliall afk, it (hall be done for them of my Father 

* which is in heaven. For where two or three are 

' gathered t(^ether in my name, there am I in the 

' midft of thera. Pfal. Ixxxvit. %. The Lord lov- 

^ eih the gates of Zion, more than all the dwellings 

' of Jacob.* And doth not the experience of every 

one of thoie who love the habitation of God's houfe, 

and the place where his honour dwelleth, teftify 

what an elevation of foul, and enlargement of heart, 

fbey obtain by mingling their voices in his praiie i 

As united fires brighten each other's blaze, as many 

concordant founds make the finer harmony, lb the 

union of many hearts, in divine worfhip, makes the 

higher fpiritual melody, not only more grateful to 

God, but more delightful to themfelves. The pica- 

fure of this is, indeed, greatly allayed on earth, by a 

mixture of* difcordant notes (to continue the former 

aUufion) of enemies with friends. But allow me to 

make a foppofition, that all within tbefe walls, this 

eveoiag, were perfectly upright with God, and that 

our mutual fincerity were perfeSly known to each 

other, what inexprefiibie fervency, and rapture 

pi fpmKi woiild it give lo every one, in finging tlic 

praifes of God, and of the Lamb, to confider him* 

felf as joined with' fuch a number of pure, holy, 

UeOed, redeemed fouls? But how much beyond 

Y 
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. conception will this be increafcd, when we meet 
with the innumerable company of the redeemed 
above, and all our pions fathers, who, many ages 
before this, ferved our common mafter; many^; 
we hope, who kept holy days, in this very place^ 
and whole bodies now Heep in the dnft under our 
feet, and around us ; nay, when all, from the eaft 
and fix)m the weft, (hall be completely gathered in, 
uhen every heart (hall agree with every tongnci 
and falration to the Lamb (hall be the univerfal, de- 
lightful, repeated, acclamation ? There are two paf- 
ages of fcripturc which fpeak of the muhitudc,.and 
employment of this glorious company, which ought 
never to be read without a holy and delightful reve- 
rence. Rev. v: 9, 15. « And they fung a new fong, 

* faying, thou art worthy to take the book, and to 
« open the feals thereof: for thou waft flain, and 

* haft redeemed us to God by thy blood, out of c- 

* very kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation j 
« and the four beafts feid Amen. And the four and 

* twenty elders fell do\ra, and worfliipped him that 
« liveth for ever and ever. Rev. vii. 9, la. After 
« this, I beheld, and lo, a great multitude, which nb 
« man could number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
« and people, and tongues, flood before the throne, 
« and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
< and palms in their hands; faying, Ameo, bleiSog, 

* and glory, and wifdom, and thankfgiiing, and 

* honour, and power, and might, be unto our God, 

* for ever and ever, Amen. 

I proceed, now, to candmle the fobjed, by lame 
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^raftical Impraveitieat of \(rhat has been iaid. And 
can we refufe to begin, by praifmg God for bis un* 
fpeakable loire, and maichlefs condefcenfion ? The 
•whole work of our redemption is wonderful; but, 
in a i^rticular manner, the condufion of it: that 
we (houW not only have our clothes wafhed in the 
blood of the Lamb, but fliooM be before the throne 
rfGod^ andferve him day and night in his temfbl 
At tlie'dedlcatioa of the temple of Solomon, that 
wife and pious prince breaks out into an expreiBoa 
of holy admiration and aftonifhmenc, and lays, 
2 Cfaron* vi. 1 8^ • But will God in very deed dwell 

* with men on the earth ? Behold, heaven, and the 

* heaven of heavens cannot oootain thee; how much 
' lefs this houie which I have built? ' How much 
greater rcafon have wc to fay, when recollcfting oui^ 
guilt and unworthinefs, * and fliall men in very deed 

* dwell with God in heaven ! * how amazing the dif- 
tance ! how glorious the dwelling and employment 1 
and bow mean the invited gueftsl Let us take 
confufion of face to ourielves, and acknowledge/ 
that this cannot be accounted for, but by the propi«* 
tiation and purchafe of the eternal Son of God, a§ 
the only foundation of our hope. Let us, in thd 
view of every privilege, renew the exerciie of faith 
ta bim» as giving us a title to it; and, on this occa« 
iioo, particularly, beg of him to lead us, by his SpU 
rit» through all the neceflary fteps of previous pre« 
|«valiod» and at laft receive us into bis glory. 

In the fecond place, from what has been fkid, yOtt 
may (ee the iinportance and benefit of the worlhip 
and fervice of God on earth. If this (late is a ftate 
Y a 
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of trial and preparatioo for ih9X whicb b to folUynf 
it, tod the worfhip of God i» fi> gr«9t n p^t of tb^ 
employment, aod Co great a iotirce of the happUldi 
of the faioti abovci it U pUia« that bU wor(btp o» 
earth muA be of the bigMl niefDloeft. It U uot 
toly aa noqueftioiiable doty, bm it U foaoifeftly m^ 
eefliiry to lit us for, 4o4 habituate «« to the Heaveoiy 
exerdfe. It ifpKm from th« whole analogy of ih^vv' 
^ce, that a preparation of oatDre 19 oecdbry for ebe 
pofleffion and enjoyment of any (late. We fee, even ia 
oa toral things, that finring, and a long timeoFgradoal 
MQriOunent, ieneceflary to the Arength and confifteo** 
cy of any plant or tree f andthat,aceor£ngtotbefeed; 
fo if the prodoAion. Thia the ApoAle very iboqglf 
applies, Gal. vi. y. 'Be not deceived; God is not 
« mocked; for whatroever a man foweth, that IhaU 
* be alfo reap/ Thcfe that expeA to ferve Cod in 
his temple above, muft be habituated to [ent him 
in his church on e^rth. This Is the feed -time; thn 
IS the harveft. Tlie houfa of God is the ]4acc botb 
pf the birth and nQurtibment of his people, 'Pia}« 
touvii. S' * And pf Zion it fhall be iaid, this and' 

< that man was born ia her ; and the higheft himfeil 

< Aall eilablUb her.' 

Thecefore fuffer me» my brethren, ti^ reprove dit 
fin, and fhow the danger of thofe» who mlfiogethcr ne^ 
gl^it anddelptfetheworfhipofGod. Ifchanoe,iiiiiu« 
tion, cnriofity, or a worfe motive, has brovgb^ to tbU 
audience, ^y wbo are hahitttal de^fers of the wom 
iiip of God, I berd>y ^ore them, \a bis name, that^ 
imlefe they change their heart and prafiice, in hea^ 
vtn they ibaU never dwells bccaufe its employment 
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Ihey do not love. It is both the.evidence aad caure 
4>f the degeneracy of many in this age, that they 
have fallen into a negkft and contempt of the pu- 
Wkk \ror(hip of God ; that, in tbeiF notions of reli*» 
gioD, when they form any at all, they, in a great 
sneafore, leave oat their duty to their Maker, and 
confine It only to.a few of the ordinary offices dne 
from one man to another. Experience, indeed, plain- 
ly (hows the weaknefsand feeblenefsof thefe virtues' 
jdiat are.not enlivened and animated by piety towards 
God ; and that it is as poffible to uphqld the fuper-* 
firuflare, by taking, away the foundation, to pre- 
jerve the vigour and verdure of the branches of a 
tree, by feparadng them from the root, as to pre* 
ferveandfecure any regularity of conduft, without a 
principle of divine life, of vital, fpiritual union with 
God through Chriftj.but what, in a particular manner* 
fliows the folly of all fuch, is their relation to eter- 
tuty . Suppofingjcheir praftice were every way fit and* 
• croper for this world, hdw does it agree with the em- 
ployment of heaveni Doth not confcience tell you^ 
that you have neither rightnor relifh, nor even capa- 
dty for it,, and, by neceflary, confe<iiiencc,.are undec 
a fentence of condemnation, * children of wrath, and 
* heirs of hell \ * for there is no middle ftate. I be* 
ieech you therefore,, nay, obteftyou, in themofffa, 
Icmn manner, that you henceforth honour God in hi^ 
houfe and ordinances, if you expert that ever he 
Ihould honour you : and, remember^ that this wam^ 
ing, which you have received by the wife difpofal 
at his providence, will be an aggravatioa of yooi 
Catli,, if yoo neg^ert and defpife it,. 
Y 3. 
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I cannot help, alfb, upon this occftfioo, patting 
yoa in mind of the negle^ed duty of wor(htppiogr 
God in yourfamiRcs. Tbefe fmalkr Ibcieties, in 
which the members are connefted by the Ihroogeft 
ties, and (land in the neareA and meft endearing re- 
lations to one another, how proper are they for the 
joint worlhip of God ? and how great is the fio dE 
tieglefting it? How can you expeft any thing elfe, 
but either an angry providence, or hardening and 
fluplfying profperity, which is infinitely worfe, oft- 
Icfs you call on the name of God ? whereas, by ming- 
Tmg your voices in his praifes on earth, yon prepare 
yourfelves for his fcrvice in heaven. I cannot go 
through all the excufes oflered for this negleft ; bat 
■wo fhall be to that man, who ts too bnfy, too proorf, 
or too modfeft, to worftiip, in his family, the King 
of kings, and Lord of lords, who made him by his 
power, and upholds him by his providence. 

In the third place. Let me improve this fobjeft for 
tTie trial of thofe whofe flate is more doubtful. How« 
^ver many open enemies there are to religion in thefe 
days, it is to be laipented, that there are many aHb, 
who continqe their attendance upon the ordinances 
of Cod, but in a cold and formal manner, aod reftiog 
upou the fprm, without the power, lay themfehres a- 
flecp in fecuriiy. Bring yourfelves to the teft, theo^ 
jind fuffer conf^ience to difcover the truth, however 
painful and mortifying. Is there any of yod, who ha^ 
heard of the employment of the faintsabove, as confift*-^ 
jog in the fervlce of God, who are not able to concdve 
the happinefs or delight of foch work ? Is there any a- 
snongycu, who weary of thefervicc 9f GOd^&ot ftt/Ot 
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veaknefs of body, but from averfion of mind, who, 
im mediately after, ret wm to the world, and its cnjoj* 
sneots, ivitb eagern^, and lightDcfi of miod, like a 
bullock, when he is loofed from the yoke i Such have 
goodreafoQ tofufpeA their condition, and to fear, that 
they are unrenewed in heart, Bm, I hope, there 
are not a few, who, from their heart, call the SM>- 
l>atb, ^ a deJight, the holy of the Lord, and hoooar- 
-< able ; who eftecm a day in God's courts better than 
^ a tbonland;* whofehigheft joy it is, to have thdr 
isearts captivated with his love, and their affeftl- 
ons enlarged in his praife ; aod whofe indifjjofition 
often to this work, by floth or worldllnefi of mind, 
is their greatcft gnef. Such, my brethren, have good 
reafbn to look forward to that happy time, wheo 
they ihall ferve him with unwearied vigonr and ala- 
crity ; and Ihall behold the fnaile of his countenance 
without one mortifyiDg frown. 

Ixk thefbor th pl?ioc, \ would improve this fubjeft for 
the cswifolation o* the afflffted. The hope of glory \$ 
ibe true and proper fonrce of confolatioo; whether 
your fotrow anfee from foSiiiog, or fixwD Cxk{ for 
hath thefe ihall be perfcA; ftrangers to the liappy 
abode of theiainte above. If yon are under the an- 
xiety of worldly care, the oppreffion and reproacb 
of the ungodly, the attacks of ficknefs, the gradual 
loofening of the pins of this feeble tottering frame; 
if thefe weaken the ftrength, and mar the melody of 
your prefent fongs, and compel you to mix your 
pi^fes with groans, remember, that, in afliort time^ 
thefe complaints will be at an end, the harps of Go4 
^ai be given yotr^ and IkiU to handle them. If « 
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fenfe of iohefcnt conruptioii» if grief for an abienr or 
anaogryGod, aiakeyoiir lunds to bang diwo, cxat 
the hope of bemg made not only perfectly happy^ 
but perfeAly holy^ and fervifig him day and night io 
hU temple. 

This leads me» In the Isft place, TadireA you, tt 
improve this fubjeA for animating your pre&nt do* 
TotioQ. Nothing is more proper for this purpofi^ 
than the lively hope, or rather anticipation of the 
heavenly employment. Let ns overcome our prefent 
floth, by entering, in &kb and hope, within the vai^ 
and confidering how we (hall then praife him : them 
there (hall be no wandering, thought, no cold hear^ 
no faultering tongue, no flagging Spirits. And, as 
without all queftion, (broe are here prefen-t, not a 
iew, I would charitably hope,, who ihall enter into 
that temple of the living God ; io we know not how 
foon any of us may be fent for, to leave this worldly 
^anftuary/ to be above the ufe of prefent ordinanceis^ 
,^nd to join the ionnmerable company ab6ut the 
•^rone. In the pro(peA of this, Pfd. orliK. r, 2; 

f Let u»£ng unto the Lord a new ibng, and bit 

* praife in the oongregation of faints* Let Ifrael re* 
>joice in 'him tfaAt. made him; let the children of 
^Zion be joyful in their King*" Amen*. 



SERMON IX. 

Miniilerial fidelity in declaring the \7h0Ie 
counfel of God. 

Acts xx. 26, 27. 

i 

JKbir€fbr€ luhy^u u 9$c$r4 ihU Jky^ thai I mk" 
pnr0 fnm lAi bk^i ^ aU mem fir J have n§i 
Jbwnmd H deckr$ unto ym all tii cwnfil tf Cod, 

THESE wordi are a part of the apoAIe PauKt 
diTeouFfe to the elders of Sphefut, wheo tak- 
uig leave of tkeiii> under a firm perftiafion, or ra« 
tber a oertaki kBowIed|;6, that he woold QeTer agaio 
fse theoi ki the body. Myprefentficoatloii.ofwhich 
ttODc of TOtt Is IgfiortAt, hat deteraakied me to the 
choice of this pafliige, as a very proper fobjeAi from 
iMMch I may cooetude the exerdfe of my mkiiflry 
trnoog yon. I had once oecaiion, oa leaving another 
charge, to have taken a formal farewel of a very af « 
feAionate people, but bad not courage to attempt if^ 
The circumftaoces attending die removal, whkb, if 
PtovUence prevent not, feems now to be at hand, 
are fuch as do not kfleo, but greatly increafe the 
difi^ulty of fpeaking from fnch a fubjeft. And yev 
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ia another riew, they ieemed to orge it fe ftroogly, 
and to prdent fach an opportunity of bdng oiefaly 
-ai I durft not wholly decline. Erery Chriftian ought 
to be an obferver of providence. Nothing ^^tU more 
cSeftually promote his hoUnefi and comfort. And 
both a minifter and his people ought to improve 
the aTpeA of providence, when it bath any thio^ 
peculiar in ir, to their mutual benefit. 

Let me therefore intreat you t6 attend to the 
following difcouriei with patience and compo- 
fure. This requeft I the rather hope you wiJI 
comply wlth» ^ there is nothing intended that is 
perfonai, further than muA neceffiu-ily ariie from die 
iiibjeA itfeJf, or be unavoidably, fuggefied by your 
own thoughts. I hlefs God that I have no complaint 
to make of want of duty» or aff^ion upon your 
fide ; neither is it any part of my piirpoie to juAxfy 
my own conduA, during the time that I hav« had 
the honour and h^ppinefs of being entruAed with 
the minlAry of the gofpel in this place. I (bdil there* 
fore only Giy, that whether I have been able to de- 
liver my own ibul| by fidelity in duty^ and by puri"' 
ty of principle, I am certain, that very much has 
been laid to the charge of noany of yours. Leaft of 
all do I intoid. ,to endeavour to iatisfy you of th« 
motives which have induced me to accept of a call 
to a dillant part of the world, and, in fame d^ee, 
a difTerent employment in the church of Chrift. For 
this, I know that an account muft be given, ia due 
time, to a much greater Judge, with whde appi:o* 
bation eithar the applaufe or cenfure of moi ai» not 
worthy to be laid io the balance. The fing^ por^ 
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pofe, therefore, of the foHowiDg difeowrfe^ fhall be 
to give you fnch a comprehenfivc vie%v^of the truths 
of the evcrlaftiog gofpel,— of the importance and dif- 
ikalty of a minifter's work ; as may direft you in the 
choice of another paftor, — increafe your efteem ot 
foch as are faithful,— and excite you to guard againfl 
cr^ry thiiig that may either difcourage them in their 
work, or prevent their fuccefi. 

The apoftJe Paul had planted the church of Ephe- 
Ite, and he had fpent a part of his time there, very 
CQofiderable, if we confider the extent of his com- 
iBiifioo, and his many apoftolidc joumies to diffe- 
rent parts of the world. In the wholfe of bis dif- 
coorfe, to the elders of that church, whom he had 
fenl for in his paffage to Rome, we fee the grcateft 
tendernefs and affeAk>A^ and an earneft concern, to 
engrave upon thcfr hearts the truths which he had 
taaght them while refiding there. And, in the 
words of the text, you fee the foundation on which 
xhe takes them to record, that he vjz!^ free from the 
bhod&fallmen: foTy fays he, I have\at fburmed fa 
declare unt^ you all the caunfel (f God. I omit every 
ditng that might be occafionaHy introduced from 
the text, or context, fuch as miniftors being charge* 
able with the blood of ihofe who perifli by their 
negleA, and the doftrine of the gofpel being the 
counfel of God, that I may fix your attention/ 
where certainly the emphafis of thi^ declaration lies, 
VBt. That he had declared to them all the counfel <f 
God, and that he had not Jhunnedxo do fo, or .that 
he had not been deterred, by any difficulties, from 
the faithful difcharge of his truft. Therefore, 11 
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4iicOBffiog farthd-. oil thk fobjdft, I vilt e!ufe»i 
▼oori diroagb dlTine affiftance, 

. I. To cofifider the fideUiy of a imidfter, at ocm* 
fidiog ift afuUandeomfUU dctbvatioo of die cooa^ 
felofGod. 

II. To confider the difficuliies wbidi ttay Ite 
in hts way, or tempt btm tojbitn imj part of hW 
work. 

UL To make a particokr impromtaeDt of th6 
fubje^, by ^vtog y<Jo sty partiog advices, ia the 
(piiit of thU paflage, and m a way, to tbc beft of 
my judgment, fuUed to your fitoatkio. 

Firfi then, Let bs coafider the fidelity of a mioH 
iler, as coafiAiag ia a fuU and compkte dedannkm 
of the couofel of God. Thi9 is a ctrcaoiftance which 
the Apoftle feems to have laid p.uticular ftrefi up(Mi» 
IA bU difcourfe to the elders of Epbefos, as be not 
only reils his iolemn appeal to themfelves» itk tbit 
paHage, trpoo it, bat had meolioaed k before, verfesi 
ao» 21. ^ And how I have kept back ootbiog that 
' was profitable tiDto yoo, but b«ve (hewed you^ and 

* have taught you pablickly, a»d from honfe to 

* houfe, teAifyiog both to the Jews^ aod alfo to die 
\ Greeks, repentance toward God, add faith toward 
' our Lord Jefas Cfarift.* It is, indeed, a cfarcotS" 
ftance of the utmoft moment, as mioifters may be 
(uppofed mach. more ready to faU (ban io this rtf* 
fpeft than in any other. It is probable that many 
more are chargeable with concealing truth, than af« 
4rmlng falfehood; with negle^ing daty» than com- 
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tritfulljtpdlhigitdm'a* Ap-ecftbljr to tbis» weiiod 

.die charge of the pro(4iet» %gm& uafarthful fli^ 

j^Br4r> i&chiefiy or only for n^^efi of duty, l^zeie. 

^Bs^uxi a* 3»4. * Sod of maft pvophefy againft the (hdk* 

.*: pherdi of Ifirad, propbefy aSKl ^y unto tbem, thufi 

f'iiith the Lord God unto the (tepfaerds/wb be to 

> the Aiepberds of Ifrael, that do feed themfekes: 

^ QOkoM not the (hepherds feed the flocks ? Ye eat . 

•♦'ihe^fet, and y« ctothe yoa with tho Wool, ye kiH 

•^ thcsii that are fed: but jt feed fMot the flock t the 

^•dt&afed have ye iK>t ftreogtbeoed, neither hatt ye 

' healed that'ivhieh was fkk, neither have ye boontf 

*j tip ^hot w^kh "was broken, ndther bare ye brought 

* again that which was driven away, neither have 

#' y«^fd«^t(thM wUdi was loft, hot Vi^tb force and 

*'hA^ cmdty haVe ye rufed them/ Bnt thafc yon nia^ 

bdve tt^ conipFehenfive a view as poflible, of the dia- 

raAer 06 a faitfafiil minifter, ^ven in the text, ob** 

Ibrve, ttet Integtity, in declaring atl the coanfel of 

'^G^ iti^ffi^ the following paHicnlars, 

' i; ZKechribg ifl! th^ truths of Go^, wkhont any 

0XiO«p«lotts» 1^ revealed unS of God is of great 

tl6t»t' and Ci^npafs. It takes in ait that we afe to 

believe coocenigg G«id,4i«adaU thedaty wMch God 

r^ciit^as* bf man. It f^ves ta an account of the ori*^ 

ginat, and of fhefal)dii (fake'of fiia&; of the earfy 

jfrnpob of dSyJB« mercy> a&d^^ fteps that were 

tal(eOi fisomage towage, inctOryifiglCiMoeKecuiioni 

of the perfon, undertakings anillbJRtitikgs of the Sa« 

tiour^ of Ms laws ara teadier» and^bis dominion as 

t ki(^« l^getheriii^Kh aHchis, we have ahiftorf 
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of Providence, and man^ fpecial e^amplCT, ioflme- 
tioos, aod waroiogs of the.moft pardodar kkuf. 
ilow» my brethren, be, who would declare ofi the 
/emijel ef God, muA pay a due regard to. every pax% 
and, as far as time aodhealthlis^giTen hiii|» endea^ 
voor to make his people acquaioted wiih <he whole. 
This* to be fare, canoot be dooe all at Ooce, and at 
the fame time. Doubtleis there are (bme truths c£ 
IBore iiqportaoce. th^ oih^rs. As the foondatioa 
Divft be Ui4 before the ArUfture cao be rai/ed, and 
the fooodatioD aod coroer ftoDes ar/s of more mo* 
meat thaa the fiDiOitogs of the furface: yet there b 
% mutual ful^rvieocy of every one in iu place toan* 
ptber, aod oot the leaft cao be wholly omitted with<» 
out ,a real injury ^o thofe that are retained. t 
' There is a piecioufneia 19 every truth that hatk 
the (lamp of divine s^uthority; upoo it; aady Aa^^ 
fore, to negleft any of them, and count them tri& 
rmg» or of little moment, argues a want of reverence 
for the word of God. The holy faiptureai, as they 
are full and compl^e^ containtAg every thia^ that ia 
neceiTary ;' fb diey are perfeA atid iaoltlc^ cootaia- 
ing nothing that is unneoeiary. Serious perfidfts have 
often bosn teftimony to the great utili^ of foch parts 
of the facred oracles, as are commonly treated with 
moft. hidiffereoce. Nay,. I cannot help thinkings 
that the veneiation due to<i!od, who doth nothing 
to vain, obl^el us tQ believe d)e utility even (£ thole 
paflages wh^ purpofe we oqrielves may not as yet 
have clearly percdved. 

They su^e therefore greatly to be blamed who are 
at 00 pains to inake known the covii&l of God^ in 
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Its fdH exteirt;])nl how much more thoie who fatis-' 
ff thetnielves with rafifHngr opba feme thiog$, which 
may be moft agreeable to their own tsifte and difpo^ 
littOD, to the entire negleft of others that are per- 
haps of equal or of greater moment ? We fee this 
happen too frcqutntlyi that things which dllalmoft 
cTcry page in the holy Icrtptures cao-fcarce obtain 2^ 
place in many fermons. We fee feme, indnftriouflyi 
avoid the truths of the everlafting gofpcl, and othcrtf 
the duties of the moral law. The evil of this is the 
greater, that there is fiich a relation between the fe- 
Teral parts of God's revealed will, that if any one 
is left out, every vieW given of the reft muft be not 
cmly partial but unjuft. He who truly underftandi 
the fcriptures, will foon perceive, that there is fuch 
an infeparable connexion between one truth and an« 
other, that you can hardly admit one without ad* 
mitting or irjefting the whole; and that none of 
them can be withdrawn, or concealed, without a 
mantfeft injury to the beauty and fulnefs of the ge- 
neral iyftem. 

But, of all others, the moft wonderful (et of men 
are thofe, who are for concealing fome of the truth* 
of God, left they ftiould be abufed. The foveretgn- 
ty rf God, his eternal porpofe, and the freenefs of 
1:^ grace, are often parted by, under this ridiculous 
pretence. . 1 would ddpife the wifdom of fuch per- 
SoM ; it is Txtdgvixct ; it is impiety. I do not know 
any trtith that cannot be abufed by perverie and cor* 
impt minds, or that has not, in many inftances, been 
abofed. But is this a reafon for concealing them i 
Mo. I wofMpfeacbAem openly; I would preilch 
Z % 
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tl^oia ttaUf', I ivo«dd codcavovr toguard tbem a« 
gftinft the abofes and kt fmenJuiovr, that» if they 
vrtft the gio4 word of God» they do it to their 
owa deftru£tioo, Oh ! that there were more. Tub* 
jioftioo of nnod to the wifdom of God: more of a 
#Bep aod toward €oaviAiea« that whatever be hath 
tpfKwtody ia^ fiir that very )reafi)o, wiieft aad beft« 
There would not tbeo be fo many lUtempts to e&« 
piaia away what is clearly coatained ia the New 
Teftoraent; bat we (hould join» from the heart, 
with the ^poftle F^ul» io iayiog, Rom. si 33. ' O 
^ the depth of the riches both of the wiidom aQ4 
^knowledge of Godl how ttufeafchable are his 
* jiidgm«Qt9, and his waya paft findtag out ? ' 

a« Integrity in declaring all thi coimfil <f God^ im- 
plies preaching. the trnths of the gofpcl in their foU 
and juft proportionf Under the former par ticuiar^ 
ihave (hewn the neoeffity of doing juAice to every 
^ntb; let us now add the duty of g^vii^ their foU 
room and place to important and fundamental truths. 
In order to make a juft portrait of a human body* it 
is neqpflary, not only |o have aU the parts^ but to 
have every one in the true fropor tion it bears to ao^^ 
other. If one member is fv^eUed to an.uanatnral or^ 
monflrous bulk, and others are ihrunk or Ariv^ed 
away almoft to nothing, it will make the moft unleeBi* 
ly figure. Agreeably to this, he, who would faithfnU; 
iUctare the coimfel rfCod^ muft have a particular ejfe 
t9 the great ;and leading truths. of the g^^i^*<?ii 
V^hich the reft depend, and frogi whif h they deriv^ 
their force and meaowg. 
. If \reloc4'iatothef<»'jptuie$pf.tbeOMaBdNe^ 
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TefiamcDti we (hall fiod certain leadiog troths, 
^hichare of fi> great momcot; d)at they ought hardly 
^ver toht out of view ;- (tach as the loft fttfteof maft 
l>ynature; tbeabibluteneceffity of falvation through 
Chrift ; the rufferiag of the Saviour ia the finner'k 
toom ; and free forgtvenefi through the blood of the 
attecment; theoeceffity of regeneration; audthegift 
of theHdyChoft, to enlightetii fauaify, andccMnfbrt 
Us people. Thefe truths are of fudi uufpeakabte 
IDOliieoty in (fivine tevelatioD, that they ought to be 
clearly exptatned, ftroogly inculcated, and frequent- 
ly repeated ; they are the doftrines of the reforma- 
tion ; they make the fubftance of all the Proteftant 
confeffioDS; they are the glory of the Proteftant 
churches ; and have been iealed by the blood of thou- 
fands of fu£kriiig martyrs. And, indeed, it con> 
forts me, under the negiedl with which they are 
treated, at preient, by many worldly perfons in a 
ftate of outwurd eafe and lecurity to the church> 
that, }f ever it pleafe God, for our fias, to throw us 
Into the furnace, they will then difcover their honour, 
they will recover their Inftre, becaufe tbey will cer* 
t»nly manifeft their inftuence. 

How ffiall I make yon more fenftble, what it is to 
fjlve thdr firil room to theie inqiortaat troths, than 
by puttmg yon m mind of the regard that was paid 
to them by the apoftles of our Lord, who received 
ttefa* commiffioB ioHiiedhitely from hhnfelf, and 
%«re not only the frft, bnt the beft and moft fuc* 
Cefsful minifters that ever were employed in the 
thsrch of Chrift i What a multitude of paflages 
#igbil€keti>thi»purpofe{ AAsiv. 12. 'Ndtber 
Z 3 
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.«iidiefeialvaiiooiaaayQdKr$ foribettisMiie^ 
^ iher Bame under beafeoc^veaampog BieQ» ^iIk»o>> 
fhj we silift be fivred. i Cor. iii. ti* For olber 

< fooadtlioo ctti no mtt lay tb«a that iilaid, whick 
' 18 Jdui ChrUL Phil. iu. 7»8, 9. 'But what thiii^ 

< were^MQ to me^ tboie i conaied lofs £»: Chr^ 

< Yea, doubdeftt and I count all tUags but Iq<% fyt 

< the ewsdknqr df the fcnowtsdgrof Chrift J^i% nqr 
' Lord, for whom I ha?e foffeied the I0& of at 
^ tbiog$, and do contit tbeai but ditng* that lm$j 
f win Cbrift, abd be found in him, not hnving nine 
' own righitoon&efi^ which Is of theiaw, but dial 
' which it thr<a«gh the Aitth of Cbrift, the righii^ 
* oufnefs which is of God by fiitth/ Without df«- 
iag any teorfe pafla^ I fliaU only obferve, thaft^ 
though the apofties hitrodoced a great variety of 
truths in their writings occaiionally, fuch wa<, id 
thdr opinion, the importance of the doArine of IU« 
vation by the cro6 of Cbrlft, thut they denominated 
the gofpel by it. Pr eachhig Cbrift, and preachuig 
the crofs of Ciirift, was, with theoii the fitme tlung 
as preaching the whde. 1 do not tUnk the apoiUe 
Paul was defe^ivc, in giving particblarinftrndionySi 
upon every fuiai^, to tbofe churches which he ei- 
ther planted or watered^ yet he&ys to .the OorkK 
thkms^ 1 Coir. ii. a. ^ For I determined not 6» know 
« any tfasag among yon> 6vc Jefnt tCbrift) and him 

< crucified ; * intoating that Inch was tuM attachnieat 
to that great troth, th&t it would occup^i in a au^« 
uer, 'the whole of iiis time and labour^ ^ mditf^ 
Aat It had fnlch au imimatie Odnneffion with evcQfl 
other part of thi wiU of God> ihftt> klhe fnli^ 
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what it wooid, this osbU liardiy be entirely ont of 
¥icw. 

He, vrfao would declare tbe whole tmwfitlrfC^^ 
AoiV AOlfriace tbefegre^it aad openutTe dodoes ia 
ji coo^ooos poiot of view % be muft not pafi them 
«ver flightly ; be muft oot ^en ifmk of them cold- 
ly, bat io fttch a maimer, as to /how, that be kaowe 
ilieir troth, aad feels their mooieiit. What ao i^ 
£oo£fteacy for a Chriflian mioiiler, to (jpeak of tbe 
X'Ord Redeemer ia (bch a ftyle, as natarally leads the 
bearers to put him upoo a level with Socrates or 
Plato, or other uninfpired teachers, who never pre- 
tended to be iavioorsi What poifoo to the ibals of 
men, for any to ipeaJc, as>if they were faking to 
^dam before (be fall, and to ling thofe fioners «r 
lleep in fectttiiy, whom they ihonld eadeaivoiafr io^r 
larm, that they may be perfaaded to flee from the 
Ivrath to come I What betraying of their trail, ta 
entertain their people with an afieded diQrfay of 
their own talents, or idle fpecotations, to amale the 
fiuicy, when they Ihould be buydtng them np in 
hoiinds and comfort, thioagh fifith, nntofalvationf 
The very maniH^r ^ preaching may be oppofite If 
Ihe doctrine of the crofs, which bath fo much of biy> 
laility and felf^denial in it, as will infpire, nnd give 
a colour, if I may fpeak ib, to every word that ^ 
fpokeo by bim that firndy believes it. On thewkriei 
bo other trath or daty will be HegleAed by a faitb* 
fuionhitfteri bat the oftener he ftands, as it wer^ 
in the centre of tbe pUfi» the more frequently he 
tontemplates tbe craft of Oirift, in which all tbt 
^m of divine tarath a^e aiatedi the more dea^jf 
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yfHA he lee tbem^ and the better will he be able to 
jndge at what dme and [dace to introdue them. 

This leads me to obfblrey in the 

3. Place, That to (fccfa/V all the counfel if God, h 
to preach all the truths of God in their proper or- 
der and condeftion. To allude to the flmilitude 
formerly uled of making a portrait of a human bo- 
dy, every member muft not only be in its juA pro- 
portion, but in its proper place. In teaching every 
ftience, there is a certain order that mull be obferv- 
ed, otherwife the labour will be in a great meafure 
loft; but it holds 10 nothing more ftrongly, than in 
teaching religion, and opening the truths of the go* 
ipel. I might confirm this by many examples, or 
gather, indeed, by going through the whole (yftem 
of divine truth, but (hall ouly make a remark or two, 
for iBuftratii^ the obfervaiion. The neceffity of 
filvation by Chrift, is founded upon the loft ftate of 
aian by nature. Unlefs the one is firft eftablifhed, 
Ae beauty and meaning of the other will Wholly dif^ 
tppear; unleft we are now in a corrupt and guilty 
ftate; unlefs man has, indeed, loft the knowledge 
of the true God, the kmdnefs of God to hts pecu- 
Vaj people, the promifes in the prophetick writings of 
l^ht to the Gentiles, and the riches of divine grace 
In the gofpel, ipoken of in fuch magnificent terms; 
Bauft all appear inconftderaMe, and unworthy of re- 
gard. Unlefs yon can convince men of their fins, 
and make them lenfible of the hoKneft andjufticeof 
Cod, in vain will you preach the gofpel to them; id 
tarn will you caH it ^ glad tidings <^ great joy to all 
tfeople;* they do not unteftand the tcrmt^ ti^ 



^iU4eridfi the mf ilaye. aad fpurn the offisr/r4:Mrqr« 
' If yon preach the free forgjiveocfs of &a thr<^i|gh 
Chrift» withoat» at the ian^e tl^nc^ flie^viqg th^ ttece^ 
£ty of r^aeratioa and fauAificatlpa by his S^pirit^ ft 
vill either not be exnbraced at aU| or U will J^ fUrd* 
ed into Ucentioolhe& And, if jou pc^cb xk^^ 
t^es of the law, without, at the &3M timc» . difpla|lf 
iP£^ the grace of the gofpel, aad the vital tofllietttt 
that flows from the. head to the flaembeN> ^rou wU 
either baild up sneo in a deArudive fyAem Of PlHu^i- 
^ical religioQ and felf-righteoaiber$>,or; bring tfaoA 
updcr the Egjptiaa bondag^t cf.tfiakiog briok^dici^ 
ibey ^u-e not furoiihed Wiib Ara^. The piivifegd 
aod duties of the gofpel ft|U)d ift. UX ttfifcparaUecoH* 
Befticm; if you ute away the firft, you flarve and 
iportify the kit' Hear what t>ur Lolrd faimieif fiiysj 
Jpht^ XV. 4» 5, * Abide in me^ and 1 iayoit. 4rtb0 

* braacb^paQfiQt bear fcuit <^itfiilf^ fcxoeplil ftfaida iii 

< the-yioj} oq monecda.yev^ifeept yeabidaiaiB^ 
« I am the viae, ye are thtf branched: be tliat;abid« 

< eth in lae^i^nd 1 10 bim, the faase briog^th fgnh 

* much frok; he withbat me ye tan do nothisgfi.^ 
liky fhe faiai^,tbj)9gqf jooi.ipferclagthejdttimaf tte 
godfel w4thtbee[eait9adfpwer:&ii|)<liiy«adra)tf diiioai 
\f4 truths. You iee ift: what a €ODviadkig aod 9&QLn 
ing siaaper the apoOie Paul ^pealcs of his own odo* 
4aA, «^ that ot the other apoftles, a Cor. f* 14^ 
1 5« ' For tb« love of Chiift c^aftraioetfa u^ bccaufa 

* iKc diQa^iidge, that if o|ie died for all| then wera 

* all dead : aad that h^ died for aU, that they which 

* Uveiihoiild not b«DCefof<b live uato theaa&lves,bu£ 
\Wtohi|ii which 4^«d far thenii and lofe agaiu/ II 
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iiy dooMe^ lawful, nay, it is for diV glory of God; 
ID iDakcocxafidnd petition of everyaiigainentagsdnft 
fioy drawn from natare, reafon» and experience, to 
ibew that * die law is holy, the commandment holy, 

* jnft, and good/ But let us not hope to make coa- 
fcientioQS^ aAire, froitfdlChriftxans, any other way,' 
dUa by teachkig them to five ' the life diat they Ihre' 
« ia die fleflii a life of faith on the Son of God, who 

• kved them, and gave bitnfelf for them.* ' 

All who know the grace of God in trath^ will de- 
iire-to have this cooneAion between one truth and 
aootber, and the Ibiaeoce of trath on doty invida* 
Uy preierved. It is, indeed, common with Ibme to 
•Hedge, that the fUends of the gofpel, thofe Who are 
attached to the dofirioe of redemption, are enemies 
to die hw, and tbat they do not love to hear their 
doty preached to them. I look upon tbis as an nn* 
|Qft and detcftabk flander, and comolonly Q^read by 
thofe who know notldag of the fubfervieticy of the 
law to the gofpel, or rather who underfhmd very' 
Kttle either of the one or the other. If a minifler' 
preaches the bolinels of God's natnre, with whom 
evil caaaoc dwdl; if iie preaches the dtities of the 
floral kw, in all the force of its oschafigeable obli- 
gatioD, and all the terror of its awfidl &16H0D, in 
order to convince hb hearers, that they are UaUe to 
wrath, I know so found Chriftian- vi^ will find 
fitolt with it : nay, I am perfuaded, that miniflers, 
who love the doArine of fidvation by gracci do of- 
ten pmch the moral hw In foch terms, diat many 
legal perfixis are ready to tremble at the hearing of 
k; for tbey wilUagly ofe the words of the apofifc 



BflMt GaL iii« io« * For at many a»are of the vfaiia 
< of UiQ biWj are under thecar^; for U is writfeo, 
' c«r(ed ift <nrery cm that coacioaetfa not la all the 
« .tbii^.wbich are written in the bookof the law to 
f 4o^ ihm* But if ierioos peHbos bear the daties 
of the iaiv, j^pe^ched as the.grouods iof their aocep* 
taQce«.au4;t^e fooodatioa of tlieir peace wi^i Go(( 
it is.na wonder ibat they iay, after an approved ^e* 
xample» * j£ rigbtQ9u&^ came by .the law, then 
'CbriftisdeadinvaiD.' 

Agjun, if a miaiAer |ireach tfae^do^ of .the gt>^ 
ip^l, ^xptaia tbci» k>4dl their exteni^ and prc&r them 
by arguments 'drawn from the New Teflament» aa 
the fruiitf of faitbt as the evidences bftheik* chal^ 
as a ^ebt of .gratitude t6 tbdr Redeemer, as the 
marks- of thcu^ rekt^ to him^ and attoeffiury' tb fit' 
tb^oi^rhisfrefenci, Ihtikvc'n ^1 not b««Mica8p<J 
tab^ ta any of .bis p^fde. . r On the. oontrsiry/ ikey 
do nfually both approve and delight in thefe fennoM 
which are moft fearching (o theccnfcieoce, andmoft 
dear a^M e^tplicit in. the trial of tl»^r flate. Titur 
iii. $. ' This is a fiithfol &yiag, and thpfe diiogs I 

* wUl ibat:UiOQ ft&m.oonifafiily, that they Driddi 

* have befieved mGodmisht. be canefial to fflSHDOun 
'goodwoika: thefe things arc good and pjofifaMe 

* tinto men.' It is onr duty to (hew, not only that 
piofei&ng Cbriftiflnsoo^t tabehdy, bnt that they 
mi^ b^ h{tiy ; land that if thqf^ live and die tte Ibvea 
of %ny knoivn fio^ Chriftr and ail that he hath done, 
(haU profit them nothing, bat onfy aggravate dieir 
condanontton. I will -bar this tefttanony to my 
own bsaierii that, ^ it was always a prin^de unth 



»^ t» piM:b ihr 4ofi»ts of ivdefliptioii wim 
aix^wdsPltQattoBpttafiod thernvrkeie ^ieyart 
fKK» lV9 bowdkTsalkgBricaliiMpitiatloa ; fo tliefe 

V)Si#dkifei«tf|g9avdciilardbtiei*ope&iogtl^ 
oplll^ dtfl&Dg«(hiiigth«m from fhdr com 
{veffiog cfaen ofxm the ooafiaeticey have met whb as 
flVick tpprQbalioo»a&d been bcaitd with as little folpi* 
liiiiTi^tny iiriw tnr irr But tfanymifiifier had preached 
b fuch amaooer, as to fet the^oiWiiieef filvational* 
HgplbBT afidc, aodto foffKife that we ecmM obey ia 
Wr.<iWflt ftfcngltW or tbaa CSod; was Meb^ to ds far 
tpr woiiu* ioflead of oar bei»g indebted ta him, 
botkftir ftr4figth. to peform Aeifi» and mercjr to 
Wffk. thM» I be&ere ic would oat have paOed 
lAl^^^^atcfiue; ao<i I fiadendy prajTr that the tinie 
w^fmpt conM,:wheoh will, hi any oortter of chH 
^iMcby but efpedatty frooi; the pulpit in which t 

: ThBdd|i£Maod«b£brd}trtbatfiad$pIaoewitbm^^ 
ap;l!fc(enm thegfsatoflipity. Itfs abt qaeoninoii to 

ilLfltllpi^tid ixwerfarion. agBJaft^hera, afs enemki 
tOi'flMiEaiitf; .as tttroiiig t!be gpaee of Ood iblo K- 
caaUott%ft» as not only QegkdUogt but even oppc-' 
fiag. ^ ohiigatiQA of his law; In the mean wbilei if 
y^piilhoMt tfae;fTffl» yah;ihaU nn^ meet with aiijr 
tbJ9gilMte vtbs&is €fA^\ooSk and' geoeitili a ^eda- 
i^ft^dn.tbd faei^Di3i.df..wtiier anitthe ne^eflSty oP 
hipd^H^fi^ ora iia7,faDpei:fe6::flcc^ c^the olkis A^ 
fmm QanTto maomtiie tommon ifatereoiiii^of f&^ 
cSaI li^ ^4;^ if )^ hear the oth^r, lttis.pr6babfe^ 



50U «iay hear fhwf of the bard &]nii^ of the g9» 
Ipd, not only the oeceffity of doi&g joftioe, and lov<- 
w% vmcfy with the cert^a damnaciotf of thofe wbd 
hold mjuOt gaid widiout reflitntion ; bat the necefr 
fuy of loriog God above aU created comforts^ habi* 
jUlaHy dtre£liag every part of oar conduft taUs 
glopy,. and bdng fiocerdy, and ivhhout relerve, fiib^ 
udffive ta his provideace. Yoo may alb, probabhf, 
hear die dudes of every rektion defcended to with 
« partkularify, .and) the ncgleft or breach of therii 
reproved with a fererity, that is no where eUe to bt 
jRMiod. Now, I defire to koow which ofnheie are 
the greateft friends to morality. So flrong Is the 
deoeptloQ, that I have imownieveralof the hearers of 
thesaofl boafted mora] preachers, who cooM not avoid 
be»ayu^« by their difcourfe, that they confidered 
the exercifes of piety, as no part of morality, and 
tery coofiftciittyi indeed, with thefe priodples, treats 
ed them w^fa the sioft aUblote oegleA. 

I hapwc Utile hope of the- convldteo;, bat wouU 
gladly, if poffibie, ftop the movths of galnfayevs: oft 
this fvbjtei. Is ir ftot ofuali €0 in^rk Mt the frieodf 
qt fabattoaby grace, u&dor the title of extraordi^ 
ftary ftiidl^andetninent profeflcn-tf ; generally, indeed^ 
wi^Jh a i^lew to chaltes^e the 'fiiScerfty of that ^ro» 
felfoa, und load i^ mKh obloqiiy and feprosrdi} 
Bat eOfifidcr, I pray y^, wit^ \»hM f^rt^rieiy you 
^ them the oaMeof prdfeflbrs^f what is it that 
fhey profefs I It is, diat ihey ar« nothteg io them^ 
ft}vl!s, and deierve nothing at the hand of God bal 
wrath for then- itns ; that they have- no hopt ^ ac-f 
ceptanee^ but by the free grace di Gftd ihveugh |fa0 
A a 
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ttdempAoa that is in Chrift ; that they can do oo- 
thing of thoBifelvcs that is good, bat, by the grace 
of Cod, are what they are; fo that there is no room 
Jeft for them to glory. Is not this their faith and 
peribafion i Why are they then called profeflbrs ? 
•Ton are the proCdObrs, who make yonr boaft of the 
Jaw, and glory in the excellence and peife&ion of 
homan virtue. Shew us then yonr faith by yonr 
jwcM'ks; juflify yonr profeffion by yonr pra<9ice; 
. lK>a(Ung will brmg yon little credit. But let os fee 
who have |he moft ibber, honeft* holy, heavenly 
lives; thefe are certainly actuated by the bed prio* 
ciples. 

Bnr, I mnft» lo part, retra£l what I have faid ; (off 
afier all, the fervants <^ Cbrift are indeed profeffin-s. 
They have taken on the holy profef&on of the gofpd: 
and, in faA, any inflance of irregular cooduA in 
them is more obferved, more deeply reproached, and 
gives greater offence than the very lame in perfbns 
of a different cbaraAer. When they depart from 
cfaetr dutf, and from firi^lnefs of conveiiation, I 
give them freely up to the cenfures of their qiemies; 
they have richly delerved them, and therefore they 
ought to bear them. In the mean time, let me put 
thofe in mind, who, in the midft of their triumphf 
fiigmatize them with the name of profijirs, that 
they do tbem* or rather their profeflioo, more ho- 
nour than they are aware of; for they (how that they 
themfelves are ienfible that fuch principles ou^t to 
have produced hdincis in the converiation. So far as 
they reproach the finner, or the deteAed hypocrite, 
ihey do what is right, and it can fcarcely be ovcff- 
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dooe. But, when they take occafion to bring a re«- 
proach OQ the prtfeffim itftlf, their very fucceft is a 
condeoiDatioQ of themfelves ; for that thegrofs crimes 
of thehr own admirers, are lefs oflcnfive, is juft bc» 
caufe their prtfeffion is ifefs holy. Nothing woUid^ 
give xne greater pain, than ta tinderftand that mjp 
do6brine were to the tafte of midnight riolers; 
iwearerSy and Sabbath* breakers; and, if anyfoch 
are found among the admirers of moral preachiog/ 
their teachers could not do themfelves a* greater ho* 
Hour, than by renotrnctng the conneitioa. 

4. Fidelity in dedaring the whole counfil of Ctdg 
implies preaching every truth in its proper ieafon; 
' There is, as Solomon tells us, a time for evtry things 
' under the fan;' and, where the truths of the go^ 
fpel are taught in their (eafbn, it gives them- a p^rti^^ 
cular luAre^ as well as an untommoo force. That 
you may underfland what I mean by preaching the 
truths of religion in their feaibn^ you may obferve»- 
that, befides giving with aiSduity and care, the ne-^ 
ceflary inftrudions for every particular duty incum- 
bent (HI peribns, families, or coogregatiotts, the lea- 
ion may vary, and the propriety and neceffity of in* 
fifting upon feme truths, may arHefr<»n two drcnm- 
fiances;— the ftate of religion among a people ;«-^ 
a&d the afpef): of providence towards them. 

ift^ It may arife from the flate of religbn among 
a people. Surely it is the duty of a minifter to fult 
his infiruQions to the prefent and moft preffing ne- 
eeffities of his hearers ; not to fofter their prgudioef^ 
but, with care and judgment, tocorreft than; uoc 
^ lardon or overlook their.pFevailiog errorsi \m toi 
Aa X 
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fcQifj tbcm i not to bear with, epidemic fiat, bur^ 
i^tfa boldoels and ie?erky» to reprove them. U will 
be ieeot on the foUowIog bead, that iooie of the 
greateft difficulties that lye in the way of tniaiAers, 
aod the ilrooaeft temptatioas to onfaithfulaefv come 
from ibii foarter. At prefent I fhai] only fhortly illaf* 
tiate the obierratioo, and fupport it by the pra Aice oi 
the apoiUes. We fee, that, io ipeakiog either to per- 
fons or churches, they took care to have a partica* 
hr eye to their Aate and cbaradler, and adapted their 
infiru^lionsi and even their expreflions, to thefe dr- 
cumftances with the utmoft fidelity, and the great- 
^ dull. Neither is there any way by which we can 
£> well enter into the meaning of the fcriptures, or 
perceive tbdr beauty, as by confidering the coodi- 
tton and chara£lers of thofe to whom the feveral 
parts of th^m are immediately addrelTed. We (ball 
alio lee a nwaure of zes^ and prudence in the hoi; 
apoflleSf when adiog onder the dtredion of the Spi- 
rit of God. What an admirable example have we 
of propriety and fidelity in the apo(Ue Paul's dif- 
Gourle to Felix, the Roman governor, when he de- 
fired to hear him concerning the faith of Chrift I 
We ^c XfMt A£ls xxiv. 25. that he took occafi(»^ 
to 'reafonof righteoufiiefs, teB^)erance« and judg^ 
* ment to. come.' In ipeakii^ to one, who had, pro^. 
babiy, no other iotention, ia defirisg to hear fcim, 
Aan to gratify his curiofity^ by obtainiog a dlftinifl 
accoontctf' the wonderful hiftoryof Cbrift, bethoii^t 
proper toftppiyto all tbofeprindpks of natural coi^in 
fsux whkb mi^t be fnppoTeds yet to retain fomo 
fowi^ ov«r hiaa* And if (as aoan; jq4i4o!U5 kiterfceii 
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vers think) iaftead of temperance, we fliould read 
oootineoce, it was* a bold and (evere, yet well^tiaoed 
reproof to him and Drufiila, who were then living 
in adoltery. We cannot help alfo being ftrock with 
the anihaken boldnefs of theApoftle, who coirid 
ipeak with fb much freedom to the governor, '^^ 
\irhofe hands he was then as a prifoner, and before 
whom be expeAed fbon to Aand, and. receive ien**- 
fence from him>as^ a judge; 

• You may aUb'obierve the apoftle Paul's attenttoa^ 
to> and concern for the particular (lace of the charcfa* 
es to which he wrote his epifQes. The church of 
CotiDth ieems to have been greatly infefted with di« 
vifions and contentions, and thefe unhappily inflani'* 
ed by ambitious and faSious teachers, under whooi 
they were marihalled as fo finaay leadersj and to 
whofe name and intereft they leenv to have beeo* 
nore devoted., than even to thoie of their Mafter,. 
i- Cor. ill. 3,. 4.. * For ye are yet carnal: for, where- 
^ as there is among, youen vying, and flrife, and divi- 
^ iions, are ye not carnal^.and walk as men I For^, 
^ white one faiths I am of Paul, and aoother, I am o£ 
*- ApoUosj are yenot carnal ? * Agaiufl this-the apoftle* 
writes with the greateft^ zeal and. warmth,, and, ab 
the fame time, with the. g^eatcft prudence. He 
(hews bow inconfiftent it was with the fpirit of the* 
gofpel; and how derogatory. tD.the.hoooiir of Chrift. 
He endeavours to make themfenfible, that the moffe 
ifele and faithful miniflers w^re no more than iaftru* 
ments in his hand, and' owed their fuccefs entirdy/ 
to the blelling of God accompanying their labour^. 
pskHibe lame chapter^ ver. 5, 6^ 7. 'Who theaJft 
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P PauU and who is ApoUos, but mioifters by whom 
' ye beiieTedy even as the Lord gave to every man ? 
••I have plaoted, Apollos watered ; but God gave 
' the ioaeafe. So then, neither is he that pianteth 
< any thing, neither be that watereth, but God ttet 

* giveth the increafe.' What defo-ves particular no- 
tice, 18, that, in all probability, the mention of hxnir 
fclf and Apolkw here, was merely hypothetical, or 
to ferve by way of example. The real heads of the 
|iarties in the Corinthian church, were other teach- 
ers than either Paul or Apollos, whom he did not 
thufe to name, but ftated his argument in this left 
offenfive and more convindng form. The tru th is, 
there Is no diforder in a church, that is harder to 
deal with, than a fpirit of contention. Other fms 
may be reproved with feverity, and you will be fup-* 
^fed to be in the exercife of yoor duty when doing 
fo; but this will not allow itfdf to be reproved, be- 
caufc it will not confefs Itfelf to be a crime, and is 
therefore often exafperated by the attempts to hca! 
it. You may fee fometimes a man of ftrife cover all 
iSnder a flaming profeffion of religion, and yet c<wi- 
doft itiofuch a manner, that we may fay of him, as 
the fervants of Nabal faid ci their mafter, * he is 

* fuch a fon of Belial, that a man cannot fpeak to 
••him.' 

I might produce ttJany other exaaoples feom the 
holy fcriprores ; but thde are fufficicnt, to (hew that 
it is the duty of a minifter to feit hinftfclf to the ftaco 
of rtligion among his peopk, t^ with-holding no- 
thing that is profitable, bnt particularly tofifting oo 
what it fi&oft oee4fuL if any of tbe truths of #c£<% 
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fpd are in danger of being negleAed> if the j are uo- 
dermiaed by iecret, or afiauited by open eaemies^ it 
is the duty of a minilter to make frequent mentioo 
of them» left they (hould be forgotten ; and to fup- 
pore and confirm tbem, that they may obtain accep- 
tanoe. If any duty is in danger of falling into dif- 
efteem, and a falfe ihamc makes many decline the 
prndice, a failbful minifter (hould ftand forth an o- 
pm and zeabus advocate for its continuance. If any 
particular fin, or fins, prevail remarkably in a placc^ 
and appear to be gaining gronndi it is the duty of e 
minifter to beware <^ yielding to the ftream^ or ieek- 
ing his own quiet by iilence ; on the contrary, he 
ought to double his diligence, and make the mod re- 
folate and vigorous.oppofition tojthe incroachlng iq- 
vW. Of ail this, I fuppofe, you will clearly perceive 
l>oth the meaning aad the juflice. Thefe circum^ 
fiances are the intimations of Providence, and poiot 
cut, in the moft fignificant manner,, not only what 
is a part of a miniffer*s work in general, but alia 
what is the immediate wiU of Cod as to- his prefent 
4wty. J, 

* 2dfy, The proper (eafon of infiAing on ^particular 
truths may arile from the alpefl of providence to 
wards the church in general, or a congregation, fas> 
mily, or perfon, in, p^Mrticular. You iee the apoIUes 
^onftantly Qiake uie of the Hate of the fbnrdi ivt 
their time, ; the number ant} violence of its enemies* 
to excite the fervants of Chrift to vigiIanGe» to e3> 
hort them to ooafiancyY a&d to exercife them to pa- 
tience. They aUb leem particularly attentive to teacb 
i^, QOQv^Bru lanuke ufe cf rhe aidolaiiQas of ,|^ 
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gofpe! with this view, Rom. viii. 18. * For I Fecko% 

* chat the fafFeriDgs oF thh prefeat time are aot wor^ 

* thy to be compared with the glory which Ihall be re^ 

* vealcd iw u6*--^aDd the fame chapter^ verfes 35, 
36, 37. ' Who (hall* feparate us from the lave of 

* Cbrift : ihall tribulation, or diArefs^ or perfecution^ 
^ er femine, or Dakeduefi^ or perit, or fword ? (As 
^ it is. written, for thy fake we are killed all the day 

* long ; we are accounted as flieep for the flaogfater.) 
^^ay, in all thefe things we are more than conquer 

'* rors, through him that loved us/ Impending cala« 
mities of fiich an alarming nature that they fpeak, 
as it were, of themfelves, and afibr4 the noblelt op* 
portunities of awakening the attention, and moving 
the afieAions, of biidgmg the carelels to conviflioni 
and IHrring up the holy to watohfulnefs. In times 
of publrclc danger too the (eif-feeking miniiler 
throws ofF the maft, and deferts the cauie, whils 
the faithful who remaln> are oecefldrily animated^ 
with uficommon zeal-. 

• • Bat a difRrenr afpeft of Providence calls al/o for 
ioAru£lk>n in feafon. In times of publick ^uiet ancf 
fecurity, there is tliegrcateft rcafon to dread, and, 
by confequence; to guard agdinit indifference and 
formality in religioo, on the one hand, or unnecei^ 
lary contention about it on- the. other. When the 
profeffion of the gdfpel 19 at any rate ftfe» and iff 
^me degree profitable, the church is-aflways income 
bered with a dead weight of cuftomary Chriftians, 
who recdve their relfgioo from thdr fathers, and 
tODtinue to tread,.as it were, in the beaten path. It 
^noeaiy natter^ to (bake tUdr iecoiity^ irbeo^^everj; 
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outward circuzfiAaoce coo^ires toeQaeafe in > 4ad 
as the fpintual ilumber takes hold, in (bmc sDcaiu.rti 
even of tbofe who are alive unto God^ it i$ op trifling 
talk to exercife difcipliae, at once with prudence and 
ivith £rmQefS| and to prefcrve the life ai^d power of 
religioo, when every thing is Aiffening into fortn. it 
is very eafy, indeed, when there is a bard^conftA 
between health and corruption^ in the body df- 
ChriA, that is to fay» in his vifible cbui^». fbv 
one, or a few members, to pour out complaVnts a« 
gainft thofe who govern it; to lay to the charge of 
minifters thoie abufes which arq the grief cf their 
bearts; and, all at onqe, to fet ajbrout making a oewf 
model according to their own fancy. But I apprtft 
head it is a much better, though a more difficult 
duty, to obey the Redeemer's counfel, to ' be watch^ 
< fill, and ftrengthen the things that remain and ai« 
* ready to die.' Alas! how ofteado the oew diibr^ 
ders that break out in feparating focieties betray ttie 
naughty materials of which they are compofiuU 
They are much in the fame way as the fod who t aa 
away from his own fhadow, but run where he would 
it was as fooa there as he. They run away from 
the corruptioa of human uature, aod they (hall Hen 
ver be quit of i^ becaufe they carry it with tbem« ' 
There is oneotb^ temptation which I (hall brief- 
ly mention, ks almoft inicparabk from a Aate of dut^ 
ward quiet in the church of Chri(t. Thofe, if I may 
fpeak fo, who keep their garments clean, as to the^ir^f^ 
are (carcely able to bear up under the triah of the 
times* TVbeu they fee one attempt after another, for 
tl^.i^^vival^f truth aadrighteoufoefsi defeated by tlic^ 
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fireogth of corraption, they are in danger of impa« 
ticDce and fretfulnefi (^gainft providence, and fome- 
times are even tempted to call in qneflion the reali- 
ty of religion altogether; as ifit did not meet with 
diat fupport and countenance* from the great Rakr, 
which fhey think is its due. But the mod coouBoa 
Amger is^ that of falling into a defpondent negleft of 
duty, of not doing \i^bat they ought, becaufe it has 
not hidierto had the tStfk which they defire. la 
facfa a cafe, no doubt, it is the duty of mlniilers to 
fortify them, by giving proper views of the wifdom 
and fovereignty of Providence; by (hewing the paths 
•f God towards his church, in antient times; and 
that thde have, in ^very age, been the complaints 
and fears of good men, from the weaknefs of their 
faith, and the imperfe^ion of their knowledge. It 
vas the complaint of the Pfalmift, Pfal. budx. 4* 

* We are become a reproach to our neighbours, a 

* Icorn and derifion to them that are round about us/ 
Bot it led him to prayer for the revival of religion,* 
as well as the profperity of his~ country, verfe 5, 

* How long, Lord, wilt thou be angry for ever ? 

* fliall thy jealoufy burn like fire?' and, in the 8th 
and 9th verfes, *0 remember not againft us former 

* iniquities: let thy tender mercies (peedily prevent 

* as : for we are brought very low. Help us, O God 

* of our falvation, for the glory of thy name : and 
' deliver us, and purge away our fins for thy names 
' lake/ 

But thccourfe of providence, toward the chnixh 
in general, is not only to beobferved and improvedj^ 
but whatever is remarkable or fiogular^ in pardciK 
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lar coogr^atioos. I fhali not dwell opofi examplei 
of thiSy becanfe it is s^y porpole to pat it into prap-' 
ttce, aad by that meaps, to iUuftrs^fe it ia^hc appji^ 
catiOQ of this difcoorfe. Let it fufficc to fay, that 
thofe truths, or exhortations, which are fbaodcd oo 
the vifible fiate of providence, carry a degree (^ evi^ 
dence and weight with thetn» that is peculiar, to 
themfelyes. Kooy^n charaf^era and fcenes iiludrate 
the deicriptiony facilitate the application, ^nd increal<^ 
the convi£tion. 1 do not mean the expofing of p^r<« 
jticolar perfons, by the introdu6li0Q of iiagle and 
recent fafts. Bat if a minifter is able with judg« 
xneot and propriety, to reflefl light upon divine^ 
truth,, by pointing out the evil confequ.ences of £ia| 
in general, the caufcs of the prevalence of one lia- 
more than another, and the infenfible changes that> 
are produced in the manners of men, by the change 
of their outward condition, it is certainly his duty; 
and when the ftate of his own people furniflies Ae; 
opportunity, if he would fpes^c the. Word iQ..feafoo^ 
he ought not to let it pafs. 
. To ihcfc obfervations I only add, that, in the whole 
courfe of private parochial duties, a faithful minifler 
will fpcak the truths of God in their proper feafoQ. 
If Jn family vifitation, or private and perlbnal admo- 
nition, he hath not a particular view, either to their* 
charaAer, as far as it is knowti, or their ftate In pro- 
vidence, however excellent or important his inftrae- 
tions may be, in other rePpefls. he declareth not the 
whole counfe! of God. But if he is truly afluated 
by a defirc of being ufeful, and keeps this drcaqnr 
(Unce iahis eye, with what readinefi will he.como 
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SHumate Ittftra^^on to the ignorant, cx>n£}]ation to 
Ibe 4tlkma, aifd #eprdof to the obfHpate? He wilf 
rdqpiBflMod^tothe rid^, hiinilhj and liberality ; to 
aUwbo are* in poverty, patience dnd indnftry; tcf 
farcotty af&doify in teaching and goverDmeot ; to 
cbiUrcD, obedfence, attention, and fobjeflion; and 
ttifervams* integrity and faith fulnefi in their truf!| 
or, ta the langoage of the Holy Ghoft, as a "wife 
fervaor, • he will give to every one his portion of 

* meat 10 dne feafbn/ 

•■ y. In the laft place, declaring the wiok counfel ef 
Ccdy knpfies preaching the troths of the gofpel, ho« 
oeftly and boldly, withont refpeft of perfons. I am 
perfuaded the apoftle Paul, who was himfelf fo re- 
itiarkable for an undaunted conmge in his MaflerV 
draft, had this, amongft other things, in view, when 
lu? (%y%y he had not Jbunned to declare the counfel of 
CW. There are few temptations more dangerous^,' 
ti> a nlntfter, than the fear of man. Such is the mz^ 
llgnaiu'dtHntty of the wicked againft the good, that^ 
he may fuffer injury from them in his name, his fob-* 
fidoce, and even hie perfon. ' A^inft this danger our 
Savknir has warned bis difciples in the following paC- 
fage; Luke xik 4. * Aod I (ay unto you, mj friends, 
« he 'not afraid of them that kill the body, and' 

* after that bafve no more that they can cfo;- buc 

* I wiH' forewarn you whom you (hall fear : fear 

* iMawhkfh, after Ke Hath killed, hath poW tocaft' 

* felo hell; yea, I fay unto you, fear him.' It is re- 
maricable, that iff Ae prayers recorded in fcriptnne, ' 
as'offinrcd upby the apoftles, for divine affiftanceifi 
their laered office, as weK as thofepallages iir wfatcb * 
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they aflc Uie prafers aad lafierceffioQ of thsir fellow 
€briftiiiiit» this circiiAftadee is almoft never focgoje- 
tea. Boldififi and re&hitioQ was what tbejr iaw 
^ejr ftoaU always fiand ia seed ^, AAs 17. 25^ 
^ And iK>w» Lord.' bdiold tbrir tbreatnidgs^ and 

* grant aato thy firvftnts, that, with aH b(ridfiefit» 

* they may fpcak thy word. Eph. yi. j8, 19. Phiy- 
^ iag always, with all pfaycr aad fopplicatioa, la the 
^ ipirit> and watching thereamta, with all periev^ 

* rooce and ropplicatioa for all faiats : aad for m^ 
*ihat Btterance may he^veo oato me, that I may 
' opea my moath boldly, to make kaown the my^ 

* tery of the Gofpd, 

The trials of the apoftles were indeed in this r»- 
%>eA uno3mfix>aly Tevere ; but, even letting aflde 
<€he cafe of open periecatioo» there is great realba 
ibrmiaifters tf^ guard agaiaft that fear of man, which 
iKingeth a iiiare. As their hearers »*€ of all different 
•raoks aad degrees, th^ (Hight, with the ntmoft im- 
fMirtialily* to preach the dudes iocumbent npon, and 
^eproue the das that cleave to men of every ftatioa. 
As they fpi^ in the name of God, and carry a mef'- 
Age froa^ the King of kings* they ought to do it 
with the digpity that becomes an ambaHador froia 
tikn. They ought not to be difmayed at the pre- 
fclice of the moA high and ihighty of their fellow 
^finners, when they remember the continnal prelence 
it hhn before whom ' mean men are vanity, and 
< great men are a lie.' I know, my brethren, that . 
there is. a refpeA and deference due to men, accord- 
ing to their ftati(xi, and that a confcientious Chrif* 
tian will mve them .the fnbje^ion that bebngs to 
B b 
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their raok, and aotboriry io civil life, 'not onJj for 
^ wrath, bat alio for confdeoce tikt.' Bnt this does 
not hinder him, who watches for their fouls, to ^ve 
them faithful warning, and, where it is necei&ry, m 
debar them from the ieab of God's covenant, left 
they fliould at once profane his ordinance, and roia 
their own ibuis. 

I fay, and I pray you to attend to it, min their own 
fouls \ becaufe I ki»>w not a greater iojury that cad 
be done to the great, than that conftant adulation 
that is paid to them, and that indulgence to their 
Aults, which, by weakening the reproofs of confer- 
ence, tends to hinder their repentance and reformation. 
I take this opportunity to (ay, that if eternity is of 
any moment the great are not to be envied but pitied. 
Some are hindered by interefl, and feme by fear, firom 
dealing plainly and faithfully with them ; and it h 
wonderful to think how much the opinions and con- 
dufl of others blinds them as to the (late of their 
; own ibuls. It is recorded, to the honour of an an- 
tient bifliop, that for an aJl of cruelty he debarred 
the emperor himielf from the Lord's table. I know | 
there are many who would pronounce this, imme- ! 
dtately, the aA of an ambitious and aflnming prieft; 
but It will always be, in my eyes,*a revered example 
of honefly and faithfulnefs in a mxnifter of ChriA. 

II. I proceed, now, to the fecond thing propofed, 
which was to confider the difficulties which may lie 
in a minifters way, and tempt him to Jbun any part 
of his work. Thefe are very various, and not eafy 
cither to enumerate or defcribe. What hath gene- 
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raUy made the greateft itnpreffioa apod me, either' 
from experience or obfervatioo^ I (hall dwell upon 
a little : it may be reduced to the three followiog 
head*,-— Sloth or worldlinefi ia oiirfeives, — the 
prejudices of our people**— and the oppofition of 
our enemies. 

I. Sloth or worldlinefs in minifters, themfelves, 
may tempt them to fhun fome part of their work. 
You will fee, from the preceding obfervations, that 
&e work of a minifler is both extenfive and difH* 
cult. It requires the greateft intention of mind, 
the application, (o to fpeak, of the whole man. It 
Inquires judgment to lay down the plan, diligence 
and perfeverence to carry it into execution. Now 
flothfulnefs, and a love of eafe or pleafure, to which 
we have all too great a bias, muft be a very danger- 
ous temptation ; to evade fome part of the duty, or 
flur it over in a (light or carelefs manner. There is 
a very great difference between doing our work in 
Ibme fort, or fo as to avoid punidiment from our 
fuperiors, efpecially at a time when the reins of go- 
vernment are not held very hard, and doing it with 
that zeal and application which a concern for the 
r glory of God, and love to the fouls of men, (hould 
habitually infpire. We have all reafon to be a/ham- 
ed, that the important objedls we have in view, aud 
the interefting fubjefts we have to treat of, do not 
put an edge upon our fpirits, and deliver us from 
that lazy unconcerned manner, which is equally dif- 
honourable to God, and hurtful to the ibuls'of men. 
I take the liberty to obferve, that (lothfuinefs is very 
incident to perfons of confiderable abilities ; ioftead 
Bb a 
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cf being excited to improve tbeir talents,, they are 
inclined to trnft to them. Fiodiog, by experience, 
that they can do tolerably with but little pains, 
they foon come to content themfelves with next to 
none. Perhaps I might apply here the common ob« 
{ertatioQ, that as few know their own wcaknefs, fa 
at few know dieir own ftreogth> or what they might 
do by the coofcientions improveoien^ of their oatiH 
ral powers. We have feen many examples of jp^r* 
foils of weak capadty» wbo» by the help of piety afl4 
diltgenoe, have d^ie every part o( their mUiifterU 
duty, in a maaner far fnperior to tbele of mudi 
greater talents, whoft heart did not lie la tl^ic 
work. 

The daogq* of (loth, as a temptation, will appear,, 
in the (Ironged U^t, from what has been iaid, oa 
the fidelity of a mioifier in declaring all the cawaipi^ 
of God. He may not only deal with a flack ha<u^ 
and do his work imperfe^ly ; but, as it coniids oC 
very different parts, he may cbaie the eafler, and 
leave the harder. He may apply chiefly to what la 
mofl plealaot to bimieifA or whgt gives him the greats 
efl opportunity to (bine in the eyes of others, whilq 
he ocgleAs thoie parts tha^ are moce buKdenfome to^ 
the fiefh. The danger of diia is the greater, thai 
thofe parts of a minifter's work, to which a flothfu^ 
mind is ufually moft reludant, are alio thole, the 
negledl of which can be moft eafily palliated or coa-i 
cealed. And, indeed, it is wonderful to think iifbat 
ingenious excufcs men will iavent for the ne^ft of 
thofe duties which they have no ipdiaation, ta per^ 
forn». I ha.^e often he^d minift^s endeaKQ^i; tqt 
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prove, that vifitatioa^ families, which doubtleis it 
a very fatiguing, was alio a very uoprofitable and on* 
fieceflary piece of fiarvice, than which, I thiok, there 
never was aoy thii^ more maoifefily falie. It is not 
00J7, when executed with fidelity, of great im^ 
mediate nie, in itfelf, but, by giving a minifter a 
thorough knowledge of his people, enables him to 
perform every other part of his work with the great- 
er propriety and fnccds. A minifter ought to be like 
a fervant, wholly at his matter's dilpofal, who has no 
choice as to his work, but is ready to obey what 
Gody in his providence, (hall fee fit to command 
him. 

I joined worldlinefs with floth, becaufe they are 
near of kin, and commonly co-operate one with an- 
other. It is not my intention, in any part of this 
reafboing, to point out thofe who are wholly un- 
faithful, and mean no more but to fhear the fleece, 
iRrithout caring for the flock; but to fhew how thoie 
finful difpofitions, which, in part, take jdace in every 
one of us, if they be fuflered to gather ftrength, may 
obftru A us in our duty.- Too many worldly cares^ 
or too much indulgence of worldly pleafure, muA 
be aVery dangerous temptation to thofe who are ea- 
trufted with the care of fouls. The apofUe Paul 
feys of himfelf, that he was ' feparaied to the gofpel 
• of God,' lb is every minifter of. Chrift. A prudent 
attention to his necef&ry provifion, indeed, and or« 
dering his aiFarrs with difcretion, is not only lawful,. 
but highly ufeful and expedient; as it frees him from 
anxiety, and gives him greater liberty of mind for 
ptoiccutmg die ends of lus calling. But fcr one, ap-. 
Bb 3 
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poiate4 to lahoan in holy ibiogs^ to be dtber (pf^iid^ 
]y covetous, or from ioterefted ambitious views, to 
ft^ow worMly occ'upaticms, b certaioly dthei: 3.&- 
crliegioMs.breach of troft, or aouDreafooaUeaQdofi- 
fiBDlive diftirQft of God. 

2* Aaother very great, difiiqulty, yfhkh ckmt Ikt 
in the way of a mioiAcr, arif<^ 60m 1^ prgqdicet 
eChia people. ItveouldbekUeloliifpofiMhaieiQBir 
we (hall &Dd a people, amoDg whom these aie 90 
miftaken notions, or UDjofl pcepofleffioDS, v^ndi k 
is our doty, with prndence, but al the fame tama 
U'ithhooefty, towithfiand. Asoocoogc^atioDLcan 
cxpe^ to meet with a perfeA.miaifter; ib no mA 
fler (hould expeA to meet with a finkfefs colli- 
gation. If there were any fiidi, there would be Itfr- 
tie need' of a nunifter at all. Yon are to obfeE?e» 
that I do not here chiefly intend that bias and pro-! 
peoiity to fin, which is natncal tp us aU,, which 
reigns in the wicked, ^nd ftruggka. for indulgeBfce 
in the good ; and, which, therefore, callsc for * doc- 

* trinet reproof, and correAion, and infiru^ltoo,. in 

* righteoufnefs.' Though I muft cAferve^ that even 
ivith regard to this, when a^y fin is common and 
prevalent in a place, when it has long kept pof&f- 
fion, and has been generally overlooked ; if a mini's 
fter fees it his doty to reprove it with feverity, and 
efpecially if he will not tolerate it without c^nfore^ he 
may expeft no little difficulty and oppofition. There 
are many who will complain of him as too rigid, and 
impute to ill-nature, and indifcretion, what arifesfrom 
the diftates of confcience, and a fciife of dutjf* By 
bearing open teftimony againft the intrpduifliQa Q^ 
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be will often iocor not only ibfi batred of the pror 
fli^lq^ \m Uk difiinrobaxioaQf dipfe prudent cpor 
pttei^ wbo are at,oocQ4lbaaieditP'^pi!9ii;e, and an* 
Villiog: tQ oppolc aixy iinful rebiXA^n^ 

Eat wbat I ba4 <4uefly Uk vie^» wa^». to^ mcatipn 
tb^<$. pr^ndifieft that amy preyailj^ wi||> rq;grd tp it* 
)i0(9P ;; ^ wbiob: laay be. of {^s^^^ oa(^re» a€» a «i- 
4|ii^ nay b^uoder a necafliq; i^^ oqly of vi^Q&qg 
$9: CQPpiy witlH bnt^ pf opp^fiflg: in tbQ ipoft difisft 
^ pofitive nwnner.. If any eproi; on ioiAakes» of ixiA- 
feqnenc^ preyailt qiifaer ampog bU^pfopl^inigBPeQak 
or apy part of tbeoit «<tbpr amo^ tbe bigb or tb^ 
low* die l^niffd on tbe to^f^. be:iiiiift endf^voor to 
^ftray ij^. There may: be indeed prqjodkes* of fi> 
trifliiig a natare» tbat» thon^^he will never appvovn 
tbeoit it it better eoimly to overlook tbem; or in 
thii^. that are Qierely lodii&reDt^ though unoeoei&- 
ry, according to the apoflolick example, of ^beoosMtig^ 
I all. diiogs to all men/ it may be his duty (ometimeB 
to comply with tbem^ But this is not the cafe widi 
^y thing that 2fk&B the OibAtfnoe of religion, as to 
all which, if he aKempt to pleafe men, he is not the 
iervant of Chrift. Now, how great a difficulty muft 
oft^B arife.from fui;fa circumAanccs ? hei&nnwUiiDg 
10. loTe his place in th^ efteem and affe^on of bit 
people^ in general, but efyoasillf of tbofe whom he 
reckons to be the difciplesandifriends of Cfariftv Yet 
this be muft fiKnetknc^ forfeit for a-ftafbn, unleft 
be will fin againft God, and thereby defiroy his own 
peace. The beft way for a miniihr to fapport him- 
iblf> iafucb a fituatioq, is, to remember, that as to 
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his integrity before God, and the comfort of bis 
OWQ mtod, the lefs regard 'he pays to the judgment 
of men, fo much the better; if God be for him, it 
figoifies little who be againil him. And as to his 
vfefulnefs, he may fafely commit it to God in his 
providence, who will certainly take care of it. Since 
he will not have it prefoved by finfnl c<»Dplianc^ 
he can eafily reftore it after it hath been a fhort 
time fofpeiided, for confijendoos oppofition. The 
troth is, an nnfteady perfon, ihaken by the breath 
of popnhr opnion, is unworthy of filltng the fta» 
tioD of a minifter of Chrift. As Re (hould not be 
terrified by the threateoings of the great, neither 
ihonld he be overcome by the clamoors of the mul- 
titode. And if neither hnmour nor intereft, bat 
confcience, has indeed been his gnlde, he may reft 
aflbred diat God, infinitely wife, wHl * bring forth 

* bis righteoufnefs as the light, and his judgment as 

* the noon day.' 

My brethren, I thank God, that I fpeak this from a 
convliftion of thegeneral troth, more than from having 
Ibfiered mnch in this refped in my own eispericnce; 
I ihall mentioi^ to yon, however, one example, that 
I may illuftrate the remark, and, at the fame t!me» 
further discharge my own duty, it bath alwaya 
ieemed to me of great moment, to prefepve juft views 
of the iacraments, which ire the feals of God's co^ 
Tenant, and the appointed means of the confirmatioa 
and comfort of his owa people. Without mention<> 
11^, however, the facrament of the Lord's fbpper, 1 
have found the greateft difficulty in preierving the 
iacrament of baptifm from profanaticuir and fcoa 
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that comparative difregard under which it nyovr 
fieth. This arifes oot only from the laxoefe oC 
dUcipIine in general; bat from fome mi(lake&aQ4 
prejudices o_d the fubjeft of religion* It appears, to 
sne a thing undeniable,, that both facraments are th« 
ieals of the fame covenant* require tl>e fiime termdi 
of admii&oa, and operate to tb« benefit of the xt< 
ceivers upon the very fame prtndplea^ that U tofay^ 
according to the excellent worda of onr Catechifnite 
'* Not from, any virtue in Lb«m^ or in him that dotbt 
«( adoiiniAer them, but ccdy by the UeiSpgof God;» 
<* and the working of bis Spuit ia theia that bjr faidk 
<« receive them." The onl j difiereoce is,, that» i« 
the Lord's fupperi^ every bdievec a^ foi^ hjyoAtf |sel^1 
foaally; in the. faccameDt c£ bapcifeit vh«Aa^ir» 
DiAred to infant, the parent a<5ts as a r^prafeniMive^ 
apd ^oniQr for bis feed. None» theFefbre^ Qughci 
tp be admitted to baptilm, more thaa to the Lcyrif n 
fupp^^ vho Have not a credible. p(ofeffioao(faitlli 
in Chrifi,. and,^ in the judmfsat of charity, of lajtber- 
the ^udgnaent of men, may be fuppofed real CbriAi^ 
^n&, Yet» is it not certsun, that manj,. who acejuft** 
I; qxduded from the liOrd's table» and ibme vubane«« 
fzer afl^d admaiSon lattDdo^infift on preientiDg th«iit 
chlldreo, ta baptUov and areploaded £01 by not % 
few of better cbara^ier^ who cry out againft thfi re^ 
fafaU a3 an ii^'iiry tathecbild, befides other Mi 
consequences. IbaMtimcs pretended I 

The chi^f pomplaint is,, diat it is a pity d»e child 
ihpuld fu^r for the f^t of the father. This ift 
the Tei^serroii andpi^adiQoioreUgiQQwwbkh I thudc 
U my dutjjr tq oppQ& & aii&. from a remalQiog 
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degree of. Popiih fuperfiitioa, to look upon the facra-* 
meats as fpells, or charms, which have ibme cfFeft 
indepeodfiDt ^ the exerciie of faith in the receiver. 
The facrameotSi my brethren* are oot grace, bat the 
Baeans of it ; they are not faith, but are appointed for 
the confirmatioo and growth of it. They belong to 
believers alone. They are feals of God's covenant ; 
but they cannot leal that which was never made. It 
is jnft as if a man, who wanted to make a purcha/e 
from me» whofe terms I had utterly rejefted, and re- 
filled to give him my pollefliony Ihoald, notwith« 
fianding, perfift in writing out his contrad, and 
figning it. Would this be of any eSed? A con-' 
traA is a fare tide to the bargain, where the conJent 
of both parties is alcertsnned ; but where one of thefe 
is wanting, it is abfolutely void, and of no elFeft. 
Infants cannot receive the facraments, by exerdling 
fiEUth themfdves; they have no right to receive the 
fign at all, but as they are the feed of believing pa- 
rents by profeflion. Ndtherdo they recdve any real 
benefit from it, but when they are the feed of tbofe 
who believe lincerely. If it be allowed, that an un« 
believer, who receives the bread dnd wine at the 
Lord's table, receives no benefit to his own Ibul, how 
ean it be imagined, or fuppoled, that an unbdiev-' 
ing parent, in baptifm, can firft receive, and then 
convey benefit to his new born child ? His coming 
there at all, m fuch a ftate, is a prefumptuous profii- 
nation of a holy inftitution. Now, dioogh I can 
conceive eafily, and do believe firmly, that many 
*blefiings are conveyed to diildreo by an aA ot duty 
in their parentSi I can neither ooncdvc nor believe^ 
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that they can receive any advantage from an aft of 
profanity and disobedience. 

Xhe children of wicked parents, theni can receive 
no benefit by baptifm^bntwhattheywonld have whe- 
ther they were baptized or not» viz. that they are 
brought np among profeiEng ChriftianSy and by that 
means have finne opportunities of knowing the traths 
of the gofpel. And I cannot help thinking, it would, 
in the conrfe of providence, be an inducement to 
them to attend more feriondy to what they are 
taaght, if they confidered tbemfelves as no members 
of the viftble church, till they nnderftood the temn 
of adottiCoa, and deiired it as their own choice. The 
cafe is very difierent with ^ the children of real be« 
lievers; they have a right to all jthe proniies that 
are made to the ieed of bdievers, as fudi, by that 
God who * Aeweth mercy to thoofands of genera- 
* tioos of them that keq> his commandments.' Some, 
I believe many, think diat they are doing honour to 
the ficrament of baptifm, by repreienting the rite 
itleif as of (b great necei&ty ; but it is preciftly that 
fort of honour that the Pajnfts do to it, by caufing 
midwives and phyficians tnllantly baptize the chil* 
dren that are in a weak flate, or by running to the 
beds of the iick, with a little of the conlecnited wa* 
fer, and putting it in the mouth of a peribn either 
whdly infeofiUe, or, perhaps, already dead. Our 
fadicrs, in the purer times of this church, whofe in« 
IHtutions and practice, the longer I live, I do the 
more efteem and revere, in the moft ablblute man- 
ner, prohibited all private baptifin. Their great 
reafinfor this was to prevent die very abufe I have 
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bcm fpoakiag of, viz, the faperilitioas Mtioa of the 
oeceffity of the outward rite lo falvaiioi^ witfaoiic a 
4iac atteodott to the Wkima of aecemog it. And, 
indeed, it vrat tbdroBl| rodcn; for tfaey, who wctt 
|»gr«at ettemiei 16 the cmdiBOatkiiof phu»» aod 
the bdkieis of Aones or dalnv «aU sorer #iM 
^hftt baptifia, ftdmioiftfed acooidbig to Chiift's tp*' 
poiameiity was laTaUd fior bdog dooe 10 a privaie 
hoafe, and not in ajd^unh, or in the pvefoftce tf a 
AmII, rather dian a niunerous affimUjr^ 

Thefe things ay i>retbcen» wfakh I hnre often 
flKBtiooed occaiioaatly, I have now repeated, and 
will add to theov that 1 ihiok there is ibmethiog 
very iacoognioiis, at kaft oofatadde, an admitting 
aoy parent to preTent hit child mixiptifiiH whatever 
be bit charafter in other reipe&t, who b» never 
aflced adinifikKi to ttie J^ord'a table. Co&iider, that 
in dse adfliiniflradon of bapczfm. the parent it con- 
(faiatiy talcen boiuid to ooaunand hit childrtn, £0 
(boo at theiy <oaic to years, to renev^hehr baptifsial 
CA^geacnt in thehr own petfens. Now* what oon** 
fifteocy is tbere» ia aOowing a man to pledge Ma 
£iid) blensQiy to Gbd and his church, that he will 
oeinntBd Ut cbUd to do that whkh be hafaituallp 
negiefts todo him&lf. The pretence of fear* and on-i 
pieparednelt for the Lord's tabic, is a crademnatioa 
of diofe who afFo- it, becaofe it Oiewt, that thejr 
iuppofe the one facranient requires a iMerent cha- 
x»&€ri or eafierttermt of admiffion, than the other. 
After all, the above pnejodicet ieem to me^i de^ 
ly rooted with many, that they will not probably be 
ibon deflr<qred; bati thinli it is the dnty bf every 
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miaiAer, in that, and all fuch cafes, to Ipeak his 
mind plainly, and, torthe utmoft of his power, to aft 
confiftently and uniformly, though he (hould fufFer 
fcy the flanders both of the ignorant and profane. 

3. Thelaft difficulty which I /hall mention, as ly- 
ing in the way of minifters, is the oppofition of their 
enemies. No faithful minifter can expeft to be 
without enemies. In a private charaftcr, and re- 
tired way of life, a man may, by very great pru- 
dence, and particularly by filcnce and forbearance, in 
a great meafure, efcape the refentment or injuries of 
violent men. And to be as little embroiled with o- 
thers as poffible, is both our interefl and our duty, 
f If it be poffible, fays the Apoflle, and as much as 
«4n you lieth, live peaceably with all men,* ' But it 
is certain, from long and invariable experience, that 
there is fuch enmity and rancour in the hearts of 
wicked men againft all who are in good eameft a- 
bout religion, that they may lay their account with 
continual oppofition, and continual llander. This 
our Saviour teaches bis difciples to expeft, and 
fiiews them, that it is the neceflary cpnfequence 
of their relation to him, John xv. 18, 19, 20, 2/. 
« If the world hate you, ye know that ii hated me 
« befwe it hated you. If ye were of the world, the 

* world would love his own ; but, becaule ye are not 
< of 'the world, but I have chofen you out of the 

* world, therefore the world hateth you, Remem- 

* ber the word that I faid unto you, The fervant is 

* not greater than the Lord. If they have perfecut- 
' cd me, ths'y will alfo perfccute you. If they have* 

* kept my faying, they will keep yours alio. But 

C c 
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< all tbefe things will tbey do onto you for my name's 
' fake, becaufe they know not him that feat me.'— 
The apoftle Paulalfo bears his teftimony to the fame 
truth, 2 Tim. iii. 12. * Yea, and all that will live 
* godly in Chrift Jefus, (hall fuflfer perfecution.' 

Bat, if wicked men are injurious to the children 
of God in geueral, thdr malice mufl be particular/y 
whetted againft a minifter, (b far as he does his duty. 
He is placed in a publick Aation, and is obliged xq 
be aftive in hisMafter's caufe. Time-ferving or neu- 
trality, as to the intereft of religion, is commendable 
in none, but it is unpardonable in him. He muft bear 
teftimony openly and refblntely ag»'(inft vice and wick- 
ednefs. And reproof, when adminiftred with feve- 
rity, is certain of making either a friend or an ene- 
my. A faithful minifter will not fuffer Satan's king- 
dom to be at peace; and, therefore, it is no wonder, 
that, when they are gnawing their tongues with pain, 
they ftiould pour out their venom againft him, who 
gives them fo much diftuibancc. The efFeft of re- 
proof, in kindling the rage and malice of the guilty, 
was never better defcribed than in the account dF 
the trial and martyrdom of Stephen, particularly 
Afts vii. 54. * When they heard thefe things, they 
< were cut to the heart, and they gnaflied on him 
« with their teeth.' 

There are many ways by which the enmity and op- 
pofition of wicked men to the truth may prove a temp- 
tation to a minifter : a few of which I ftiall mention, as 
I hope the diftinfl knowledge of them maybe profit- 
able to you in the way of caution: ly?. As one of 
their chief weapons is contempt and dcrifion, he 
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may be in danger of concealing or perverting triilh, 
in fome degree, in order to avoid it. When the go^ 
Ipel of Chrift was firft publifhed, the' doftrine of the 
croft, we are told, was * to the Jews a ftrfrabliti^ 
^ block, and to the Greeks fooliftinefs.' The femfe 
triith, in its fimplicity, is fHll treated with fcorn by 
profane and worldly men. All that relates to it is con- 
fidered as weaknefs and abfurdity ; and tbid tniiiiftdi^, 
who inliftsupon it.muftlofehischarafterwithm^n^ 
for capacity and j adgoieot. Is not this known to be trne 
in dally experience ? Are not fach immediately fti^ 
matized as weak and babbling creatures ? Now, it is 
not altogether an eafy facrifice for a minifter, to he 
indifferent as to the opinion formed of his parts and 
fufHciency, to wait till time (hall do him jaRice, or 
to be altogether unconcerned whether it ever do him 
juftice or not. It is no trifling thing to become a 
fool in the eye of the worldy^r Chrift'sfakey and not 
to be ajbamedrfhis <rofs. it may make many avoid 
fiich fubjefts, at leaft, more than they ought, or, per- 
haps, attempt to give them a polite or modlfti drclS, 
which, of all others, is the moft unfuitable to them'; 
or it may make others go to the oppofite extremd, 
who, becaufe they find that fuch truths wHl be d^- 
fpifed, are at no pains to avoid adding to thef of- 
fence, by a filly and contemptible, or a crude and 
. indigefted manner of handling them. I know not, in- 
deed, a more difficult thing, nor do! know any thing 
more noble in a minifter, than to * ceafe from man^ 
• whofe breath is in his noftrils,* to be truly fuperiol' 
to the applaufe or cenfure of either one clafs or anct 
tber of his hearers, and therefore to avoid a r^a dB^ 

CC 2 
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play of biimaQ art ; but, at the fame time, from a (knk 
of doty to God, and veneration for his truths, to be at 
all doe pains to treat them properly, (o as they may 
Appear vith light and evidence to the underftandiog, 
and. come home with force upon the confcience. 
Such a man will bring forth the doArioes of the go- 
ipel in their own ooadomed majeAyand native fimplid' 
ty; he will Bot confider himfelf as preaching befou 
bis hearers as criticks ; for what are they to him 10 
this view? but he will confider himfelf as preaching 
to them as finnersy and pleading with them as im- 
mortal creatures, tottering upon the very brink of e- 
temal perdition. 

^dly^ The oppofition of enemies may tempt men 
of little courage to finful filence for their own quiet* 
When vice is prevalent, it is alfo commonly iniolent 
and refcntful. Now, the hatred or ill-will of no 
perfbn is defirable; and there ace a thoufand wa}'s 
in which any perfon of a revengeful fpirit may be 
hurtful. There are alfo very few fo unconnefted, 
bot that they have many friends, whofe hatred is to 
be encountered as well as their own. The influence 
of this is but too much feen in every place. Offend- 
,er$ are often fcreened from reproof or cenfure, thro* 
fear of provoking them or their relations. Neither is 
it at all difficult to find palliatiag arguments, drawn 
from prudence, or other confideratipns, to make us 
think it is necelTary to forbear. I believe this is vecy 
much the fault of theprefentage,and the greater and 
JDoregeneral the relaxation of dirciplioe in any age oyr 
j)lace, the more difficult and dangerous it is for any oqie 
.to Aep forth and aflcrt itsdignity and oblation* Anjl 
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yet I cannot hefp thinking, the great excellence <Jf 
diicipline, is its iTOpartiality, dot to refpeft perfons 
in jadgment. How can we^lefeQd ourfdves^ if we 
tdake cme law for ooe^ and another for another; if 
xs'e cenfore the fnarfl, and forgive the great? 

3^. MiniftcrJ of wieak' minds may be apt to M\i 
%inder the oppofitioa of the wicked. It is faid of Lot^ 
dwelling, in Sodom, that he was, 2 Peter it. 7, 8- 

• — Veiced with th€ filthy converfation of the wick* 

• ecf ; fbr that righteous man dwelling among thcro,, 
^ is ieeitig^and beanog^^xed hi^ righceouS'fbul from 

• day to day with their unlawful (feeds/ It ctertaia- 
ly needs no fmall meafure of fortitude afid holy re* 
folution, to perfift in the difthargeof our duty, uot^ 
vrithftanding theobfiinacy of fmners, and to feek our 
ccHnfort,-"under contlnoal obloquy^ from the aippro* 
bation of him- that judgeth righteoofly* At the 
fsitte time, I muft fey, that the friendftiip of wicktct 
inen is mach oiore dangerous than their eomity ; for 
the firft brings with k the, danger of &ikii£lion, and 
the laft only expdfes us to fuffering, which, tbougb 
kfelf ts a fpecies of temptation, ad I (hall immediate- 
Jy (hew, is nlueh lefs powerful \han( the other, 

/^tbfyy The oppofitiott of wicked mea niay prove 
% temptation, as it may bring fiortb the remaias of 
corruption that are in the hearts^ of good men, and? 
Aake them fin, by imprudence or paiTion, if not by 
relentment. 1 have no where fuppofed that mioi-* 
fters are faultlefi in their conduftr they may, no 
doubt, err confiderably in many circumftances, evea 
when their intention, upon the whole, isjuflr and 
Jaudable. We fee many examples of gr«at vBt^^ 
C c ^ 
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deoGe, which we need not woader at, when weani«* 
£der the difficultks^ with which they are evei^y where 
furrouodcd, aad the eawnies that wait fpr their halu 
iog. If we cooiider that Moles, the meekeft maa oq 
earth, fpoke unadviiedly with his lips upon great prGh» 
vocation, wc (hall perceive i( is. but a part of the 
the weaknefs of humanity, when we (ee others fall 
into- the fame (aarc.. Bat, as to lafling reientment, 
he deferveth not the name oi a Chriftian, much lefi 
of a mioifter, who. will continue to harboucit 10 his 
bread; be muft love his eneosies-; he muft bkft 
^em that curfe him, and pray for them that dc^ 
ipitefuUy ule him, and per&cute him.. This is not 
merely a thing amiable and excellent, but of th« 
mo^l abfolute necefiity ; for our Saviour fays exprds* 
ly, * If ye forgive not men their trefpafTes, neither 

* will your heavenly Father forgive you your tref- 

* pa(&9.* And, ble/Ted be God, there is nothing 
difficult or burdenfome in this part of a ChriAiaQ*s 
duty. There is no fuch viAory over evil, as over- 
coming Ir with good. There is no fuch coafblation 
under ihe injuries of iinners, as requiting them by 
prayer. It compofeth the fpirit; it purifieth the 
hearty and authorizes the believer to put his truft in 
God, and fay with the Pfalmift, Pfal. xxvii. i. * Th^ 

* Lord is my light and my falvation, whom (hall I 

* fear ? the Lord is the ftrength of my life, o£ whom 
«(haUIbeafraid^' 

in. 1 proceed now, in the laft place, to make fomc 
praftical improvement of this fubjeft ; particularly, 
by giving you my parting advices in the fpirit of this 
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pa/Iage, aod to the beft of my judgmeat, ia a maa- 
ner fuited to your iltoatioar But» before I do tbts». 
io the 

ifi Place, Let me befeecb every (lODer in. this ajC- 
iembly, to hearken to the meilage of the goipel, and 
to believe in the name of the Son of God* <that, 

* believing, they may have life through his namo/ 
This is the fubflance of the counfel rf God, * that 
^ Cbrift died on the crofs, ta iave finocr^, and that 

* there is no falvation in any other.* You are blef- 

led who hear the joyful found, but infinitely more 

blefled, if you lay it to heart, and, renouncing every 

other claim, reil your dependence upon this Saviour. 

%Vbat Ignorance doth it fhew,. if you trud in youi> 

felves, that you are righteous ? Will you be able to 

(land before God in judgment ^ It is to him. you 

mull anfwer^ and from him you muft receive your 

(entence. You may eaftly,^ indeed, Hifle thefe re- 

fieAions for a time, and bury every apprehenfion, ia 

the hurry of worldly bufinefs, or the intoxication of 

worldly pleafure;- but all theie things are coming 

quickly to an end. After a few more turns in this 

vain world, the body muft be laid in the dufV, and 

the fpirit muft go to its own place; that is toiaji 

either the manfions of glory, or the place of tor* 

ment. I fey thefe things ta yon, my brethren, with 

all plainnefs. They need no additional force of 

language to give them weight. It is an amazing 

proof of the deceitfulnels of fin^ that vte are ever 

able to forget them. It is wonderful^ indeed^ that 

finners are able to fleep in quiet, and to indulge 

jihemfelves ia worldly pleafure^ while they are % 
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^nded by nothing but the frail thread of life ovei 
the bottomlefs pit. Gladly would I make nfe of c* 
very circumftancc that could hare any effeft ia car* 
tying home thefe truths opoa the confcicnces of alt 
licre prefent: 

If that of my being now fjjiiaking to yott, fak 
the laft time, in all probability, while in the bodyi. 
can be of any ufe, I pray, let it not be forgotten. 
But is it not ftrange, that a circumflance of this^ na- 
ture fhould excite ib much cui'iofity and attention^ 
^nd things that happen every day, of the fame or a 
like nature, fhould be Co little Improved ? It is nor^ 
indeed, every day that a minrftcr is removed front 
lis charge; bat there are not many days, in whicb 
fome of his people are not removed from this ftaie of 
trial. Many are hearing a farewd fermon, thougH 
not to the mlnifter, yet to themfclves, when they 
Bttle think of it. I woold, therefore,, earneftly be- 
feech all who are, or have reafon to fufpeft them- 
fUves to be in an unreconciled ftate, to turn froitt 
Ibeir tranfgreflioni, that they may Kve; to lay hold 
of the mercy of God through Chrift, for their par« 
iJon; and Hve, by faith, on his promifed ftrength, fof 
their fanftification. 

• 2dfyy NotWithftanding t&is genera! addrefs, I have 
ii few words to fey to the loofe and profligate. I 
«to forry to think, that, m a pbce like this, of no> 
*cry great extent, there fhotrfd be fo many daring 
Knners, who fet every thing facred at defiance. It 
liath been obfervecf, and I believe with truth, that 
tte profane among us carry it with a greater degree 
Itf bardioeft and xnTdence; than in places of fupeiior 



Ser. 9> the^boU tminfel cf God. 309 

pote, and where, probably^ they are in much great- 
er nuinbers. I believe it may be, in part, OM^ing to 
this circumflance, that they are better known; ft 
that they mull either be open profligates, or not pro^ 
fiigates at all. There is no medium ; the ihame cao- 
not be avoided; and, therefore, it mufl be overcomei 
iiQce they will not be reflrained, and cannot be con* 
cealed, it lays them under an unhappy necefllty of 
keeping profanity in countenance. Perhaps alio aoi- 
other reafbn may be, that, not being tied by any priiv- 
ciple of confcience, they are alfo deftitute of thajt 
fenfe of decency which has a confiderable influence 
on the outward conduct of ihofe of higher rank^ 
But, whatever be the reafon, their Date is to be pi- 
tied. Let me befeech all fuch, to confider the ter- 
. rible efFefts of vice which are every day to be feen. 
Remember, I pray you, how many have fallen a ia* 
crifice to drunkennefs and lull ! Can you fay delibe^ 
rately, in a fober moment, that there is any profit in 
your choice? Is there any pleafure in refleding 00 
fcenes of riot and diilipation ? I know not whether 
to recal to your memory thofe whom death has taken 
away, or point out to your obfervation tho(e who are 
fufFered to remain. What a melancholy fight is an old 
worn-out iinncr, who has broken his conftitutioo^ 
tainted hischara^er, and wafled his fubAance ! You let 
us fee well enough in what manner you chufe to live; 
but I would gladly know in what manner you chuie, 
or indeed, in what manner you expeA to die. You 
cannot live always. Some of you cannot live long^ 
Suppofe yoQ had time given you for reflexion on a 
death b^di or childreo to whom you would leave a 
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&w wdrds of advice. Could you fay to them, ' O ! 

* my dc^r children, the many delightful nights that 

* I have fpent in roaring, and fwearing, and obfcene 
' jefting 1 O the delicious hours that I have fpent ia 
^ brothels among harlots I It gives me pleafure to think 

* that you will follow fo good an example, and revive 

* the memory of your Father's conduft. . Guard a- 

* gainft every thing that may tempt you to forfake it, 

* Beware of thofe cunning priefts that would feduce 
' you to religion?' Are fuch fentiments, my bre- 
thren, to the lall degree, infuppdr table? Are they 
almoft improper to deftribe ? What then mufl be 
the life that lays an evident foundation for them ? 
Why are you fo impatient of the reproofs or admo- 
nitions of thofe who bleed inwardly for your folly ? 
It ii not inclination, but duty, that prompts us. No 
tnan would provoke your rage and violence, if he 
could avoid it. Think then, I befeech you, on your 
condition, and pray that God, for Chrift's fake, may 
grant you repentance unto life. The wicked hav- 
ing received warning, 

Imufl now endeavour to execute whati chiefly in- 
tended in the clofe of this difcourfe, by giving you 
ibme advices, as a people making profeflion of faith in 
Chrift, and obedience to him. They will all, or mo(c 
of them, confift of what I have frequently taken no- 
tice of occafionally, and have now only felefted a$ 
matters of general moment. 

I, Let me befeech yon to do your utmoft to un« 
derftand the gofpel well ; but let it be always accom- 
panied with praftice, and applied to promote the 
power of the ipiritual life. 1 would have your tafte 
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exerciied to difcern good aod evil. Endeavour, by 
reading, hearing, and meditation, and you n^ay add 
mutual converfe, to underftapd the doArine of ial-' 
vation, by gr^ce, in all its parts. Learn to know tho 
meaning of forgivenefs being free^ viz. that theiio* 
oer is juQly liable to wrath; that (thrift hath put'* 
chafed, and God, of his infinjte, unmerited mercy, 
has offered a full pardoQ to the chief of finners, and 
grace to form them for his own fervice ; that it is thdo 
4uty to accept of it; that iris their intereft to xelf 
upon it; and that it is at their peril if they defpife it^ 
That, for a (inner to think he mud: firil do fbme 
things that are good, in order to found his title ta 
this very mercy, is injurious tp the riches of divine 
grace, and the way to retard, if not to prevent bit 
reformation. The renewii^g of his nature is a part, 
of Chrift's purchafe ; and, therefore, not to be per- 
formed by him as a condition, but accepted as a prb-» 
ipife ; nor does he truly receive Chrift for falvatioa, 
unlefs he receive and fubmit to him in ajl |he cha- 
rafters with which he is in veiled, as fent of God, viz. 
Prophet, Prieft, and King. Holinefs, or new obedi- 
ence, is the fruit of faith. A real believer keeps the 
commandments of God by the ftrength of that grace 
that is treafured up in Chrift, and watchfully ob- 
ferves his temper and praQice, as the evidence of big. 
change, and tending to (hew that he is indeed an ha- 
bitation of God through the Spirit. To have cyaa- 
gdical principles, is, by no means, to negleft the com- 
mandments of God ; but to deny our own righteoa& 
ne& and ftrength, and obey, without glorying in that 
obedience. Ai\d (hat this is the jvft and fcripstu^^l 
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tiew of the matter, I think, is undeQiaUe, on this 
fiogle accooDt, * that it is God that worketh in ns tb 
* will, and to do of his good pleafure.* If every 
Aing that is good in us is the work of God, it is 
abfard to reprefent it as the condition of his fa- 
Toor; (or it is the effcft of his grace. By fetting 
the thing in this light, we fhall perceive, that the 
freenefe of ialvation, is not, in the lead degree, giv- 
ing liberty to fin, or taking away the neceffity of ho- 
Knefi. Is it not juft as neceflary, if it mail be re- 
ceived as a gift, as if it were to be performed as a 
eondition ? Is it not juft as neceflary when incor* 
porated with faith, as when divided from it ? 

This fyftem of gorpel truth, my brethren, I would 
have you to underftand, fo as both to diicern and dif" 
a^sprove what is contrary to it ; but I would have yon 
to nnderiland it,in order to produce union with God, 
habitual and chearful obedience to his laws. In re- 
commending the connexion between faith and prac- 
tice, I mean to guard you againft two things diftaoe 
ffom one another. The one is habitual untendemefs 
of confcience. There are certainly fome who are 
dther real, or at leafl pretended friends to the doc- 
trine of the gofpel, on whofe hearts it never yet hath 
taken hold. They plainly and habitually live in the 
practice of fin, and therefore arc of thole who hold 
the truth in unrighteoufnefs. I am indeed of opi- 
nion, that they never had any other than a cuftoma- 
ry traditionary belief. They are found becaufe it is 
die mode where they live to be found, and not from 
any inward per(bnal con virion. In the mean time, 
they are a reproAch to their profeflion, and cannot bc: 
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treated with too great feverify, by thofe vho wifti 
wdl to the go^el. 

The<xtbcr miflake I woold gaard you again/Vi?, \ 
Ipecolative religion. It is goad to'bewell inftrufted in 
doftrinai truths; bm there is often a da&ger of going 
too much into controverfy. We have fecn many in- 
ftances rf ordinary Chriftrans, who, when they had at* 
t^oed a confideraWe degree of knowledge, and were 
a^ to <peak with fulnefs and propriety, on religions 
fiibjedVs, gave therafelves up to a litigious and wrang- 
iJng tfifpofuioD, which was foon followed by a barren, 
acid fometimes an ofienfive praftice. The fame thing 
alfo frequently leads to innumerable Kttle parties and 
faftions, into which Chriftians, Imean real Chriflians, 
are divided, which very much hinder their own pro- 
fir, and grieve the hearts of thofe who are one with 
tbenr in~Chrift. Therefore let it be your care to ap- 
ply the truths of the gofpel for your ownfinftificatroa 
and comfort. After you have belicVed them, be ftiJl 
more careful to live upon them, than even to defend 
them. Divifions fhonM never be made without ab- 
folote oeceiEty ; and when theyaremade, they fhoald 
be as foon as poflible forgotten, that having efcaped 
fin we may apply ourfelves to duty; for controver- 
fy, be the fubjeft what it wilt, I think, is not very 
favourable to the power of godlifaefS, 

2. Defire a faithful minifter, io your ntmoft to 
obtain him ; .and then let it be your habitual ^\ii7} 
to profit by him. You have reafon to be very thank- 
ful that your fituation, in providence, is fuch as yoir 
sbay expeft a minifier who is a hearty friend to the 
gofpet, and, at the lame time, one who is agreeable 
Dd 
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to your own choice. Let me exhort you, as far as 
you are confulted ia that matter, to make the choice 
with much calmnefs and prudence; to look for one. 
Dot only found in his principles, but of thorough 
kno^vtedge and capacity, always preferring iblid be« 
fore fpecious parts. After having made the choice^ 
endeavour to ftrengthen his hands, and encourage 
bis heart, in the Lord, by a careful attendance on his 
ininiftry» and by a dutiful fubmifGon to inflruAioa 
and reproof. You ought not to vti(h for one who 
will flatter you, nor ought you to lay fuch a temp- 
tation in a minifter's way, as to fliew that you are 
plcafed with being flattered. The beft leftimony 
that you can give to a mioifter is, to learn from him» 
and to obey him. This is infinitely better than noi- 
fy praife and admiration, according to the excellent 
remark of biftiop Burnet, •* That it is not the beft 
«« fermon that makes the hearers go away talking to 
«« one another, and praifing the fpeaker; but that 
«« which makes them go away thoughtful, and fe* 
" rious, and haftening to be alone.'* Has a minifter 
any evidently profane perfons among his hearers; 
if he cannot preach them from fin to God, it were 
much more for his credit to preach fo as that they 
are not abk to hear him, but flee away for eafe to 
their confdencc, than to have them continue ia 
wckednefs, and yet praife him evfery day, for an ad- 
mirable fpeaker or an able man. 

If you would truly profit by ordinances, after yon 
have a fixed pallor, I think it is of moment to forget, 
as much as poflible, the perfons of men, and confider 
thcjn as no more than inftruments in the hand of 
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Clod, for your daily ioftradVioD and comfort. Tbe 
more you remember the appointmeut of God, and 
wait upon his ordinances, in the faith of his pre- 
lence, and the expectation of his bleffing, the more 
you are likely to receire both feniible and lading be« 
Qefit. I muft therefore take the liberty to obfevve, 
that \it have amongft us a let of wandering unfet- 
tied hearers, who run about from one congregation 
to another, and even from one profeilion to another, 
and are fcarcely ever to be feen a whole day in one 
place. If they be but deliberating where to fix^ we 
may lay of them, that they are ever learning, and 
never come to the knowledge of the truth. But the 
probability is, that they have itching and carious 
ears, and go about not to ferve God but to hear men. 
If I am able, at all, to judge, either by refleftion or 
obfervation, thofe are mod likely to profit, who, hav- 
ing deliberately made their choice, fit habitually and 
regularly* under one miniflen By thi? means they 
enter into his views; and as he will naturally endea- 
vour, if any thing was wanting at one time, to com- 
plete his fcbemc by fopplying it at another, they 
will thereby have a more comprehenfive view of 
the whole counfel of God. At the fame time, not 
having the charm of novelty to enchant them, they 
will have nothing to do but to reap inftruftion. On 
tbe other liand, by hearing feparate, detached, and 
iadcpendcnt difcourfes, men jmay pleafe their fancy 
niore» bat ibey will improve their underftandlog 
lefi. It is alfo plain, that as every mioifter will en- 
d^vour» not only to follow an order in his difcour- 
fes on one iubjeft, but to have a rcfpeft to the con-- 
Dd z 
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fie^lioo, aad rdation of the fab|e6ls themiehres^ the 
iDore accarate aod exaft be is, in foitkig one pan to 
the illuftration of another, the lefs he >vill be under^ 
jftood by thefe defultory hearers, who take only a 
iiogie braoch, without being able to perceive ita fab- 
fcrviency to the general defign. I have many times 
ICOOW0 exceptions taken at minifters, for fimie parts 
of a difconrie, by fuch peribos, when, if they had 
heard the whole npon the fame or correfpoading 
fubjefts, they would have perceived there was no 
place for tbdr objeAions. The great purpoie, my 
brethren, of a ferious and judicious people, in at*' 
tending on ordinances, ifhoold neither be to pleafe 
lhem((Hves, nor to criticUe their teachers; but to 
bear the word of God, that they may do it. On 
this account it is, that humble and regular Chrif- 
tians are getting real advantage to their feuts, while 
feme are only watching the opinions, or otiiers only 
paiSng judgment on the ability, perhaps no Qiore 
than the ftyle, and outward manner of the fpeaker. 
3. 1 muft give you another advice, as a profefling 
people, to guard againft the introduAion of a world- 
ly fpirit. I have often obierved to you, that every 
fituation a perfon or people can be in has its pecu- 
liar temptations, as well as trials. This place, enga- 
ged in commerce and traffick, growing in numbers, 
and I fuppofe growing in wealth, is in great danger 
of a worldly fpirit, and of importing, if I may fpeak 
fb, fafliionable vices, inftead of real improvement^. 
While ( fay this, I would not be underftood as being 
agaicft a liberal educatiot\, and elegant manner of 
life, or aqy thing that is truly becoKQing in an ^d« 
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vaoced rank. There i^ no more rd^ion in being 
fordid, than in being famptuous. Bat I chink the 
ipiric of the gofpel is fuch, that it will difpofe a truly 
pious peribn to be rather late than early in adopting 
new ornaments^ rather Ipariog than exceffive m 
dreis, fiirnkure and equipage; and careful not to 
be conformed to that vanity of the world which w^ 
renoonced at baptifm^ Lee men defend one praAico 
after another ». a»^ they pleafe, I (hall always expedk 
to fee Ibn^thing which a carelefs worldly peribn wilt 
do» but which a good man will not do. 

However* not to keep intirely in generals, I mud 
once more give my publick tedimony againft what 
'Was lately attempted to be brought in here, equally 
contrary to the law of the land and the precepts of 
the gofpel, the pernicious entertainments of the ftage. 
The bed and wifefl men. in all ages have born wit- 
nefs agaioA them, as the great means of corrupting 
the morals of a people; and I am certain,. they miift 
be of all others moil hurtful to the inhabitants of 
this place, the far greateft pari of whom live by 
daily labour. I lo6k upon it as the indlfpenfibl^ 
duty both' of magifirates and mlnlfters, to do all ia 
their power, to. prevent the introduftion pf what 
may betray the young and unfurpicious. into the de& 
truflive path^of vice, or. the lower da&of mankind 
into an idle and dlflblute life. Much good of this> 
kind may be done in matters of outward order, by,a. 
firm and refolme behaviour in thofe who are in* 
place and authority. I muft alio here take partico^ 
iar notice of the duty of fabbath fandlification* I^o- 
hereby warn yon agiinft that moft c^nictous ro* 
I>d3 
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ixoemenl? of gadding sbtosii^ pying prWate viiits, 
upon ihc Lord^s day. Whoever knows any thing 
of the obligation of family govLrnment and inftroc- 
tion» mufl be fenfibk that to receive promiicaous 
company 00 that day, is to render it utterly imprac- 
ticable. Befides, the vain and unprofitable, and 
fometimes finful converfation that prevails in fuch 
cafes, mull greatly weaken, or entirely obliterate any 
ferious impreffions, made upon your mind, during 
the fervice of the fanftuary. Chrtftians, is not the 
reft of the fabbath, from worldly cares and porfnits, 
a confolatlon to your own fouls, as well as a happy 
opportunity of doing fervice to the fouls of others ? 
Why then will you fuffer yourfelves to be robbed of 
it, by the impcrtment intrufidnsof idle or ill difpofed 
perfons? Let your honfes be facred en that day as 
well as your churches; and endeavour to prepare your 
mhids, and thofe others members of your families, 
for an eternal fabbath in the world to come. This 
leads me, in the 

4M Place, To exhort you to be careful and con- 
fcientious in family government, and inftruftion. 
How inexcufable are thofe parents and maftcrs, wha 
fuiFer their children and fervants to perifh for lack 
of knowledge ? What unfpeakable advantages do you 
enjoy, having all the force of natural affcftion, as 
well as natural authority, to give your inftru^lions 
weight ? How many have remembered, with pious 
gratitude, through a whole life, the benefit they have 
received from family inflru^ion and example? I 
know I fpeak to many who are accountable to God 
for this mercy ; how fliall you anfwer it then, if you 
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do npt give the feme advantage to your o\Hfl fami- 
lies? And how fhall they anfwer to God, think you, 
-who have baQi(hed the worship of God from the 
£unilftes in which they found it ? One would thlnic^ 
the lifelefs walls and furoituie of your chambers 
might be awakening monitors . There is the greateil 
mutual influence between family and perfbnal rell- 
ipon. Perfonal religion is the foundation of all fa^ 
mily and relative duties. It would be fpeaking to 
the deaf to perfuade any to watch over the fouls of 
Others^ who have no concern for their own. But 
wherc'ever there is a deep impreflion of the impor- 
tanc(5 of eternity for ourfelves, this will naturally 
and aeceflaiily fet before ns its importance with re- 
fpedt to all that are ^ear to us. On the other hand, 
for the fame reafon, family religion is one of the bed 
and fureft evidences of the reality and the ftrength 
of peribnal religion. It is ibmectmes obferved, that 
fome very pious peribns are extremely defeftive ia 
this particular, and take little care of the InAruc- 
ticn, and flill lefs of the government, of their chil- 
dren. If they are truly pious, it is a very great ble- 
mi(h upon their piety. However, for my own part, 
1 confefs I do very ^luch fufpeft the iincerity of re- 
ligion, in thofe who are remarkably negligent in this 
particular,' let them profefs as much as they will. I 
know that pious perfons, from the weaknefs of their 
judgment, will be guilty of great imprudence in the 
manner of fannly mftrudlion, and from an afoiolute 
incapacity, may not be able to preferve their autho- 
rity; but I cannot eafily reconcile with truepiety^ 
the abfolote neglefl of either the one or the other^ 
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I muft add» that I take family religioQ* and the 
careful dircharge of relative duties, to be an excd* 
kdt mean of the growth of religion in a- maa's owa 
lout. How can any perfon bend his knees in prayer 
every day with bis family* but it muft be a power* 
fal reftraint upon him from the indolg^ce of any 
£n which is vifible to them ? Will fnch a perfoD» 
diink you, dare to indulge himfelf in anger, or 
ebufe to be feen by tbem^ when he comes home ftag^* 
gering with drunkennefs, unfit to perform, any duty^ 
or ready to (in*ftill more by the manner of performance^ 
When I figure to my felf a mafter of a family, wholiad 
come home (btted like a beaft, and half^&pported 
U> his houfe, rifing in the mornings I am not able to 
conceive how he can. bear the looks of thoTe meo^ 
bers of his family who^ had been witnell^s of b» 
ihame. But,, befxdes being areftraint from grofi^ 
crimeSr I cannot help fayingi that, fpeaking of the 
things of God, wiih the. concern of a parent, or the 
humanity of a mafler, mull give a folemnity of fpiri^ 
-and a fenie of their moaient,. ev«n. greater than be- 
fore. A man cannot fpeak to purpofe, without feel- 
ing what be fays; and the new impreiEoa will ce»- 
tainly leave behind it a lading ef&A. Let me, 
therefore, my beloved hearers, earneftly recommend 
to you the faithful difcharge and careful management 
of family duties, as you regard the glory of God»,tbe 
intereft of his church, the advantage of your po- 
(Verity » and your own final acceptance in the day of 
judgment; 

5.. Let religion be incorporated with your lawful 
^nployments, and improved by an attention to the: 
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vrbole coutfe of proTideoce to yoa asd yoari. No* 
thing is more fauitftil to religion, than to coafiae it 
tb particniar times and places : I fhbuld hate rather 
Slid, ^ere is not a greater miftake in religioii, than 
to imagine that it can be lb confmed. True religion 
will Ihew ita inflaence in every part of your con* 
duA. It is like the Tap of a living tree, ^vhtch pe« 
netrates to the moft diftant boo^s. In yonr ordi- 
nary calling, fee that 70U undertake nothing but 
v^hat is lawful in its end, and endeavour to accom- 
plilh nothing by any but by lawful means, that you 
may have always the comfort of a confcience void of 
offence. Nay, you fhouM even do more ; you (hould 
endeavour to aA fb (ingle and fincere a part, as to 
be beyond the imputation of fraud, that all who 
know you may put the moft unbounded confidence 
in your integrity. There are many other calum- 
nies which we may naturally expeft from a malicl- 
OU5 world; and it ought to trouble us very little to 
hear them : but it muft be extremely diftreifing to a 
good man to be but fufpefled of di/honefty. Oh, 
my brethren ! how often hath it grieved me to fee, 
that many perfons, ^rmerly of a decent charafter, 
when they loft their fubftance, loft their religion 
with it; and, indeed, toconfider how few, when 
they were reduced in their circumftanccs, could Sa- 
tisfy the pubfick, that they had afted fairly. 

Let it be your care, I bcfcech you, to remember, 
that It is God that giveth you power to get wealth j 
and what thanks are due to him, if he hath given 
you abundance, efpecially if he hath given you withal- 
g }j£4rt to bcftow, Be diligent in your bulincfs. 
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from a principle of oonlcieQce ; and make it the daily 
fubjeft of yoor prayer to God, that he woald dthec 
keep you from the (hame of poyer(y» or, at leaft, 
from the iia of it. Take notice of every ftep of his 
providence, whether oi mercy or tri^. Let the a- 
ipeft of providence direft your exerdie» and qaickea 
your affe^ltons in reUgious duties; and take fbch 
views of the fulnefs of an all-fufficient God, in afts 
of worfliip, as may prepare you for every event of 
providence, whether profperous or adverfe. 

Thus, my brethren, I have now finished what I 
propofed, in the way of advices \ and» for what 1 have 
to fiy with regard to the prefent difpenfation of pro- 
vidence, that puts an end to my miniftry among yovt 
I (ball bring it within very narrow bounds. It were 
cafy, by faying a few words, to move the concern 
both of fpeaker and hearers: this I have hitherto 
cholen to avoid ; and, therefore, (hall only bj, that 
I am deeply fenfible of the affeflion and duty of the 
congregation that attended my miniftry, and others 
under my charge. I cannot exprefs my fenfe of it 
better» than in the words of the late emineotiy pious_ 
Doftor Finlay, my immediate prfedeceffor in this new 
of&ce, who, on his death-bed, faid to thofe about 
him* '^ I owe a long catalogue of debts to my friends^ 
' ** which will not be put to my charge ; but I hope 
I ** God will difcharge them for me." I cannot now 

do any thing better for you, than again to befeech 
I you, to remember and put in praAice the direAtoni 

i I have given you, and, I am perfuaded, that it (hall 

I go well with you. The only further requeft I have 

I to make to you is, that you would give to me, and 
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my family, an intereft in yonr prayers. Intreat of 
God, that we may be preferved from perils and dan*- 
gers, and carried tor the place of our deftination ia 
(afety \ and that I may be af&fted of him in every fu- 
ture duty, and not fall under the terrible reproach, 
of agreeing to make lb diftant a removal, and ihea 

being found unfit for the important taflc. 1 con- 

dnde with the words of the Apoflle Jude, 24, 25. 

• Now, unto him that is able to keep you from fal- 

♦ ling, and to prefent you faultlefs before the prefencc 

* of his glory, with exceediog joy ; to the only wife 
« God, our Saviour, be glory and majefty, dominioa 

♦ and power, both now and ever. Amen. 

T H E END. 
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